ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6A

Minutes of February 13, 2003

A scheduled business meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A was held on February 13, 2003, at the Miner Elementary School.  A quorum being present, Commissioner Fengler called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.

Attending were Commissioners Fengler, Rice, Alberti, Musante, Ward, and Stevens-Harris. Commissioner Mack informed the Chair prior to the meeting that she would not be in attendance due to a work conflict.  Commissioner Harris did contact the Chair prior to the meeting and accordingly did not have an excused absence.  Approximately 29 members of the public attended.  Commissioner Ward pointed out that five officers from PSA 511 were present at the ANC meeting.

The agenda passed as presented with only one change.  At the request of Commissioner Stevens-Harris, a letter from the Office of Corporation Counsel was added to New Business.

The minutes of ANC 6A January 2, 2002 meeting were approved.

Community Comments.  There were no comments from the community.

Special Orders  

Committee Membership

1.  Economic Development and Zoning Committee.  Commissioner Rice introduced the proposed members of the ED&Z Committee suggested by ANC Commissioners.  The proposed members of the committee passed with no objections.  The following citizens now serve on the committee:  Sherry Brown, Gene Butler, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Enrique Gomez, Emily Porter, and Drew Ronneberg

Commissioner Rice announced that the ED&Z committee meeting will be held on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St NE). The first meeting will be held on February 25, 2003.
2.  Community Outreach Committee.  Commissioner Musante introduced the proposed members of the Community Outreach Committee.  The proposed members of the committee passed with no objections.  The following citizens now serve on the Community Outreach Committee: Elizabeth Nelson, Marissa Irwin, and Ivette Basterrechea.  

Commissioner Musante stated that he wanted to meet with the new committee members to establish a time, place and date for the committee meetings.

3.  Alcohol Beverage and Licensing and Public Safety.  Commissioner Ward wanted to introduce the members of the committee at the next Commission meeting.

Single Member District Reports

1.  Commissioner Ward invited citizens to an open house concerning H St. on April 15th.

2.  Commissioner Alberti announced that the Charter School Development Corporation spoke before the North Lincoln Park Neighbors Association and ANC 6A04 concerning the Kingsman Charter School Project.  Alberti announced that the group would speak later.

Reports of Officers

1.  Chair.  Commissioner Fengler announced that on Thursday, February 20, 2003, at 8:05, the ANC would be a witness for the Committee on Public Services regarding the Public Oversight Hearing on the Status of Fiscal Year 2002 Ending and Fiscal Year 2003 for Advisory Neighborhood Commission in Wards 8 and 6.  In preparation for testimony, Commissioner Fengler proposed that the following goals and issues be adopted:

What are the five major goals for 2003?

1. Resolve Commission operation and fiscal problems

2. Create opportunities for public input on residential and commercial development.

3. Enhance Commission interaction with community.

4. Reduce crime and create better communication with the PSAs.

5. Decrease the number of vacant properties.

District Wide issues that will have the most impact on your Commission?

1. H Street NE strategic development plan.

2. New building for the R.L. Christian Library.

3. Traffic and transportation on major city corridors.

4. Placement of halfway houses.

5. Removal of abandoned cars.

There were no objections to present these at the hearing on behalf of ANC 6A.

2.  Vice Chair:  No report.

3.  Treasurer.  Commissioner Alberti presented the following:

A.  Discussions with the auditor were not going well.  Continued exchanges seem to not be resolving the current problem of what the Commission needs in order for the D.C. Auditor to return the checkbook and initiate quarterly disbursements.

B.  The Commission is not permitted to change the mailing address on the checking account.

C.  The P.O. Box had expired as of October 31st due to lack of payment.

D.  The combined bank account balance was $9,661.67.  There were no disbursements.  

E.  Debts amounted to the following:  

1. $1,720.00 – H Street Storage

2. $495.69 - Verizon bill.

Commissioner Stevens-Harris motioned to recommend that we invite the D.C. Auditor and a representative of Council member Catania’s office to our next Commission meeting.  Alberti offered an amendment to delay that invitation for two weeks in order to continue to work with the DC Auditor’s office and if we haven’t resolved our issues, then invite them.  The amendment was passed without objection and the motion was passed without objection.  

4.  Secretary:  Commissioner Musante stated he mailed the three resolutions from the Jan 2, 2003 meeting to the Mayor’s office, Simon Gottlieb and Council members Ambrose and Catania’s office.  Musante also stated that he had traded phone calls with Amy Occehetti of the Mayor’s office regarding office space for ANC 6A. 

Standing Committee Reports

1.  Economic Development and Zoning:  

A.  Commissioner Rice announced three meetings concerning 1) Call Box Revitalization, 2) Planning for the R.L Christian Library Building, and 3) the H Street Strategic Development Plan Final Presentation.

B.  BZA 16978 at 1356 North Carolina Avenue, N.E.  The application is for a special exception to build a one-story rear addition to a single family row dwelling not meeting the R-4 lot occupancy requirements. This property was in ANC 6B before redistricting, but is now in SMD 6A04.  ANC 6B ’s Planning & Zoning Committee considered this application and 6B voted to endorse it  with a unanimous vote.  The HBRB has approved the conceptual design and the applicant provided letters of support from neighbors.  Rice motioned to send a letter of support to BZA.  Alberti seconded it.  The motion passed with no objections.

C.  BZA 16934 – 918-922 Constitution Avenue, NE.  These are infill residential row houses in SMD 6A03.  The design had HPRB concept approval, but the actual construction was not built to the approved plans.  HPRB is scheduled to decide how the buildings will be brought into compliance at their February 27, 2003 meeting.  On a related note, last November ANC 6A appealed the requirement for a sideyard at 922 Constitution Avenue NE to BZA. This appeal has not yet been heard by BZA.  

D.  H Street Update.  Discussion pertained to ANC 6A sending a letter to the Office of Planning to comment on the H Street Development Plan.  Rice stated the letter would be copied to other appropriate officials.  Rice read each specific paragraph to solicit amendments.  Each paragraph was amended separately. 

1.  Overall Approach.  Rice motioned and Musante seconded to support the implementation of four themes for H Street – Western Gateway, Central Retail District, Arts and Entertainment and Hechinger Mall / Old Sears Site.  Motion passed with no objections.  

2.  Overlay District.  Rice made a motion that the Office of Planning complete a draft of the overlay district by June 1st, 2003.  Ward seconded.  Harris-Stevens stated that it was her belief that ANC 6A01 was not being adequately represented in planning process.  Rice discussed what an overlay plan is and the difficulties with existing zoning regulations.  The motion passed 5-1 with Stevens-Harris dissenting.  

3.  Affordable Housing.  Rice offered an amendment that would add a line to the paragraph asking that 20% of the housing plan should be set aside for affordable housing.  Alberti felt uncomfortable about putting a percentage on the level of affordable housing and that he would like to have more discussion on the issue before making a specific recommendation.  Fengler made a point not to price individuals out like nurses, police, firefighters, etc.  Citizen Marc Borbely stated we should support an integrated community.  Rice withdrew the amendment.  Motion to withdraw the amendment passed with no objections.

4.  Transportation Planning – Fengler motioned for the District Government to fast track the development and implementation of a light rail transit system (trolley) within 10 years.  Musante stated that many citizens felt a trolley offered a sense of community and seconded the motion.  Motion passed with no objections.

5.  Community Assets.  Specifically recognize that the R. L Christian Library as a highly valued community asset and request that the Mayor allocate funds in the FY 2005 budget for the reconstruction of the library in accordance with community input.  Fengler motioned and Ward seconded.  Motion passed with no objection.

6.  Public Realm.  No objections to adopt current language.

7.  Public Safety.  Ward discussed the need for a permanent MPD substation between the 1st District and 5th District to be established on H Street.  Fengler motioned and Musante seconded.  Motion passed with no objections.  Rice motioned that the Metropolitan Police Department keep in mind H Street when they redo PSA map.  Alberti seconded.  Motion passed with no objections.

8.  Minority-Owned Business.  Musante motioned to include a line in the letter asking the District to include incentives and policies that would attract African-American or minority owned businesses to the area.  Stevens-Harris seconded the motion.  Motion passed with no objections.

By a unanimous vote, the letter will be forwarded to the appropriate officials with the above changes included.

Unfinished Business

1.  H Street Storage.  Alberti distributed a copy of the H Street Storage Expenses.  Alberti stated that an overlock had been placed last July.  We can view but not remove items.  Alberti also received a letter stating the items will be auctioned off by Feb XX.  Commissioners Rice and Alberti visited the storage site and cataloged the major items.  Alberti read the contents of the storage site.

Alberti motioned to end contract with H Street Storage.  Rice seconded.  Alberti stated that the hope was the City Auditor would pay or release funds for us to pay the amount owed.  Fengler offered amendment to pay $1720.00 and end the contract.  Musante seconded.  Motion passed with no objections.  

Alberti then described that the contents of the storage unit must be disposed to Office of Property Management.  Fengler motioned to pay not more than $500.00 to remove property.  Rice seconded.  Alberti stated it was easy to say we would remove the contents but was concerned on who would organize the effort.  The motion to pay not more than $500 to have the items removed failed 3-2.  Those voting in favor: Fengler and Rice and those voting against: Ward, Alberti, and Musante 

Alberti motioned to retrieve the records.  Musante seconded.  Musante volunteered to remove the records from the storage site.  The motion passed with no objections.

2.  Update on Commission Office Space.  Discussed earlier under Secretary’s Report.

New Business

Commissioner Rice motioned to move the Transportation discussion and the presentation by the Kingsman Group to the beginning of New Business.  Motion passed with no objections.

1.  Traffic Study.  Ms. MacCleery gave some opening remarks.  The talk centered around Traffic Calming and the processes on how to change policies, etc.  She also passed out booklets and answered a number of questions from the attending community members.

2.  Kingsman School.  Mr. Joel Scharfer discussed the Charter School Development Corporation’s Kingsman School Plan.  Fengler motioned to issue a resolution supporting the project to Council members Brazil, Ambrose and Catania.  The motion was seconded by Alberti and was passed without objection.

3.  Commission Phone Service:  Alberti motioned to cancel the Commission phone service.  Ward seconded.  Motion passed with no objections.

4.  Commission P.O. Box.  Musante reported that no mail was being held at the post office and the Commission received a refund of $1.00 upon returning the key to the U.S. Postal Service.  Fengler made a motion to rent a new P.O. Box for 6 months and not to exceed $120.00.  Motion was seconded by Musante and passed with no objections.

5.  Commission Bank Accounts.  Alberti motioned that the Treasurer be the official point of contact with the bank, that the statements be mailed to the Treasurer’s home address and that each of the four officers be signatories on the checkbook.  The motion was seconded by Fengler and passed without objection.

6.  Office of Corporation Counsel.  Commissioner Stevens-Harris distributed a letter from Office of Corporation Council concerning notice requirements for ANC public meetings. Stevens-Harris also distributed an email from Commissioner Mack concerning the January 2, 2003 ANC 6A meeting.  A discussion ensued that addressed the letter, the email, and public notice.  There was no motion offered on this issue.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.

