Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC 20013

Minutes

February 12, 2004

The meeting was convened at 7:00 pm. Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler, Mack, Musante,  Rice, Ward. Absent: Stevens-Harris.  Approximately 45 community residents were present.

1. Agenda

The agenda was amended to include a Department of Transportation update under Item F, and said that if there were no time it would be included under Unfinished Business at the next meeting.

Commissioner Rice added updates to his Community Outreach Report as well as a nomination to Community Outreach committee.  The agenda was adopted as amended without agenda.

2. Minutes

The minutes were approved without objection

3. Community Comments

There were no community comments.

4. Community Discussion with Commissioner Tommy Wells on Prospect/Goding School
The discussion was moved until School Board Commissioner Wells arrived at the meeting.  Dedrick Boyd of the DC Public School Office of Facilities Management identified himself as being present.

5. Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Musante reported that two and a half weeks ago, the lights were out on 14th Street, but they are now functioning properly.  He thanked Commissioner Stevens-Harris for facilitating a prompt return of the lights.  He also on plans for the beautification of the PEPCO substation at 13th and D NE; that DC Parks and Recreation would complete work on Lovejoy Park by May; and mentioned an assault that had occurred in the 200 block of Tennessee Avenue NE.

Commissioner Ward reported that she in the process of protesting several ABC licenses.  She reported on an increase in tag-less, stolen vehicles in the area around Linden Court and Maryland Avenue NE.

Commissioner Rice reported that he reported to DCDOT the absence of No Parking to Corner signs at 10th and C Streets, and expects action within a week.  He also mentioned that there was information available from WASA on lead in the water.

Commissioner Alberti reported that there is a plan for a residential development at the old Trant’s property.

Commissioner Mack reported that she is working on the problem of trash inspectors not doing their jobs.

6. Community Discussion with Commissioner Tommy Wells on Prospect/Goding School
Chairman Fengler stated that he had received no answer to a letter he had sent to DCPS and to Chairman Cooper Cafritz and Commissioner Wells of the School Board describing the problems at the Prospect/Goding site.  He said that while there was now a temporary fence surrounding the property,  it was the site of illegal and dangerous activity and nothing was being done to remedy the situation.  Dedrick Boyd said that, according to the Army Corps of Engineers, the building was due for completion in June, with the building’s panels being delivered in mid-March.  There is no permanent fencing in the plan.  The Army Corps of Engineers is being phased out as managers of the project.  Chairman Fengler requested a monthly update on the progress of the project, and Mr. Boyd agreed.  

Community discussion: Erica Fitzpatrick questioned the timelines, and asked about the future plans for a playground.  Mr. Boyd cited budget cuts as a rationale for not having specific plans for a playground.  Ranell Zapata raised the issue of the building interior being exposed to the elements and the possibility of necessary repairs further delaying the opening.  Mr. Boyd expressed his frustration with the Army Corps of Engineers, and said it is responsible for any needed work due to its delay, and he is concerned about the capacity to make the June 4th deadline.  Chairman Fengler asked that information on the interior renovations be included as a category in the monthly updates.  Commissioner Musante asked about what the project is costing.  Mt. Boyd said that the project was originally budgeted at $1.6 million and it is about 1 percent over that now.

The issue of the playground was raised again, and was asked whether planning for the playground could start now, and whether there were plans to use Sherwood Recreation Center as a substitute. Commissioner Wells said that such plans could definitely be made, as they are at other schools.  He subsequently said that they will not give any further work to the Corps of Engineers, and DCPS has to start figuring out a timeline and a plan to build the playground.  There is no way the District can fine the Corps, or hold them accountable.  Commissioner Wells said that he would work with the ANC to put a letter of agreement about a timeline for a playground, and he will negotiate the use of Sherwood if it is necessary.

Prospect/Goding principal Dr. Peterson expressed her concern about the deadline date because she has to vacate the building the school is using now because another school is being moved in to the facility.  Commissioner Wells assured her that if there was a delay, she would remain at the facility and the other school would be relocated elsewhere,  

The issue of accountability for the project was raised.  Commissioner Wells stated that DCPS is caught in an entanglement with the Corps, and the only thing that can be done is to cancel the contract, but then the funding would be lost.

Commissioner Wells agreed to convene a monthly meeting at the Sherwood Recreation Center to assess the progress of the project, using the e-mail from Mr. Boyd as a starting point for the dialogue.  The first meeting will be held prior to the next ANC meeting. Chairman Fengler stated that as the SMD representative for the school he would facilitate keeping the channels of communication open. 

7. Officers Reports
A. Chairman’s Report

Motion: Chairman Fengler moved that $2,006.86, plus tax and shipping, be approved for the procurement  of office equipment and furnishing to furnish the Commission office at Sherwood Recreation Center. (The equipment includes a FAX machine, two file cabinets, desk, chairs and a wall-mounted display rack).  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.   It was passed without objection.

Motion:  That the ANC meeting schedule for 2004 be approved: January 9, February 12, March 11, April 8, May 13, June 10, July 8, August recess, September 9, October 14, November 11, and December 9.  It was passed without objection.
Motion: That the site of ANC meetings be changed from Miner to the Sherwood Recreation Center.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice. Chairman Fengler said that his reason for suggesting the change was based on the fact that the office was at Sherwood, and the meeting room was somewhat smaller and more conducive to discussion.  The discussion focused on arrangements at Sherwood for time and set-up, parking and particularly, on moving the location closer to Capitol Hill, with the potential for changing the kind of people who will attend the meeting.  The distance from the current neighborhood was also raised.  The motion failed, by a vote of 3-3.  Voting in favor: Commissioners Fengler, Musante, Rice.  Voting in opposition:  Commissioners: Alberti, Mack and Ward.
Proposed testimony for February 19 ANC Oversight Hearing.  Chairman Fengler reviewed the goals laid out in the testimony.  It was noted that testimony could be submitted by the public on the performance of the ANC.  The testimony was approved without objection.  
B. Treasurer’s Report
Commissioner Alberti sought approval for the following disbursements: $103.31 to Commissioner Musante for copying; $5 to Commissioner Rice for transportation to an ABC meeting; $12 to Commissioner Rice for transportation to a BZA meeting.  The requests were all seconded by Chairman Fengler and approved without objection.

The Treasurer reported that the ANC’s checking account balance is $19, 279.48; the savings account balance is $4,118.53.  He moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  It was seconded by Chairman Fengler and approved without objection.

Motion: The Treasurer moved that the ANC approve $25 for participation in the ANC Security Fund for 2004.  It was seconded by Chairman Fengler and approved without objection.

The Treasurer submitted the Quarterly Report for the first quarter of the fiscal year (October – December 2003) for approval.  It was seconded by Chairman Fengler.  It was approved without objection.

The Treasurer reported that in the Quarterly Report for the 4th Quarter, there was a transcription mistake of $.08, and would like approval to amend the quarterly report. It was seconded by Chairman Fengler and approved without objection.  

Motion: The Treasurer moved that $600 be allocated for copying materials for the month of March for the meeting and committee meetings.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Fengler and approved without objection.

8. Committee Reports
A. Economic Development
Commissioner Rice reported that the requested change in the parking for Medlink was denied 3-2 by the Board of Zoning Adjustment, but the BZA is going to reconsider the issue on February 24th, and depending on the outcome, Medlink may have to provide more parking.

He reported that the BZA has approved a variance for the Jesus is the Way coffee shop.  However, the decision says that the ANC did not participate in the hearing, and the ANC did, in fact take action to oppose the variance on specific grounds, and notified the Commission.  Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC write a letter asking the BZA for reconsideration of the case on the grounds that the views of the ANC were not given great weight..  It was seconded by Chairman Fengler, and approved without objection.

He reported that the BZA had approved the addition of a third story at 1016 Massachusetts Avenue NE, about which the ANC had sent a letter of support.

He further reported that on February 17th the Council will act on the H Street Small Area Development Plan; and that there  are now two pieces of legislation introduced by Councilmember Ambrose relevant to Kraemer Street.; and that the BZA had denied the high density retail/residential overlay plan, despite the ANC’s report; and approved the Metropolitan Police Department plan, despite ANC opposition.  

Commissioner Rice suggested re-sending the ANC’s letters on Kraemer Street to the new personnel at DHS.  The idea was approved without objection.

B. Community Outreach
Commissioner Musante nominated Louis Barbash to serve on the Committee.  His nomination was accepted without  objection.

C. Alcoholic Beverage Licensing
Chairman Fengler, in the absence of Committee chair Michael Kuiken, moved the approval of the following members of the Committee:  Brenda Artis, Wes Grooms, Richard Sundberg.  The members were accepted without objection.  There was discussion about filling the remaining two openings on the Committee.  Commissioner Alberti nominated Charles White.  His nomination was accepted without objection.

Chairman Fengler discussed the Community Standard campaign, saying it is a two-pronged program, one to determine if the community wants a standard, and then, if a single community standard is wanted, there will be hearings and meeting to develop a standard, which will then be approved by the ANC.  Commissioner Alberti suggested that if the community does want a single standard, a process will have to be developed to work with the businesses and the ABC board on implementation and enforcement.  Motion: A motion was made by Chairman Fengler to approve an expenditure of $1,732 for an advertising campaign for the hearings.  This will cover March and May half-page advertisements in Voice of the Hill, the Hill Rag and DC North.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  It was approved without objection.  

Motion: Chairman Fengler moved that a maximum of $525 be allocated for our existing transcriber to record the three hearings, so that the Committee can concentrate on the hearing.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti.  The discussion centered around how extensive the transcription would be and whether it was needed.  It was approved by a vote of 5-1, with Commissioner Ward voting in opposition.

Motion: Chairman Fengler moved for approval of the committee report. Mark Borberly asked to be removed from the list of those interested serving on the ABL committee. Commissioner Alberti   It was pointed out that while the ANC protested the transfer of the Excello license to N A Minut, it’s protest of the renewal of the Class B license was submitted in time.  The report was accepted without objection

9. New Business

A. PSA Restructuring Testimony

Motion: A motion was made by Chairman Fengler to approve testimony, and designate two or more Commissioners to testify  at the February 24, 2004 hearing. He stated that the testimony is an update of the letters previously sent on the issue.  The concerns of the ANC have been met.  It was approved without objection.

B. Testimony on ABRA

Motion: Chairman Fengler requested approval for sending a letter on ABRA performance as part of the DCRA oversight hearings.  He would like to highlight the fact that ABRA has failed to update its contact lists, sends late notices for hearings, and suggest the possibility of moving hearings to late afternoon or evenings.  His motion was approved without objection.

C. Approval of letter of support for 525 Ninth Street NE

Motion: Chairman Fengler requested approval for sending a letter to the DC DHCD requesting action on the deteriorating condition of 925 9th Street NE.  It was approved without objection.

D. 11th Street Traffic Calming Study (H Street to Lincoln Park)

Motion: Chairman Fengler made a motion to, pending a petition from the neighbors and other paperwork required by DDOT, ask DOT to initiate a traffic calming study for 11th Street from H Street to Lincoln Park.  

E. WASA Information request

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved to write a letter to WASA requesting 1/a map showing lead service line locations in the ANC area; 2/the testing locations and results from the latest round of sampling; 3/details on WASA’s plans to prioritize lead service line replacement; and 4/ a schedule for the replacement of lead service lines in ANC 6A.  The motion was approved without objection.

10. Community Comment
A question was asked about the delay in completing Lovejoy Park.  Commissioner Musante explained that it was both budgetary and seasonal.  Work will begin on the removal of the asphalt, basketball courts and lightposts.

Virginia pointed out an article about the possibility of ANC’s losing standing before the Historic Preservation Board.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm
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