REPORT OF THE 
SCHOOLS COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A

January 26, 2005


Present

Commissioners: Marc Borbely (6A06), co-chair, and Mfon Ibangha (6A08), co-chair.

Residents: Mark Williams (6A04), Sam Manivong (6A04), Barbara Tierney (6A06), William Tierney (6A06), Mary Spencer (6A06), Brenda Artis (6A07) and Denise Cotten (6A07).

Guests: ANC Commissioners Mary C. Williams (6D), Lena A. Brown (6C) and Mark A. Dixon (6C).

I. Introductions

All introduced themselves and explained their interest in serving on the committee. Mr. Ibangha expressed the chairs’ desire that the committee should work to complement and offer support to already existing community efforts, including PTAs, and that the committee’s time should be spent seeking constructive solutions to problems in the public schools rather than assigning blame.

II. Mission

After a brief discussion, the committee unanimously adopted the following mission statement: “The purpose of this committee is to provide a forum where parents, teachers, students, administrators and the surrounding communities can become partners with the public schools in our neighborhood.”

III. Working Groups / Tasks

Ms. Artis and others identified the following area-wide concerns with regard to schools: attendance, supplies/textbooks, staffing, food service, facilities, excess space, programming, services to the community, equity, and the implementation of No Child Left Behind.

The committee discussed whether it should form issue-based or school-based working groups. The committee decided without objection to form school-based working groups initially, to give stakeholders at each school a chance to identify specific needs and make specific requests.

The following is the list of regular public schools whose attendance zones lie at least partially within ANC 6A and charter schools that are physically located in the ANC: Gibbs ES, Ludlow-Taylor ES, Maury ES, Miner ES, Peabody ES, Watkins ES, J.O. Wilson ES, Wheatley ES, Stuart-Hobson MS, Eliot JHS, Browne JHS, R.H. Terrell JHS, Eastern SHS, Dunbar SHS, Spingarn SHS, Two Rivers PCS, Options PCS, Sasha Bruce PCS, Friendship-Edison Junior Academy (Blow-Pierce Campus) PCS.

The co-chairs will write a letter of introduction that each working group can take to the various principals and PTA presidents. The working groups will ask the principals and PTA presidents to identify 1) some of the school’s major needs and 2) some of the opportunities available to community members interested in helping -- such as by mentoring, organizing clean-ups or donating supplies. 

In reaching out to each school, each working group will also invite the school’s principal and PTA to make a presentation about the school to the committee. The presentation will be a chance to present some of the positive things happening at each school to the community, and for the community to ask questions about the school. Generally, there will be a specific focus on one school per meeting. The committee will pass out flyers announcing the meeting within the school’s attendance zone, within the ANC. 

IV. Assignments and Committee Structure

The following assignments were made: Spingarn SHS (Mary Spencer); Eastern SHS (Mark Williams and Sam Manivong); Browne JHS (Mary Spencer); Stuart-Hobson Middle School (Denise Cotten); Watkins Elementary School (Denise Cotten); Peabody Elementary School (Denise Cotten); Miner Elementary School (Brenda Artis); Gibbs Elementary School (Marc Borbely); Two Rivers Public Charter School (Mark Williams and Sam Manivong).

Mr. Borbely asked if there were any objections to proceeding as an informal committee, with no members per se, and with all ANC 6A residents who are present at a meeting permitted to vote on proposed committee recommendations. Such a structure might encourage more people to participate. There were no objections.

V. Next Scheduled Schools Committee Meeting 

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 23, 2005, 7-9 p.m., at Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE (15th and F NE). (For calendar year 2005, the committee will meet on the fourth Wednesday of every month, at the same time and in the same place.)

Ms. Artis will invite SHAPPE or DC Voice or both to make a presentation to the committee, in February.

Respectfully submitted by Mr. Borbely and Mr. Ibangha

