October 17, 2003
Via fax – (202) 671-2852

Mr. Terry Lee

DC Parks and Recreation

3149 16th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20010

Mr. Lee:

As the single member district representative in Area Neighborhood Commission 6A that Sherwood Recreation Center is located in, I am requesting that you deny the permit application submitted by Mr. Jordan Washington for an event scheduled on October 25, 2003.  The justification for this denial is threefold.
First, lack of timely notification prevents the community for being involved with the event.  While the definition of timely notification is debatable, it is my opinion that for an event to be conducted in good faith with the community it must be approved and advertised at least 30 days in advance.  The date on the application is September 28, 2003.  If the application has yet to be approved, I think the residents and community that surround Sherwood deserve more notification than eight days – assuming you approve the permit on Friday, October 17, 2003.
Second, the application is not complete.  On page three of the permit application form, it states that incomplete permit application forms may delay the permitting process.  On the first page of Mr. Jordan Washington’s permit, he does not complete a section of part five that asks, “Is the applicant a DC resident?”  This is an important question given the fact that his home address provided is in Maryland.  While one can deduce that he is not a DC resident by the address provided, not completing this part of the application would clearly indicate this is an incomplete permit.  Moreover, recent events conducted by Friends of Sherwood – Volunteers in Action seem to have more residents with Maryland plated cars than residents from the community participating.  While I do not have the exact numbers and ratios, it is my estimation that more than half of the attendees of the last event conducted by the Friends of Sherwood were from Maryland.
Third, previous violations at the last event held on June 15, 2003, continue to raise serious concerns about Mr. Jordon’s ability to conduct safe events for the community.  Attached is an e-mail sent by Mr. Skip Coburn from Councilmember Ambrose’s office that detail the concerns of the residents.  To date, we have not received any answers to the questions from Councilmember Ambrose’s office.  The key issues are highlighted below:
(1) After the event, the organizers did not pick up the trash - leaving it for the residents to clean up.

(2) Did not post “Emergency - No Parking” signs 72-hours before the event.

(3) Erected a moon bounce on the city street in direct violation of permit requirements.

(4) Suspected fraudulent petitions as residents on 10th street do not recall signing a petition.
(5) Loud music and dancing until after midnight – three hours after the party was to stop.

(6) Public intoxication and urination on neighbor’s houses and steps.

(7) Unauthorized use of adjacent school property for barbeque station.

I strongly recommend that your office deny the petition for the event scheduled on October 25, 2003, at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  The application was not submitted in a timely manner for the community to participate, the application is not completely filled out, and the community has serious reservations about the planners of the event.  It is crucial that we have an inclusive process that the manager of the center, the neighbors adjacent to the grounds and the community at large can work together to approve, plan and conduct events at Sherwood Recreation Center.  Furthermore, until that process is established and articulated by the manager of facility, I would encourage all petitions for the Sherwood Recreation Center be held in abeyance.  Finally, I would greatly appreciate it if you could send me an e-mail updating the status of this application by close of business, Friday, October 17, 2003.
Warm Regards,

//original signed//
Joseph Fengler, ANC 6A-02 Commissioner
815 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

fengler6a02@yahoo.com

cc:
Mr. Neil Albert

Ms. Barbara Kenner
Mr. Frank Crawford

Councilmember Sharon Ambrose

Mr. Skip Coburn

Ms. Gloria Jackson
Commander Jennifer Greene

Lt. Ronald Netter

Ms. Erika Fitzpatrick

Mr. Michael Kuiken
From: "Coburn, Skip (COUNCIL)" <SCOBURN@DCCouncil.Washington.DC.US> 

To: "Pinson, Leo (EOM)" <Leo.Pinson@dc.gov>, "McCarley, Joseph (DCRA)" <Joseph.McCarley@dc.gov>, "Greene, Jennifer (MPD)" <jennifer.greene@dc.gov>, "Grossman, Ira (MPD)" <ira.grossman@dc.gov>, "LaPorte, Peter (DCEMA)" <Peter.LaPorte@dc.gov>, "Jackson, Gloria (DCEMA)" <Gloriaj.Jackson@dc.gov>, "Harris, Richard (DCRA)" <richard.harris@dc.gov>, "Albert, Neil (DPR)" <Neil.Albert@dc.gov>, "Wiktor, Denise (DDOT)" <Denise.Wiktor@dc.gov>, "Lanier, Cathy (MPD)" <cathy.lanier@dc.gov>, "Vance, Paul (DCPS)" <paul.vance@k12.dc.us> CC: "'messagedesign@earthlink.net'" <messagedesign@earthlink.net>, "'fitz@wdn.com'" <fitz@wdn.com>, "'mike_kuiken@levin.senate.gov'" <mike_kuiken@levin.senate.gov>, "Francese, Marge (COUNCIL)" <MFRANCESE@dccouncil.washington.dc.us>, "Mauro, Amy (COUNCIL)" <Amauro@dc.gov> 

Subject: Block Parties in the 600 Block of 10th, NE 

Date: Mon, 16 Jun 2003 12:22:04 -0400 

We will appreciate it if the agencies addressed above respond to the specific questions asked of them below: 

This email is in response to numerous complaints, especially Ms. Fitzpatrick's.  We have also received complaints from other residents on this block, including Ms. Colleen Corrigan at 609 10th, and Mr. Michael Kuiken from the other end of the block.  I have checked with Ms. Fitzpatrick, who lives at 605 10th Street, NE for additional details.  Her complaint in the email below refers to "block parties" in the 600 block of 10th Street, NE in PSA 510.  

The latest (most recent) version of this "block party" occurred on June 15th (from 10 am until after midnight).  Ms. Fitzpatrick says various people who don't even live on their block are organizing these "block parties" three or four times a year, and they are really annoying the legitimate residents.  She is complaining that the vast majority of the "over one hundred" people who attend these huge gatherings are not from her block or even from the immediate neighborhood.  The people organizing these parties put up "Emergency No Parking" signs the day before the event, close the street, and park illegally everywhere.  She says that the organizers seem to think that because they have a permit, they don't have to follow any of the laws.

The party organizers had a moon bounce, a large grill, a DJ with a lot of loud music, and they were cooking on the school grounds and using the school grounds for their party (as well as the street).  There was gambling, drug use in the alley, and public drinking.  There was no porta-john, so they were urinating in public (mostly in the alley).  They dumped trash and left it everywhere.  The organizers never clean up anything.

EMA and DCRA - Ms. Fitzpatrick maintains that the required number of residents on this block do not approve of these recurring "block parties" and have not signed a petition for them.  Did these people obtain a permit?  If so, could you please fax us a copy of the paperwork that was submitted: their application to close the street, the petition that should have been attached, and the DCRA questionnaire?  

EMA and DCRA - is someone there verifying the names, signatures, and residence of the names on the petitions submitted for the "block parties"? 

EMA and DCRA - is there any penalty for an individual or an organization that falsifies the names of residents on a petition for a street closing (and/or for a block party)?  At the very least, if it is proven that the petitions submitted did not legitimately contain the signatures of a majority (fifty-one percent) of the residents on the block, could the individual(s) or the group(s) who submitted the fradulent petition be prohibited from sponsoring a block party in the future?

EMA and DCRA - Ms. Corrigan wants to know if there is any limit to the number of block parties that will be approved by EMA and DCRA per year on any given block?

EMA and DCRA - In the negative, the residents in the 600 block of 10th Street, NE want to know if they can submit a petition to EMA and DCRA with signatures from the majority (fifty-one percent) of the real residents on the block, protesting any future "block parties" (until further notice)?  This would apply especially to the 4th of July timeframe, should these people who do not live in 600 block of 10th Street, NE decide to have their next "block party" then.

EMA, MPD, and DDOT (Public Space) - The real residents of the 600 block of 10th Street, NE are upset that they receive no advance notice of these parties.  They say that their first warning is when "Emergency No Parking" signs go up the day before each party.  They say that these signs are not posted 72 hours in advance as is required.  After an event sponsor applies to have a street closed for a block party, when EMA, DCRA, and/or the Special Events Task Force approves the event (and the street closing), how do the "Emergency No Parking" signs fit in?  Is the approval for the "Emergency No Parking" included in the approval for the event and the street closing?  Where do the event (block closing) sponsors obtain their "Emergency No Parking" signs?  Who is supposed to put them up 72 hours in advance?  If they are not posted 72 hours in advance, they are not enforceable.  Does that mean that the street cannot be closed because people have to be allowed to park where there is no "Emergency No Parking" legally in force?

MPD - Ms. Fitzpatrick says she and her neighbors called 311 several times to complain to the police about the loud noise continuing into the night, but that the operators at Communications said the police refused to respond to the Dispatch calls based on the fact that the sponsors had a permit.  Ms. Fitzpatrick is complaining that the attitude of the police was that since the organizers had a permit for a block party, the police didn't have any authority to enforce any of the District's laws during the event (laws against disturbing the peace, drinking in public, urinating in public, littering, illegal parking, trespassing on private property, gambling in public, drug use, etc.)  Apparently, a scout car did finally respond at about 9 pm, but didn't do anything.  The police allowed the party to continue with all its loud noise, disturbing the peace, until it just died out on its own after midnight.  

MPD - Ms. Fitzpatrick wants to know why the police refused to take any action.  She and her neighbors want to know who in the MPD to call next time this happens to make the police respond and enforce the applicable laws.

Department of Parks and Recreation - Ms. Fitzpatrick says there were at least three participants wearing Department of Parks and Recreation Tee Shirts.  Does anyone at the Dept of Parks and Rec know anything about these parties?  Are these parties in any way sponsored by the Dept of Parks and Recreation?

Department of Parks and Recreation - Ms. Fitzpatrick and her neighbors suspect that the moon bounce, the grill, and other equipment at these parties come from the Department of Parks and Recreation.  Could this be true?  If so, would this be an authorized use?

Dept of Parks and Recreation - Ms. Fitzpatrick says that Jordan Washington, a Maryland resident, who claims he is a Dept of Parks and Recreation employee or volunteer (unclear), and who often circulates the petitions that result in these block parties, often hangs out around 633 10th Street, NE in the evenings with his buddies at this address.  She is unaware of who all he gets to sign these petitions, but says they do not include a majority of the people who live on the block.

DCPS - did these event organizers have permission to use school property (or District property if it is not an active school)?

Thank you to all for your looking into this situation to try to ascertain exactly what is going on.  We will appreciate answers to the questions above, and the residents in the 600 block of 10th Street, NE will appreciate assurance that in the future event sponsors will be required to legitimately adhere to the procedures established for the approval of events and street closures.

Skip Coburn

(202) 724-4405
