
Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


November  15, 2003




Spring/Summer 2004


3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

SummerTime and Reading Together, c/o Robert Strauss Building 

1333 New Hampshire Ave. NE,  Suite 330B  WDC 20036

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Marcio Duffles





Founding director

6. Address (if different from above)

121 Tennessee Ave. NE WDC 20002

7. Telephone






8. Fax

 (202) 546 -7442




 
  (202)  546 -7468

9. E-mail Address

mduffles@amphx.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

To provide literacy training to adult volunteers participating in START’ s Lincoln PArk Book Club  (LPBC); to update LPBC reading workbooks; to increase LPBC program participation via outreach to parents through anc 6a public school PTA family literacy activities

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested

$ 3,550





     

$3,550

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

Gannett Foundation (pending), Microsoft , BB&T Bank, CHAMPS
14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

The  program targets children ages 5-14 of families residng in the ANC6A designated area.  The START summer program aims to close the summer “learning gap” by pairing children with reading partners and enabling them to improve their literacy skills through individual and group tutoring and educational activities.
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START PROJECT PROPOSAL

Program Background

History:  START began in the summer of 1988 with the founding of the E Street Book Club located in Capitol Hill.  During this first summer, six children met at either house every Saturday, reading together as a group, and individually during the week.  By 1990, more than 30 children were active in the book club, which was featured in a Washington Post article, as well as on local ABC and CBS affiliate television news programs. START was incorporated in 1991 with the help of its new Board and of its new pro bono legal staff of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld, l.l.p.  

The Lincoln Park Book Club joined START in 1992 and has grown from an initial 10 children to an average of 30 children participating in a summer of reading at Lincoln Park.  The children in the Lincoln Park Book Club have benefited through their participation in START by reading with dedicated volunteers, attending educational field trips such as canoe trips on the Anacostia River, attending field trips to purchase their own books at local book stores and being acknowledged for their reading efforts at START’s annual Fall Awards Dinner.

Core Activities.  Literacy is addressed by START by two methods:

· Each book club conducts group reading sessions throughout the summer where children participate in creative, literacy based activities with their peers and adult volunteers; and

· START recruits, trains and matches volunteers to read individually with a child during the summer.  The individual reading sessions supplements the group reading activities.  The volunteer works with a child in developing their reading, comprehension and writing skills.  Each child is provided a booklet to write and illustrate about the book they have read.  

Project Proposal

The ANC 6A grant proposal is designed to support two on-going START program activities for children and families in the ANC 6A area, as well as begin a new outreach program targeted to the families with children attending the Maury and Minor Elementary Schools.

Literacy Training: (Funding Request: $1,280)

Funding is requested to intensify the START recruitment of adult mentors for one-on-one pairing with Lincoln Park Book Club (LPBC) participants and to create a literacy training program designed for adult mentors paired with the current 30 Lincoln Park and E Street Book Club participants.  This will ensure that the adult volunteers, who are working with children on an individual basis, are appropriately prepared to develop children’s interest and stimulate them to read using newest and most proven pedagogical methods. The training is also important so that these adult volunteers are aware of how to screen for learning issues (e.g. dyslexia) and other impediments to developing reading skills.   

Revising Reading Workbooks: (Funding Request: $1,380)

The current START reading workbook is a very general, non-targeted, instrument that needs to be updated and targeted towards the different age-groups of 5-6, 7-9 and 10-12 year old children.  Funding is requested to completely revise the workbook using colorful and child-appealing graphics, puzzles and inserting new exercises.

Outreach to Maury and Minor Elementary Schools: (Funding Request: $890)

The Lincoln Park Book Club (LPBC) did some basic and successful outreach to Maury Elementary school between 1993 and 1997.  Most of the children who participated in LPBC during that time were due to a result of that very basic outreach effort.  Funding is requested to implement a formal outreach program to both Maury and Minor elementary schools.  The outreach program would consist of:

· Coordinating with the respective school PTAs to recruit parents for an interactive family literacy workshop;

· Pre-summer and post-summer literacy evaluation of selected new youth LPBC participants.
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Program Budget

Lincoln Park Book Club

Summer of 2004

ANC6A

	Task
	Description
	Amount

	Update Book Report Booklets


	START’s Family Literacy Specialist, Ms. Angela Lanier, to design three (3) age appropriate (5-7, 

8-9, 10-12 years old) book report booklets.  

· 40 hours total  @ $30 / hour

· Print 60 books @ $3.00 per booklet.

(with color prints)
	$1200.

$  180.

	Maury & Minor PTA Outreach
	Ms. A. Lanier and START staff to conduct:

· Presentation on START and LPBC and 

· Family literacy presentation

(12 hrs @ $30 / hour)

·  Presentation materials

·  Pre and post-test evaluation on selected     

       sample of child participants.

       (16 hrs @ $30 / hour)
	$ 360.

$   50.

$ 480.

	Volunteer Recruiting 

& 

Training Workshop
	Volunteer recruiting and matching conducted by START staff.

· 2 hours / vol x 40 vols x $10 / hour.

Ms. A. Lanier to conduct literacy workshop for LPBC volunteers.

· 16 hrs x $30 / hour.


	$ 800.

$ 480.

	
	
	$3,550.


