Ambrose Email on Weekend Parking Violations (3/15/05)
Subject: FW: Parking Violations by Church Paritioners

From: "Ambrose, Sharon (COUNCIL)" <sambrose@dccouncil.us>

Date: Tue, 15 Mar 2005 14:49:09 -0500

To: "Bobb, Robert (EOM)" <Robert.Bobb@dc.gov>

CC: "Jones, Tara (EOM)" <Tara.Jones@dc.gov>, "Ramsey, Charles (MPD)" <charles.ramsey@dc.gov>, "Schwartz, Carol (COUNCIL)" <schwartzc@dccouncil.us>, "Maier, Adam (COUNCIL)" <amaier@dccouncil.us>, "Howland, William (DPW)" <William.Howland@dc.gov>, "Mcguire, Thomas (MPD)" <thomas.mcguire@dc.gov>, "Greene, Jennifer (MPD)" <jennifer.greene@dc.gov>, "Mccoy, Larry (MPD)" <larry.mccoy@dc.gov>, "Hope, Byron (MPD)" <byronb.hope@dc.gov>, "Thompson, Adrian (FEMS)" <Adrian.Thompson@dc.gov>, "Newman, Susan (EOM)" <Susan.Newman@dc.gov>, "Duval, Jerome (EOM)" <Jerome.Duval@dc.gov>, "Etzkorn, Lars (DDOT)" <lars.etzkorn@dc.gov>, "Evans, Jack (COUNCIL)" <jackevans@dccouncil.us>, "Solberg, Andrew (MPD)" <andrew.solberg@dc.gov>, "'rice6a03@verizon.net'" <rice6a03@verizon.net>

Dear Mr. Bobb,

This is an issue that I believe needs to be addressed by more than one

agency - DPW, MPD, Fire/EMS, and DDOT.  The First District Commander and I

continually receive complaints about people being blocked in by cars parking

abreast and about streets being totally blocked around churches - usually on

Sundays.  But, this problem is not unique to the residents of First District

and Ward 6.  Often, throughout the city, individuals come out of their homes

needing to get into their cars and go to the hospital or to some other

appointed meeting (perhaps to go to their church) - only to find that they

are blocked in with no way out.  And, frequently, streets are totally

blocked by cars picking people up and dropping people off in the only

remaining traffic lanes because all the other lanes are filled with cars

which have been parked abreast.

Everyone realizes that there has to be an accommodation to deal with the

problem created on Sundays by the thousands of additional parked cars that

surround churches whenever services and other types of religious activities

are taking place.  While these services usually take place on Sundays, they

also often occur during the week in the evenings.  The problems created by

the current "system" are enormous.

The Mayor, the Director of the Department of Public Works, and the Chief of

Police have had a long-standing agreement that there would be "relaxed

enforcement" in such cases.  Unfortunately, over the years, "relaxed

enforcement" has come to mean "no enforcement."  Cars double-park for entire

blocks, including in front of church entrances, in violation of "No Parking

- Entrance" signs, which are placed there to allow for a "Drop-Off and

Pick-Up Zone."  Cars double-park clear up into the crosswalks, leaving no

room for emergency vehicles to execute turns.  We often receive complaints

about the problems that these violations create, and complaints that

officers who respond to calls for service virtually refuse to issue any

tickets for even the most egregious violations for fear of reprimand by

their chain-of-command.

We have considered suggestions to refine this "system" in the past, but have

always run into a brick wall.  We have been told that since "parking

abreast" is against the law, it is impossible to pass or implement

procedures and rules to regulate it.  Still, we believe it would be

advisable if the Mayor, DPW, and MPD would stipulate new, clearer conditions

applied to this "relaxed enforcement."  Just as in the case of the

"Overnight RPP Zone Parking Ticket Moratorium" there should be clear

guidance formed and promulgated as to which parking regulations may be

ignored, when, and under what conditions.  But, I believe it would be best

if proposed legislation was drafted by the agencies that would be

responsible for enforcing it and brought forward by the Mayor.

Specifically, I would suggest that a "relaxed enforcement" policy should NOT

apply to the following violations:

-Parking in front of churches in violation of "No Parking - Entrance" signs.

-Parking closer than 25-feet to an intersection (meaning from the

crosswalk).

-Parking in violation of the rules as applied to fire hydrants.

"No parking" should be enforced in front of any church entrance so that the

"Drop-Off and Pick-Up Zone" would be preserved.  Then seniors and

handicapped persons could have access to the churches without cars having to

stop in the only remaining traffic lanes (thereby blocking traffic) to

unload and load passengers. 

In order to ensure that emergency vehicles responding to 911 calls for

service could make turns around corners, "No Parking" should ben enforced so

that cars are prohibited from parking within 25 feet of an intersection.

In the interests of fire safety, "No Parking" should be enforced so that

cars are prohibited from parking in violation of the rules prohibiting

blocking access to fire hydrants.

Any official "relaxed enforcement" policy should be done legislatively in

order to allow for full public discussion.

I respectfully request that you assign someone to please investigate this

problem and that the Mayor come forward with a legislative proposal to solve

it.

Thank you very much.

-----Original Message-----

From: Solberg, Andrew (MPD) [mailto:andrew.solberg@dc.gov]

Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2005 2:28 PM

To: Cody Rice; jerome.duval@dc.gov

Cc: sambrose@dccouncil.us; jim@grahamwone.com; susan.newman@dc.gov;

editor@voiceofthehill.com; robert.bobb@dc.gov; scoburn@dccouncil.us

Subject: RE: Way of the Cross parking violations: March 13, 2005

Mr. Rice,

I have passed a copy of your note to Lt. Caldwell, who will have his

officers address this on Sunday mornings.

Andy Solberg

-----Original Message-----

From: Cody Rice [mailto:rice6a03@verizon.net]

Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2005 12:49 PM

To: jerome.duval@dc.gov

Cc: sambrose@dccouncil.us; jim@grahamwone.com; Solberg, Andrew (MPD);

susan.newman@dc.gov; editor@voiceofthehill.com; robert.bobb@dc.gov;

scoburn@dccouncil.us

Subject: Way of the Cross parking violations: March 13, 2005

Mr. Duval,

It's not that I enjoying spending a Sunday morning taking pictures of 

illegally parked vehicles, but I felt these photos might help the Mayor 

understand some of the parking concerns with Way of the Cross Church. 

These were all taken on March 13, 2005 at about 11:30 am near the corner 

of 9th & D, NE.

Most church members find legal spaces in the lot behind Edmonds school 

or on the street. If MPD would roll through at about 11:30 am each 

Sunday and write a few tickets, it would create powerful incentives for 

the few scofflaws who are creating the parking problem.

The DPW website has some information on "relaxed" enforcement: 

http://dpw.dc.gov/dpw/cwp/view,a,1202,q,589452.asp

"Parking enforcement is relaxed on federal holidays and weekends for 

many violations affecting business and residential traffic flow. 

However, parking laws affecting public safety are always in effect - 

even on weekends - and violators are subject to ticketing by

the Metropolitan Police Department or other law enforcement agencies 

empowered to write citations on behalf of the District government. 

Parking violations affecting public safety include blocking emergency

entrances or exits, blocking fire hydrants, parking too close to an 

intersection (No Parking Anytime), obstructing crosswalks, etc."

Can we count on the Mayor to enforce parking laws affecting public 

safety on Sundays too?

Cody Rice

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner (6A03)

ATTACHMENTS:

P3130014--Here's a vehicle that is blocking a fire hydrant on 9th St, NE 

between C & D, NE.

P3130003--Here's a late model BMW with Maryland plates at the NE corner 

of 9th & D, NE on the wrong side of the "no parking" sign.

P3130007--Here's a shiny new jeep with its bumper hanging over the 

crosswalk at the NE corner of 9th & D, NE.

P3130010--Here's a classic. The location is the NE corner of 8th & D, 

NE. Note the illegally parked minivan blocking visibility at this 

dangerous intersection. Note the legal space in front of the vehicle. 

Wait, is that an MPD cruiser (#151) in the background? If only we could 

get you two kids together!

P3130012--Here's another car parked illegally at the NW corner of 9th & 

D, NE. The PT Cruiser in the lower right corner of the picture is also 

illegally parked and is a regular feature of that corner.

