ANC 6A Transportation and Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St NE)

May 30, 2007

I. Chairman Mahmud called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM absent a quorum.

A. Committee members present: Lance Brown, Jennifer Flather and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

B. Committee members absent: DeLania Hardy, Sean Lovitt, Warner Sterling Diane Hoover, Victor McKoy and Marlon Smoker 
C. Also in attendance were ANC 6A Commissioners Stephanie Nixon and David Holmes, and a member of the community.
II. Announcements

A. Conversion of Constitution Ave. NE to Permanent Two-Way on or about July 1, 2007

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of DDOT’s decision to perform this two-way conversion first among the two-way conversions recommended by the Capitol Hill Transportation Study.

ii. Commissioner Holmes asked about timing the streetlights along C Street NE.  Commissioner Nixon informed him such action may disrupt the timing of bus service.
B. Christopher Delfs of DDOT Tentatively Scheduled to Attend June Committee Meeting

i. Mr. Delfs agreed to attend our June committee meeting as a follow-up to Director Moneme’s participation at the May ANC 6A meeting.

ii. Mr. Mahmud would like to prepare a set of issues/questions to be addressed by Mr. Delfs ahead of time.  A set of draft issues/questions will be circulated by Mr. Mahmud for review by the committee members ahead of being forwarded to Mr. Delfs.

III. New Business
A. Establish Legislative Research Group – Mahmud
i. The committee discussed establishing a group of committee members interested in researching and proposing legislation to city counsel aimed at addressing transportation and public space concerns in our ANC.

ii. As a first step, Mr. Mahmud and Mr. Brown agreed to look into legislative fixes for the sign illumination issues the committee has looked into with respect to Mount Moriah Church.
B. Research DDOT’s Alley Construction/Repair Schedule for ANC 6A – Mahmud
i. Numerous questions have come up of late regarding alley repair and maintenance in our ANC.  Mr. Mahmud informed the committee he asked Mr. Delfs of DDOT about this matter and that Mr. Delfs promised to forward Mr. Mahmud an updated construction prioritization list in the next week or so.

ii. Mr. Mahmud would like to evaluate this list and compare it against past ANC 6A prioritization lists and current alley repair needs.

iii. In addition, Mr. Mahmud would like Mr. Delfs to address this issue in June.  More specifically, he would like to find out how many repair projects our ANC can reasonably expect to be completed this year, what those projects are and when they will be started.

C. Letter to Taxicab Commission Re: Lack of H Street Service – Mahmud
i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of recent complaints about taxicab service to H Street and the surrounding neighborhoods.  Residents and patrons of H Street business have complained of cab drivers refusing to take fares to H Street.  In addition, some have complained it is difficult finding a cab on H Street when leaving an H Street business.  The committee discussed the issue at length and decided something needed to be done.

ii. Ms. Nixon has been in contact with Carolyn Crank of the U.S. Attorney’s Office who is interested in helping us resolve the problem.  Ms. Crank also passed along a contact at the Taxicab Commission, Doreen Thompson, who may be able to help us as well.

iii. Mr. Mahmud agreed to contact Ms. Thompson to find out the most effective way of addressing our concerns.  Mr. Mahmud will also invite her to our July committee meeting so residents can express their concerns directly.  This will also give us a chance to discuss possible solutions.

D. Proposed Letter Re: Traffic Camera Request Procedures – Mahmud/Nixon
i. Ms. Nixon informed the committee of her efforts to get clarification on this issue.  Ken Granata, a former member of the committee, has drafted a letter requesting precise instructions on how citizens can go about making a traffic camera request (attached).

ii. The committee briefly reviewed the letter.  Mr. Mahmud moved that we send Mr. Granata’s letter on to the ANC for approval.  Ms. Nixon seconded and the motion passed without objection.
iii. Recommendation: Send Mr. Granata’s draft letter requesting precise traffic camera request procedures.
E. Proposed Letter Re: Utilization of 1401 Maryland Ave. NE – Mahmud

i. Commissioner Schultheiss has proposed we recommend some uses for the public space adjacent to this property since it is currently being used for illegal parking.  One idea is to use the space for temporary legal parking during streetscape construction along H Street and Benning Road since many public parking spaces will be lost during construction.

ii. The committee discussed the best way of getting community input on this issue.  Commissioner Nixon moved that the committee hold a public discussion at its June meeting to get community feedback, and make an announcement at the June ANC meeting.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion and it passed without objection.
iii. Recommendation: Announce at the June ANC meeting that a public discussion on possible uses for the public space adjacent to 1401 Maryland Ave. NE will be held at the June Transportation and Public Space Committee meeting.
IV. Updates
A. H Street Transportation Management – Schultheiss
i. Commissioner Schultheiss continues to work with H Street merchants and city officials to come up with parking solutions, particularly during streetscape construction.

B. SMD Captains – Mahmud
i. Mr. Mahmud has created a spreadsheet to track service requests and the flyer of reportable conditions is nearly complete.  We have several volunteers in place, but are still lacking others in some single member districts.
ii. Elizabeth Nelson of the Community Outreach Committee has recommended we submit an article to Voice of the Hill informing the community of this program and soliciting volunteers.
V. Additional Community Comment
A. Ms. Nixon informed the committee of problems with trash cans in public space.  She suspects some businesses abutting residential zones do not have public space permits for their dumpsters and some dumpsters are not properly fenced in.

i. Ms. Nixon cited one address in particular as a problem, a catering company located at 409 18th Street NE.  The committee discussed sending a letter to DDOT asking for public space enforcement.

ii. Mr. Mahmud agreed to call DDOT to find out if the owner a) has a valid public space permit and b) whether our committee can request a copy of the permit.

VI. Adjourn meeting at 8:35 pm.

DRAFT TRAFFIC CAMERA INFORMATION REQUEST LETTER

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Captain Henry Burt and Lieutenant Kelvin Cusick

MPD: Traffic Division

[INSERT ADDRESS HERE]

Dear Captain Burt and Lieutenant Cusick,

We appreciate your office providing a description of steps to obtain a traffic camera in our neighborhoods.  However, we need to request further clarification on which District agency is responsible for each step and at what points the community should weigh in to facilitate this process.  

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted [INSERT HERE] to respectfully request that MPD Traffic Division provide ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee with a step-by-step (from request-to-implementation) procedural guide for the fix speed-camera program.  

This procedural guide should include all steps necessary to evaluate a site for the speed-camera program.  The information should include, but not be limited to, the following: step-by-step procedural outline from site request to camera implementation; responsibilities of each DC government department/agency and personnel contact for each step; citizens’ responsibilities for each step, an estimated time-line for completion of each step; MPD’s site assessment traffic data; and MPD site evaluation protocol to assess site appropriateness for the fixed camera program. 

We request MPD provide this information to ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee within thirty day from receipt of  this letter.

Thank you for all your assistance and we look forward to your prompt reply.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Tommy Wells, Councilmember Ward 6


Cathy Lanier, Chief MPD


Diane Groomes, 1st District Commander 


Christopher Delfs, District Department of Transportation

