ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

October 20, 2008
I. Call meeting to order at 7:00 pm
II. Introductions
A. Present: Shane Artim, Lance Brown, DeLania Hardy, Dianne Hoover, Commissioner Bill Schultheiss, Marlon Smoker and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

B. Absent: Sean Lovitt and Warner Sterling

III. Community Comment
A. Ms. Hardy proposed giving a presentation to the committee at a future meeting on the Highway Trust Fund and potential collapse of the federal Mass Transit Account.  She explained that lagging gas tax revenues have created a deficit which could threaten future spending.  Although Congress recently passed an $8B patch to cover the current shortfall, there is no guarantee this will be done in the future.  Ms. Hardy further explained that a lack of federal funding could threaten local transportation projects, including streetcars in the District.

IV. Announcements

A. Union Station Bicycle Transit Center Groundbreaking held on September 26

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee the project is estimated to cost about $3M and scheduled for completion in Spring 2009.

B. H Street Streetscape Construction

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee representatives from DDOT attended the October ANC meeting to update the committee on the construction project.

ii. The committee discussed aspects of the project including the current cost of approximately $35M, the impact on the neighborhood, construction schedule (including work on Saturdays), alteration of traffic lane direction during rush hour.

iii. Ms. Hardy made a motion that the committee recommend the ANC send a letter to the project construction manager and DDOT officials requesting that all steel plates laid in the street during construction be properly secured each day to prevent rattling and unsafe road conditions.  Ms. Hoover seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Mahmud agreed to prepare a draft of the letter.
V. New Business
A. Review of Proposed Curb Cut Regulations (Attachment A)
i. The committee reviewed the proposed regulations and discussed suggested amendments.  The committee also reviewed comments on the regulations provided by Stanton Park Neighborhood Association, and ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Committee members Drew Ronneberg (Chair) and Rich Luna.
ii. Several motions were made, seconded and passed regarding the proposed regulations.  All motions, summarized below, are to be included in a letter the committee recommends the ANC send to DDOT regarding the proposed regulations.  Mr. Brown agreed to prepare a draft letter.
1. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion that the letter propose addition of a Section 1201.6(e) which would read:

a. “if property classified as vacant.”  Mr. Smoker seconded the motion, which passed without objection.
2. Mr. Smoker made a motion that the letter add a section after Section 1201.5 which would read:

a. “if DDOT determines there is a unpermitted curb cut or driveway where DDOT is replacing the curb line, the abutting property owner shall be given notice and a period of sixty (60) days to either submit proof of an existing public space permit or to obtain a new public space permit.  If there is no existing permit, DDOT may remove the curb cut at DDOT’s expense.”  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.

3. Mr. Brown made a motion that the letter include a recommendation that DDOT develop guidelines for use by its Public Space Committee when deciding to approve curb cut applications directing the committee to consider clearly stated planning, density and land use objectives.  Commissioner Schultheiss seconded the motion, which passed without objection.
4. Mr. Brown made a motion that the letter include a recommendation that Section 1203.1 be revised to further explain the circumstances which will lead to revocation of a public space permit. Mr. Artim seconded the motion, which passed without objection.

5. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion that the letter indicate our agreement with the positions stated in the Stanton Park Neighborhood Association letter (Attachment B).  Mr. Brown seconded the motion, which passed without objection.

6. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion that the letter include a proposal to amend the regulations to cover situations where the property owner is applying for or getting a permit revoked.
a. Mr. Brown proposed an amendment changing “property owner” to “property owner or lessee,” citing 1400 Maryland as an example.  Mr. Artim seconded the motion, which passed without objection.

b. Commissioner Schultheiss’ original motion was seconded by Mr. Brown and passed without objection.

7. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion that the letter include a proposed Section 1204 regarding notification which would allow for a) proper notice to ANCs and that Sixty (60) days be allowed for comments on all driveway and curb cut permit applications; and b) property owners be given sixty (60) days notice to challenge proposed public space revocations.  Ms. Hoover seconded the motion, which passed without objection.
8. Mr. Smoker made a motion that the letter also seek clarification on Sections 1201.2 and 1201.3.  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.

9. Mr. Brown made a motion that the letter reflect the addition of a subsection d to Section 1201.6, as proposed by Mr. Ronneberg via email (Attachment C):
a. “(d) when alterations of the property no longer permits access to parking on private land.”  Commissioner Schultheiss seconded the motion, which passed without objection.
B. Review of Proposed Mobile Storage Container Regulations (Attachment D)
i. The committee reviewed the proposed regulations and discussed suggested amendments.
ii. Mr. Brown made a motion that the committee recommend the ANC send a letter seeking addition of a provision within Section 3312.6 of the proposed regulations which would specify that no container shall block all or a portion of a motor vehicle or bicycle travel lane.  Ms. Hardy seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Brown agreed to prepare a draft of the letter.
C. Review of 1400 Maryland Ave. NE Traffic Study (Attachment D)
i. The committee reviewed the study commissioned by DAG Petroleum.

ii. Commissioner Schultheiss made a motion that the committee recommend the ANC authorize up to $3,000 to hire a transportation impact study expert witness for the public space and BZA hearings regarding 1400 Maryland Avenue NE.  Ms. Hoover seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  

VI. Additional Community Comment
A. None

VII. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm
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