ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

May 19, 2008 at 7:00 pm

 

I. Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm

A. Committee members present: Shane Artim, Lance Brown, Sean Lovitt, Marlon Smoker and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

B. Committee members absent: DeLania Hardy, Diane Hoover and Warner Sterling
II. Community Comment
A. Mr. Brown informed the committee that the curb cuts along the 1400 block of Maryland Avenue we asked DDOT about removing have been removed.
B. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee Commissioner Bill Schultheiss has invited the owners of the former car lot site at 1400 Maryland Avenue to give a presentation to our committee in June.  The ANC will consider holding a joint meeting with the Economic Development & Zoning Committee (ED&Z) for this presentation since there are crossover issues.
C. Mr. Lovitt asked the committee about potential zoning violations at a house renovation site at 14th and G Streets.  There was some confusion over exactly which house Mr. Lovitt was referring to, but Mr. Brown believes he investigated the zoning issue and thought it was OK.  The committee agreed it was best for any zoning problem at this site to be referred to ED&Z.
III. New Business
A. Parking Enforcement on H Street
i. Mr. Mahmud briefed the committee on an email correspondence between Commissioners Joe Fengler and Bill Schultheiss, and a resident of our ANC regarding parking for H Street merchants.  The resident asked if anything could be done by the city to allow merchants parking permits, something similar to the Residential Parking Permit program.
ii. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee there probably isn’t anything DDOT can do for the merchants in this regard.

iii. Mr. Brown agreed that we are probably not going to find a solution for the merchants.  He encouraged the businesses to seek cooperation with other businesses like Hechinger, Autozone, etc. where parking is more available.
IV. Old Business

A. Routing of Nationals Parking Lot Busses
i. Mr. Mahmud briefed the committee on his conversation with Ms. Francine Waters, Director of Transportation and Planning for the Washington Nationals:
1. Ms. Waters is sensitive to the community’s concern over the routing of Nats Express parking lot buses on “conflict days” (the eight game days when both the Nationals and DC United hold home games).  On conflict days, Nationals fans must park in lot seven, instead of lot eight.  On non-conflict days, Nationals fans can park in lot eight, from which buses can exit and leave the parking lot using the RFK access road (runs along the Potomac River and avoids most residential streets).
2. The conflict days are as follows:

a. Wednesday, April 09, 2008

b. Saturday, April 26, 2008

c. Saturday, May 10, 2008

d. Saturday, May 24, 2008

e. Wednesday, June 4, 2008

f. Sunday, June 22, 2008

g. Sunday, June 29, 2008

h. Saturday, July 12, 2008

i. Saturday, August 2, 2008

j. Saturday, August 30, 2008
3. On conflict days, Nationals fans parking in lot seven must be bussed to the stadium using the following route:

a. Left out of the lot onto Oklahoma Ave NE

b. Right on C Street NE

c. Left on 17th Street NE

d. Right on Potomac Avenue SE
e. Right on I Street SE

f. Left on 8th Street SE

g. Right on M Street SE and on to the stadium

4. Mr. Mahmud explained that some of the citizens living along this route have complained about large busses using these streets to transport fans to and from the game.  Citizens have cited noise and safety issues, as well as general unease about the impact of these large busses on small residential streets.

5. Ms. Waters pointed out that some of these roads are also traveled by Metro busses, which was a key consideration in establishing the current route.  She also pointed out that her staff worked with DDOT, MPD and Councilmember Wells’ office to establish the best route possible for the busses on conflict days, and that given all the concerns that needed to be addressed (adequate space for turning, public safety, etc.) this was the best route they could come up with.  Ms. Waters also expressed regret for not including local ANCs in the discussion (she genuinely thought all concerned parties had been included in the discussions), but promised to do so going forward.  She has also discussed this issue with representatives of ANC 6B
6. Mr. Mahmud asked Ms. Waters why her office could not find a way to route busses to Nationals Stadium using the RFK Stadium access road on conflict days, even though this would require sharing the road with DC United fans traffic.  Ms. Waters explained that MPD ruled that option out since the access road must be kept one way on game days.  Changing that policy would result in additional safety and traffic flow concerns.
7. Mr. Mahmud also informed Ms. Waters that Nats Express busses have been seen traveling through Hill East neighborhood streets even on non-conflict days.  In addition, he expressed doubt as to whether the busses are indeed sticking to the route she described.

8. Ms. Waters asked that any resident noticing a bus either going off route or using this route on non-conflict days or speeding or doing anything else impacting the safety and well being of residents, should contact her immediately at 202-640-7131 or francine.waters@nationals.com.  Residents should be sure to provide the Martz bus number if possible and date/time of the incident.  Armed with that information, Ms. Waters promised to follow up with Martz bus officials.  Ms. Waters made a point of saying she wanted to work with the community and be responsive.
9. Mr. Mahmud promised to follow up with her should he hear any more complaints about busses failing to follow the guidelines she explained.

ii. Mr. Lovitt pointed out that the committee should be concerned about greater traffic coming through local neighborhoods in general.  We need to work on this issue with Councilmember Wells’ office.  He agrees that our ANC and the community should have been consulted on this decision.
iii. The committee decided to follow up on other concerns raised by community members with Ms. Waters, but to otherwise recommend no action be taken by the ANC at this time.

B. Crosswalk at 10th Street and Maryland Avenue
i. Mr. Mahmud explained that residents have complained about the lack of proper signage and street markings like “zebra striping” for pedestrian crossing at this intersection.  Last month, per the suggestion of Karina Ricks at DDOT, Mr. Mahmud submitted a city services request regarding this issue.

ii. Given that the city service request Mr. Mahmud submitted contains no inspection date or due date for completion of the work, the committee discussed sending a follow up letter to Ms. Ricks to ensure the request is addressed in a timely manner.

iii. Mr. Brown asked that we also request infrastructure improvements, including extending the median, reconfiguring the Maryland Avenue to 10th Street turn off, and bulb outs to increase pedestrian safety.  The committee discussed and agreed it may be best to ask for the easier, less expensive fixes now.  

iv. Mr. Mahmud made a motion to recommend the ANC send a letter to Karina Ricks of DDOT, copying Councilmember Wells, asking for better pedestrian signage and street markings like zebra striping at the corner of 10th Street NE and Maryland Avenue NE.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Artim volunteered to prepare a draft of the letter.
V. Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.
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