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District of Columbia Government

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC  20013


December Agenda Package.

ANC 6A serves the Near Northeast, Stanton Park and North Lincoln Park communities of Capitol Hill.  The Commission has been working hard on issues ranging from H Street development, community policing, zoning issues and alcohol licensing.  Your attendance is always welcome at all of our monthly meetings:

Date and Time:  December 11, 2003 at 7:00pm

Location:  Miner Elementary School - entrance is on the 600 block of 16th Street, NE

Highlights of the Agenda:

Councilmember Ambrose will attend our meeting to discuss:

· PSA boundaries
· Department of Human Services group home located at 1626 Kramer Street
· Progress (or lack thereof) on Prospect/Goding School Renovation 

SMART Grant – the Commission will consider providing a $3,550 grant to SummerTime and Reading Together, Inc designed to support two on-going program activities for children and families in the ANC 6A area, as well as begin a new outreach program targeted to the families with children attending the Maury and Minor Elementary Schools.

Crime Cameras – the Commission will discuss a recommendation for legal camera surveillance in high crime locations.
Plus, the mundane business of amending our annual budget and considering a baker’s dozen of bylaw changes!
All the details can be found on the attached pages.

See you at the meeting.
For more information, contact Joseph Fengler, 202-423-8868
7:00pm
Quorum Call

7:01
Call the meeting to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes

7:05
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10
Community Discussion with Councilmember Ambrose – tentative topics include:
· Opening comments – Councilmember Ambrose
· PSA redistricting plan, police staffing and substation locations

· 1626 Kramer Street, NE
· Prospect/Goding Learning Center
7:50
Commissioner’s Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)

8:00
Officer Reports:
1.
Chair
A.
Recommendation to accept office at Sherwood Recreation Center
2.
Vice-Chair

3.
Treasurer

A.
Approve monthly treasurer’s report and approve previous month’s disbursements
B.
Discuss DC Auditor’s Report
C.
Amend Fiscal Year 2004 Annual Budget

4.  Secretary
A.
Approve photocopying expenses:  Commission not to exceed $500 and Committee meetings not to exceed $75 ($25 per Committee).
8:15
Standing Committee Reports:

1.
Economic Development and Zoning (10 minutes)

A.
1016 Massachusetts Ave, NE (BZA 17091).  Committee recommends letter of support to BZA for special exception for bathroom addition to rear 3rd Floor.
B.
129-131 15th St, NE (BZA 17100).  No committee recommendation on variance to open a coffee ship in a residential zone.
C.
1626 Kramer Street, NE.  Committee recommends that the ANC ask DC Council for a notification requirement for all community-based residential facilities.
D.
Update on 819 and 821 7th Street, NE.

E.
Accept previous months ED&Z report.
2.
Community Outreach (5 minutes)

A.
Committee recommends approval of $3,550 grant for START, Inc.
B.
Accept previous months Community Outreach report.
3.
Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety (3 minutes)

A.
Committee recommends restructuring to Alcohol Beverage Licensing as single committee and dissolve the Public Safety Committee.
B.
Committee recommends support of all legal camera surveillance in high crime locations.

C.
Committee recommends the ANC request the Chief of Police to detail a sworn MPD officer to be a liaison to Alcohol Beverage Regulation Administration.

D.
Committee recommends the ANC to request the Public Space Committee to review the removal of the public payphone located at 419 13th St.
E.
Committee recommends ANC support a Victim Impact Statement.
F.
Accept ABL&PS report
8:35
Unfinished Business
A. Consideration of Commission bylaw amendments

8:45
New Business – no items provided
8:55 
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn


A scheduled business meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A was held on November 13, 2003, at the Miner Elementary School.  A quorum being present, Fengler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Attending were Commissioners Fengler, Rice, Alberti, Musante, Stevens-Harris, Ward and Mack.  Commissioner Colleen Harris was absent for the 12 straight meeting this year.  Twenty-eight members of the public attended.  

The agenda was adopted with two changes under new business: (1) the transfer of Excello license to In-a-Minit and (2) the addition of a bylaw change from Commissioner Harris.

The minutes of ANC 6A October 9, 2003 meeting were approved with one correction – replace Commissioner Mack’s name with Commissioner Ward’s under Single Member District reports.

Community Presentation – PSA Redistricting Update.  Attending from Metropolitan Police Department:  Ms. Anne Grant, 1st District Commander McGuire, and from the Fifth District, Captain Taliaferro and Officer Faunterleroy.  The highlights of the discussion over the next 40 minutes are as follows:

(1) Concern that the boundaries of the PSA redistricting plan were changed without proper notification to our ANC as we approved and forwarded our official comments on the plan stating that the existing boundaries were acceptable and that a police substation should be placed on the H Street Corridor.  Moreover, our recommendation requested a status of the plan to be sent to the Commission no later than June 20, 2003.

(2) Discussion of the statistics used from the current PSA 106 did not take into account community boundaries or existing neighborhood concerns.  Specifically, that 8th Street is a poor choice as a boundary as it divides this street into two PSA.  Crimes of opportunity and risk to pedestrian traffic from Union Station would only increase because of this artificial divide.  

(3) The business community along H Street voiced its concern that recent change will impede the development of a comprehensive plan to ensure safety along this corridor.

(4) Fengler made a motion to send a letter outlining our concerns and disagreement with this recent change to Deputy Mayor Kellems.  The motion was seconded by Musante.  The motion passed on a vote of 7-0.

(5) Fengler volunteered to lead a petition drive to let Councilmember Ambrose and MPD know that our Commission and community did not agree with this recent change.  

(6) Harris made a motion to have a community public safety meeting on December 2, 2003 to discuss these issues.  The motion was seconded by Fengler and was approved without objection.

Community Comments: Marc Boberly spoke and thanked the ANC for distributing the agenda and to fight the transfer of In-A-Minit. 

Single Member District Reports

6A03 – Commissioner Rice stated that 251  8th Street, NE has a new owner and that the owner has  filed plans to renovate the property as two apartments with a restored corner bay with the Historic Preservation Office.  Rice stated he would keep a close eye on what happens with the Class B Liquor License.

6A06 - Commissioner Ward announced that the Christian Library was providing new documentation on that property.

6A05 – Commissioner Musante announced that the Lovejoy Park had its second fundraiser that was well attended and that approximately $4,000 was raised.  Anyone wishing to help in the project should contact him at his home number.

6A02 - Commissioner Fengler announced that he had two Single Member District Meetings that were well attended.  Approximately 70 citizens attended the first and 30 to 40 attended the second.  These meetings were held so that citizens could embrace the 10th Street Recreation Center and have input to its continued development.

6A01 – Commissioner Stevens-Harris held a community meeting and the Director of the NSP, Cmdr. Greene, representatives of DPW and the Abandoned Vehicles were all present.  The purpose of the meeting was to educate citizens on their rights such as the removal of vehicles, times that construct may legally start and stop, placement of dumpsters, etc.  Stevens-Harris also asked for volunteers to help give out turkeys over Thanksgiving.

6A07 – Commissioner Mack invited Councilmember Graham to a meeting.  Mack learned that the Kramer Street building did not need a certificate of occupancy.  Mack also explained that a great deal of illegal dumping was going on around 44 15th Street and if people were caught the problem could be dealt with at the local level.  If not it would become necessary to involve the authorities.

Reports of Officers

1.  Chair:  

A.
Fengler reported that the ANC would be holding elections in January and that community members can be committee chairs.  

B.
Fengler also stated that OPM could find no space available within ANC 6A for an office.  Fengler would like to stop the search for an office and look for a cabinet for records.  

C.
Regarding the PSA meetings, Fengler would like to invite Deputy Mayor Margaret Kellems to the ANC meeting to discuss the issues.  Fengler also recommended that another meeting concerning the PSA redistricting be held the first week of December. 

2.  Vice Chair. No report.

3.  Treasurer.  Alberti presented the following:

A.
Motion to approve the November 2003 monthly report – motion passed with no objections 

B.
Alberti motioned that two disbursements be approved.  

(1)
Check #1160 in the amount of $71.48 to pay an invoice from Kinko’s was approved without objection.  

(2)
Check #1161 in the amount of $300.00 to fund a grant to Trees for Capitol Hill was approved without objection.

C.
Alberti motioned to approve the 4th Quarter report.  The report was approved without objection.

4.  Secretary:  Fengler made a motion to approve that photocopying expenses for the December Agenda package - not to exceed $500.00 dollars (this was higher than the $350.00 listed on the agenda).  The motion was approved with no objections.

Standing Committee Reports

1.  Economic Development and Zoning:  

A. The ED&Z Committee recommended unanimously  that ANC6A send a letter supporting the text amendment to the Zoning Commission.  Rice made a motion to  send a letter in support of ZC#01-33.  The motion was approved without objection.   

B. The committee heard a presentation by David A. Clark, Director of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. Four staff members from DCRA also attended. DCRA provided an overview of DCRA’s role and responsibilities for consumer and regulatory affairs with a video presentation.

C. The committee heard an update from Deputy Mayor Carolyn Graham on DHS/YSA plans for a group home for youths under construction at 1626 Kramer Street, NE. Graham was joined by 7 staff members from the Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Youth Services Administration (YSA).

D. Rice made a motion to accept the previous months ED&Z report.  Motion was approved.

E. Rice made a motion to approve photocopying expenses not exceeding $50.00.  Motion was approved without objection.

2.  Community Outreach Committee:

A. The Committee unanimously voted to recommend a $1000 grant for Kid Power, D.C.  Musante stated that Kid Power helped elementary and middle school students learn more about their community and that the grant would go to a Neighborhood History Project.  Musante made a motion to approve the grant to Kid Power.  Fengler seconded.  The motion was approved without objection.

B. The Committee made a recommendation that the ANC purchase display racks for individual Commissioners who would like to distribute agendas and other pertinent ANC information in their SMDs.  Commissioner Rice stated that Commissioners should take care with regard to permits for if racks are to be placed in public spaces.  Musante made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Committee.  Fengler seconded.  The motion was approved without objection.

C. Musante made a motion to accept the flyer developed by the committee as a working document.  The motion was approved without objection.

D. Musante made a motion to accept the committee recommendation to place a link on the ANC 6A website to the community listserv.  The link would have a disclaimer stating that it was  “an independent listserv addressing community concerns.”  The motion was seconded by Alberti and passed by a vote of 6-1.

E. Musante made a motion to accept the previous months Community Outreach Reports.  The motion was approved without objection.

F. Musante offered a motion to approve photocopying expenses –not to exceed $50.00.  The motion was approved without objection.

4.  Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety Committee:

A. Ward announced that the Committee meeting will be held December 3rd at Miner Elementary School.  Commissioner Fengler stated that he was disturbed that the November meeting did not occur and by the lack of communication to other commissioners on the dates and times of the committee meeting.

Unfinished Business

1.  Rice made a motion to move the first item under New Business to the first item under Unfinished Business.  Musante seconded.  Motion was approved without objection.

Rice made a motion that if Rosemack Deli (located at 801 D Street, NE) signed a Voluntary License Agreement that Rice had drafted with the input of 15 residents, the Commission would not protest the Class B license renewal.  The motion failed 3-4.

2.  FY 2004 Annual Budget.  Alberti moved to accept the proposed annual budget as outlined below.  Fengler seconded the motion.

	FY 2004 Annual Budget Proposal (Alberti)

	 
	 
	11-Nov-00
	 

	ANC 6A Assets
	 
	Total
	 

	FY 03 End of Yr Checking Balance
	 
	25,694.13
	 

	FY 03 End of Yr Savings Balance
	 
	4,115.29
	 

	FY 04 Distribution
	 
	25,000.00
	 

	Total Available
	 
	54,809.42
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURES
	 
	 
	COMMENTS

	Monthly Expenditures
	Monthly Allocation
	Total
	 

	Photocopies*
	$500.00
	6,000.00
	Distribution of ANC monthly agenda packets, and copying for committee business and incidental SMD business      

	Office Supplies*
	$50.00
	600.00
	 

	Postage*
	$20.00
	240.00
	Official mailings

	Transportation & Parking*
	$30.00
	360.00
	 

	Petty Cash1
	$50.00
	600.00
	 

	Storage Space*1
	$200.00
	2,400.00
	Pending establishment of office

	Subtotal
	 
	10,200.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Non-Monthly Expenditures
	 
	 
	 

	Distribution Boxes for SMDs
	 
	4,000.00
	One-time expense for distribution points

	Post Office Box*
	 
	200.00
	Official ANC mailing address

	Advertising
	 
	6,200.00
	Voice of the Hill, Hill Rag and DC North

	Grants
	 
	16,000.00
	Unused FY 03 funds added to FY 04 budget

	Flyer Distribution - 2 distributions
	 
	2,000.00
	SMD flyers

	Office Equipment1
	 
	3,000.00
	Pending establishment of office

	Subtotal
	 
	31,400.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total FY 04 Budget
	 
	41,600.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	FY 04 Savings Account
	 
	13,209.42
	Potential use for office lease 

	
	
	
	

	Note 1.  Alternative to Storage Space
	 
	6,000.00
	If we establish an office we would not use funds for storage.

	* These items are considered routine expenditures and do not require pre-approval for each expenditure.   All other expenditures require pre-approval by the ANC                                             


Rice offered an amendment to earmark $3,000 for the RL Christian Library.  Musante seconded.  Harris offered a secondary amendment to Rice’s amendment that would add “Friends of” to the amendment so it would be Friends of RL Christian Library.  Mack seconded.  The secondary amendment failed on a vote of 2-5.  The main motion (Rice’s amendment) passed on a vote of 4-1.

Fengler called the question and the Fiscal Year 2004 Annual Budget, as amended, the budget was adopted on a 6-0 vote.  

New Business

1.  Fengler made a motion to fund newspaper ads for the Voice of the Hill, Hill Rag and D.C. North for one year with the total cost of the ads not to exceed $4,600.  Musante seconded.  Motion approved without objection.

2.  Fengler made a motion to use Roberta Weiner to transcribe the Commission’s monthly minutes for three months with the provision that the monthly cost will not exceed $175 per month and the costs be deducted from the Commission’s savings..  Musante seconded.  Motion approved without objection.

3.  Ward made a motion to protest the transfer of Excello’s A License to In-a-Minit.  Fengler seconded.  The motion passed 5-1.

4.  Ward made a motion to hire a lawyer, Doug Fierberg to protest the transfer.  A friendly amendment was offered and accepted to set a ceiling $1,680 for the hiring of the lawyer.   The amendment failed 2-4.  The motion failed 2-4.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

PSA Restructuring - Update
Over the last month, the community has been actively engaged in discussions regarding the recent change to the proposed boundaries of Police Service Area (PSA) 102.  As you might be aware, the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is in the final stages of realigning the current PSA boundaries into larger geographical areas of responsibility.  In short, the number of PSA will be decreased from 83 to 42. Since the decision has been made to implement this change, it is critical to continue to work with MPD to ensure proposed changes takes into account the issues and concerns of our neighborhoods.

The issue at hand relates primarily to the western and eastern boundaries of PSA 102.  During the summer public meetings, MPD proposed that PSA 102 have a western boundary of North Capitol and an eastern boundary of 15th Street.  The northern and southern boundaries were New York Avenue, Florida Avenue and Benning Road and Constitution and East Capitol respectively.  On June 12, 2003, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A sent a letter to Chief Charles Ramsey generally supporting these proposed boundaries with the following comments: (1) moving the Capitol Hill community into one police district – the 1st District – is a welcome change; (2) placing the H Street, NE in one PSA is critical to implementing effective public safety measures for the emerging economic corridor and (3) a recommendation the western and eastern boundaries should be the tracks at Union Station and 16th Street, NE respectively.

As the summer progressed, MPD received several suggestions and comments from citizens, neighborhood, civic and business association and ANCs throughout the city.  Perhaps one of the most thoughtful and researched comments from the entire city came from what is currently PSA 106.  In an exhaustive review of service call statistics, the community members of PSA 106 analyzed the proposed boundaries of the entire city as well as those on Capitol Hill.  Specifically in reference to the proposed PSA 102, the analysis indicated that this PSA would have an inordinate number of “hot spots” ranging from the bus terminal on K Street, NE, Union Station grounds, the difficulties on Wylie and 15th Streets to the long-standing challenges of H Street, NE.  The analysis also indicated that the originally proposed PSA 103, with a small area and call density, represented a poor allocation of police resources and was a direct contradiction to the department's arguments for restructuring the PSAs.  After reviewing this detailed analysis, MPD decided in September to change the western boundary from 15th Street to 8th Street, NE.  

At the November ANC 6A meeting, exception was taken with this recent change for the following reasons: (1) the commercial corridor of H Street needs to be in one PSA, (2) using 8th Street as a boundary line is difficult as this street has seen increasing numbers of “crimes of opportunity” on pedestrian traffic from Union Station and (3) while from a statistical standpoint using 8th Street may be logical, from a community perspective it is not the best solution.  To that end, ANC 6A passed a unanimous resolution to encouraging Deputy Mayor Margaret Kellems to reconsider this recent change.

Subsequent to this ANC 6A meeting, there has been vigorous and energetic dialog between several neighborhood associations and PSA organizations on Capitol Hill.  While the exchanges have been pointed and sometimes heated, the best traits of our community rose to the top.  This discussion culminated in a hands-on discussion at a November 24, 2003, get-together between members of PSA 106, PSA 511, ANC 6A and ANC 6C – Mr. Roger Mattioli, Mr. Greg Noonan, Mr. John Wirt, Ms. Jennifer Flather, Commissioner Joseph Fengler, Commissioner Cody Rice and Commissioner Karin Wirt.  By working together and reviewing the statistical data as well as the community boundaries, a working alterative has been identified.  In simple terms, the working alternative proposes using Maryland Avenue as a “sliding” eastern boundary versus the horizontal line of 15th Street as well as shifting the western boundary to the railroad tracks at Union Station.  

This alternative balances the stated concerns of ANC 6A about community boarders and H Street revitalization with PSA 106’s concerns about equitable PSA size and call density.  At the December ANC 6A community meeting, the following PSA 102 boundaries will be offered for consideration – a western boundary aligned to the Union Station railroad tracks (in practical terms 2nd Street, NE); a northern boundary as outlined above; an eastern boundary starting at the intersection of Florida and Maryland, traveling down Maryland to 9th Street and then moving south on 9th to East Capitol; and finally, a southern boundary of East Capitol to 2nd Street.  

It is also important to recognize the community input provided at the November 18, 2003, at the Old City Capitol Hill Neighborhood Association meeting held at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  At that meeting, Mr. Charles Burger, chair of the Alcohol Beverage Control Board, has publicly commented that from an alcohol licensing perspective, putting these emerging economic corridors, such as H Street, into one PSA provides better opportunities to enforce voluntary agreements and as well as regulatory requirements.  Building on that recommendation, Fifth District Commander, Jennifer Greene, drawing upon her years of experience with the H Street corridor, also agreed that from a policing perspective that placing H Street in one PSA is key to implementing effective public safety measures.  

However, the proposed boundary of PSA 102 is still officially drawn at 8th Street, NE.  If your busy holiday schedule permits, please consider attending both the ANC 6C meeting on December 10th at 7:00pm at the Children’s Museum (800 3rd Street, NE) and the ANC 6A meeting on December 11, 2003 at 7:00pm at the Miner Elementary School (600 block of 16th Street) to discuss this issue.  Your continued input is not only welcome, but also desperately needed.

Commission Action:  Motion to approve alternative PSA 102 boundaries as follows:  a western boundary aligned to the Union Station railroad tracks (in practical terms 2nd Street, NE); a northern boundary as outlined above; an eastern boundary starting at the intersection of Florida and Maryland, traveling down Maryland to 9th Street and then moving south on 9th to East Capitol; and finally, a southern boundary of East Capitol to 2nd Street.  
Commission Action:  Motion to request that MPD place a permanent substation on the H Street corridor and that in the interim, MPD immediately works to identify and staff a storefront substation on H Street.

Commission Action:  Motion to request that MPD leave the existing PSA lieutenants and officers with their existing geographical areas of responsibility.  Specifically, as part of what now is the 5th District becomes the 1st District, that the existing police force is not moved simply because their District boundaries have changed.

Questions for Councilmember Ambrose:  
Will you support the alternative solution for the proposed PSAs 102 and 103?

Will you support and assist our efforts for both a long term and short term substation in Near North East?

Will you support and assist our desire to retain the existing lieutenants and officer after the boundary change?

Map of Proposed Solution
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1626 Kramer Street - Update / Background
Much to our surprise, the Rosedale community on Capitol Hill has experienced its own version of a bait and switch involving a “matter of right” development.  In February 2003, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) issued a building permit to the Youth Services Administration (YSA) for a residential dwelling for the handicapped at 1626 Kramer Street, NE.  As this was a matter of right development, YSA was not obligated to inform the community that this formerly blighted property was going to experience an economic revitalization.  And perhaps if the story ended here, the community would not be so concerned about this development.

However, similar to the Boys Town experience, the community eventually discovered that this facility is not exactly what was described in permit applications.  In fact, the four-bedroom facility will house “special needs” girls in the juvenile justice system who range from 13 to 17 years old.  We have been informed that these girls will be “persons in need of supervision” as determined by the courts due to their “ungovernable” behaviors and prior involvement in prostitution, drug use, or other activities.  The rehabilitation of these girls will be supervised by a staff of two. Unless one uses a very broad definition of the word “handicapped,” this seems to be a case of either calculated ignorance at best or deliberate obfuscation at worst.

At our September Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) meeting, Ms. Boykin from YSA explained to the community that only handicapped children who are committed to the care of YSA by the courts will be placed in the facility.  Mr. Noble, the acting Zoning Administrator from DCRA, who also was attending our meeting, stated that if a “youth rehabilitation home” had been listed on the permit application, DCRA “more than likely” would not have approved the building permit as a matter of right.  This is an important point.  If a building permit was not issued as a matter of right, YSA would have been required to seek a special exception from the Board of Zoning Adjustment, with notice to our community and input from our ANC.  This of course would have triggered a public meeting and a vote on the matter in front of our ANC.  

Ms. Boykin left our meeting promising YSA would redouble its efforts to communicate with the community.  To assist these communication efforts, Commissioner Cody Rice submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request on October 17, 2003, that asked questions ranging from how this location was selected, how the public was notified, and why YSA decided to portray this property as a matter of right facility for the handicapped versus a youth rehabilitation home.  

As promised by Ms. Boykin, Deputy Mayor Carolyn Graham and seven staff members from the Department of Human Services, attended our October 28th Economic Development and Zoning Committee meeting to address the “rampant amount of misinformation” circulating about the youth group home.  While many of us that attended the meeting felt that “misinformation” could be cleared up by simply answering our FOIA questions, one thing was made abundantly clear from the Deputy Mayor – this facility will be built and it will be a youth rehabilitation home.  The “misinformation” that this was going to be a facility for the handicapped was finally eliminated.

At various meetings since August, community members from the Kramer Street Association of Rosedale have expressed serious concerns about the appropriateness of this location for rehabilitation of troubled juveniles.  This area continues to struggle with drug use, violence and other serious crime.  Many in the community question the logic of placing troubled youths in this environment as they may be caught up in this activity, endangering themselves and others.  Our ANC is deeply concerned that a city agency can apply for a building permit under the guise of a residential dwelling for the handicapped and build a youth rehabilitation home instead. However, since we first contacted YSA, construction has accelerated and the building is almost complete.  I am learning first hand that the purported great weight that is afforded an ANC is commonly discarded for the sake of expediency.

At our November ANC meeting, we voted unanimously to request that Deputy Mayor Graham consider other types of occupancy for this building such as: (1) a group home for children waiting for adoption or foster care; (2) a home for a family with children needing housing assistance; (3); a group home for senior citizens or (4) a group home for children with mild to moderate disability.  In addition, we plan to submit legislation for District of Columbia Council consideration that would require the Department of Human Services to provide advance notice of any construction using public funds to the respective ANC.  We hope that these recommendations will not be ignored or discarded.

In close, Councilmember Sharon Ambrose will be attending our December 11 ANC meeting at the Miner Elementary School located on the 600 block of 16th street at 7:00pm.  This will be one of a handful of issues we will discuss with her.  As this issue transcends ANC boundaries, I would encourage all our Capitol Hill residents to send a letter to Deputy Mayor Graham (1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 307, Washington, DC 20004) supporting our November request to serve a different population of need with this facility and to inform the community of the placement of taxpayer-funded facilities.  

Commission Action:  Consider the Economic Development and Zoning Committee’s recommend that ANC 6A request for DC Council legislation to implement a 40-day notification requirement for all DHS facilities.   (Note:  This topic also appears under the committee’s section of the agenda, we will not discuss it again under the committee’s report.)
Background:  The ANC 6A Economic Development and Zoning committee, at their November 25, 2003 meeting, discussed the additional information provided by the Department of Human Services (DHS) in response to Commissioner Rice’s FOIA request. The FOIA response identified other properties in the city that were considered for use by the Youth Services Administration and other DHS organizations. Among other missing items, DHS has still not provided any plans or drawings for 1626 Kramer St, NE. DHS has also not provided an official letter stating who the occupants of the facility will be (age, sex, status in juvenile justice system, etc.).
The committee discussed whether the ANC should ask the DC Council to pass a notification requirement for “matter of right” facilities that are built with public funds. According to the current interpretation of the zoning regulations, these facilities can be built without any notice to residents and with no criteria to limit over-concentration.

The Economic Development and Zoning Committee unanimously recommends that the ANC request that the DC Council pass legislation to require any DC agency planning to build or expand a Community-Based Residential Facility to notify the affected ANC 40 days before submitting a building permit application to DCRA. 
Questions for Councilmember Ambrose:  
Will you support a 40-day notification requirement for all DHS facilities?
Will you support ANC 6A’s recommendation for an alternative occupancy for this building?

Prospect/Goding Learning Center Background
We have grave concerns about the lack of progress at the Prospect/Goding Learning Center:  A wall-replacement project has languished for two years with little urgency for completion; the site is an ongoing magnet for crime, including an October shooting on school grounds, loitering, drug dealing, prostitution and vagrancy; and oversight from school staff and other parties has been poor to nonexistent. 

The school’s neighborhood residents have spent hours over many months working with District of Columbia Public School officials (some of whom had never visited school), the Army Corps of Engineers, the Mayor’s office, the DC School Board and the Metropolitan Police Department to draw attention to this problem, which falls under your oversight.  

The situation is in crisis and demands clear guidance and a definitive completion timeline.  The recently opened Sherwood Recreation Center shares a common property line with this dangerous school. The outdoor basketball court abuts school property.  Our children are at risk.  How long before a child falls victim to the illegal drug use, prostitution and gang-related fights taking place regularly at Goding/Prospect?  Please take notice of this explosive situation. 

Specifically, the community has requested the following action steps:

(1) Light Maintenance - broken lights must be continually replaced to deter criminal activity.

(2) Temporary Fence - expedite temporary fence, encasing all low walls and dark areas that draw criminals.

(3) Permanent Fence - should be in tune with neighborhood aesthetics and deter access to the grounds after hours. 

(4) Security Patrols - school security, working with DC Police, should establish school patrols between 3 p.m. and 12 a.m. 

(5) Project Completion - completion date needs to be firmly established and met, with fines for noncompliance.

On November 22, 2003, single member district representative, Commissioner Joseph Fengler, wrote Sarah J. Woodhead, Director of Office Facilities Management for District of Columbia Public Schools, requesting monthly updates no later than the 5th of each month to circulate to the community. The community has been in the dark and suffering from this for far too long.  By having this communication, we can work together to open the second jewel of our neighborhood — a safe school next to a beautiful recreation center.

Discussion:  As of December 4, 2003, we have not received any communication from Ms. Woodhead.  However, we have been notified that: (1) DCPS electricians are correcting the lighting problems and the lights should be operational by December 5th and (2) the permit for the fence is currently at DCRA being reviewed by DDOT and should be ready for pick up on December 5th. 
Commission Action:  Formally request that District of Columbia Public Schools respond in writing to our concerns as well as provide a monthly status report no later than the 5th day of each month to the Single Member District representative.
Questions for Councilmember Ambrose:  
Will you support and assist us in our request for monthly updates on this project?  
If so, what steps will your office take to assist us in the matter?
November 14, 2003

Margaret Kellems

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 327

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Deputy Mayor Kellams:

It is with great concern that we write this letter to invite you to be our special guest at our Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) public safety forum.  Pending confirmation of your schedule and availability, we have tentatively scheduled the meeting for December 2, 2003 at 7:00pm at the recently opened Sherwood Recreation Center.  At our November Commission meeting, our community discussed the September decision of the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to alter the proposed Police Service Area (PSA) 102 and 103 boundaries that were presented to our community this summer.  

While we were pleased that representatives from MPD and the First District Commander were able to attend and answer some our community concerns, it was clear that we are in danger of losing the “great weight” afforded to us on this matter.  The specific change that concerns us relates to shifting the eastern boundary of PSA 102 from 15th Street, NE to 8th Street, NE.  Under separate cover, we will be forwarding to your office a letter that outlines our specific objections to this late-breaking change.  However, the critical objections are as follows:

· The future economic engine of our community – H Street – will be split between two PSA.  The initial proposal of this summer placed the heart of H Street into one PSA.  In speaking with H Street Main Street representatives as well as business owners and merchants, it is clear that the key to solving the public safety concerns is putting the responsibility to protect and serve our community with one PSA.

· Pedestrian commuters from Union Station continue to be subject to crimes of opportunity – especially as they cross the 8th Street “corridor” – which is a major north / south bus line.  The revised proposal divides this crime-plagued street between two PSAs when a comprehensive, singular approach is required for not only 8th Street, but also the immediate surrounding north / south running streets.

· While notionally dividing a city is difficult under circumstance, the recent change splits rapidly improving community along artificial boundaries.  It is easy to understand how Florida Avenue / Benning Road, East Capital and the tracks of Union Station could serve as three of the four boundaries for PSA 102; but 8th Street certainly represents a poor choice for the eastern boundary as our “community” extends to 15th or 16th Streets.

In addition to this topic, we would appreciate your comments on potential staffing and policing strategies as we look forward to next year.  In closing, we look forward to working with your office to confirm your participation.  If there are any questions, please contact Commissioner Wanda Harris at 202-401-3852.

Respectfully,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler, Chair

Contact information: fengler6a02@yahoo.com or 202-423-8868

cc:  Councilmember Sharon Ambrose

November 17, 2003

Charles Burger
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, Suite 7200
941 N. Capitol St. NE
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mr. Burger:

We are writing in reference to Application Number 50259, submitted by Lee Enterprises, Inc, for the transfer of the Class A license from Excello to N-A Minit Store.  At our regularly scheduled meeting held on November 13, 2003, and with a quorum present, our Commission voted to protest the proposed transfer by a vote of five Commissioners in favor of the protest and one Commissioner against.  

The justification for this protest is twofold.  First, we believe this transfer will continue to negatively impact the peace, order and quiet of our community.  Many residents in our community have informed us of several problems with Excello’s Class A license ranging from public urination, disorderly conduct and public intoxication.  Simply transferring this Class A to another establishment will not eliminate these problems.  Second, the community strongly objections to a Class A license in this neighborhood as it will continue to negatively impact real property values.

On behalf of the Commission,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler, Chair

Contact information: fengler6a02@yahoo.com or 202-423-8868

cc:
Ms. Marie Delaney, Director, Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration

November 17, 2003

Margret N. Kellems, Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 327

Washington, DC 20004

Ms. Kellems:

On November 13, 2003, our Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) voted unanimously to object to the latest revision in Police Service Area (PSA) boundaries for PSAs 102 and 103.  The original proposal presented to the community had the eastern boundary of PSA 102 at 15th Street, NE.  The revised proposal shows the eastern boundary line of PSA 102 at 8th Street, NE.  

We regret being placed in this position.  The choice to revise the boundaries based on limited input has needlessly divided our community.  However, it is our hope that this letter will reopen the dialog in a public forum that will result in an outcome that can be embraced by the entire community.  

While notionally dividing a city is difficult under any circumstance, the recent change splits our community along an artificial boundary. It is easy to understand how Florida Avenue / Benning Road, East Capitol Street and Union Station could serve as three of the four natural boundaries for PSA 102; but 8th Street represents a poor choice for the eastern boundary of PSA 102.  ANC 6A discussed but ultimately rejected the idea of PSA boundaries based on Planning Clusters or ANCs, deciding that boundaries should be set based on public safety considerations. 

We feel it is of utmost importance to keep the commercial heart of our neighborhood – H Street, NE – in one PSA.  Moving the boundary from 15th Street to 8th Street will divide MPD’s effort and focus on H Street  between two policing areas.  In our opinion, this is a mistake that needs to be corrected immediately. Pedestrian commuters using Union Station and customers of H Street businesses continue to be subject to crimes of opportunity – especially as they cross the 8th Street “corridor” – which is a major north/south bus line.  The revised proposal divides this crime-plagued street between two PSAs when a comprehensive, singular approach is required for not only 8th Street, but also the immediate surrounding north/south running streets.  The city already has several important programs in place to revitalize the whole of H Street, NE.  We would prefer to have a single PSA responsible for the critical public safety challenges of our neighborhood commercial corridor.  

In closing, using historical data (i.e., number of service calls) can sometimes obscure important community values.  While we understand the value of statistical analysis, we cannot accept it as the only tool for decision-making.  By structuring PSA 102 in accord with natural community boundaries, developing economic patterns and established pedestrian routes, we will be able to implement public safety programs to reduce crime as well as improve our community.

On behalf of the Commission,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler, Chair

fengler6a02@yahoo.com
202-423-8868

cc:
Councilmember Ambrose


Chief Charles H. Ramsey, Metropolitan Police Department


Ms. Anne Christine Grant, Policy Analyst, Metropolitan Police Department
November 18, 2003

Carolyn N. Graham

Deputy Mayor for Children, Youth, Families and Elders

John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 307
Washington, DC 20004

Re: Recommendations for Use of Facility at 1626 Kramer Street, NE

Deputy Mayor Graham:


On November 13, 2003, ANC 6A voted unanimously to request that you give serious consideration to the recommendations presented to you on November 4, 2003 by the Kramer Street Association of Rosedale. These recommendations are for the occupancy of the facility under construction at 1626 Kramer Street, NE.

As you will recall, the Kramer Street Association of Rosedale expressed serious concerns about the appropriateness of the 1600 block of Kramer Street, NE for rehabilitative uses for troubled juveniles. This area continues to struggle with drug use, violence, and other serious crime. As Mr. Whipple and Mr. Hill related at the meeting, troubled juveniles may be caught up in this activity, imperiling themselves and others.

As a result, the Kramer Street Association of Rosedale recommended the following types of occupancy instead of the planned juvenile justice use:

1. Group home for children waiting for adoption or foster care;

2. Home for a family with children needing housing assistance;

3. Group home for children with mild to moderate mental disabilities; or 

4. Group home for senior citizens.

As you are well aware, there are many populations of need in this city who could be served by the facility under construction at 1626 Kramer Street, NE. ANC 6A asks that you give serious consideration to the concerns of residents who live near this facility and to their recommendations. This is particularly important given the lack of outreach by the Department of Human Services and the Youth Services Administration prior to construction of this facility.

If you have any questions or concerns about this request, please contact Commissioner Gladys Mack at 202-398-3329 or gmack01@juno.com.

Respectfully yours,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: 
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Ron Whipple, Kramer Street Association of Rosedale


November 18, 2003

Via fax

Zoning Commission

c/o Secretary of the Zoning Commission

Office of Zoning

441 4th St NW, Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

Re: Text Amendment—High Density Residential Retail Overlay District (Case No. 01-33)

Dear Zoning Commissioners,

At its regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on November 13, 2003, ANC 6A voted 6-0-1 (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to recommend that the Zoning Commission adopt the text amendment for the High Density Residential Retail Overlay District.

ANC 6A urges the Zoning Commission to consider the testimony of community residents carefully when applying this overlay, especially where affected parcels abut residential zones. Although this overlay may not be appropriate for all parcels zoned R-5-D and R-5-E, it could be an important tool to encourage retail, services and accessory office uses that cater to residents of nearby neighborhoods. ANC 6A has recommended similar provisions for street-level retail and services along the H Street NE as a way of revitalizing this important neighborhood commercial corridor.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Commissioner Cody Rice, Chair of ANC 6A’s Economic Development and Zoning Committee, at 202-544-3734.

Respectfully yours,

//original signed//
Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Chair’s Report

Commission Elections.  The elections for officers and committee chairs will be conducted at our January 8, 2003 meeting.  It will be the first order of business on the agenda.  Unless there is an objection from the Commission, we will not have a community discussion / presentation on the January agenda.  
Commission Office Space.  Mr. Frank Crawford, the manager of the Sherwood Recreation Center, has offered us the use of an office.  The office located on the ground floor, next to the front door.  We would “share” the office with his support staff.  While initially, this may appear to be a less than optimal solution, it actually is quite good.  During the day, the office will be used by the staff; but in the evenings and on Saturday, we would be able to use the office to conduct business.  The advantages of this arrangement are as follows:

1) Central Storage.  We would be able to purchase a locking file cabinet to store all of our auditable documents in one location.  Many ANCs suffer over the course of two years when the DC Auditor review files that are not complete.  The primary cause is that an ANC does not have a central location for reports and agendas.  This would solve this potential problem.  Accordingly, I recommend that we purchase a locking, four-draw filing cabinet.
2) Time versus Staff.  We do not have an office manager or an ANC employee that requires a physical office space.  As working professionals by day, we do not have a requirement for a 9:00am to 5:00pm desk in which to conduct business.  This arrangement fits nicely into the reality in which we operate, as more than likely we will not require an office until after we return home from our respective work locations.
3) Equipment and Phone.  As we work from our home on most business, the requirement for office automation equipment is limited.  I would recommend against purchasing a computer or copying machine for this office.  However, I would recommend that we install a phone (with a local calling range) so that we may procure a fax machine to send and receive official correspondence from the city.  
4) Visibility and Information.  By using Sherwood as an office location, we will be able to work with Mr. Crawford on procuring a suitable, large display rack in which we can hand outside the office in order to disseminate the many notices we receive from the city as well as our official business.

5) Cost.  This option also avoids the requirement to use our budgetary resources on lease costs.  
Treasurer’s Monthly Report
For November 2003
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25,222.65 $        

- $                      

- $                    

- $                    

- $                   

25,222.65 $        

CK#1162 14.80 $                

CK#1163 26.97 $                

CK#1164 242.77 $              

CK#1165 1,000.00 $           

- $                    

Total Disbursements 1,284.54 $          

23,938.11 $        

4,115.29 $          

- $                    

- $                   

4,115.29 $          

Total Receipts

Disbursements:

Kinko's

Kid Power-DC Inc.  (Grant)

Joseph Fengler  (Postage)

Joseph Fengler  (Photocopy)

Transfer to Savings Account

Total Receipts

Transfers from Checking Account

Receipts:

Balance Forwarded

Savings Account:

Ending Balance

Ending Balance

Period Covered:

Checking Account:

Balance Forwarded

 

Total Funds Available

Receipts:

District Allotments

Total Other Deposits 

Transfers from Saving Account


Recommend that the individual disbursements listed above be approved. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Fiscal Year 2004 ANC 6A Budget

Amended Budget Recommendation
(Changes highlighted)


[image: image3.emf]ANC 6A Assets Total

FY 03 End of Yr Checking Balance 25,694.13

FY 03 End of Yr Savings Balance 4,115.29

FY 04 Distribution (estimate) 25,000.00

Total Available 54,809.42

EXPENDITURES COMMENTS

Monthly Expenditures Monthly 

Allocation

Total

Photocopies* $925.00 11,100.00Distribution of ANC monthly agenda packets, and 

copying for committee business and incidental SMD 

business      

Office Supplies* 50.00              600.00          

Postage* 20.00              240.00           Official mailings

Transportation & Parking* 30.00              360.00           Offical business

Petty Cash 50.00              600.00          

Recording/Transcription Service* 200.00            1,800.00        For monthly Commission meetings

Subtotal 14,700.00     

Non-Monthly Expenditures

Distribution Boxes for SMDs 4,000.00        One-time expense for distribution points

Post Office Box* 200.00           Official ANC mailing address

Advertising 4,600.00        Voice of the Hill, Hill Rag and DC North

Grants 16,000.00      Unused FY 03 funds added to FY 04 budget

Flyer Distribution - 2 distributions 2,000.00        SMD flyers

Office Equipment 3,000.00        Pending establishment of office

Subtotal 29,800.00     

Total FY 04 Budget 44,500.00     

FY 04 Savings Account    

3,000.00        Designated for future grants to R.L. Christian Library

7,309.42        Uncommitted funds

Total Savings

10,309.42     

* These items are considered routine expenditures and do not require pre-approval for each expenditure.   All other 

expenditures require pre-approval by the ANC                                             


In addition, propose that ceilings be placed on monthly photocopies as follows:

· $500 for monthly ANC agenda packets

· $50 for single member district meetings ($50 times 7 equals $350 per month)

· $25 for committee meetings ($25 times 3 equals $75 per month ceiling)

To be clear, this means that a commissioner cannot spend more than $50 per month on single member district meetings without seeking prior approval from the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Accordingly, committee chairs cannot spend more than $25 per month for committee meetings without seeking prior approval from the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting.
Report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee

November 25, 2003


Present: Commissioners Nick Alberti and Cody Rice; Resident Members Sherry Brown, Brendan Danaher, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.

BZA 17091 (1016 Massachusetts Ave, NE)
The committee heard a presentation regarding an application to BZA for a special exception for an addition on the rear third floor of a rowhouse. The addition will contain a bathroom and will partially cover an existing fenced deck. A special exception is required because the lot is smaller than the minimum required in an R-4 District and the building already exceeds lot occupancy. 

The applicant has written statements of support from neighbors at 1012 and 1018 Massachusetts Ave, NE, and the committee postponed this case one month so that the applicant could resolve issues associated with concerns of the neighbor at 1014 Massachusetts Ave, NE about noise from the new plumbing fixtures. These concerns have been resolved according to emails sent to Commissioner Rice.

� The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter of support for the special exception to BZA.

BZA 17100 (129-131 15th St, NE)

The committee heard a presentation regarding an application to BZA for a variance to open a coffee shop (a non-conforming use) in the residential R-4 District. The property will be leased from Jesus Is the Way Church. The property has been permitted as a “Variety, Grocery & Patent Medicine Store” in the past although it has been vacant for 2 to 3 years. The applicants stated that the building structure is suited for commercial activity since there are no bedrooms and only one bathroom. There is no on-site parking and there are other grandfathered commercial activities on the block.

The committee heard from several residents of the area who expressed concerns about additional commercial activity in an area that currently has substantial traffic, noise, and loitering associated with the other businesses. The residents did not support the application.

� Based on a 3-2-1 vote, the committee was unable to make a recommendation.

Update on H Street NE Zoning and Overlay

The committee heard a presentation by David McGettigan from the Office of Planning regarding the status of the zoning and overlay recommendations forwarded by ANCs 6A and 6C this summer.

According to Mr. McGettigan, OP plans to send the H Street Strategic Development Plan (SDP) to the DC Council for approval as a “Small Area Plan” for the December 2, 2003 legislative session. A Small Area Plan provides further guidance to the Comprehensive Plan, and would lay the groundwork for text and map amendments to be submitted to the Zoning Commission.

Early next year, OP would like to submit text and map amendments to the Zoning Commission that take the form of special purpose zones. This would be instead of rezoning into existing zoning categories with an overlay as previously discussed. OP decided that the approach of rezoning with existing categories and then placing an overlay was too complicated for developers to understand and DCRA to enforce. OP believes that the goals and objectives from the joint ANC meetings can be better implemented with rezoning into new zoning categories. OP would like to bring a report back to the ANCs next month with a target of March 2004 for going to the Zoning Commission.

Mr. McGettigan also said that OP will conduct a “Large Tract Review” for plans submitted by Clark Realty for 200 apartment units and 52 townhouses at the Hechinger Mall site at the eastern end of H Street NE. OP will be scheduling a public meeting and would like feedback from the ANC.

� The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter of support to the DC Council for the adoption of the H Street SDP as a Small Area Plan.

Update on 1626 Kramer Street, NE

The committee discussed the additional information provided by the Department of Human Services (DHS) in response to Commissioner Rice’s FOIA request. The FOIA response identified other properties in the city that were considered for use by the Youth Services Administration and other DHS organizations. Among other missing items, DHS has still not provided any plans or drawings for 1626 Kramer St, NE. DHS has also not provided an official letter stating who the occupants of the facility will be (age, sex, status in juvenile justice system, etc.).

The committee discussed whether the ANC should ask the DC Council to pass a notification requirement for “matter of right” facilities that are built with public funds. According to the current interpretation of the zoning regulations, these facilities can be built without any notice to residents and with no criteria to limit overconcentration.

� The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC request that the DC Council pass legislation to require any DC agency planning to build or expand a Community-Based Residential Facility to notify the affected ANC 40 days before submitting a building permit application to DCRA. 

UNLESS CANCELED FOR LACK OF AGENDA ITEMS

Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, December 30, 2003

7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

Report of the Community Outreach Committee
November 17, 2003

Attending members

· M. Musante

· E. Nelson

· M. Irwin

Absent:

· I. Basterrechea

· D. DeGraffinreidte 

· J. Laise 

I.
Unfinished Business
A. The minutes from the October meeting were approved.

II.
Grant Applications

A. START, Inc. presented their grant application in person and answered questions from the committee.  START – add info.   After hearing the testimony of the organization:

The committee recommended that the Commission appropriate a grant of $3,550.00 dollars to START, Inc. to be spent as put forward in their application to the committee (Proposal on next page).
III.
Outreach Initiatives

A. Website Guidelines.  The Committee discussed a recommendation that all commissioners follow a set of guidelines to ease the Committee’s job of placing items on the website.  The Committee unanimously approved the following recommendations:

· When e-mailing documents, please list in subject line whether the document is to be posted or not.

· Please point out what where the posting should be placed and what should the official link say or title should be.
· Please send e-mails to be posted to Ms. Elizabeth Nelson separately or forwarded to her separately.  Often times, she receives a number of e-mails with no relation to official postings.

B.
PSA Letter.  The committee unanimously approved the following:  Recommend to the Commission that a letter be sent to all PSA Lieutenants in the ANC 6A area asking them to contact ether the commissioners or Ms. Nelson when a PSA meeting is going to be cancelled.  The information will then be listed on the Commission website.

Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


November  15, 2003




Spring/Summer 2004


3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

SummerTime and Reading Together, c/o Robert Strauss Building 

1333 New Hampshire Ave. NE,  Suite 330B  WDC 20036

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Marcio Duffles





Founding director

6. Address (if different from above)

121 Tennessee Ave. NE WDC 20002

7. Telephone






8. Fax

 (202) 546 -7442




 
  (202)  546 -7468

9. E-mail Address

mduffles@amphx.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

To provide literacy training to adult volunteers participating in START’ s Lincoln PArk Book Club  (LPBC); to update LPBC reading workbooks; to increase LPBC program participation via outreach to parents through anc 6a public school PTA family literacy activities

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested

$ 3,550





     

$3,550

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

Gannett Foundation (pending), Microsoft , BB&T Bank, CHAMPS
14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

The  program targets children ages 5-14 of families residng in the ANC6A designated area.  The START summer program aims to close the summer “learning gap” by pairing children with reading partners and enabling them to improve their literacy skills through individual and group tutoring and educational activities.
Attach:

· Proposal (maximum of 2 pages)
· Itemized budget showing all projected expenses

· Grant applications should include this application form, form, proposal, and budget, as well as copies of every supporting document such as financial statements, newspaper clippings, brochures, etc.
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START PROJECT PROPOSAL

Program Background

History:  START began in the summer of 1988 with the founding of the E Street Book Club located in Capitol Hill.  During this first summer, six children met at either house every Saturday, reading together as a group, and individually during the week.  By 1990, more than 30 children were active in the book club, which was featured in a Washington Post article, as well as on local ABC and CBS affiliate television news programs. START was incorporated in 1991 with the help of its new Board and of its new pro bono legal staff of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld, l.l.p.  

The Lincoln Park Book Club joined START in 1992 and has grown from an initial 10 children to an average of 30 children participating in a summer of reading at Lincoln Park.  The children in the Lincoln Park Book Club have benefited through their participation in START by reading with dedicated volunteers, attending educational field trips such as canoe trips on the Anacostia River, attending field trips to purchase their own books at local book stores and being acknowledged for their reading efforts at START’s annual Fall Awards Dinner.

Core Activities.  Literacy is addressed by START by two methods:

· Each book club conducts group reading sessions throughout the summer where children participate in creative, literacy based activities with their peers and adult volunteers; and

· START recruits, trains and matches volunteers to read individually with a child during the summer.  The individual reading sessions supplements the group reading activities.  The volunteer works with a child in developing their reading, comprehension and writing skills.  Each child is provided a booklet to write and illustrate about the book they have read.  

Project Proposal

The ANC 6A grant proposal is designed to support two on-going START program activities for children and families in the ANC 6A area, as well as begin a new outreach program targeted to the families with children attending the Maury and Minor Elementary Schools.

Literacy Training: (Funding Request: $1,280)

Funding is requested to intensify the START recruitment of adult mentors for one-on-one pairing with Lincoln Park Book Club (LPBC) participants and to create a literacy training program designed for adult mentors paired with the current 30 Lincoln Park and E Street Book Club participants.  This will ensure that the adult volunteers, who are working with children on an individual basis, are appropriately prepared to develop children’s interest and stimulate them to read using newest and most proven pedagogical methods. The training is also important so that these adult volunteers are aware of how to screen for learning issues (e.g. dyslexia) and other impediments to developing reading skills.   

Revising Reading Workbooks: (Funding Request: $1,380)

The current START reading workbook is a very general, non-targeted, instrument that needs to be updated and targeted towards the different age-groups of 5-6, 7-9 and 10-12 year old children.  Funding is requested to completely revise the workbook using colorful and child-appealing graphics, puzzles and inserting new exercises.

Outreach to Maury and Minor Elementary Schools: (Funding Request: $890)

The Lincoln Park Book Club (LPBC) did some basic and successful outreach to Maury Elementary school between 1993 and 1997.  Most of the children who participated in LPBC during that time were due to a result of that very basic outreach effort.  Funding is requested to implement a formal outreach program to both Maury and Minor elementary schools.  The outreach program would consist of:

· Coordinating with the respective school PTAs to recruit parents for an interactive family literacy workshop;

· Pre-summer and post-summer literacy evaluation of selected new youth LPBC participants.
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Program Budget

Lincoln Park Book Club

Summer of 2004

ANC6A

	Task
	Description
	Amount

	Update Book Report Booklets


	START’s Family Literacy Specialist, Ms. Angela Lanier, to design three (3) age appropriate (5-7, 

8-9, 10-12 years old) book report booklets.  

· 40 hours total  @ $30 / hour

· Print 60 books @ $3.00 per booklet.

(with color prints)
	$1200.

$  180.

	Maury & Minor PTA Outreach
	Ms. A. Lanier and START staff to conduct:

· Presentation on START and LPBC and 

· Family literacy presentation

(12 hrs @ $30 / hour)

·  Presentation materials

·  Pre and post-test evaluation on selected     

       sample of child participants.

       (16 hrs @ $30 / hour)
	$ 360.

$   50.

$ 480.

	Volunteer Recruiting 

& 

Training Workshop
	Volunteer recruiting and matching conducted by START staff.

· 2 hours / vol x 40 vols x $10 / hour.

Ms. A. Lanier to conduct literacy workshop for LPBC volunteers.

· 16 hrs x $30 / hour.


	$ 800.

$ 480.

	
	
	$3,550.


Report of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing & Public Safety Committee

December 3, 2003

1.  Committee recommendation is to restructure Alcohol Beverage Licensing & Public Safety Committee: Alcohol Beverage Licensing as single committee and dissolve the Public Safety Committee. 

With redistricting of PSAs and  the increase dialogue in Police issues, it has become apparent to the Committee (when this was addressed at committee level in May) that there is a strong community support to have a separation of ANC and PSA groups (in membership and boundaries).  In a broad sense, a separation of authority in regards to MPD and elected Officials.  Therefore, to have an ANC Public Safety Committee and PSA groups within the same community has from the Committee's experience, resulted in a duplication of meetings, resources, and most importantly citizen participation.

Residents are extremely active in PSA issues. This fantastic display of continued activism in PSAs 510, 511 and 512 has shown the wiliness of their members to take ownership in their areas of concern. For example, Brenda Artis and Jennifer Flather's have over several years patiently and painstakingly developed a raptor with the Patrol Officers, Sgts, Lts. and CMDR Greene. 

As ANC, we should help facilitate this participation instead of competing with it.  As Chair of the current Public Safety Committee, I have found it difficult to continue to request the same resources and discuss the same issues as that of the PSAs.  Also, the demands of attending each PSA meeting, the CMDR's CAC monthly meeting and to walk the orange hats patrols make it impossible to evenly participate in all the PSAs. This is especially true, when there are meetings that occur on the same day/evening.

The PSA members have a precedence of continued membership and participation and a consistency.  This consistency in Public Safety issues can make a big difference in effectiveness where it seems every three months we are working with new MPD personnel. In the Committee's opinion, the PSA actions and opinion are important and frankly hold more standing on public safety issues verses that of a one year term ANC's PS Committee could ever obtain. Just by virtue of the MPD Lieutenant's responsibility to their PSA and not an ANC area. 

If there is restructuring of the ANC ABL & Public Safety Committee (which needs to occur) it will take two months to get a PS Committee established with a meeting location, time and the members nominated and approved.  My motion would be to have an Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee. A second motion is to dissolve the ANC Public Safety Committee. And thirdly, a motion to have the Public Safety responsibilities falls under the Vice Chair duties. This in turn, would keep the three committee integrity in place and not sap the resources of any Commissioners attending yet one more community meeting. 

2.  Committee recommendation is in support of all legal camera surveillance in high crime locations.  

3.  Committee recommendation to request the Chief of Police to detail a sworn MPD officer to be a liaison to Alcohol Beverage Regulation Administration. MPD Liaison will facilitate cross training of MPD personnel in DC Codes (Title 25), underage drinking, and process more affectively 61-D's (citations) involving ABC establishments. 

4.  Committee recommendation to request the Public Space Committee to review the removal of the public payphone located at 419 13th St. This public phone is in violation of Excello Liquors 1995 Voluntary agreement for the installation of the pay phone and is in violation of Excello's current voluntary agreement for removal of existing pay phone.  

5. Committee recommendation to provide a Victim Impact Statement. This Victim Impact Statement is a tool for Prosecutors to use and give to judges requesting that sentencing be maximized in crimes where there is no "victim" but does result in a negative impact on quality of life. Where there is no victim often are arrests involving prostitution, drug possession and possession of open container of alcohol. Many arrests result in no jail time and often a minimal fine.  As a result, the suspect is back out on the streets (in the same location) doing the same illegal activity even before the paperwork is finalized. This is frustrating for the Police who make these arrests and complete the necessary documentation. This is also frustrating for the Prosecutors  who go and prosecute and see the suspect walk away with a slap on the hand ($40 fine). It is even more frustrating for the citizens to see the same suspects doing the same illegal activity over and over again in our community resulting in an aggregated negative impact on our quality of life.  Sentencing needs to be maximized to deter illegal activity. 

Consideration of Bylaw Amendments.
Change 1.  Committee Chair Qualifications (Fengler)

Article VIII, Section 1.   The Commission shall elect officers from its members and standing committee chairs at a public meeting of the Commission held in January each year.  

(a).
The officer positions shall be:  Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.  The officers of the Commission must be elected commissioners.

(b)
The standing committee chairs shall be: Economic Development and Zoning, Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety, and Community Outreach.  The committee chairs may be either elected commissioners or residents that live in the geographic boundaries of the Commission as defined in Article II.
(c)
The Commission may also elect any other officers or chairperson committee chairs as the Commission deems necessary.  

Article VIII, Section 2.  Upon a two-thirds majority of the commissioners present and voting, the Commission any commissioner may submit a slate of officers and committee chairs for consideration….

Also, the remaining sections of this article will need to be renumbered to reflect that change.

Change 2.  Light Refreshments at Single Member District Meetings (Fengler)

Article IV, Section 7, Subsection (a).  The Commission shall expend funds received through its annual allocation, or other donated funds, for public purposes within the Commission area or for the functioning of the Commission office, to include staffing salaries and nominal refreshments (no meals) at regularly scheduled Commission meetings.  For the purposes of nominal refreshments, Single Member District meetings will not be considered as regularly scheduled Commission meetings.

Change 3.  Commissioner Vacancy (Fengler)

Article XI, Vacancy and Removal, Section 1 Commissioner Vacancy, Subsection (c), point (2).  Strike:  Failure to attend three consecutive meetings without an excused absence.  Replace with: (2) Death and add a new point: (3) Hold another elected public office prohibited under the ANC legislation.

Change 4.  Commissioner Removal (Fengler)
Article XI, Vacancy and Removal, Section 2 Commissioner Removal.  Insert the following:

Section 2.  Commissioner Removal.

(a)  Any Commissioner may be removed from office by the registered voters of the Single Member District (SMD) from which he or she was elected.  This process requires that a petition be singed by at least 10 percent of the registered voters of the SMD.  However, if a Commissioner has missed all of the regularly scheduled meetings over a three month period, the required number of signature is reduced to 5 percent.

(b)  The initiator of the removal petition has 30 calendar days, beginning with the day the Board first makes petitions available, to secure the proper signatures and file the proper signature and file the petition with the Board.  The number of registered voters which is used for computing this requirement is based on the latest official voter cont issued 30 or more days prior to the submission of the signed petition. 

(c)  After a 10 day challenge period, the Board certifies the petition.  If the petition is challenge, the Board holds a hearing on that challenge.  If the petition is upheld, the Board will hold a special election in the SMD or conduct a mail ballot. 

(d)  No commissioner may be removed within the first six months nor the last six months of his or her term of office nor within six months after an attempted removal procedure has been determined in his or her office.

Rename Section 2 to Section 3 and rename Section 3 to Section 4.

Change 5.  Vice Chair Responsibilities (Rice)

Article IX, Section 2, subsection (e) – delete.  The Vice Chairperson shall serve as the public safety liaison for the Commission.

Change 6.  Reference Error (Rice)

Article IX, Section 3, subsection (c) – correct reference from Section 10 to Section 11.

Justification for change:  A clerical error, current bylaw does not reflect correct cross reference.

Change 7.  Grammatical Change (Rice)

Article X, Section 1.  Pursuant to the provisions of section 742 (a) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, all meetings of the committee meetings shall be open to the public.

Change 8.  Grammatical Change (Rice)

Article X, Section 2, Subsection (d).  The Commission may establish any other committees upon the action at a scheduled meeting of a majority of the Commissioners present and voting of a majority of the Commissioners present and voting at a scheduled meeting

Change 9.  Clarification (Rice)

Article X, Section 3.  Each committee shall establish procedures that will facilitate achieving its mission.  At a minimum, each committee will designate a member to record, and forward to the Commission Secretary, the actions and recommendations of each meeting in a committee report.  This record shall also include a list of all the committee members in attendance at the meeting
Change 10.  Grammatical Change (Rice)
Article X, Section 5.  All committee members shall have equal voting rights following the principle of one person, one vote.  There shall be no voting by proxy.  No action may be taken by the committee unless Formal committee recommendations require a majority of the committee membership is present and voting.  In the case of a tie vote, the motion before the committee shall fail.

Change 11.  Grammatical Change (Rice)
Article X, Section 7.  All approved motions or recommendations will be presented to the Commission by the committee chairperson or by a member of the committee in the chairperson’s absence. a member of the committee. 

Change 12.  Committee Change (Rice)
Article X, Section 9.  Strike Section 9 and replace with a new Section 9.  No less than seven days notice shall be given to the public by the committee of its meetings in accordance with the provisions of Article V, Section 4 of these bylaws.

Change 13.  Add new Section (Rice)

Article X, Section 10.  ANC Commissioners may participate in committee deliberations with their votes recorded in the Committee report.

Change 14.  Change Committee Structure (Harris)

Article X, Section 2.  Delete subsection (b) Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety and.  Insert new subsection (b) Public Safety and subsection (c) Alcohol Beverage Licensing.  Renumber existing subsection (c) to subsection (d)
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		Period Covered:				11/01/03		-		11/30/03

		Checking Account:

		Balance Forwarded														$   25,222.65

		Receipts:

				District Allotments										$   - 0

				Total Other Deposits										$   - 0

				Transfers from Saving Account										$   - 0

				Total Receipts												$   - 0

		Total Funds Available														$   25,222.65

		Disbursements:

				Joseph Fengler  (Postage)								CK#1162		$   14.80

				Joseph Fengler  (Photocopy)								CK#1163		$   26.97

				Kinko's								CK#1164		$   242.77

				Kid Power-DC Inc.  (Grant)								CK#1165		$   1,000.00

				Transfer to Savings Account										$   - 0

				Total Disbursements												$   1,284.54

		Ending Balance														$   23,938.11

		Savings Account:

		Balance Forwarded														$   4,115.29

		Receipts:

				Transfers from Checking Account										$   - 0

				Total Receipts												$   - 0

		Ending Balance														$   4,115.29
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		ANC 6A Assets				Total

		FY 03 End of Yr Checking Balance				25,694.13

		FY 03 End of Yr Savings Balance				4,115.29

		FY 04 Distribution (estimate)				25,000.00

		Total Available				54,809.42

		EXPENDITURES						COMMENTS

		Monthly Expenditures		Monthly Allocation		Total

		Photocopies*		$925.00		11,100.00		Distribution of ANC monthly agenda packets, and copying for committee business and incidental SMD business

		Office Supplies*		50.00		600.00

		Postage*		20.00		240.00		Official mailings

		Transportation & Parking*		30.00		360.00		Offical business

		Petty Cash		50.00		600.00

		Recording/Transcription Service*		200.00		1,800.00		For monthly Commission meetings

		Subtotal				14,700.00

		Non-Monthly Expenditures

		Distribution Boxes for SMDs				4,000.00		One-time expense for distribution points

		Post Office Box*				200.00		Official ANC mailing address

		Advertising				4,600.00		Voice of the Hill, Hill Rag and DC North

		Grants				16,000.00		Unused FY 03 funds added to FY 04 budget

		Flyer Distribution - 2 distributions				2,000.00		SMD flyers

		Office Equipment				3,000.00		Pending establishment of office

		Subtotal				29,800.00

		Total FY 04 Budget				44,500.00

		FY 04 Savings Account

						3,000.00		Designated for future grants to R.L. Christian Library

						7,309.42		Uncommitted funds

		Total Savings				10,309.42

		* These items are considered routine expenditures and do not require pre-approval for each expenditure.   All other expenditures require pre-approval by the ANC






