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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


July 22, 2005



Summer/Fall 2005


3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

SummerTime and Reading Together, c/o Robert Strauss Building 

1333 New Hampshire Ave. NE,  Suite 330B  WDC 20036

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Elizabeth Marsh Ide




Director

6. Address (if different from above)

1726 Peartree Lane, Crofton, MD

7. Telephone






8. Fax

 (202) 419-3508




 
  (202) 659-4971
9. E-mail Address

start_dc@yahoo.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Purchase of books for use by Lincoln Park book club members who reside in ANC6A.

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested

$ 500




     

$500

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

 Capitol Hill Community Foundation (was CHAMPS)
14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

The  program targets children ages 5-14 of families residing in ANC 6A.  The Lincoln Park Book Club members are children who meet with adult volunteers in their neighborhood once each week for an hour of individual reading time.  Motivation to improve literacy skills will be enhanced when children are given the opportunity to choose books to borrow and write reports on.  Furthermore, the fact that the books will remain the property of START, Inc, will help children to learn responsibility in caring for and returning the books.
Attach:

· Proposal (maximum of 2 pages)




· Itemized budget showing all projected expenses

· Grant applications should include this application form, form, proposal, and budget, as well as copies of every supporting document such as financial statements, newspaper clippings, brochures, etc.

ANC 6A PROJECT PROPOSAL

Program Background

History

START began in the summer of 1988 with the founding of the E Street Book Club located in Capitol Hill.  During this first summer, six children met at either house every Saturday, reading together as a group, and individually during the week.  By 1990, more than 30 children were active in the book club, which was featured in a Washington Post article, as well as on local ABC and CBS affiliate television news programs. START was incorporated in 1991 with the help of its new Board and of its new pro bono legal staff of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld, l.l.p.  

The Lincoln Park Book Club joined START in 1992 and has grown from an initial 10 children to an average of 30 children participating in a summer of reading at Lincoln Park.  The children in the Lincoln Park Book Club have benefited through their participation in START by reading with dedicated volunteers, attending educational field trips such as canoe trips on the Anacostia River, attending field trips to purchase their own books at local book stores and being acknowledged for their reading efforts at START’s annual Fall Awards Dinner.

Core Activities

Literacy is addressed by START by two methods:

1.    Each book club conducts group reading sessions throughout the summer where children participate in creative, literacy based activities with their peers and adult volunteers; and

2.   START recruits, trains and matches volunteers to read individually with a child during the summer.  The individual reading sessions supplements the group reading activities.  The volunteer works with a child in developing their reading, comprehension and writing skills.  Each child is provided a booklet to write and illustrate about the book they have read.  

Project Proposal

START, Inc requests $500 from ANC 6A to help pay for books for use by the Lincoln Park Book Club participants and their adult Volunteer Reading Partners.  Specifically, the money will be used to establish an Environmental Science library in keeping with the ongoing theme of the Book Club.  The books will inspire interest in ecology and conservation, and represent an introductory step toward a more comprehensive study of the local environment, e.g. the Anacostia River, to be continued next summer.  The introduction of the children to environmental study with books, followed by more hands-on experience in forthcoming summers will serve to encourage repeat participation, and tangible progression of the learning experience.  START’s possession of the selection of books will ensure that the same titles are consistently available to all of the children.

The current program consists primarily of weekly meetings during which children read individually with trained adults.  The one-on-one structure not only eliminates many of the distractions that weaken group instruction, but allows children to form meaningful relationships with role models.  In fact, many of the children and their Reading Partners have worked together for multiple summers.  We believe that consistent attention and feedback from someone who cares about their progress is unique motivation for a child to learn to read.  

Our Reading Partners come from all walks of life with a common factor of dedication to child literacy.  They are not compensated financially in any way for their commitment of weekly hours spent working with children.

The availability of a Book Club library will help the children to learn valuable lessons in responsibility and respect for shared property.  Participants will be allowed to borrow books and taught to take good care of them, and to understand that they are the property of the entire Book Club.  In this structure, children have the opportunity to appreciate sharing and concern for others, as the fact that their peers may be waiting to read the book they have borrowed could provide motivation to return it.  Lastly, the library would serve as a visible, material extension of the Book Club that will help the children feel pride in themselves and the organization they are part of. 

Budget Narrative

The $500 that START requests from ANC 6A will be spent on a variety of books, especially environmental science books to be used by the children in the Lincoln Park Book Club during their Reading Partner sessions.  The books will remain in the possession of START, Inc, to be used by Lincoln Park participants each summer for years to come.

Budget
Purchase of  books
 



       $ 500
Amount requested: 




       $ 500

