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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC  20013


ANC 6A

Agenda Package

For the public meeting on:
Thursday, January 13, 2005
ANC 6A serves the Near Northeast, Stanton Park and North Lincoln Park communities of Capitol Hill.  The Commission has been working hard on issues ranging from H Street development, community policing, zoning issues and alcohol licensing.

Your attendance is always welcome at our monthly meetings.

Date and Time:  Second Thursday of the Month - January 13, 2005 at 7:00 pm

Location:  Miner Elementary School - entrance is on the 600 block of 15th Street, NE

Details can be found at our website:  www.anc6a.org, under agenda.
For more information, contact Joseph Fengler, 202-423-8868
Special Notice:

There will be a meeting preceding the ANC meeting at 6:00pm to discuss the violent crime on the 600 Block of 10th Street, NE.  For more information, please see the last page of this agenda package.

7:00pm
Quorum Call


Call the meeting to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes

7:05
Special Orders:
1. Establishment of an ad-hoc Schools Committee

2. Election of officers

3. Election of committee chairs

4. Appointment of committee members

7:15
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:30
Commissioner’s Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)

7:40
Officer Reports:

1.
Chair

2.
Vice-Chair

3.
Treasurer

A.
Approve monthly treasurer’s report and approve previous month’s disbursements.
B.
Approve photocopying expenses.

C.
Approve participation in ANC Security Fund (not to exceed $100)

4.  Secretary

7:50
Standing Committee Reports:

1.
Alcohol Beverage Licensing

A.
No report
2.
Economic Development and Zoning 

A.
No report

3.
Community Outreach

A.
Discuss ANC Draft Flyer.
B.
Accept committee report.

4.
Public Safety

A.
No report
8:00
Unfinished Business
1.   1341 Maryland Avenue – Firehouse (Borbely)
8:45
New Business.
1. Approve Letter to DDOT asking for removal of morning and evening rush hour parking restrictions (Rice)
2. Discuss schedule of Commission meeting dates, times, and places for ANC and committees (Rice).
3. Discussion of BZA 17256 (612 17th Street, NE): Letter to Office of Zoning regarding ANC report (Rice)
4. Update on H Street Zoning Overlay (Rice).
8:55 
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn
December 9, 2004

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler, Mack, Musante, Rice, Stevens-Harris and Ward
The meeting was convened at 7:00 pm. 

1. Agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.

1. Minutes

The minutes for October and November were approved without objection

2. Officers Reports
Chair:  Commissioner Fengler raised the issue of recruiting more community members to serve on ANC committees.  Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC approve an expenditure of $1000 to place ads in the February issues of the Hill Rag and the Voice of the Hill soliciting volunteers to serve on ANC committees.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  Commissioner Fengler said that the ad would replace the regular monthly ad, and provided an important way to get more people involved in ANC activity.  Commissioner Stevens-Harris objected, saying that the Commission that $1000 was excessive and the ANC had already paid for its ads.  Commissioner Alberti asked who will manage the content of the ad, and was told that Commissioner Fengler, working with people with expertise, would manage the production of the ad, and would bring copy back to the Commission in January.  The motion passed 5-1, with Commissioner Stevens-Harris voting in opposition.

Treasurer:  Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s report.  The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $13,238.51, and that the savings account balance was $4,128.37, for a total of $17,366,88.  Motions:  Commissioner Alberti moved, individually, that checks for the following amounts be approved: $145.00 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing meeting minutes; for $2,500 to the Friends of Lovejoy Park for a grant; to Capital Community News for $2,856 for Hill Rag advertising for one year; to Phoenix Graphics for $2,030.90 for Voice of the Hill advertising for one year; to Bode and Grenier for $1,121.50 for legal services; for $34.35 for postage and office supplies; and for $431.95 to Kinko’s for copying expenses.   The grant to Friends of Lovejoy Park was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, the others by Commissioner Musante, and they were each approved without objection, leaving a checking account balance of $9,119.70, and the savings account balance is $4,129.77, for a closing total of $13,249.47.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Stevens-Harris, and approved without objection. Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $50 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for October.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.  

Secretary: Commissioner Musante reported that he would make sure that things are in order before his term expires.

3. Committee Reports
a. Economic Development and Zoning
Pilgrim Baptist Church: Commissioner Rice asked the Commission to support a request for a special exception and zoning variances for Pilgrim Baptist Church, at 6123 17th Street NE, to build and addition for executive and administrative offices in the rear of the church.  Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC adopt the Zoning Committee recommendation to send a letter of support for the special exception and zoning variance for Pilgrim Baptist Church.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.

RFP for old police station at 525 9th Street NE:  Commissioner Rice said that there had been nothing but support in the committee for residential use for the building, and urged the ANC to support a recommendation to DHCD for that use.  He said that the Committee wanted it made clear that the building should be used for apartments or condos and not for other residential uses such as community-based residential facilities.  Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC recommend to DHCD that preference be given to 1/ multi-family residential use (not to include Community-Based Residential Facilities), 2/ to developers with a proven record of successful management of renovations involving asbestos, lead and other environmental hazards, and 3/ to developers with a proven record of successful redevelopment of properties in historic districts.  Additionally, the ANC should seek clarification of the legal requirements for the property to be developed with low income in addition to market rate housing.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  (Commissioner-elect Mark Borberly raised a point of order asking that Commissioner Musante recuse himself from this discussion because of his understanding that the Commissioner was starting a development company and asked the price of the building.  Commissioner Musante responded that his firm is in its earliest phase--he has no partners, no money and no interest in the project.  Commissioner Fengler ruled from the chair that Commissioner Musante did not have to recuse himself.) The motion passed without objection.

RFP for old firehouse at 1341 Maryland Avenue NE

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC support a recommendation to DHCD for the redevelopment of the firehouse that preference be given to 1/ multi-family residential use (not to include Community-Based Residential Facilities), 2/ to developers with a proven record of successful management of renovations involving asbestos, lead and other environmental hazards, 3/ to developers with a proven record of successful redevelopment of properties in historic districts, and 4/to bids that would preserve the historic exterior of the building.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti.  

Commissioner Rice said that he is sympathetic to those who want to see a community-serving use, but that if you say that you open the door to uses like a church or youth residential community as well as a bookstore or coffee shop, and it was safer to recommend residential use.  He emphasized that the ANC’s influence is limited, and while it can recommend, it doesn’t mean the city will listen.  Great weight means the city has to listen to the ANC, but it doesn’t mean they have to take its advice.  He said there had been discussion about asking for a delay in issuing the RFP, but it’s unlikely the RFP will be issued before February, and there is an unacceptable risk that a delay could mean that it won’t be developed at all. He said that he was willing to offer an amendment to the Committee’s recommendation that included language that said the community’s preference was for a community-serving purpose, but he wanted the language to come from Commissioner-elect Borbay since it was his concern, but the amendment had not been forthcoming.

Commissioner Ward, in whose SMD the firehouse is, congratulated the community for its involvement in the issue, and would not like to see the activism cut off by recommending residential use when the community is still working out its recommendations.  Many city agencies encourage community participation, and it should not be cut off.

Mark Borberly said that the committee recommendation is the exact opposite of what the community wants there.  He campaigned on supporting community use for the building and got 100 signatures on a petition of people who live in that area, The timing is wrong—the community has had a month and a week, which is not enough.  He said his job is to represent his community, and offering amendment is not the answer—more time is needed and another month would harm nothing.

Mary Spitzer said that it is worthy to listen to what the community wants, and respectfully requests more time to reach a decision on the use of the building.  Another resident said that the community is an oppositional relationship with the ANC, and while the ANC had put in a lot of work and effort, but given the original DHCD timeline which, they said in April would take eight or nine months to get community input, to give the community until February still cuts DHCD’s time in half but gives the community more time.  Another resident said the first motion was very vague, using the language of “community use.”  He said it is dangerous to be unspecific with the City.  He suggested that if there time, the community submit its own recommendation and the ANC make its.  Andrea Scott said that the people who were present at the last meeting want a community use.  The developers have enough projects, and Sherwood Rec Center is not in the immediate neighborhood.  Commissioner Mack said that the ANC should take into consideration what the community wants, and they have had meetings and they made a decision and the ANC’s job is to follow through with the community.  Another resident said that the use of Kramer Street facility was stolen when YSA came in and did what they wanted, and that can’t be allowed to happen again.  

Commissioner Fengler said that the street is zoned R4, and the usage they seek would require a zoning variance, which would be difficult to get, and would not be written into an RFP.  Secondly, the Capitol Hill Restoration Society sent a letter to DHCD saying that the zoning should remain residential and that Maryland Avenue is a residential street.  Also, there are very good community services available already.  Sherwood has computers, it has a gym, and arrangements should be worked on to bus people over there for activities, rather than create another site only five blocks away.  He asserted his support for residential development for the firehouse.  His constituents want to get ride of an abandoned building that has been a problem for years, and create something for the good of the community.  He said he shares Commissioner Rice’s frustration, as he also asked Mark for language stating the community’s concerns, and he would support any amendment that he and Commissioner Rice had agreed to, and there was no language.

Virginia Gaddis said that the building has not been a nuisance, that it has been used by the community in the past, in fact the ANC met there.  The ANC is not listening to the community, and it should.  Commissioner Alberti said that creating residential usage is making progress because it eliminates an empty building.  He said there are risks in delaying.  He said that the ANC committees are strong and thoughtful, and if there were a delay he would like to see any recommendation go back to the Committee, which would create a delay of another month or two.  Additionally, no one has focused in on what is meant by community use.  It’s been everything from non-profit to a commercial venture.  Does that mean Starbucks?  It is not clear that even with a delay a recommendation can be made.  He also raised the issue that the community has known since March that the RFP would be issued, and it could have mobilized sooner.  Finally, he said, another group could come along in a month, saying that it was representing the community with a different idea.

Vanessa Ruffin-Colbert said that she understands the position the city has put the community in, and she has tried to put something together.  Her suggestion is that it be used for artists, an underserved population.  It could be ideal for studios and shops for crafts that no longer exist in the community.  Another community member said that if its been empty for years, what harm is there in waiting another couple of months to give the community an opportunity to develop a plan.

Elizabeth Nelson suggested that people may be somewhat naïve in thinking about the realm of possibility, and there aren’t really that many choices. 1/ There’s no great menu of options to choose from; 2/ if you’re going to have something like a senior center you need someone to fund it and run it; and 3/ people whose neighborhoods add commercial to residential are often not happy with the added noise and foot traffic in their communities.  

Commissioner Musante said that if you walk into 6C there is a huge glass building, and around it are no longer any residential, being replaced with lobbying firms and non-profits.  And you can’t trust DC government, they’ll put there what they want.  They closed a hospital and built a baseball stadium.  Commissioner Mack said that it is Commissioner Ward’s district and she and her constituents should be listened to.  Commissioner Ward added that the community is clear on what it wants—it wants more time to make a decision on usage.  Community involvement will make thing successful, and she believes that with the input they will get something that they want.  Motion: Commissioner Ward moved that the recommendation of the Economic Development Committee be tabled and returned to committee.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack, and the motion failed to receive two-thirds of votes, and it failed.

Commissioner Rice said that this is not a wish list process.  DHCD has to get a bid, and is using the RFP to implement its plans.  The community should be looking for bidders, and urged community members to write to DHCD with their views on what purpose the building should serve.  The ANC should not be supporting a delay, as it has been the one urging DHCD to move.  He said the community should be ones asking for time. . He said he is not defending the DHCD process, but it hurts the credibility of the ANC to ask for a delay.  The ANC has been silent on the question of time, and has not urged DHCD to rush.  Amendment: Commissioner Rice offered an amendment to point 1/ of his motion, which states: “Other uses may be acceptable if they have broad appeal to residents of the surrounding community.”  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler.  

Commissioner Rice reiterated that there is great risk in proposing anything else, but this leaves the door open for other uses.  Mark Borberly said that while it was a nice gesture, it was no acceptable to the community.  The motion still asks for housing, and housing is not what the community wants.  Who is this being built for?  Are condos being built for rich people, or is it for the people who live there now.  Ms. Ruffin asked whether the amendment opens the door to a mixed-use concept.  Richard Sundberg asked whether there was room for compromise, and go forward with the amended ANC motion, and have the community bombard DHCD as well.  Commissioner Alberti expressed his concern that the amendment allowed the community too much latitude in terms of the kinds of usage that could be suggested.  Commissioner Rice then withdrew his amendment.  Commissioner Fengler then motioned to table the motion until the end of the meeting so that other issues can be dealt with, and the motion to table until the end of the meeting.  It was seconded by Rice and passed with one objection.

Commissioner Fengler moved that the report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee be accepted, and it was passed without objection.

b. Community Outreach

Maury Elementary School PTSA Grant

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that a grant of $634 be given to the Maury School PSTA to support the after-school “Working on Wellness” (WOW) program, to teach children how to prepare healthier snacks that do not require adult supervision, and provide them with exercise and activities techniques.  The grant will support the purchase of exercise equipment, fitness and food-related reading materials and cooking utensils and equipment.  The grant was approved without objection.

Miner Elementary School Bulletin Board

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that a grant of $763.64 be given to Miner Elementary School for the purchase of a large free-standing bulletin board for the school’s lobby to inform students, parents and community members of school and community activities. It was seconded by Commissioner Stevens-Harris. The grant was approved without objection.

Commissioner Fengler moved that the report of the Community Outreach Committee be accepted, and it was passed without objection.

c, Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing

Rescinding Letter of Support for Family Liquors: Motion: Interim Chair and Commissioner-Elect Mary Beatty moved, on recommendation of the ABL Committee, that the ABC’s letter of support for Family Liquors be rescinded.  She said that there had been comments on both sides of the issues at the ABL committee, with many people supporting Family Liquors and many against.  Raphael Marshall, a resident of the area, presented a petition with about 80 signatures supporting the recission, citing trash, loitering and public drinking and urination.  Commissioner Alberti said that this points up his view that no letters of support should be sent to the ABC, that silence is the proper approach, and this is an example of why.  Commissioner Stevens-Harris said that the store is in her SMD, and she had held a meeting in May and there is strong support for the store in her community, Commissioner Ward spoke about the violations she had seen, and commended the community for their active approach.  Commissioner Rice spoke in favor of the recommendation, even though he voted for the original letter of support.  He agreed with Commissioner Alberti that support letters are a bad idea, because things change.  Commissioner Stevens Harris was questioned as to who her community was, and she said she had leafleted and had a large crowd.  The recommendation was accepted without objection.

Applications for The Olympic and Show Bar

Commissioner-Elect Beatty said the Committee had a hearing on The Olympic and Show Bar, two new establishments in the 1200 block of H Street.  Joe Englert, the owner, assured the committee that they are not strip bars, as had been rumored.  The Show Bar will have vaudeville type acts, and the Olympic will be a traditional sports bar.  Mr. Englert agreed verbally to many stipulations on noise, nudity, trash and other issues.  Subsequently, a voluntary agreement has been worked out with Mr. Englert that covers all the issues that had been discussed orally.  It is the same voluntary agreement that has been used by other H Street establishments, including Rose’s Dream and the Majestic.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC become a signatory to the voluntary agreement with Joe Englert for The Olympic and Show Bar.  The agreement stipulates that the licenses for both establishments will be CT, rather than the CN license that Show Bard is currently applying for, Other added provisions include no nude dancing or adult entertainment.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  

Commissioner Harris-Stevens, in whose SMD the establishments are located, complained that she had not been contacted, nor had her successor, to discuss the voluntary agreement. She has a petition from the people in her community that they do not want a bar on H Street, but their views haven’t been taken into account.  People are concerned about the drinking, the loitering, and there’s going to be a pool hall next door.

Commissioner Alberti reminded the ANC 12th Street is in the Arts and Entertainment District on H Street, part of the resolution delineating the usages of H Street that is now before the City Council.  Commissioner Ward said that there were a number of people at the committee meeting who contributed to a lively discussion about all aspects of the issue.  She said that H Street needs responsible establishments that serve food, and will improve the community.  

Commissioner-elect Robyn Holden spoke to several people in the community, and there are at least 40-50 people who signed a petition opposing the establishments because they are concerned about traffic, parking and noise.  Additionally, they were not aware that the issue would be on the ABL committee agenda.  Ms. Ruffin said that individuals have been made aware of the changes, and were invited by Mr., Englert to look at the establishments, which she did, and circulated the invitation to others in the community to do the same.  Gail Sullivan expressed her concern that no one is doing anything about trash now, why will it be any better with new businesses in the neighborhood.  Raphael Marshall said he had e-mailed the letter about the bars to about 300 community people, so that there was adequate publicity.

Commissioner Stevens-Harris expressed her concern about the hours the establishment will be open—from 5 pm to 3 am, with childcare facilities and the library nearby.  Commissioner Musante said that he knows other establishments owned by Mr. Englert, and he is a responsible business owner, who will be responsive to the community.  The motion passed 5-1, with Commissioner Stevens-Harris voting in opposition,

Commissioner Fengler added that the letter to the ABC should include that the voluntary agreement is based on the license change from CN to CT, and if that doesn’t happen, the Commission reserves its right to protest.  The amendment passed without objection.

The Majestic
Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC send a letter to the ABC to not protest the granting of a stipulated CT license to The Majestic, a new H Street bar, contingent on the owner’s acceptance of the voluntary agreement with the ANC.  The motion was passed without objection.  

Commissioner Fengler moved acceptance of the monthly report of the ABL Committee.  It was accepted without objection.

Commissioner Alberti asked ABC Chair Chuck Burger whether the ANC can protest a license after the license has been granted.  He said that it can be handled, particularly having notice in advance.  He believes that the ABC has the ability to change the status, and the ANC procedure is correct.

Public Safety 

Commissioner Harris-Stevens has not held a committee meeting.

4. Unfinished Business
a. Alley behind H Street between 12th and 13th Street

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler made a motion to send a letter from the ANC to Neighborhood Services Coordinator Peter Jones requesting his assistance with problems in the alley behind H Street between 12th and 13th Street, including illegal mechanics working on cars; securing alley access; cleaning the alley’s drains; the removal of pegs from utility poles to prevent access to back yards; rodent control; tree care at AutoZone; tree box maintenance; curtailment and monitoring of truck deliveries to prevent damage to houses; the possible use of  cameras in the alley; and the possible fining of illegal mechanics and illegal dumpers.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti.  The motion was approved without objection.

b. Liquor License Update

There was a status hearing on four of the seven protested establishments.  The ANC has dropped its protest on two of the establishments: 1101 Convenience Mart and Jumbo Liquors, both of which have significant limitations on the sale of singles.  The other two were Sun and Moon and Northeast Liquor, and the ANC has asked for hearings on both those establishments.  There will be a status hearing on Friends and Family on January 5th.  The remaining establishments are still in negotiations.

c. Maryland Avenue Firehouse

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the discussion of the disposition of the firehouse be tabled until the January ANC meeting. It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  Commissioner Fengler said that while he was personally in favor of residential usage for the property, he was willing to have it go back to the Economic Development Committee for another discussion.  While he is not willing to support a letter of delay, there will also for now be no letter of support.  Commissioner Rice said that while he is supporting the motion, the ANC is giving up its opportunity to have “great weight”.  Commissioner Alberti agreed, and will oppose the motion.  He also said he will vehemently oppose any letter begging for consideration after the deadline.  The motion was passed 5-2, with Commissioners Alberti and Musante voting in opposition.

5. Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Mack reported that there had been a candlelight vigil for the family of Deloren Young on Friday, December 3rd at the Rosedale Rec Center.  Deloren Young was a member of the community who was murdered at Thanksgiving, and she extended her condolences to the members of his family.

Commissioner Fengler reiterated the information about the H Street alley being a problem.

Commissioner Rice said that there was action needed on traffic light at 10th Street and Constitution Avenue.  DDOT is pointing fingers at the Federal government, and vice versa, so once he finds out who the point person is, he will generate e-mails from his constituents.

Commissioner Alberti had no report but took the opportunity to thank the members of the ANC’s committees for their hard work and support for the past two years.

Commissioner Ward moved that she be reimbursed $20 for expenditures for DC forms she needed.  She said she has greatly appreciated working with the police community and had seen much improvement, and appreciated working with Katherine Worthington.  She said she really appreciated the hard work, and working with everyone on the Commission.

Commissioner Stevens-Harris said she had appreciated working with the community and the Commission for the past two years.

Commissioner Musante said he was looking forward to working with Mary Beatty, who will be a great commissioner.  He asked Chairman Burger when there would be a decision on Excello, and was told it was still open for comment.  He said he’s learned a great deal from every Commissioner, and from the community.  He said that Mark Borberly is an example of someone who has attended meetings and been involved and now he’s run.  He said there are two kinds of people, doers and complainers, and that Brenda Artis was a great example of a doer, a community member who cares.  Come every meeting, get on a committee, don’t come and speak your piece and leave.  He said appreciates everything anyone in government has done for him.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

.
December 10, 2004
Government of the District of Columbia

Board of Zoning Adjustment

441 4th St NW, Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

Re: BZA 17256: 612 17th Street, NE
Dear Board Members,

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on December 9, 2004, the Commission voted unanimously (7-0 with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the application of Pilgrim A.M.E for a special exception to allow a church program use in an existing church and variances from the lot occupancy requirements and rear yard requirements to construct a two story addition at the rear of the church in the R-4 District at 612 17th Street, N.E.

The Commission previously supported a special exception for Pilgrim A.M.E. to conduct a church program use at 1671 Gales Street, NE. The applicant was granted a 3 year special exception in December 2002. This addition will serve as executive office and administrative staff space for management of the city-funded Job Connection program at the Gales Street property. The addition will not serve as a point of intake or point of services, and there will not be an increase in staff. As a result, concerns from increased traffic or noise are minimized. Based on these factors, the Commission supports this special exception for a related church program use.
Considering the configuration of the church and the lot, the Commission also supports the variances from the lot occupancy requirements and rear yard requirements. The church is oriented perpendicular to the row houses on the block so that the rear yard of the church faces the side of the adjoining rowhouse. Neither the adjoining rowhouse nor the church has windows and doors that open on the church’s rear yard. Much of the rear yard is occupied by HVAC equipment and ductwork for the church. As such, there is little contribution of the rear yard to the light and air of surrounding properties. The HVAC equipment would be relocated to the top of the addition where it will not be visible from the street.
If you have questions or need further information, please contact Commissioner Rice, chair of ANC 6A’s Economic Development and Zoning Committee, at 544-3734.

Respectfully yours,

//original signed and can be downloaded from our website//

Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
cc: Garland Stilwell, Shaw and Pittman
December 10, 2004

Stanley Jackson, Director

Department of Housing & Community Development

801 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 8000

Washington, DC  20002

Re: Request for Proposals for 525 9th Street, NE (Old Police Station)

Dear Mr. Jackson,


On December 9, 2004, the Commission voted unanimously to request that the following recommendations be incorporated into the selection criteria for the Request for Proposals (RFP) that is currently being prepared for 525 9th Street, NE (Old Police Station):

1. Give preference to bids for a multi-family residential use such as apartments, flats, or condominiums. This use is supported by the Comprehensive Plan, the Strategic Neighborhood Action Plan, and residents who live near the property. Given the number of other social service providers in the immediate area, the ANC opposes any quasi-residential use such as a Community-Based Residential Facilities;

2. Give preference to bidders with a proven record of successful management of renovations involving asbestos, lead and other environmental hazards; and

3. Give preference to bidders with a proven record of successful redevelopment of properties in historic districts. 

The Commission also seeks clarification of the stated requirement for the property to be developed as low- or mixed-income housing rather than entirely as a market rate project. We are unclear whether this is a legal requirement, or simply a policy preference of DHCD.

The Commission looks forward to an RFP for this property being issued by the end of the year. We remind you that you made a commitment on March 11, 2004 that the disposition of this property would be resolved by the end of this year. This schedule has been greatly delayed by DHCD not holding an initial public meeting until October 26, 2004 rather than within 30 to 40 days as initially promised.

Finally, this property is located in the area represented by Commissioner Joseph Fengler, whom we have requested that you invite to participate in the interagency RFP process. We would appreciate the courtesy of a written response in the next week. 

Respectfully yours,

//original signed and can be downloaded from our website//

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: 

Councilmember Sharon Ambrose



Councilmember David Catania

Councilmember Jim Graham 

Gottlieb Simon, Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions

December 17, 2004

Charles Burger
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, Suite 700
941 N. Capitol St. NE
Washington, DC 2002



Dear Chairman Burger:


On December 9, 2004, at the regularly scheduled Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A meeting, and with seven out of the eight Commissioners present, the Commission voted to unanimously to withdraw our support for the renewal of the liquor license application for Family Liquors located at 710 H Street, N.E.  

On behalf of the Commission,

//original signed and can be downloaded from our website//

Joseph Fengler, 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

January 6, 2005
Peter Jones

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Suite 124

609 H Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Re: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

Mr. Jones:

At the December 9, 2004, monthly Commission meeting, with a quorum present, the Commission voted unanimously to request that the alley that runs parallel to H Street, between 12th and 13th Streets, NE be declared a persistent problem area.  As a point of reference, the two attached letters dated October 6 and July 8, 2004 outline the efforts of the Single Member District representative from our Commission to resolve these problems.  Accordingly, to assist in the development of a work plan to resolve the immediate problems in this alley, our Commission submits the following observations for consideration:

Trash.  Over the last year, the residents on Linden Place have been dutifully calling the Mayor’s hotline number when the trash spills out from the containers located behind Danny’s Carryout located at 1251 H Street, NE and Hill Instant Carpet Service, 1249 H Street, NE..  Recently, thirteen mattresses were deposited in these containers due because these dumpsters are not secured against public use.  In the spring and summer months, rodents infest the alley due to the overflowing trash.  In addition, three dumpsters continue to appear on 12th Street near the corner of H Street.  Many of these dumpsters lack permits and periodically are placed in public space creating an opportunity for illegal dumping on sidewalks.  The tracking numbers assigned by the Executive Office of the Mayor’s citywide hotline number regarding this issue are 802595 and 824914.  Potential solutions that the persistent problem area group should consider securing alley dumpsters with an enclosure that prevents public dumping and removing of dumpsters on public space.  For that reason, the Department of Health (Rodent Control) and the Department of Public Works (Sanitary Enforcement and Illegal Dumping) should be included in the persistent problem area group.

Tree boxes.  On 12th and 13th Streets, as well as the space between the Auto Zone parking lot and the alley, the tree boxes are not being maintained on a regular basis.  The tree boxes on 12th and 13th Streets are constantly filled with garbage and the three boxes that separate the alley and the parking lot are not watered.  We request that the Department of Public Works (DPW) be included in the persistent problem area group and that as part of the solution, DPW initiate citing the businesses on these streets for litter related violations in an effort to make the street more attractive.
Illegal Mechanics.  Despite repeated requests for the Office of Investigation, Weights and Measurers to stop illegal mechanics, this practice continues to occur in our neighborhood.  Mr. Anthony Hooks, from the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), conducted three inspection and was unable to find any illegal car repairs on or adjacent to the Auto Zone despite the fact that a reporter from the City Paper was able to easily identify and discuss these repairs with the illegal mechanics.  The third attachment is a copy of the article from the August 6, 2004 issue of the City Paper.  Mr. Kevin Carter, Mr. Hooks’ supervisor, is reluctant to reopen the investigation of these mechanics because they also work on the street and not just on the Auto Zone parking lot.  The issue at hand is that these mechanics solicit customers in the Auto Zone parking lot, buy the request parts required and then conduct the repairs in and around Auto Zone parking impacting the availability of parking on H Street, 12 Street and 13 Street as well as contributing to the illegal dumping as the water drains in the alley are being used as a disposal facility for car fluids (oil, brake and transmission).  We request that DCRA be included in the persistent problem area group to investigate Auto Zone’s inability to prevent illegal activity on or around their property as well as the Metropolitan Police Department’s Environmental Crime Unit to prevent illegal dumping in our water runoff drains.

Illegal Activity.  This past fall, several residents reported late night activity in the alley ranging from apparent prostitution to drug distribution as individuals riding bicycles drop off and retrieve bags from the garbage containers.  In addition, there has been a rash of break-ins and thefts from the alley where the criminals gain access to the backyards by using on the electric poles that have built in climbing pegs.  These electric poles are abutting the backyard fences.  We request that Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) and a representative from the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) Police Service Area 102 be included in the persistent problem area group.  The expectation is that PEPCO’s involvement will facilitate the removal of the climbing pegs and that MPD’s participation will lead to the eventual consideration of this alley as a pilot project for the placement of closed circuit television camera to help combat neighborhood crime.
Fines and Citations.  We request that the Office of the Attorney General appoint a representative to persistent problem area group in order to assist the effort in to fine businesses for city code and regulation violations.  

In closing, we ask that the persistent problem area group conduct the first meeting on February 3, 2005, at 6:00pm at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  As there are several members of our community that have been combating these problems over the past year, we request that you provide confirmation of this meeting to our Commission by January 27, 2005, to include listing the members of the persistent problem area group.
Respectfully,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:  Councilmember Sharon Ambrose
1.  Establishment of an Ad-hoc Schools Committee.
Relevant section of Commission Bylaws:

Article X.  Committee Duties

Section 1.  Pursuant to the provisions of section 742 (a) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, committee meetings shall be open to the public.

Section 2.  The Standing Committees of the Commission are:

(a) Economic Development and Zoning,

(b) Alcohol Beverage Licensing,

(c) Public Safety, and 

(d) Community Outreach. 

(e) The Commission may establish any other committees upon the action of a majority of the Commissioners present and voting at a regularly scheduled meeting.  

2.  Election of Officers
3.  Election of Committee Chairs

4.  Appointment of Committee Members

Relevant section of Commission Bylaws:

Article VIII.  Commission Elections

Section 1.   The Commission shall elect officers from its members and standing committee chairs at a public meeting of the Commission held in January each year.  

(a).  The officer positions shall be:  Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.  The officers of the Commission must be elected commissioners.

(b).  The standing committee chairs shall be:  Economic Development and Zoning, Alcohol Beverage Licensing, Public Safety, and Community Outreach.  The committee chairs may be either elected commissioners or residents that live in the geographic boundaries of the Commission as defined in Article II.

(c).  The Commission may also elect any other officer or chairperson the Commission deems necessary.  

Section 2.  Methods of Election.

(a).  Upon a two-thirds majority of the Commissioners present and voting, any commissioner may submit a slate of officers and committee chairs for consideration.  The approval of the slate shall require a simple majority of the Commissioners present and voting.  If a simple majority vote is not achieved to approve the slate, the individual offices and committee chairs will be voted on separately as outlined in Article VIII, Section 2, subsection (b).

(b).  The Commission shall use the following procedure to elect individual officers and committee chairs:

(1).  
Each candidate shall be nominated by a Commissioner and must be seconded by another Commissioner.  A Commissioner may nominate him or herself, but may not second the nomination.  Upon receiving a second, the candidate shall be afforded a brief period of time to address the nomination.

(2).  
Officers of the Commission shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the Commission.  In the event that no candidate has a simple majority vote of all Commissioners, there shall be a run-off between the two candidates having received the most votes.  

(3).  
Voting on each office shall occur before the floor is open for nomination for another office.

(c).  Voting during the Commission elections for officers and committee chairs shall be conducted in accordance with Article V, Section 2, Subsection (d).  Under any circumstance, there shall not be a secret ballot vote during these elections.

Section 3.   The Commission shall approve the membership of all Commission committees at the request of each of the committee chairperson either at the January meeting or the next regularly scheduled meeting after the election of officers and committee chairs.

(a).  Each committee chairperson will forward a list of names, consisting of residents of the Commission area, to the Commission for approval.  

(b).  The approval of committee membership shall be by a simple majority of the Commission.  The approval can either be by a slate of candidates or voted upon individually.

(c).  Voting on each Committee membership shall occur before the floor is open for nominations for another Committee memberships.
A. Treasurer’s Monthly Report – Approve the monthly report for December 2004:
[image: image1.png]ANC 6A Treasurer's Report
December 2004

Period Covered: 12/01/04 - 12/31/04

Checking Account:

Balance Forwarded

Receipts:
District Allotments
Interest Income
Transfers from Saving Accounts
Total Receipts

Total Funds Available

Disbursements:
Kinko's Inc. (Oct Statement) CK #1225
GOPHER (Grant to Gibb's PTA) CK #1226
Roberta Weiner (Nov. minutes) CK #1227
Bode & Grenier LLP (Legal services) CK #1228
Maury Elementary PTSA (Grant) CK #1229
Total Disbursements

Ending Balance

Savings Account:

Balance Forwarded

Receipts:
Interest  11/30/04
Total Other Deposits
Transfers from Saving Accounts
Total Receipts

Total Funds Available

Disbursements:

Total Disbursements

Ending Balance

» oo

» oo

282.70
529.97
145.00
1,050.00
634.00

135

4,118.81

4,118.81

2,641.67

147714

4,129.77

1.35

4,131.12

4,131.12




Recommendation:  Approve individual disbursements listed above separately. 
REPORT OF THE ALCHOL BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMITTEE
No report.
Next ABL Committee Meeting:
Third Tuesday of the month, January 18, 2005, 7:00 pm
Sherwood Recreation Center

Corner of 10th and G Street, NE

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE
No report.
Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Last Tuesday of the month, January 25, 2005, 7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Minutes: December 20, 2004

The Committee convened at 7 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending members: M. Irwin, E. Nelson.  Absent: L. Barbash, J. Rodriguez, M. Musante

Unfinished Business
1. Draft ANC flyer: Drafts by M. Irwin and E. Nelson and text by L. Barbash were discussed and consolidated. 
a. A draft of the flyer will be emailed to the commissioners for possible approval at the January ANC meeting, pending finalization of committee and commissioner contact information and any additional agenda pick-up locations.  E. Nelson will attend the January meeting to present the proposal and solicit missing contact information from the commissioners, confirm the identity of the Chairs for the various committees as well as their contact information and the meeting times/locations for those committees, and to request the commissioners to provide the locations of any additional agenda drop off points that they wish to add.
b. The COC will seek approval for ANC funding for copying 10,000 flyers, enough for all the households in the ANC with extras.  We ask that the commissioners estimate how many would be needed for their SMDs so that we can refine this estimate and package the flyers for each commissioner.
Kinko’s, Capitol Hill estimate: 10,000 double-sided, black ink, any color paper (standard 50% recycled material) = $613.35.  If folded, the cost is $930.60

c. We will request that the commissioners arrange to deliver the flyer to their constituents in whatever way and time that is convenient to them.  This was previously agreed to by the Commission as it existed before the recent election but, as there are new commissioners, it may need to be re-approved.   Direct mailing was considered and rejected because:\
i. It would be expensive to acquire address files and almost certainly addresses would be missed due to inaccuracies in or omissions from the files.
ii. It would be impractical (and expensive) to affix a mailing label to the flyer as there is no room on the flyer to attach it.  If envelopes were used there would be an additional expense to purchase the envelopes which would then have to be stuffed.
iii. Distributing the flyer annually provides an opportunity for the commissioners to meet their constituents and demonstrate their willingness to do so.
d. We recommend that copies of the flyers be available to individuals at all of the ANC meetings, including committee meetings.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Marissa Irwin

Next Community Outreach Meeting
Third Monday of the month, January 17, 7:00 pm

Church of the Apostolic Faith

Annex building 1235 C Street, NE 

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

No report.
Next Public Safety Committee Meeting: To be scheduled.
Unfinished Business:

1.  Discussion on 1341 Maryland Ave – Firehouse (Borbely)
Motion:  The ANC requests that if the firehouse at 1341 Maryland Ave. NE is declared surplus property by the City Council, and if the Department of Housing and Community Development releases a Request for Proposals (RFP) to sell the site, then that RFP should include the following selection criteria:

a. Give strong preference to bids for mixed uses (housing and non-housing), serving broad segments of the surrounding community in a way that would appeal to more than a small segment of the population. Such uses are strongly supported by residents who live near the property. Such uses could include a resource center/library, a space where artists could live and work, a learning space for youth, a performance space, a computer center, a center offering activities to youth from the neighborhood, a place to showcase neighborhood history and culture, a bookstore, a coffee/tea shop or a movie theater. The ANC opposes any quasi-residential use such as a Community-Based Residential Facility.

b. Give strong preference to bidders who are able to show significant support from within the immediate neighborhood.

c. Give strong preference to bidders with a proven record of successful management of renovations involving asbestos, lead and other environmental hazards, unless such hazards are shown not to be present at the site, in which case such a preference is unnecessary.

This recommendation should not be interpreted as supporting or opposing DHCD's proposal to declare the property surplus. The ANC Zoning & Economic Development Committee will consider at its public meeting in January the question of whether or not the property should be declared surplus.

New Business:

1.  Approve Letter to DDOT asking for removal of morning and evening rush hour parking restrictions (Rice).  Motion: To send a letter to DDOT asking for removal of morning and evening rush hour parking restrictions on H St NE, or identification of obstacles to implementing this recommendation.

Background:

From August 16, 2004 letter to Dan Tangherlini, Director of DDOT

"In particular, we note our support of the following major improvements to H Street, NE…removal of morning and evening rush hour parking restrictions to allow the bulb-outs/streetcar stops and increase retail opportunities."

From January 11, 2004 letter to DC Council:

"We commend the District Department of Transportation(DDOT) for its on-going planning efforts for infrastructure improvements for H Street, NE. We are pleased by the focus on creating a transit and pedestrian corridor with adequate parking for businesses and residents. . .In the short term, we strongly recommend that DDOT eliminate the rush hour parking restrictions on the corridor to improve the pedestrian environment and increase retail opportunities."

From June 12, 2003 letter to Andrew Altman, Director of Planning

"We encourage you to work with District Department of Transportation (DDOT) regarding the H Street Transportation Study.  Specifically, we have three recommendations: 1) Eliminate the rush hour parking restrictions on the corridor to improve the pedestrian environment and increase retail opportunities."

2.  Discuss schedule of Commission meeting dates, times, and places for ANC and committees (Rice).
3.  Discussion of BZA 17256 (612 17th Street, NE): Send letter to Zoning on validity of ANC report (Rice)
4.  Update on H Street Zoning Overlay (Rice).
January 6, 2005

Mr. Kenneth L. Wainstein
United States Attorney for the District of Columbia

Judiciary Center

555 Fourth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530

Mr. Charles H. Ramsey
Chief of Police, Metropolitan Police Department

300 Indiana Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Councilmember Sharon Ambrose

1350 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, #102

Washington, DC 20004

Re:  Continued Violence on the 600 Block of 10th Street, NE

Mr. Wainstein, Mr. Ramsey and Councilmember Ambrose:

 

As single member district commissioner, I am taking the unusual approach of inviting you to participate in a community meeting on January 13, 2004, from 6:00pm to 7:00pm at the Miner Elementary School located at 601 15th Street, NE to discuss the continued violent crime on the 600 block of 10th Street, NE.  This meeting will promptly start at 6:00pm and end sharply one hour later due to the fact that ANC 6A will be holding its monthly meeting at this location starting at 7:00pm.  As predicted close to a year ago, and as evident by recent murder on December 24, 2004, it appears that the house at 633 10th Street, NE continues to plague our community.  Simply put, this is the third homicide and fourth shooting associated with this residence, in addition to what seems to be continued drug activity, and we believe this makes a strong case for a nuisance property.

The three attached letters document our year long struggle to bring attention to the alleged drug selling, shootings and stabbings that have taken place directly across the street from the Sherwood Recreation Center and the Prospect / Goding Learning Center.  Concerned residents and business leaders have been invited to attend this meeting to participate.  The intention of this meeting is to identify specific actions, with input from your offices, that can be brought to bear on this long-time problem, which Mayor Williams singled out as a concern at his Ward 6 neighborhood summit held at Sherwood Recreation Center last year.

Every day this problem remains unsolved, is another day that our children who attend Prospect / Goding Learning Center and the residents who use the Sherwood Recreation Center place their lives at risk by merely walking on the sidewalks on Tenth, F and G Streets, NE.  We look forward to discussing your concrete plans and proposed actions.  Please confirm your attendance by electronic mail to fengler6a02@yahoo.com by January 11, 2005.

Respectfully,

Joseph Fengler, 
Commissioner Single Member District, 6A-02







For more information about our Commission – please visit our website at www.anc6a.org
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