
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

February 8, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Mack, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 

Absent: Commissioner Marshall

 1. Approval of agenda

Motion: The following items were moved and adopted for inclusion into the February agenda 


#8 – business cards;


#9 – proposed Appletree Institute school;


#10 – change of meeting time for ED&Z committee;


#11 - potential group home at 1637 E Street, NE.

Motion: The revised agenda was moved and accepted without objection.

 2. Minutes

Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved adoption of the minutes for the January meeting; the minutes were adopted without objection

 3. Community Comments
Rick Uzes representing the Rosedale Citizens’ Alliance spoke about the condition of the Rosedale Recreation Center and the fact that nothing has been done.  They plan to lobby the City Council, prior to a hearing on February 28th
Ken Walsh of the Capitol Hill Rotary Club spoke about the club’s work, including its international efforts to eradicate such diseases as polio and river blindness, its local work with Tyler School and Eastern High School, and the opportunity Rotary provides for networking.  He invited members of the community to attend Capitol Hill Rotary Club meetings, which take place every Tuesday morning between 7:30 and 8:30 am at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.

 4. Officer Reports
Chair:

Commissioner Fengler said that he was challenging the Commissioners to think about establishing a package of goals for the two years of their term that will be discussed at the March meeting.

He also mentioned that the agenda contained 29 recommendations, and nine other items for action, and hoped that the meeting would move smoothly

Vice-Chair
Mr. Holmes said that he has been attending the meeting of ANC 6C and 6B, and that they had a lot in common with 6A.  He mentioned that 6C did not object to his suggestion that 6A participate in some issues of joint concern.

Treasurer
Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $18,192.88, and that the savings account balance was $4,164.21.  There was a payment of $5,794.42 from the District of Columbia, and an interest payment to the savings account of $1.12.  There were disbursements of $25 to the ANC Security Fund (Check #1295; $3,437 to Capital Community News for ads (Check #1296); $127.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1298); $.8.77 to Omar Mahmoud for Transportation Committee postage (Check #1298); $115.95 to Fed-Ex Kinko’s for copying (Check #1299); $28.00 to Ram Uppuluri for legal fees (Check #1300; and $1782.78 to Pocket Nurse Enterprises (Grant 02-fy07 to Eastern H.S. PTSA) (Check #1301), leaving a balance of $18,482.30 in the checking account, and $4.165.33 in the savings account.  

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the Quarterly report for the 1st Quarter FY 07 be approved.  It was seconded by Commissioner Schultheiss and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the revised Quarterly Report for the 4th Quarter of FY 06 be approved to forgive an overage of $.50 in Check #1286. The motion was approved without objection.

 5. Single Member District Reports

Commissioner Nixon reported on the problems at 1637 E Street NE and 1609 Isherwood Place NE (see Public Safety Committee below).  She also said she was talking with Mr. Ronneberg about problems at 423-429 E Street NE.  She also reported on the Crime Summit and pointed out how helpful local students had been in helping out on the day of the event. 

Commissioner Alberti reported that the Maury School pre-school program had had a very successful open house, and there would be a second one the week of the meeting. He said that the DCRA has issued notice to the owner of 1405 North Carolina Ave. NE that his permits are null and void, and to take care of how he moved forward on the project.  He also introduced Craig English, who is a nominee for the Agnes Meyer Foundation Teacher of the Year Award.

Commissioner Holmes reported that he is working on the challenge presented by the AppleTree School BZA decision.

Commissioner Fengler said he is continuing to work with Councilmembers Wells and Cheh on developing language on the noise ordinance. He reported that there are continuing difficulties on Pickford Place and he is initiating a multi-agency task force to work on the problems.  He also reported on building on 8th Street, which is not in 6A’s jurisdiction, which has lost its façade and is facing a $4000 fine because its permit was for renovation, not reconstruction.

Commissioner Schultheiss reported that it has been a fifteen-month process to get 1200 block of F Street NE zoned for residential parking, and he would like to invite DDOT to appear before the ANC to talk about the issue at the March meeting.  He also reported that the Crime summit was a great success and it provided an opportunity for the public officials present to discover what they know and what they don’t know. He said he is planning an open house in his SMD in late March.

Commissioner Beatty also complimented Ms. Nixon on the Crime Summit.

Commissioner Mack reported that a tavern, the Langston Bar and Grille, 1831 Benning Road NE, is opening in her SMD, and she plans to invite the neighbors to the ABL committee to express their views.  It’s going to be a barbeque and ribs establishment.  The hearing is scheduled for March 22nd. There are three churches in the neighborhood.

Commissioner Fengler said that he would like to be able to protest the license if no voluntary agreement is negotiated by the hearing date.  

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC be authorized to file a protest if no voluntary agreement is negotiated by the date of the hearing.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack and passed without objection.

 6. Committee Reports

It was announced that the goals of the Committees would be discussed at the March meeting along with the discussion of ANC goals.

Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

Motion: Commissioner Beatty nominated Jeremy Marcus to serve as a member of the committee.  The nomination was seconded by Commissioner Mack and was approved without objection.

Commissioner Beatty reported that there has been no resolution in negotiating a voluntary agreement with Viggy’s Liquors, with the sticking point being the sale of singles.  There is a status hearing on January 17th, and a protest hearing will probably be scheduled after that.

She reported that the hearing on the H Street moratorium, which ran four or five hours and at which a good deal of articulate testimony was presented, including support from Councilmember Wells, Commander Groomes and Mayor Fenty.  She said they expected to do a rulemaking and have a decision within two weeks.

Economic Development and Zoning

The following committee recommendations and action items were moved and accepted without objection by the full ANC:

· That the ANC write a letter to Mayor Fenty and all City Council members opposing the appointment of Geoffrey Griffis to the Zoning Commission.

· That the ANC send a letter to the Zoning Commission in support of Case 06-47, forbidding the subdivision of buildings on lots of less than 900 square feet per proposed unit.

· That the ANC seek party status for negotiations on the PUD for Capitol Place on Square 752 (in the 200 block of H Street NE) and appoint Jeff Fletcher to represent ANC 6A in the matter.

A recommendation by the Committee to send a letter of the Office of the Surveyor requesting a time extension for comments on the proposed alley closing at 1300 H Street NE, and if the extension was not granted, to send a letter opposing the closing was opened for discussion.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved to accept the Committee’s recommendation.  It was seconded by Mr. Holmes.

Vanessa Ruffin brought documentation on the issue to the Committee meeting, and the request for a 45-day extension was made so that the issue can be looked into and discussed at the March ANC meeting.  Commissioner Schultheiss said the letter had been sent, and the extension would probably be granted.

Mr. Alberti said he opposed the alley closing, stated that he had no expertise on the issue, but he resented that the ANC had not been consulted in the process.  The reason for the closing, he said, was to discourage loiterers, and the reasons aren’t sufficient to lose public space. 

Amendment: Mr. Alberti offered an amendment to the motion to send a letter now to oppose the alley closing.  It was seconded by Commissioner Nixon.  Mr. Schultheiss said that it’s premature to close the alley, and the ANC will have more credibility if it learns more and then makes a decision.  Ms. Nixon said that the PSA should have the opportunity to clean it up before the alley is closed.  The amendment failed 0-6-1, with Commissioner Nixon abstaining.  The original recommendation was then adopted without objection.

The Committee report was accepted without objection.

Community Outreach

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved the appointment of Maurice Cook and Richard Carlson to serve on the Community Outreach Committee.  Both nominations were accepted without objection.

The following committee recommendations and action items were moved and accepted without objection:

· Send a letter requesting that the City include interpretive services on the support list for ANCs.  Failing that, request that the City negotiate a contract for such services.

· Allocate $820 to cover projected needs for interpretive services, and authorize the committee to make arrangements for services when requested.

· Defer a decision on the “newsletter” proposal until the committee completes consideration of the topic at its February meeting.

The committee report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety

The following committee recommendations and action items were moved and accepted without objection:

· Send a letter to MPD, FEMS and the City Council expressing the need for enforcement and possible enhancement of current fireworks/firecracker code

· Send a letter to the MPD General Counsel expressing the need to share information with ANCs, and the laws about such sharing

The committee recommended that FOIA requests be sent to MPD and the Office of the Attorney General regarding criminal activity in the vicinity of 1637 E Street NE.  Commissioner Alberti said that ANCs have legal standing to get information without using FOIA, and that using FOIA slows the process considerably.  

Motion: Commissioner Nixon moved that a letter be sent to every City agency telling them that ANCs do not have to use FOIA.  The motion did not receive a second.  She then suggested that the request for information be made both as a FOIA request and as a regular request.  The original recommendation passed without objection

The committee report was accepted without objection.

Transportation and Public Space

The following committee recommendations and action items were moved and accepted without objection:

· Send a letter to the DDOT Public Space Administrator regarding a public space violation at 29 5th Street NE, where utility meters are not installed on the building.
· Send a letter to DDOT following up on the November 6th letter regarding the H Street/Benning Road construction scheduled to begin this spring.
There was a discussion about a recommendation to solicit community members interested in becoming SMD captains to monitor zoning, public safety and public space violations.  Commissioner Alberti asked how the information gathered would be collated, and Committee Chair Omar Mahmoud responded that he saw this as an informal activity of, for example, people walking their dogs and reporting via e-mail.  Mr. Ronneberg said that it should be a systematic collection of data if it’s done.  Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton said that he is on that case, and used the 1600 block of E Street, where $4600 in fines has just been levied for trash and rodent violations.  He said that if people get information to him, his office will take care of it.

The committee report was accepted without objection.
 7. New Business

Approval of Initiatives for Councilmember Wells

Commissioner Fengler presented a list of 16 initiatives suggested by Commissioners to recommend to Councilmember Wells for the list of ward-wide initiatives he is compiling to emphasize over the next year.  It was determined that each commissioner would identify their top three choices and it would be seen if a consensus could be reached.

The top three initiatives were

· Improve recreation center management and facilities, buildings, grounds, programs, i.d. check, partnerships with volunteer groups.

· Approve funding for the light rail cars in the FY 2008 budget

· Ward 6 singles moratorium

Several other initiatives came in “second:”

· Adjust nuisance property policy/eliminate publicly owned abandoned housing

· Facilitate traffic calming: request and guide systematic implementation

· Public space improvements—locate and provide for dog parks, recreation areas, play equipment, passive pedestrian green space

Motion:  Commissioner Beatty moved that the ANC forward the top three initiatives to Councilmember Wells as the initiatives chosen by ANC 6A.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.

Commissioner Alberti expressed concern about including a ward-wide moratorium as an initiative because each neighborhood has different needs, and the ANC should focus on initiatives that are focused on ANC6A.  Commissioner Beatty responded that the Councilmember was already working on the moratorium.  Commissioner Nixon said that help is really needed with DCRA.  Commissioner Fengler said he is happy with the choices that were selected.  Commissioner Beatty said each Commissioner had favorites but that there had been a process and choices were made. 

Motion:  Commissioner Alberti offered an amendment that the list be expanded to four items, and that the fourth item be the expansion of the historic district.  It was seconded by Commissioner Holmes.  Commissioner Beatty said she was opposed to having that being the fourth item.  Commissioner Schultheiss said that most of his SMD borders Capitol Hill and that he has not heard a demand from residents in his SMD to request inclusion in the historic district.  The amendment failed 3-4, with Commissioners Fengler, Alberti and Holmes voting in favor.  The original motion passed unanimously.

Resolution on Voting Rights for the District of Columbia

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the ANC support a resolution in support of HR 328, the bill that will provide full voting rights for the District of Columbia in the House of Representatives, and urges the House to promptly consider and support the bill, as well as urge the Congress to promptly pass the legislation, and the President to sign it.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti and passed without objection.

Funding for Rosedale Recreation Center

Motion: Commissioner Nixon moved to send a letter to Councilmember Thomas urging a performance review of the Rosedale Recreation Center, and to provide funding to upgrade the Center.  The motion also authorizes Commissioner Nixon to represent the ANC at the hearing.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti, and passed without objection.

Appeal of the BZA Decision on Apple Tree School

Motion:  Commissioner Holmes moved that the ANC appeal the decision of the Board of Zoning Adjustment in Case No #17532, AppleTree Institute, and authorize Commissioners Alberti and Holmes to represent the ANC in the matter.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti and passed without objection.

Motion:  Commissioner Holmes moved to request that the Zoning Commission revisit their recently promulgated rules in light of the recent actions of the BZA in case No. #17532, AppleTree Institute and the ANC authorize Commissioners Alberti and Holmes to represent the ANC in this matter.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti and passed without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the ANC request the Zoning Commission to immediately set down, on an emergency basis, a proposed text amendment to clarify the intent of section 401.1 of 11 DCMR regarding minimum lot dimensions, request the Zoning Commission to act so as to prevent harm to R-4 districts throughout the city, and to block the decision of the BZA in Case No. #17532, AppleTree Institute, and authorize Commissioners Alberti and Holmes to represent the ANC in this matter.  It was seconded by Commissioner Holmes, and passed without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Holmes moved that ANC 6A request the DC Public Charter School Board to deny any new charter school or any expansion campus of an existing charter school the right to locate in a building or structure or on any property zoned R-4 that is not in compliance with the letter and spirit of the regulations recently promulgated by the Zoning Commission  and further the ANC asks that the DC Public Charter School Board deny Appletree Institute for Education Innovation or any other charter school the use of the R=4 zoned property at 138 12th Street NE, and the ANC authorizes any of its officers to represent the ANC in this matter.

The motion passed without objection.

1405 North Carolina Avenue NE.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the ANC send a letter to the Office of the Attorney General regarding the potentially fraudulent construction permits issued by DCRA for 1405 North Carolina Avenue NE., and requesting an investigation.  It was seconded by Commissioner Schultheiss and passed without objection.

Transportation Committee Meetings

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved that the Transportation Committee meetings be scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of the month, rather than the last Tuesday, to make allowances for five Tuesday months.  It passed without objection.

Joint ANC 6A and 6C Meetings

Commissioner Fengler suggested that there should be a discussion about whether ANCs 6A and 6C should have joint discussions about such topics of as the expansion of the Capitol Hill Historic District, and residential tax protection.  

Mr. Holmes expressed his concerns about tax increases for properties adjacent to H Street, and there should be discussions about on the rate of increases brought on by development.  Commissioner Alberti said there should be discussion on the overlay, and that the ANC’s position should be voted on prior to any discussions with 6C.  Motion: Commissioner Holmes moved that the Chair or his designees be authorized to begin discussions with ANC 6C regarding mutual topics of interest regarding the H Street corridor.  These matters of mutual concern will include expansion or creation of historic districts and protection of adjacent homeowners from excessive property tax assessments.  Mr. Holmes expressed his concern that the community is not gentrified by tax increase.  The motion passed 5-1, with Commissioner Beatty in opposition.

Business Cards

Commissioner Schultheiss showed the template for business card he has developed.  Commissioner Holmes said he had been able to find a printer who would print 250 for $32, and said that Anointed Visions, a local printer on H Street would do 500 for $65.  

Motion: Commissioner Schultheiss moved the approval of business cards for the ANC.  It was seconded by Commissioner Holmes and passed without objection.

Motion:  Commissioner Alberti moved that 11 sets of business cards, for Commissioners and Committee chairs, can be ordered, at a cost not to exceed $400.  It was seconded by Commissioner Holmes and passed without objection.

1637 E Street NE

Commissioner Nixon expressed her concern that the Martin Pollack Program, a youth rehabilitation project was occupying a house at 1637 E Street NE without the proper Certificate of Occupancy, which requires a special exception to locate in an R-4 area.  

Motion:  Commissioner Nixon moved that the ANC send a letter to the Department of Health requesting a copy of the licenses for the program.  It was seconded by Commissioner Schultheiss.  It passed without objection.

Motion; Commissioner Nixon moved that the ANC send a letter to DCRA requesting that a Certificate of Occupancy for the property be denied without a special exception for this use.  Commissioner Alberti said that a letter to DCRA should requesting denial of a C of O for any youth rehabilitation facility unless a special exception is requested.  It was seconded by Commissioner Schultheiss.  He said the letter should say that the Zoning law has to be followed.  Commissioner Nixon said that there are time considerations because they were moving in on the day of the meeting.  Mr. Alberti suggested that DCRA should be alerted that they are about to occupy the facility.  The amendment was accepted without objection.  Commissioner Beatty suggested that the Economic Development Committee should be looking at it. Commissioner Nixon responded that it was on the committee’s agenda. The original motion passed without objection.

Motion:  Commissioner Nixon moved that the ANC send a letter to Child and Family Services to remind them to take into consideration the requirements for a youth rehabilitation facility.  The motion passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.

