Agenda
 

ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

November 26, 2007 at 7:00 pm

 

I. Call meeting to order
II. Introductions (5 minutes)
III. Announcement

A. December Committee Meeting Cancelled

IV. Community Comment (5 minutes)
V. Updates

A. Consideration of Coalition of Concerned Citizens of Eastern Washington Letter Requesting Mobility Study (attached) – Mahmud (20 minutes)
VI. New Business
A. Meet with National Marathon Race Organizers to Begin 2008 Race Planning Discussions – Mahmud (20 minutes)
B. Request for Alley Cleaning at 1200 Block of Wylie Street NE - alley between H Street and Wylie Street – Mahmud (20 minutes)

C. Consider Request for “Bulb-Out” Curbs at the Corner of 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NE – Commisioner Holmes (20 minutes)

D. Consider Change of Monthly Committee Meeting Dates – Mahmud (5 minutes)

VII. Additional Community Comment (time permitting)
VIII. Adjourn meeting
Coalition of Concerned Citizens of Eastern Washington

The Honorable Adrian Fenty

Mayor, The District of Columbia

John A. Wilson Building

1350Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20004

August 1, 2007

Re:
Request for a New Traffic Mobility Study for Eastern Washington, DC 

Dear Mayor Fenty: 

Communities on both sides of the Anacostia River face major impacts from large-scale transportation proposals.  The transportation proposals alone involve reconfiguration of three major bridges and the addition of multiple new linkages that will hugely affect neighborhood and commuter traffic flows.  The development proposals will greatly intensify land use bringing many additional people through and into the Anacostia River communities for work and recreation. Their addition will have large impacts on existing traffic corridors and open space.

All our affected communities have significant questions and uncertainties about (1) what exactly is planned, (2) how all the plans in combination will affect our communities and (3) what the cost to local taxpayers of the transportation infrastructure will be.  In the past, a number of our organizations have supported one or more of these projects but failure to get responses to questions over the last year, has caused increasing concern for projects with such large potential results.

Acknowledging only the second of these three concerns, the District of Columbia government undertook a study of “future land use and transportation demand in the Anacostia corridor”. This was issued in March/April of 2006 and was entitled “The Anacostia Waterfront Transportation Mobility Study”. The other two concerns, i.e. the totality of what is planned and the cost of the transportation “package,” have gone largely unaddressed.

We seek the following actions:

· Preparation of a new Mobility study in light of the fundamental deficiencies (summarized below) of the first mobility study.  This new study should be prepared by consultants who are expert in the integration of urban land use and multi-modal transportation system planning and who are not involved with particular AWI or other initiatives in the affected communities.

· Preparation of a single document that accurately describes all AWI, Great Streets and other significant development projects planned for implementation in the Anacostia River communities.

· Full disclosure of how much parkland is proposed to be taken for development purposes and how much private property is proposed to be taken by eminent domain.

· Realistic estimates of the total cost of these transportation infrastructure projects including a breakdown of how much will be paid by the federal government, how much by District taxpayers and how much by other jurisdictions.

· Estimated costs of alternatives to particular plans which were identified by our communities in District-sponsored, planning meetings.

Deficiencies of the first Mobility Study:

The existing mobility study falls far short of providing the comprehensive look that is needed, given the potential for the AWI and other projects to affect the integrity and viability of our District neighborhoods 

and the flow of commuter and other regional travel.  While the study disclaims any goal of simply “moving cars,” regional drivers and commuters appear to be the major beneficiaries of the “rationalized” (but uncosted) system it evaluates.  It does not show how AWI and other transportation projects and related economic development will affect our communities.  

Major shortcomings of the mobility study include:

· Failure to examine how freeway and arterial conditions will affect neighborhood traffic conditions

· Failure to examine conditions on the freeways and arterials including the SE/SW freeway and Pennsylvania Avenue. This issue is key to understanding commuter movement across and through our neighborhoods.

· Failure to integrate redevelopment of the 14th Street Bridge into transportation planning for the Anacostia River communities.  This issue is important in the understanding of how the proposed system will affect the use of the freeway by regional and interstate car and truck drivers as a beltway alternative.

· No assessment of conditions on the expanded 12 lane, 11th Street Bridge comprised of freeway and non-freeway lanes. For example: this expansion is proposed, in part, in order to shift a large amount of commuter and other regional traffic from the South Capitol Street Bridge.  This shift would increase 11th Street Bridge traffic by 64% to 209,000 vehicles daily.  A significant portion of this traffic would be carried by the four non-freeway lanes of the 11th Street Bridge and the community streets on both sides of the river.  Yet this major impact on the communities is not even mentioned in the mobility study. 

· Failure, conceded in the mobility study (p.A3-21), to examine the impact on the transportation network of the intensified land uses resulting from AWI projects and other development initiatives on the east side of the river.  For example: the Office of Planning’s Great Streets proposal for Pennsylvania Avenue SE calls for unbroken, high-rise, mixed-use development from the Sousa Bridge to Southern Avenue and the re-location of multiple police facilities that will bring 1100 cars into the Virginia Avenue SE neighborhood. 

· Failure to address conditions resulting from Stadium events.

· Failure to describe or assess the benefits of comprehensive community traffic mitigation

In Sum:
1) We believe it is important to do this new mobility study as quickly as reasonably possible. It is important for the future of these communities that this information be provided in time to inform discussion of and decisions about AWI, Great Streets, and other major development initiatives.  We have heard that some contracts may already have been signed, or signing is imminent, for the 11th Street Bridges Project despite the fact that the final Environmental Impact Statement has not yet been released.  We fear that any such contracts might “lock in” particular designs before residents, the Mayor and the Council have had an opportunity to fully digest costs and neighborhood impacts.

2) The same information must be provided to all residents and affected communities. To date, information from District government employees and government consultants varies from meeting to meeting. Citizens who attend a meeting in one neighborhood receive different and conflicting information from that received by citizens in another neighborhood.  Information given to the same residents changes from meeting to meeting without explanation.  For instance, residents have been told affirmatively that an east of the river trolley will/will not be built; the contracts have/have not been let and that the trolley will run on Martin Luther King Avenue/Good Hope Road.  It is apparent that planners and their advisers are talking past each other and that no one is speaking candidly to the communities.  We request an open process with full disclosure for all neighborhoods and wards bordering the Anacostia.

We look forward to meeting with you to discuss these concerns.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely,

Lisa Alfred, President
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Patrick Crowley, Vice Chair 


William Phillips, President
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Laura Richards
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Gladys Dorn Hall
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Thomas Grahame



Frazer Walton Jr, President
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Kingman Park Civic Association

Stella Hall




Richard Wolf, President

Du Pont Park 
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