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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC  20013

Agenda for October 9, 2003

7:00pm
Quorum Call

7:01
Call the Meeting to Order


 
Adopt Agenda



Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

7:05
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10
Community Discussion – 1626 Kramer Street, NE.  


Youth Services Administration, Leticia Lacomba, Acting Administrator



Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs, Denzil Noble

7:30
Commissioner’s Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)

7:40
Officer Reports (as necessary):

1.
Chair

2.
Vice-Chair

3.
Treasurer

A.
Approval of September disbursements.

B.
Approval of monthly treasurer’s report

C.
Approval of Fiscal Year 2004 budget

4.  Secretary

8:00
Standing Committee Reports:

1.
Economic Development and Zoning (30 minutes)

A.
223 9th Street, NE.  The committee recommends a letter of support to HPRB for 3-story rear addition.

B.
142 12th Street, NE.  The committee recommends a letter of support for 2-story rear addition and front basement entrance.

C.
132 12th Street, NE.  The committee recommends letters of concern to DCRA/HPO and the Office of Tax and Revenue for this nuisance property.
D.
819 and 821 7th Street, NE - Historic Landmark application.  The committee recommends a letter to support to HPRB, unless parties agree to postpone hearing for one month.


(Note, there will be 15 minutes provided to discuss this issue).

E.
Text Amendment - Metropolitan Police Department.  The committee recommends a letter to the Zoning Commission asking that a special exception be required for nay policy facility in residential districts.

F.
Accept June ED&Z Report (Attachment #6)

2.
Community Outreach (10 minutes)

A.
Issue #1
B.
Issue #2
C.
Accept Community Outreach Report (Attachment #8)
3.
Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety (10 minutes)

A.
Class “B”, App. No. 305, t/a Lee’s Grocery, 1451 Maryland Ave NE (6a06).

B.
Class “B”, App. No. 11278, t/a Sun and Moon Grocery, 1387 H St. NE (6a06).
C.
Class “B”, App. No. 10595, t/a Yoni Food Market & Carryout, 101 15th St. NE (6a04).

D.
Class “B”, App. No. 11489, t/a Anita’s Market, 210 15th St. NE (6a04)

E.
Class “B”, App. No. 645, t/a J & K Market, 234 5th St. NE
(6a04).
8:50
Unfinished Business - none.

8:51
New Business – none.
8:55 
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn


Attachment #1

Minutes 

September 11, 2003 ANC Meeting

Miner Elementary School

A quorum was established at 7:02 pm.  Commissioners Fengler, Rice, Alberti, Stevens-Harris, Musante, Ward, and Mack were present.  There were thirty-five members of the community present.  

The agenda was adopted and the minutes from the July 10, 2003 meeting were accepted with no changes.  In addition, the minutes from the July 25, 2003 ANC 6A and ANC 6C joint meeting regarding H Street were also approved.

Prior to the start of the meeting Commissioner Ward asked for a moment of silence for the victims of 9/11.

Community Comments

Marc Boberly reminded ANC Commissioners to place a notice of the meeting in as many places as possible.

Community Presentations

A.
Commander Greene spoke concerning the Crime Emergency declared in neighborhood 512.  The area was designated a drug free zone last week and the following week 15th & Constitution was declared a drug free zone.  Commander Greene accepted a number of questions from the community regarding Anti-drug free zones, loitering laws and the fact that police can tell individuals to move on.  A citizen asked since the area in question had three schools why can’t that be enforced.  Commander Greene informed the audience that arrests around schools lead to enhanced penalties.  Commander Green also explained that the police attempt to shift their presence around the neighborhood.  Commissioner Harris stated that 510 is a perennial problem.  Commissioner Ward thanked the officers and asked them to introduce themselves.  Four officers were present including Lt. Caldwell PSA 511 & 512, Officer Dukes 512, Officer Banks 512 and Officer Wilson 512.

B. Sherwood Recreation Center will be open October 8th announced Lou Hall of DCPS.  Five staff members will be working at the center and the hours of operation will be M-F 10-9 pm and Saturday 10-6 pm.  Various programs will be held.  A number of community members have complained about the late night basketball games.  The rims need to come down and cameras will be placed.  The creation of an interim board will occur to assist with the operation of the center.  By-laws will be established.  Citizens raised questions about the programs and the effect the opening of the center will have on the JO Wilson program.  The JO Wilson program will be closed.

C. Rachel Macleery, DDOT introduced Mr. Patel to discuss traffic changes around Columbus Circle at Union Station.  Some of the changes introduced were more green space, traffic flow changes, and a major traffic calming study on C Street, NE.   Around 14th and C bicycle lanes will be introduced, more pedestrian signs, parking to corners will be ended.

Single Member District Reports

6A04 - Alberti – Monday, 7:00 pm there will be a protest meeting of Anita’s and Yannis liquor licenses at the Northeast Branch Library.  October 8th is Walk to School Day.  Individuals will be congregating at Lincoln Park and walking to Watkins.  The NLPNA met with 3 representatives of the National Park Police and 3 representatives of the Planning Commission.  Lincoln Park will be closed midnight to 5:00 am.  Floodlights will be on all hours of non-daylight, tree assessment will occur, and the police will enforce dogs off of leashes.

6A02 - Fengler will hold a Single Member District Meeting on October 25th.

6A05 – Musante stated that the Friends of Lovejoy Park will be having a fundraiser in November and the Excello Liquor License Protest is continuing.

6A06 – Ward reported that Phish Tea is delayed in opening up but it will be a classy restaurant with a Jamaican flair.

6A07 – Mack stated that she is still fighting a youth center and received a notice about the installation of a pay phone in the 1600 block of Benning Road.

Officer’s Report  

Chair – Nothing to report

Vice-Chair – Nothing to report

Treasurer’s Report – see report.  Alberti reported that all allotments are due and ANC 6A would be receiving $25,000 dollars.

A. The following disbursements were separately approved with no objections:

1) Voice of the Hill for advertising ($850.00).

2) Reimbursement to Commissioner Ward for single member district / committee meeting reproduction costs ($55.87)

3) Reimbursement to Commissioner Musante for reproduction costs of ANC monthly meetings ($129.69).

4) Reimbursement to Commission Harris for transportation costs (taxi) to conduct official ANC business ($10.00)

5) New checks for ANC account that have current address and correct name ($41.98).

6) Band maintenance fee ($12.00).

7) Transfer to savings account ($24.21).

B. Approved the July and August’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report with no objections.

C. Approved the 3rd Quarter Financial Report with no objections.

D. ANC 6A will discuss a new annual budget at the October meeting.

E. All Commissioners have a Kinko’s account card.  With regard to the use of the Kinko’s card, Alberti motioned that the commissioner’s name, signature, and purpose must be written on each invoice or receipt.  At the next meeting, the Commissioner must turn those receipts over to the Treasurer in order to reconcile the monthly statements from Kinko’s.  Musante second.  Passed with no objections.

Secretary – Nothing to report

ED&Z Report

A. Letter of concern regarding 251 8th Street, NE was approved with no objections.

B. Letter of concern regarding 918, 920 and 922 Constitution Avenue, NE to HPO was approved with no objections.

C. Letters of concern to Youth Service Administration and the Zoning Administrator regarding 1626 Kramer Street, NE were approved with no objections. 

D. The June committee report was accepted with no objections.

Community Outreach
A. Musante made a motion to adopt the grant guidelines.  Fengler second with no objections.

B. Grant request to North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association for program entitled “Trees for Capitol Hill” was approved with no objections.

C. Musante made a motion to draft a letter regarding how the city notifies the ANC regarding phone placement / renewal.  Ward second.  No objections.  

D. Motion to object to the placement of the public pay phone at 1647 Benning Road, NE.  Mack second.  Unanimously passed. 

E. The June committee report was accepted with no objections.

ABL&PS

A. Excello meeting Monday at 6:00 pm at the Near Northeast Library.  

B. Announcement that the committee hold its meeting from 7-9 pm, on the 4th Wednesday of every month.

C. September 24th the ABC Board will be placing placards in the front of liquor stores.  

D. There will be a fact-finding meeting held on September 17th, 2003 concerning the Sanctuary at 1355 H Street, serving alcohol with a license.

New Business

A. Artist design work, specific artwork on H Street will be discussed.

B. Alberti motioned to adopt a letter to the National Park Service concerning the issues with Lincoln Park.  Fengler seconded.  Passed with no objections.

Adjourned at 9:10.

September 17, 2003

David A. Clark, Director

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
941 North Capitol Street, NE, Room 2200
Washington, DC 20002
Re: 251 8th Street NE
Dear Mr. Clark,

ANC 6A is writing to express serious concerns regarding the condition of the building at 251 8th Street NE and the role of DCRA in allowing the corner bay of this historic structure to fall into such disrepair that it had to be demolished by a DCRA contractor crew. ANC 6A strongly encourages DCRA to support the Historic Preservation Office in assuring no further deterioration, and requiring full restoration of the damaged architectural and structural details.

By way of background, a roof collapse forced the occupants of the building (including a corner store) to abandon it earlier this year. Based on the warning signs and temporary fencing, it is clear that DCRA was aware of the condition of this building for some time. Beginning in mid-June, Commissioner Cody Rice and other residents began a series of increasingly frantic emails and phone calls to DCRA and HPO about the rapid deterioration of the building. The façade had begun to buckle, dropping bricks on the sidewalk and threatening the safety of pedestrians and motorists at the busy intersection of 8th and C Streets NE. 

In response, the property was re-inspected on June 27. Unfortunately, DCRA took no immediate action to stabilize the façade. After additional inquiries, Commissioner Rice was informed on July 7 that DCRA was waiting for the owner of the building to obtain bids for a contractor to brace and shore the façade. On July 10, Rice and others again contacted DCRA and HPO regarding new, accelerating deterioration and the urgent need for DCRA to act to prevent a collapse. Finally, on the evening of July 11, a DCRA contractor crew arrived on the scene. However, at this late date the crew pulled down the bay instead of bracing and shoring it. 

There is serious concern about how long the building will remain in disrepair and whether the architectural details of this historic building will be restored. Even after the building has changed hands to a new owner, there has been continued deterioration. Currently, the demolished bay is covered with a large tarp and appears to be braced. However, this occurred only after repeated calls by concerned neighbors.

ANC 6A would appreciate a prompt response to the following questions. First, after numerous notifications of the deterioration of the building over a three week period, why did DCRA wait until the only possible action was demolition? Second, how can we prevent this outcome in the future? Third, what is DCRA’s plan to monitor the building to prevent further deterioration and ensure compliance?

Respectfully yours,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

September 17, 2003

Leticia Lacomba, Acting Administrator

Department of Human Services
Youth Services Administration

8300 Riverton Court

Laurel, MD  20724
Re: Request for Information on 1626 Kramer Street, NE
Dear Ms. Lacomba,

ANC 6A is writing to request the following information on the new YSA youth rehabilitation home under construction at 1626 Kramer Street, NE:
1. Copies of the building permits;

2. A clarification on whether the facility can be built as a matter-of-right or requires a special exception from the Board of Zoning Adjustment per 11 DCMR 335.1;
3. A list of community based residential facilities in the surrounding area, including any other YSA facilities that are planned for construction; and 
4. Details on how the community was notified of the placement and construction of this facility (i.e., details/minutes of the 3/14/01 meeting with ANC Commissioners and Deputy Mayor Graham).

As you may recall, this same request for information was made at a meeting of the ANC 6A Economic Development and Zoning Committee that you and other DHS staff attended on August 26, 2003. As of today, DHS/YSA has not provided any of this information to ANC 6A.

The residents of the area surrounding the new facility have serious concerns about the facility, the process by which the site was selected, and the apparent lack of community notification and involvement. Your continued reluctance to provide any of the requested information is highly troubling. ANC 6A would appreciate the courtesy of a prompt response.

Respectfully yours,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

September 22, 2003

Denzil Noble, Acting Zoning Administrator

Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs
941 N. Capitol Street, NE, Suite 2000
Washington, DC 20002
Re: Building Permits B448736 and B450721 for 1626 Kramer Street, NE

Dear Mr. Noble,


ANC 6A requests a determination of whether or not the building permits for 1626 Kramer Street, NE (Lot 192 & 143, Sq. 4540) were issued in error and should be revoked. The building under construction would appear to be a “Youth rehabilitation home” under the zoning regulations. In an R-4 District, this use requires a special exception from the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA), which has not been obtained.

On February 6, 2003, Building Permit B448736 was issued to the Department of Human Services (DHS) to construct a “Residential Dwelling for Handi Cap.” The permit was revised per Building Permit B450721 issued on April 25, 2003. The building is being constructed for use by the Youth Services Administration (YSA).

On August 26, 2003, the ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Committee held a question-and-answer session with YSA Acting Administrator Letitcia Lacomba and other DHS staff. At the meeting, Ms. Lacomba indicated that the building would be used as a group home for up to six girls ages 13 to 17. The girls would be committed to the supervision of YSA by the court system. This is a different use than was indicated in the permit application, and would appear to be consistent with the definition of a “Youth rehabilitation home.”

Per 11 DCMR 199.1(f), a “Youth rehabilitation home” is defined as “a facility providing residential care for one (1) or more individuals less than twenty-one (21) years of age who have been detained or committed by a court pursuant to their involvement in the commission of an act designated as an offense under the law of the District of Columbia, or of a state if the act occurred in a state, or under federal law. The facility shall not house persons sixteen (16) years of age or older who are charged by the United States Attorney with a felony offense.”

Per 11 DCMR 335.1, “Youth rehabilitation homes, adult rehabilitation homes, or substance abusers’ homes for one (1) to fifteen (15) persons, not including resident supervisors or staff and their families, shall be permitted as special exceptions in an R-4 District if approved by the Board of Zoning Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the provisions of this section.”
ANC 6A is concerned that the Building Permits for 1626 Kramer Street, NE were issued in error based on a misrepresentation of the proposed use, and that a special exception from BZA is required.  ANC 6A would appreciate a determination on this matter before September 30, 2003.
Respectfully yours,

//original signed//
Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Grant Recommendations

1.  In the statutory guidelines, all reference of the term “organization” are used exclusively to describe entities that may receive grants.  Individuals are specifically barred from receiving grants.

Recommendation #1.  The committee recommends that grants be approved only to organizations.  If an individual is seeking grant money for a project, (s)he should first find a sponsoring organization.

2.  While the organization requesting the grant must be “proposing to provide services that are public in nature and benefit persons who reside or wok within the Commission area” there is not statutory requirement that the organization be a registered non-profit entity.  Also, an organization that meets the requirements for exemption unde4r subsection code 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service code may, under certain circumstances, legally function as a non-profit without having applied for a ruling.
Recommendation #2.  The committee may recommend approval of a grant request from an organization that does not have a tax identification number.

Recommendation #3.  In the event that the requesting organization is not registered and/or does not have a bank account, the committee recommends that checks be written directly to the services provides for approved expenditures.  This will avoid the appearance of impropriety in writing checks to an individual and will ensure that the funds are spent as intended.

Recommendation #4.  If the grant money is to be spent for supplies rather than services, the committee recommends that funding be approved but not dispersed until the receipts have been produced.  This will guarantee that the treasurer will be able to include all required receipts in reports to the District of Columbia Auditor.

ANC 6A Treasurer’s Report
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  25,729.30 $        

- $                      

- $                    

- $                    

  - $                   

  25,729.30 $        

CK#1157 35.17 $                

CK#1158 - $                    

CK#1159 100.00 $              

- $                    

Total Disbursements 135.17 $             

25,594.13 $        

  4,115.29 $          

- $                    

- $                    

  - $                   

  4,115.29 $           Ending Balance

Period Covered:

Checking Account:

Balance Forwarded

 

Total Funds Available

Receipts:

District Allotments

Total Other Deposits 

Transfers from Saving Account

Postmaster (PO Box)

Transfer to Savings Account

Total Receipts

Interest Income  09/30/03

Transfers from Checking Account

Receipts:

Balance Forwarded

Savings Account:

Ending Balance

Total Receipts

Disbursements:

Commissioner Mack

Void


Recommend that the individual disbursements listed above be approved.

Fiscal Year 2003 ANC 6A Budget - Approved SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
The Commission approved this budget in April 2003 and therefore only budget from expenses between April and September 2003. 
Budget Items 

	Expenditure


	
	Monthly

Allocation
	
	Fiscal Year

Total

	Monthly expenditures:
	
	
	(5 months)

	Photocopies

	
	100
	
	500

	Office Supplies
	
	200
	
	1,000

	Advertising 
	
	400
	
	2,000

	Postage
	
	10
	
	   50

	Transportation & Parking
	
	15
	
	   75

	Petty Cash
	
	50
	
	250

	Telephone Service
	
	40
	
	200

	Internet Service
	
	50
	
	250

	Transcription Service 
	100
	
	500

	        Subtotal
	
	
	4,825

	
	
	
	

	Non-Monthly 

expenditures:
	
	

	Post Office Box
	
	
	
	100

	Grants
	
	
	
	8,000

	Flyer Distribution (2 distributions) 
	
	2,200

	Web Site

 (Setup & Maintenance)
	
	2,500

	SMD Mailings (postage + copying)
	
	
	
	4,000

	Training
	
	
	
	500

	Office Equipment
	
	
	
	3,000

	Savings
	
	
	
	6,000

	         Subtotal
	
	
	
	26,300

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	31,125


Fiscal Year 2004 ANC 6A Budget - Proposed

[image: image2.emf]Expenditure Fiscal Year

Total

Monthly Expenditures Monthly Allocation

Photocopies $150.00 1,800.00

OfficeSupplies $100.00 1,200.00

Postage $20.00 240.00

Transportation &Parking $30.00 360.00

Petty Cash $50.00 600.00

Meeting Space $200.00 2,400.00

 

Subtotal 6,600.00

Non-Monthly Expenditures

Post Office Box 200.00

Advertising 4,000.00

Grants 10,000.00

Flyer Distribution - 2 distributions 6,000.00

Office Eqipment 3,000.00

Subtotal 23,200.00

Total 29,800.00


Commissioners,

 
This is a draft fiscal year 2004 ANC budget is attached for your consideration.

I have the following comments on the proposed expenditures:

1.  Photocopies, Office Supplies, Postage - The proposed allocations are just a guess.  

2.  Transportation & Parking - The cost of a taxi has averaged $10 a trip. This allow for 3 trips a month.

3.  Meeting Space - I suggest this in case a commissioner finds that they must pay for the space to hold an SMD meeting.

4.  Post Office Box - The cost is $100 for 6 months

5.  Advertising - We've spent about almost $1800 of 6 months advertising in local papers.

6.  Flyer Distribution - The $6,000 allocation is based on contracting for distribution services.  An alternative is to have the commissioners volunteer to distribute flyers in their respective SMDs.  The cost would then be about $1,700 for photocopying.

7.  Office Equipment -This is here in hopes that we may someday get office space

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE ANC 6A

September 30, 2003


Present: Commissioners Cody Rice and Gladys Mack; Resident Members Sherry Brown, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Enrique Gomez and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.

Announcements

· H Street Main Street will be mulching and planting ground cover in tree boxes along H Street NE on Sunday, October 25, 2003 from 9 am to noon.

· Mayor Williams will host Citizen Summit III on Saturday, November 1, 2003 from 8 am to 4 pm at the Washington Convention Center. Further details are available at www.citizensummit.dc.gov.

· Cindy Petkac introduced herself as the Office of Planning’s new Ward 6 Neighborhood Planning Coordinator replacing Karina Ricks.

Updates

· 251 8th Street, NE—Commissioner Rice reported that the ANC received a response from DCRA to the letter of concern about this property. The response was unsatisfactory. The committee will invite a DCRA representative to the next committee meeting to address concerns about coordination between DCRA and the Historic Preservation Office.

· 1626 Kramer Street, NE—Commissioner Rice reported that the ANC had received no response to its letters to the Youth Services Administration or the Zoning Administrator. Rice has been in contact with the staff of Ward 6 Councilperson Ambrose. 

223 9th Street, NE, HPA# 03-558
The committee heard a presentation by an owner of 223 9th Street, NE who has an application before the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) for a 3 story rear addition to an existing residential dwelling. The addition will replace an existing deck and will extend 17 feet and 9 inches. After the addition, the dwelling will still be below 60 percent lot occupancy, so a special exception is not required. The applicant has spoken with both next door neighbors who have given verbal support for the project.

►
The committee unanimously recommends that ANC 6A write a letter of support to HPRB unless there is significant opposition from owners of neighboring properties at the ANC meeting.

142 12th Street, NE, HPA# 03-197

The committee heard a presentation by the owner of 142 12th Street, NE who has an application before HPRB for a 2 story rear addition and a front basement entrance to an existing residential dwelling. The addition will replace a 1 story porch. The addition will be stepped back on the second floor at the request of the next door neighbor. The addition will be brick clad. After the addition, the dwelling will still be below 60 percent lot occupancy so a special exception is not required The front basement entrance will be behind the front steps of the existing entrance. The next door neighbor has given verbal support for the project. (The applicant owns the other next door property).

►
The committee unanimously recommends that ANC 6A write a letter of support to HPRB unless there is significant opposition from owners of neighboring properties at the ANC meeting.

132 12th Street, NE—nuisance property

The committee heard a presentation and comments from two community members who live near this property. This is a residential rowhouse that has been vacant since at least the early 1980s. At some point, an addition to the property was started, but then halted before completion. Based on pictures submitted to the committee, the property has extensive debris and overgrown vegetation in the rear of the property between the addition and garage/carriage house. The neighbors expressed concerns about fire hazards from the debris and health hazards from the pigeons, rodents, and mosquitoes that inhabit the rear of the property. Despite numerous calls to the city, DCRA has not taken enforcement action to remedy the situation. The neighbors are also concerned that the property owner may be claiming an improper senior citizens homestead exemption for the property.

►
The committee unanimously recommends that ANC 6A send letters of concern to DCRA/HPO and the Office of Tax and Revenue.

819 & 821 7th Street, NE: Historic Landmark Application

The committee heard a presentation from Richard Layman of the Citizens Planning Coalition (CPC) on the historic landmark application for two frame houses at 819 and 821 7th Street, NE. According to Mr. Layman, these buildings were built between 1874 and 1877, are examples of the Italianate style, and are among the oldest buildings in the neighborhood. The landmark application was submitted in response to a raze permit application by the property owner, Pilgrim Baptist Church, in anticipation of the construction of a parking lot. 

Points raised in Mr. Layman’s testimony included the following: 1) there are few remaining examples of this type of building (frame construction) and style of development (paired houses with side yards) in the area, 2) many of the original interior and exterior details remain despite a lack of maintenance over the years, 3) CPC is attempting to find funding for restoration from the Historic Preservation Office and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 4) that zoning may not allow a parking lot, 5) that CPC is attempting to locate alternate parking for the church at the 46-space lot on the 600 block of I Street, NE, and 6) that rehabilitation of the properties would help stabilize the neighborhood.

The committee then heard from Pastor L.B. Jones II of Pilgrim Baptist Church. Pastor Jones indicated that the Church has had a long-term interest in creating parking for the church’s congregation. The church owns the vacant lot at 817 7th Street NE, purchased the building at 819 7th Street NE in 1992, and recently acquired the building at 821 7th Street, NE. The raze permit is the first phase of a plan to build a parking lot. Pastor Jones stated that he believes a parking lot with proper fencing and lighting would be a stabilizing factor in the neighborhood and may also provide a place for children to play basketball. The church is concerned about the cost and commitment involved with rehabilitating the buildings and will keep them boarded up if they cannot build a parking lot.

The committee then heard from two neighbors of the properties. One neighbor from the 600 block of I Street NE stated that she does not think that a parking lot is in the long term interest of the neighborhood and that it may encourage loitering even if gated and fenced. Another neighbor from the 700 block of I Street NE stated that the church has been a good neighbor, allowing her to park in an existing lot. She noted that the existing parking spaces have not been a problem, but would be concerned if children were allowed to play basketball in the lot due to the potential for noise.

Based on questions from the committee and community, the following additional information was presented to the committee:

· Pastor Jones indicated that the church owns 5 commercial properties and 15 residential properties between 6th Street NE and 8th Street NE. Some of these properties are classified as vacant according to tax records.

· An architect who is providing pro bono work to estimate the cost of restoration indicated that it would cost at least $200,000 for restoration.

· The church is not aware whether a special exception will be required to build a parking lot in a residential district and has not sought legal advice.

The committee discussed whether a parking lot is appropriate or a superior use to residential dwellings in a residential district, whether a parking lot or parking spaces on a vacant lot are permissible under the zoning regulations, whether the buildings could reasonably be restored given their current state of disrepair, and whether the hearing date should be postponed to allow more time for dialog between the Church and CPC.

►
The committee voted 5-1 to recommend that ANC 6A send a letter of support to HPRB for the landmark application, unless Pilgrim Baptist Church waives its right to a 90 day response on the raze permit and CPC requests a one-month postponement of the landmark hearing.

ZC #02-28: Text Amendment--Metropolitan Police Department

The committee discussed this proposed text amendment before the Zoning Commission. The text amendment would define for zoning purposes Police Department General Facilities (which serve the District as a whole) and Police Department Local Facilities (which are local district headquarters or other local policing facilities).

The text amendment would permit Police Department Local Facilities as a matter of right in R-1 districts. This would mean that they would be permitted without review by the Board of Zoning Adjustment in all residential and commercial districts. Police Department General Facilities (in existence as of May 23, 1990) would be permitted to expand as a special exception. Both types of facilities would be permitted as a matter of right in CR and W districts, and General Facilities would be permitted as a matter of right in SP Districts.

The committee discussed whether all police facilities should be subject to a special exception in residential areas that considers potential adverse impacts on the neighborhood. If Police Department Local Facilities are permitted as a matter of right in R-1 districts, then there would be little formal opportunity for community participation in siting decisions in residential areas.

►
The committee voted unanimously to recommend that ANC 6A send a letter to the Zoning Commission asking that a special exception be required for any police facility in residential districts.

ZC #02-28: Text Amendment-- High Density Residential Retail Overlay District
This will be discussed at the next committee meeting.

Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

7-9 PM

900 G Street NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Testimony of Richard Layman

for the Citizens Planning Coalition

Regarding the Historic Landmark Nomination for

819 and 821 Seventh Street NE

submitted to the ANC6A Economic Development and Zoning Committee

Tuesday September 30th, 2003

My name is Richard Layman and I live at 825 6th Street NE, in Ward 6.  I have lived in the neighborhood for about 15 years and am involved in a number of organizations and issues in the neighborhood and in the city.  In 2001, I managed the successful effort to begin documenting the social, cultural, and architectural history of the neighborhood.  To do this, the neighborhood organization Near Northeast Citizens Against Crime and Drugs received a grant from the DC Historic Preservation Office.  The result of the first phase of that effort was the compilation of the “first draft” of a history of the neighborhood.  That history has been published in the Voice of the Hill community newspaper and is available on their website at www.voiceofthehill.com/HStHistory.html.  Information from the study is also at www.hstreetdc.com, the community website.   Future phases will document the architectural history of the neighborhood, building-by-building, and will add greater depth to the broader neighborhood history that we have already produced.

Today I am speaking on behalf of the Citizens Planning Coalition (CPC), a city-wide organization that links planning to historic preservation, urban design, affordable housing, transportation, and quality of life advocacy–block-by-block, citizen-to-citizen, in all neighborhoods of the city–to ensure that DC truly is a “Capital City” for each and every one of us.  Nationally, historic preservation is at the foundation of virtually all successful urban revitalization strategies and thus historic preservation is at the center of much of the advocacy agenda that is pursued by the Citizens Planning Coalition.  

CPC submitted a historic landmark application for the two frame houses at 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE.  These buildings were constructed sometime between 1874 and 1877, and are amongst the oldest buildings that remain in the neighborhood.  The landmark nomination was submitted because a demolition permit application was applied for by the property owner, the Pilgrim Baptist Church.  

I have spoken with many residents in the households in the area of 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE–neighbors on the 800 and 900 blocks of Seventh Street NE and on the 600 and 700 blocks of I Street NE–with regard to the landmark application.  These residents live in either ANC6A or ANC6C.  Because the middle of Seventh Street is the dividing line between the two ANCs, it is important that residents from both ANCs are consulted in this matter.  Furthermore, I talked to people in all of the households that immediately abut the properties.

The unanimous sentiment of the people I talked to supports saving the buildings. However, all are tired of the disorder that results from the dilapidated state of the properties -- and from the general problems that come from the persistent drug dealing, loitering, and other mayhem that is present along the 7th Street corridor. 

The two houses immediately abutting on I Street have experienced burglaries (or attempted burglaries) from people coming over from the roof of 821 Seventh Street NE. And some would prefer the buildings be torn down if preservation meant that the buildings would remain in their current state of decay without any rehabilitation and habitation. 

This is the position that the Citizens Planning Coalition is taking: 

1. The buildings are important to the history of the neighborhood (and the City) in that they are examples of a type of building (frame construction) and a style of development (paired houses with side yards) that dates from about 125 years ago, and that there are few remaining examples extant today.  This is discussed in much greater length in the Landmark Nomination, particularly on pages 8-10 to 8-13.   

As you can see from the statistics on page 8-13, there are about 65 frame buildings left in the neighborhood north of the Capitol Hill Historic District, out of 464 frame buildings that existed in 1887 (Hopkins map, cited in the application), which was ten years after the ban on the further construction of frame buildings in the original City of Washington, the six square mile heart of the District of Columbia designed by Pierre L’Enfant.  All of the neighborhood south of Florida Avenue lies within the original Old City of the District of Columbia.

Frame houses face particular pressure in the neighborhood north of the Capitol Hill Historic District because the neighborhood is not designated. Many such buildings are being or have been renovated without regard to historic integrity.  I do not have pictures with me today but when you get a chance check out:

· 1229 Florida Avenue, which only has the front and party wall extant, no permits posted;

· 503 M Street NE, all original details removed in ongoing renovation, no permits posted; 

· 1018 5th Street NE, all clapboard removed, replaced–badly–with bricks and inappropriate window casings;

· and houses at 730 and 732 which many years ago had the clapboards replaced with brick 

2. Surprisingly, despite the systematic disinvestment in and neglect of the properties at 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE, many of the original interior and exterior details remain intact in the buildings, the roofs are intact with no leaks–even after all the rains and hurricane--etc., making the properties realistic candidates for rehabilitation.   The exterior, with a heavy bracketed cornice, is typical of the Italianate-style buildings constructed in the 1870s and 1880s.  The exterior architecture of 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE is discussed on pages 7-1 and 7-2 of the landmark application.  

In addition, I have provided a number of relevant pages about Italianate frame houses and related neighborhood-enhancing conservation and preservation principles from the book Anacostia Conserved, which was published by DC’s Department of Housing and Community Development and distributed to residents in the Anacostia Historic District in 1979.  (Volume cited in the application; pages 15-17 and 42-47 provided to members of the ANC6A ED&Z Committee.)

3. We recognize that the cost of rehabilitation is high, because the buildings have been neglected for a long long time, but we are committed to seeking funds to assist the Church with the renovation of these historic properties. Conversations with the National Trust for Historic Preservation have been particularly fruitful on this score. Additionally, we have suggested to the DC Historic Preservation Office that Historic Preservation Fund monies be awarded for preservation planning and architectural services for this project. 

4. We understand the Church's desire for additional parking.  The “normal” type of paving in the immediate rear of the properties that would be allowed in an R-4 zone is certainly appropriate. We do think that it is unlikely that an exception for a mid-block parking lot would ever be permitted in an R-4 zone.  Therefore, it makes no sense to demolish the properties.  Furthermore, keeping and rehabilitating the properties is in line with the objectives of the Comprehensive Plan section on housing which, among other provisions states that "The District will continue to use all available public and private resources to (...)

· Protect existing housing stock from demolition and conversion to non-housing uses; and

· Stimulate the construction and rehabilitation of affordable housing by private for-profit and non-profit housing providers." (Chapter 3, Comprehensive Plan: Housing Element, Section 300, Declaration of Major Policies, Section 300.2)

In any case, the construction of a parking lot would not help stabilize the neighborhood, particularly a street that is subject to extra-normal amounts of stress.   (Note: in conversation the Church has mentioned the existence of a church parking lot at the corner of 6th and I Streets.  However, there never were houses present on that lot, because it was originally part of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad right-of-way present when the railroad ran along I Street before the construction of Union Station in 1907, and the subsequent re-routing of the tracks.)

5. Because of the Church's need for additional parking, we are pursuing discussions with the lessee of the parking lot west of the Blair Shelter on the 600 block of I Street, about one-half block from the Church, to try to make it possible for the Church to use this 46-space parking lot at night and on weekends, particularly Sundays. (The lessee is located in the former DMV satellite office that was present at 6th and H Streets NE until the summer of 2002.)  Far more spaces are available in this lot than could ever be created from three narrow residential lots.

6. We believe that the Church should be encouraged to not only rehabilitate the properties but to actively rent the properties, bringing more residents to a street that is in great need of stabilizing forces. (Note that if 819 Seventh Street NE had been rented throughout its ownership by the Pilgrim Baptist Church, beginning in 1992, more than enough money would have been earned to have paid for adequate maintenance and upkeep of the property so that it would not be in the state that it is today.)  This would add a great deal of stability to a street in need of it.  Empty houses don’t have eyes.  Additionally, as discussed by the neighbors that I talked to, the present  unsecured and uncared-for state of the houses today encourages and abets loitering and cloaks the often unlawful activity on the properties.

7. We recommend that the Church rehabilitate and rent the properties at 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE in recognition of the great deal of renovation activity that is going on throughout the neighborhood north of H Street. Properties that have been vacant for a decade or more, or properties that had been seriously under-maintained are being renovated on virtually every block. The changed is marked and positive. 

Perhaps the Church is looking at where things have been -- not surprising given all that they have faced being located at the 7th and I Streets intersection -- but they need to be encouraged to also consider where the neighborhood is going, considering not only the vast increase in residential occupancy that is underway, but the positive weight of private and public investment and attention to the neighborhood, particularly the commercial district as represented by:

· the  commitment of the City to develop and encourage the implementation of the H Street Strategic Development Plan; 

· the financial and technical support awarded by the City to the H Street Main Street organization of merchants and residents committed to the revitalization of the H Street commercial district;

· forthcoming investment of over $6 million dollars in Streetscape Improvements by the DC Department of Transportation; 

· the construction of a new WMATA subway station with entrances at 2nd and M Streets NE and on Florida Avenue; and

· the construction of numerous office buildings along the rail corridor adjacent to and north of Union Station. 

As you are all aware, the above is not a comprehensive list of all the public and private investments that are being made in the Greater H Street neighborhood, ranging from the newly constructed Miner Elementary School or Sherwood Recreation Center, to facade and signage improvements along the H Street Commercial Corridor, and the coming renovation and reopening of the Atlas Performing Arts Center, to name but a few.

For all these reasons we request that Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A recommend to the Historic Preservation Review Board that the Italianate-style frame houses at 819 and 821 Seventh Street NE be designated as historic landmarks and placed on the DC Inventory of Historic Sites.  

Before I close I wanted to mention two items that I brought for you tonight.  One is a paper entitled: “Historic Preservation and Affordable Housing.  The Missed Connection.” The paper touches on many of the issues that we have been discussing tonight.  Every house we lose in the neighborhood makes it that much harder to provide housing that is affordable.  I have also brought a paper called “Building Crime Prevention Into Land Use Codes.”  The way we take care of our properties either contributes to our enjoyment of the neighborhood or it abets problems and disorder.  The issues touched on in these papers are relevant to the planning and zoning matters that come before your committee–both tonight and in the future.  Similarly, they are of great concern to the members of the Citizens Planning Coalition and shape the way that we approach the issues that we work on, including the Landmark Application that is before you tonight.  

Thank you.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Gann, John L.  “Building Crime Prevention Into Land Use Codes.”  Urban Land Magazine, February 1997, pp 41-44.

Rypkema, Donovan D.  Historic Preservation and Affordable Housing: The Missed Connection.

Washington: National Trust for Historic Preservation, August, 2002.  (Also available at http://www.nationaltrust.org/issues/housing/Missed_Connection.pdf)
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_1126796127.xls
Sheet1

		Period Covered:				09/01/03		-		09/30/03

		Checking Account:

		Balance Forwarded																$   25,729.30

		Receipts:

				District Allotments												$   - 0

				Total Other Deposits												$   - 0

				Transfers from Saving Account												$   - 0

				Total Receipts														$   - 0

		Total Funds Available																$   25,729.30

		Disbursements:

				Commissioner Mack								CK#1157				$   35.17

				Void								CK#1158				$   - 0

				Postmaster (PO Box)								CK#1159				$   100.00

				Transfer to Savings Account												$   - 0

				Total Disbursements														$   135.17

		Ending Balance																$   25,594.13

		Savings Account:

		Balance Forwarded																$   4,115.29

		Receipts:

				Interest Income  09/30/03												$   - 0

				Transfers from Checking Account												$   - 0

				Total Receipts														$   - 0

		Ending Balance																$   4,115.29



&CANC 6A Treasurer's Report
Sept 11, 2000




_1126804625.xls
Sheet1

		Expenditure						Fiscal Year

								Total

		Monthly Expenditures		Monthly Allocation

		Photocopies		$150.00				1,800.00

		OfficeSupplies		$100.00				1,200.00

		Postage		$20.00				240.00

		Transportation &Parking		$30.00				360.00

		Petty Cash		$50.00				600.00

		Meeting Space		$200.00				2,400.00

		Subtotal						6,600.00

		Non-Monthly Expenditures

		Post Office Box						200.00

		Advertising						4,000.00

		Grants						10,000.00

		Flyer Distribution - 2 distributions						6,000.00

		Office Eqipment						3,000.00

		Subtotal						23,200.00

		Total						29,800.00






