Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
Miner Elementary School

March 13, 2008

Minutes

The meeting convened at 7:02 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Mack, Marshall, Nixon and Schultheiss

1. Agenda

Dr. Nixon added four items to the agenda: adoption of the Public Safety Committee goals; an invitation for the Head of the Office of United Communications to attend an ANC meeting; the nomination of Darlene Degraffenreidte to the committee; and a switch to quarterly meetings.

Mr. Mahmoud requested that item 3 in his Committee's report—discussion of a request to allow parking on Florida Avenue outside of rush hour—be removed from the agenda.

Ms. Beatty requested that approval of her Committee's 2008 goals be added to the ABL Committee's report.

Dr. Ronneberg requested that the nomination of Alan Page be added to the Economic Development and Zoning Report discussion.

Mr. Alberti requested that a discussion of Brown AME Church be added to New Business.  He also asked to have a replenishment of petty cash and a report on the Quarterly allotment be added to the Treasurer's Report.

The agenda was adopted as amended without objection.

2. Minutes

The minutes for the February meeting were adopted as presented without objection.

3. Community Comments

Judy Canning, a board member of Capitol Hill Village spoke about the organization, which is a way for residents of an extended Capitol Hill area (19th Street to the east, North and South Capitol Streets to the west, H Street to the north and M Street to the south) to remain in their homes and receive needed assistance as they age.  It is a membership program, with subsidized membership for those who are at a lower income level.  It provides a single resource through which services, such as workers, transportation to doctors, etc. can be provided.  It also has a volunteer corps to provide services for members, and provides social and cultural activities as well.  The organization can be reached at 543-1778, www.capitolhhillvillage.org.

Commander William Flint of the 1st Battalion of the Fire Department reported on the water pressure in the community, saying that there is sufficient water pressure in the ANC 6A area to fight fires.  He said that because it is an older part of town, they are limited by technology as to how much pressure there is.  Most of the mains, he said, are 6” mains, but are 4” in some areas, and can release 3-4,000 gallons per minute. He said they are receiving resources from the Department of Homeland Security that will enable them to update hydrants, and the newer hydrants, with reflective bands, will have a larger capacity.  The tire fire collapsed some older water mains, including one on Florida Avenue.  He said the hydrants are being upgraded by WASA, on a priority basis, but it is a multi-year process, and said that defective hydrants can be reported on-line. He said the Fire Department is no longer providing smoke detectors, but will check on ones currently in homes.  

Elizabeth Nelson reported that the Fagon Community Guide is being distributed.  If commissioners notice that it has not been distributed within their SMDs, they should contact either her or Andrew Lightman.  

Gilda Norris, a local resident, reported that there is a vacant house with an owner that can't be found.  It has attracted squatters and has a back yard that attracts rats and mosquitoes.  It was suggested that she speak with her SMD Commissioner.

4. Officer Reports

Chair

Mr. Fengler asked permission of the ANC Commissioners to invite Councilmember Kwame Brown to have a conversation about his new reservations about the anti-noise ordinance.  It was granted by consensus.

Vice Chair

Mr. Holmes reported that he is continuing to work with Office of Administrative Hearings on the AppleTree situation.  A hearing is scheduled for April 4th and he has applied for party status. 

Treasurer

Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer's Report.  The opening balance of the checking account was $19,136.37.  The savings account had an opening balance of $4,177.83 and there was an interest payment of $1.06.  The following disbursements were approved: $225 to the Friends of the Northeast Library for a grant (Check #1365); $120 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing minutes (Check #1366); $1,197 to GameWear Sports for a grant for Rosedale Youth Institute and Rosedale Citizens Alliance (Check #1367); $2,868 to Gamewear Sports for a grant to RYI and RCA (Check #1368).  The closing balance was $10,396.55, and the closing savings account balance was $4,178.89. 

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Marshall seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  They were accepted without objection,

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that $60 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee's materials and each SMD's materials for the next month.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to replenish the petty cash account by adding $25.  The motion passed without objection.

Mr. Alberti reported that the 1st Quarter allotment of funds for ANC 6A has been approved by the District.

5. Single Member District Reports

Mr. Marshall reported that he is still continuing to pursue the situation with the location of the Verizon Wireless cell tower that was on top of Jimmy's Tires.  He also reported on the situation with the elevator at Pilgrim Baptist Church.  Pastor Jones told the Office of Planning that he's waiting for a letter of support from the ANC.  He said that Councilmember Wells is supporting the ANC's position, and that Jeff Davis of the Office of Planning also supports the ANC’s position.  He also reported that police have increased surveillance in the 900-1200 blocks of L Street NE.

Mr. Schultheiss reported that there is a house at 1367 Florida Avenue that has been permitted for a demolition, but that there are numerous violations occurring by the builder, and that DCRA is not being responsive to the issue.

Ms. Mack reported that she and Ms. Nixon had attended the budget hearing on the Rosedale Library and Rec Center.

Ms. Nixon reported that in the 1600-1700 blocks of D Street NE, DPW and WASA had placed illegal No Parking signs.  It was done less that 48 hours in advance of the date and time listed, and they were not MPD signs.  Elsie McCray is the DPW contact for illegal signs.

Mr. Fengler reported that he has been contacted by the Office of Deputy Mayor for Economic Development on the future of the Maryland Avenue fire station, and the old police station. 

Ms. Beatty reported that the Friends of Kingman Field is setting up a meeting with the Department of Parks and Recreation to discuss the condition of the park and suggested improvements.  She said the lights are on in Lovejoy Park.  She also said that the sale of Viggy's and the transfer of its license had occurred and that the VA negotiated with Viggy’s (with a modified singles provision) had been approved by ABRA.

Mr. Alberti reported that there will be a walking tour of the North Lincoln Park area on Saturday, March 15, at 2 p.m. conducted by CHRS and meeting at Maury School.  He also commented that he has been seeing fake No Parking signs all over, and he checked with Chief Groomes who said they must be up at least 48 hours in advance and say “by order of MPD.”

6. Committees
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Commitee's recommendation to implement a comprehensive plan to introduce the recognition program for license holders who have signed voluntary agreements with the ANC (including advertisements, newspaper articles, personal meetings, presentations and website listings), contingent upon approved funding by the ANC.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion : Mr. Schultheiss moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to approve advertisements to thank community establishments for participating in the voluntary agreement program.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved that the ANC accept the 2008 goals of the ABL Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the report of the ABL committee.  It passed without objection.

Economic Development and Zoning

H Street TIF Proposal

Dr. Ronneberg reported that the proposed $25 million TIF to encourage business development on H Street, presented by Councilmember Kwame Brown at the ANC's January meeting, is scheduled to be available only for properties of at least 10,000 sq. ft., allowing only owners of large properties to benefit from the program.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to Mayor Fenty, Councilmember Wells, Council President Vincent Gray, Councilmember Brown and other Councilmembers asking that the current H Street TIF RFP be withdrawn and that a new one be issued that allows all H Street business owners to apply for TIF funding.  

Mr. Schultheiss expressed his strong support for the motion, saying that the issue must be raised with Councilmember Brown, because it is now antithetical to helping small business development in the area.  The motion passed without objection.

Zoning Code Update Working Groups

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee's recommendation that Dr. Ronneberg solicit suggestions from the ANC Commissioners and committee chairs for representatives to the Zoning Code Working Groups and make these recommendations to the full ANC.

Those recommended for working group appointments are David Holmes – Administration; Annie Swingen – Historic Preservation; Bill Schultheiss, Nick Alberti, Omar Mahmoud - Parking and Loading; and PUD, Design Review and Commercial Corridors – Drew Ronneberg.  The motion passed without objection.

1222 Maryland Avenue NE

Mr. Schultheiss reported that 1222 Maryland Ave. NE is a building that is three-quarters complete, and is being constructed with incorrect permits—it has a permit for a renovation and has illegally been demolished.  A four-unit building has been constructed.  He said that the Certificate of Occupancy should be appealed, and the building should be held up as an example of the necessity for following regulations.  Mr. Fengler said that the C of O should be appealed, based on changes in the zoning of the property.  Mr. Alberti added that the property is large enough to support two row houses, and the owner did an end-run around BZA by saying the property was to be expanded.  He pointed out there had been a lack of enforcement, and the building permit should have been revoked.  
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion to approve the Committee's recommendation to send a letter to DCRA asking that the building permits for 1222 Maryland Avenue be revoked and re-issued for a two-unit or single family dwelling structure, and the ANC appeal the current building permits to the BZA on the grounds that they were issued for expansion, rather than a new use of the property. The motion passed without objection,

Authorization for Mr. Fengler to represent Commission

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee's recommendation to appoint Mr. Fengler to represent ANC 6A at the Historic Preservation Review Board in the matter of 510 8th Street NE.  The motion passed without objection.
Appointment of Alan Page to committee

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that Alan Page be nominated to membership on the EDZ Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the report of the EDZ committee be accepted.  The motion passed without objection.

Community Outreach 

Ms. Nelson reported that she had no report, but announced that the new listserv was up and running.  She reiterated that it is only for ANC business, and is outgoing, and no discussions, etc. are to be held on the site.

Public Safety

Motion: Dr. Nixon moved/Ms. Mack seconded the committee's recommendation to accept its 2008 goals.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Dr. Nixon moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to invite a representative of the Office of Unified Communications to attend an ANC 6A meeting. The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Dr. Nixon moved/Ms. Beatty seconded the nomination of Darlene Degraffenreidte to membership on the Public Safety Committee. The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Dr. Nixon moved to switch her meetings from monthly to quarterly, with meetings in January, April, July and December.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Dr. Nixon moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee's report.  It passed without objection.

Transportation

Letter on Outstanding Issues

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee's recommendation that a letter be sent to appropriate city agencies asking for follow up, within 30 days, on outstanding action items requested by ANC 6A between January 07 and March 2008.  Those issues include:

DDOT

1. 1125 G Street public space violation (Oct. 2006)

2. 29 15th 
Street NE public space violation (February 2007)

3. Traffic signal modification at 9th Street/E/Maryland Avenue NE (June 2007)

4. Public space violation concerns: driveways, electric meters, parking on sidewalks (Oct. 2007)

5. Car sharing enforcement request (Oct. 2007)

6. Request to close abandoned curb cuts at 1400 Maryland Avenue NE,1600 14th Street NE, with addition of curbside parking (Feb. 2008)
      DPR:

1. Request for inspection of Kingman Field Sprinkler system (Sept. 2007)

       The motion passed without objection.

       Curb Cut at 1900 Constitution Avenue NE

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee's recommendation that the ANC support the curb cut application for 1900 Constitution Avenue NE, on condition that the Applicant's application materials be modified to reflect installation of a driveway and curb cut no more than 10 feet in width.  

Mr. Alberti stated that the ANC has a pretty high standard for curb cuts, and asked if the curb cut interferes with on-street parking, and that public parking space was being given away for private use.  Dr. Nixon said that this location is primarily apartment buildings and there are therefore more people than parking spaces.
Mr. Schultheiss said that most buildings have parking spaces in the rear. He said that he is of a mind that the ANC should develop a moratorium on curb cuts on single family homes, that without clear criteria it's hard to fight this one.  He said that the ANC should have a public process to gain support to oppose all curb cuts in the future.  Mr. Alberti responded that he doesn't understand why Mr. Schultheiss doesn't want to start now.  Dr. Nixon said that the building under discussion has 4-6 units.  Ms. Nelson said that the ANC should just stop approving curb cuts, and do it now.  Mr. Mahmoud said he had looked at the curb cut and driveway will provide more parking than lost curb side spaces.  Mr. Marshall said the site is zoned for Wards 6/7 parking.  Mr. Schultheiss said he feels strongly about the issue, that it's a big deal to oppose all curb cuts without an advertised public meeting to gain public support for the concept.  Ms. Beatty agreed, and said the Transportation Committee had looked at it carefully and the ANC should rely on their judgment.  The motion passed 6-2, with Mr. Alberti and Mr. Holmes in opposition.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the report of the Transportation committee. The motion was approved without objection.

7. New Business

820 8th Street NE

Motion: Mr. Marshall moved/Dr. Nixon seconded a motion to send a strong letter to Rev. Jones opposing the use of the building for a transitional housing and job training program for ex-offenders.  

He said that the program is opposed by Councilmember Wells, who says it's not the time for another transitional housing program in the neighborhood.  The letter should be copied to the Councilmember and the DC Housing Authority.  The motion passed without objection.

ANC Questionnaire

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to approve the questionnaire prepared for the ANC oversight hearing to take place on March 18th at 7 p.m.  The motion passed without objection.

Brown AME Church – 130 14th Street NE

Mr. Alberti reported that Brown AME Church is on the HPRB March agenda with a presentation proposing to build an addition to the church.  He is concerned about the impact the addition will have on the site.  The problem is that there are two additions, the second being a side addition with no historic implications, and is complementary to the church. 

The issue lies with the east side addition.  The church has a porch and steps, which currently comes within one foot of the property line.  The new porch and stairs will sit on a triangle park in front of the building that is public land and part of the L'Enfant Plan and has a historical marker.  The porch and stairs will intrude as much as 800 sq. ft. onto the historical space. 

Andy Adams, of Shaw Pittman Winthrop Pillsbury, representing the church, said that there are no L'Enfant Plan issues involved, there are public space issues however.  James Jordan, the architect, said that there will be a minimal amount of area in public space, 240 sq. ft., and that it will not be eating up the park.  The porch, he said, has the approval of the HPO.  He is trying to provide access to the building that is consistent with what is there.  There is, he said, no degradation to the L'Enfant Plan, and is a good solution that will benefit the community.  There will be a new walkway, with one foot of the 3-4' foot sidewalk on Brown property. Dr. Ronneberg said that the committee had not taken a position because the plat map was not available.  They do not yet have a public space permit for the sidewalk.

Mr. Fengler said that a public space permit should be applied for before going to Historic Preservation to get the plan approved, and they shouldn't  be talking about a plan before they've dealt with Public Space,  Elizabeth Nelson, speaking for the North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association, said that the organization had voted unanimously to express multiple concerns, including that the Church should not be taking public space, that the land is registered as a historic landmark; and that pieces of it should not be cut out. Mr. Holmes said that he couldn't understand how there can be a taking of a historic landmark.  There are things that are important to the District - for example, front yards are public spaces and require permits to be used.  Mr. Alberti read from the law which says the L'Enfant Plan incorporates 11 parklets, which have to be protected not only because of the vistas but because it is a “disservice”, as the law says, to merge any part of the public plan into private property.  He said that Brown AME has demonstrated a disregard of the District's zoning laws when it built a new retaining wall and repaved its parking lot without necessary variances for its use as a parking lot.  In fact, the lot belongs to the two rowhouses behind it, which were there when the Historic District was put in place.  There is, he said, a pattern of disregard for the City.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr Holmes seconded a motion to send a letter to HPRB to oppose approval of the project.  Amendment: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to amend the motion to eliminate language in the proposed letter referring to “clean hands” in relation to Brown’s behavior and just talk about the architectural problems.  The amendment passed 5-3, with Mr. Fengler, Mr. Holmes and Mr. Alberti in opposition.  The original motion then passed 7-0.

Construction of Elevator at Pilgrim Baptist Church

Mr. Marshall, in a further discussion of the elevator at Pilgrim Baptist Church, said that the church planned to build the elevator it contemplated on public space.  He said the church has not answered questions about the construction.  
Motion:  Mr. Marshall moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to send a letter to the Office of Public Space opposing the construction of an elevator on public space by Pilgrim Baptist Church, prior to the March 27th meeting of the Public Space Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

