Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

April 12, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 

Absent: Commissioner Beatty, Mack

 1. Approval of agenda

Several items were added to New Business: 

10. Weekend parking

11. Party status for ANC 6A for BZA for Specialty Hospitals of Washington

12. Follow-up letter to DCRA/DDOT on Mt. Moriah sign

13. ANC 6A opposition to upzoning; and Approval of Drew Ronneberg as Commission representative for negotiations

14. Follow-up letter to Zoning Commission on Apple Tree

Also: Annie Donovan of the H Street Community Market added to Community Comments

The additions were approved without objection.

 2. Minutes

The minutes for the March meeting were adopted, with minor amendments, without objection

 3. Community Comments
Robert Pittman spoke again about need for an ANC office, and offered to help identify potential locations. He also inquired of the Treasurer how much was spent on advertising in the Hill Rag and Voiced of the Hill, which he says, do not fairly report what happens at ANC meetings. Mr. Alberti requested that Mr. Pittman make his request formally in a letter.

Annie Donovan of the H Street Community Market spoke about plans currently moving forward to create a food co-op for the H Street community.  She reported that $30,000 has been raised, and that they have conducted a market study. They plan to build the membership, which will cost $100 as an up-front fee, to 500, and open by September 2008. They have received a $10,000 grant from the National Co-op Bank, and can accept contributions from businesses as well as individuals. The co-op will be open by September 2008.
 4. Officer Reports

Chair

Mr. Fengler reported that he is working with Councilmember Wells on the priority list that was presented by the ANC. The Councilmember has held a meeting with the chairs of all the Ward 6 ANC chairs, and once all the items are in, they will be broken out into categories, and they will move forward from there.

Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes reported on the potential demolition of the Florida Avenue Market, and that there will be a hearing on April 24th.

Secretary
Mr. Schultheiss said that there will be discussion on H Street Main Street on April 18th..
Treasurer
Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $17,782.78, and that the savings account balance was $4,165.33. There was a District Allotment for the 1st Quarter of FY07 of $5,794.43. There was an interest payment to the savings account of $2.02. There were disbursements of $127.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes; to the Maury School PTA for a grant of $127.50; and to the Postmaster (USPS) for $210 for post office box rental, leaving a balance of $23,189.71 in the checking account, and $4,167.35 in the savings account. Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report. It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that a petty cash account of $25 be established for the ANC. It was seconded by Ms. Nixon. Mr. Alberti said that it would be used for small and incidental expenses such as postage. The motion was approved without objection.

Mr. Alberti announced that the next ANC allotment has been approved. He also said that the ANC will be the subject of a routine DC audit on May 15th, and that the ANC had requested the audit several months ago.

 5. SMD Reports

Mr. Schultheiss reported that he held an SMD meeting on April 14th that was attended by about 30 people. He formally thanked the church where the meeting was held, and reported that MPD was present and had released a sketch of the perpetrator in the sexual assault case that had occurred in the SMD. He said there had been good discussion about public safety and other issues.

Ms. Nixon reported for Ms. Mack that there will be clean-up in her SMD on April 21st, meeting at Peace Baptist Church at Noon.  She also said that there is a new Rosedale Coalition working on plans for the new recreation center, with Sondra P. Gilbert, 397-7228, spgilbert01@comcast.net, heading the group.

Ms. Nixon reported on the upcoming Teen Summit to take place on May 5th, as an outgrowth of last month’s Crime Summit. It will be open to 100 teens from the entire 1D area. Jahmela Barlow, an Eastern High School student, is the Teen Coordinator for the event.

While complimenting the organizers of the National Marathon for including the Northeast area, he expressed concern that there wasn’t advance notice to the community. She said that the Children and Family Services Administration (CFSA) is no longer negotiating with the Martin Pollak organization, which has withdrawn its request for a license for the property at 1637 E Street NE. She addressed the current status and community concerns about the sign proposed by Mt. Moriah Church, and said there would be further discussion of the issue at an SMD Roundtable she is sponsoring on May 3rd. She said that MR. Burrell of Mt. Moriah agrees that the church should be subject to the special exception/variance process and that he would follow those regulations. (There was further discussion of the issue later in the meeting). She said she is still waiting to hear from the Office of Planning about a meeting on the PUD for the property at 1705-1719 East Capitol Street.  She also reported that Sgt. Newbold of PSA 103 and the PSA are working on remedial measures for C Street NE because of speeding in the morning.

Mr. Fengler reported that alley issues are being immediately addressed on Pickford Place as a first step in a cleanup. He said that he is working on the status of 926 Maryland Avenue NE, which claims to be a B&B, but in fact is a rental. He said that there has been an increase in drug activity in a house in the 600 block of 11h Street, and the owner a\has agreed to evict the tenants of the building. He said he still has not heard from DDOT on the status of the proposed curb cut at 701 10th Street, across from Sherwood Rec Center. He announced that funding for two street cards has been included in the District’s FY08 budget. Finally, he reported that he is working with PEPCO to get the steel plates on H Street welded to eliminate the noise.

Mr. Alberti reported that there had been a great presentation at Maury School of an art project the school is doing with the National Gallery of Art, which is helping the children learn about art, and about jobs at the Gallery. He also reported that parking at RFK on game days is being enforced from the beginning to two hours after the game begins.

Mr. Holmes reported that the problem with Sunday double parking for a church in his SMD has been resolved with the help of Commander Groomes, Lt. Hawkins and Linda O’Brien of Councilmember Wells’ staff, resulting in the use of Sherwood Rec Center for Sunday parking. He also said that a hearing has been set for a show cause order why the building at 251 8th Street NE should not be condemned as unsanitary. The building, which has been partially collapsed for several years, is an eyesore, and should have proper doors, windows and fences, and is likely to collapse when the adjacent alley is rebuilt. He reported that all the fire hydrants in his SMD have been checked, and are in working order. Finally, he reported that there will be a community meeting on April 23rd regarding a BZA application for Specialty Hospitals of America to increase the number of beds in the facility without increasing the parking. 

Mr. Marshall reported that he sent a letter to DCRA requesting a Stop Work order for 1225 Wylie Place because of problems with applications, permits, etc. (see Economic Development and Zoning Committee report below). He announced a community clean-up in his SMD on May 14th. He also said that here is a petition circulating in the 800 block of 12th Street for traffic calming measures. He said he had invited the owners of Horace & Dickie’s to his SMD meeting, but they did not come, and are generally not very good partners to the community. He also commented positively on the Marathon, saying that there was a water station in his neighborhood, and it brought people out.
 6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

The committee had no recommendations to bring to the Commission. The date of the next meeting was announced.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s report. It was accepted without object ion.


Economic Development and Zoning

1404 Constitution Avenue NE
This is a request for support of an application to BZA for a new basement at 1404 Constitution Avenue NE, to be used as an in-law suite, not a separate unit. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of support to the BZA for a special exception to allow the construction of a basement at 1404 Constitution Avenue NE. It was seconded by Mr. Holmes and passed without objection.

314 12th Street NE
This is a request for support of an application to BZA for construction of a garaged behind 314 12th Street NE that will access of the alley. It is similar in height and depth as its neighbors. There was a question of whether it was a special exception because it increases the lot occupancy to more than 60%, but less than 70%. However, the Office of Planning and the BZA are reinterpreting the zoning laws to require instead a variance for detached garages because they are technically not additions. 
Motion: Mr. Fengler made/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to support the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC send a letter of support to the BZA for a special exception or a variance to allow the construction of a garage at 314 12th Street NE.  It was suggested that the letter to BZA should say that garages should be special exceptions, not variances. Mr. Alberti asked whether the letter should go to the Office of Planning recommending that there should be a text amendment, since the appropriate action would be to petition the agency making the law, not interpreting it. Mr. Fengler offered a friendly amendment to do both. The amendment was agreed to and the motion passed without objection.

Zoning Text Amendment - Eating Establishment Definitions
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC send a letter of support to the Zoning Commission for the new definitions of a fast food establishment, but that the Commission adopt changes that will eliminate the problem of self-certification for restaurants with service counters and the vagueness of the proposed regulations.

This is the result of a petition in May 2006 to the Zoning Commission to change the definition of a fast food restaurant so that establishment could be determined to be a fast food restaurant by physical characteristics shown on a set of plans. The Committee found that the definitions were vague in certain areas such as the possibility that owners could self-certify that they are restaurants rather than fast food establishments, and that they allowed loopholes for microwaved or warmed food. 

Mr. Fengler reminded the Commission that Cody Rice had started a detailed study of the issue, including a study of the regulations in this area of 55 jurisdictions. He said he would support the motion, with the provisos that the ambiguities in what’s proposed are enumerated. The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.


Community Outreach

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the Commission provide a letter of support to the Office of Emergency Management for the Capitol Hill Classic 10K race to benefit the Capitol Hill Cluster Schools... The motion passed without objection.

Interpretive Services
There was a discussion about who should pay for sign language interpreters for ANC meetings. Ms. Nelson reported that the City’s contract for interpreters had expired, but ANCs should not have to pay for these services. An ADA specialist in the audience said that the ANC Office should take responsibility for those services. He said that MPD has a huge budget to pay for these services, and that the District should set up a Deaf Office. Ms. Nelson said that someone in Councilmember Wells’ office was working on the issue. Mr. Marshall suggested that the ANC cut its advertising budget to pay for the services. The cost for the interpreter who was present at the meeting was $195.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety
Ms. Nixon mentioned that there is an officer in 1D who is learning sign language to communicate more effectively with the Gallaudet committee.

Nominations
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to add Annie Earley and Daniel Wolff to the Public Safety Committee. The motion was accepted without object ion.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.


Transportation and Public Space Comittee
Dog Park Resolution
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that the ANC adopt the Committee’s recommendation that a resolution regarding new proposed dog park regulations be sent to the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Mahmoud explained that, in keeping with the ANC’s recommendation, the comment period for the dog park regulations being promulgated by DPR were extended 45 days. A similar resolution, which was passed by ANC 3C, outlines specific changes to the proposed regulations to mitigate t he problems with it. (Resolution attached). The motion passed without objection.

Parking on Sidewalk in front of Horace and Dickies.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Marshall seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DPW and DDOT (copying Commander Groomes and Horace & Dickie’s) regarding illegal parking on the public space in front of Horace & Dickie’s, and requesting city officials to explore changing the parking restrictions nearby to allow parking for commercial vehicles during certain limited hours. The motion passed without objection. 

National Marathon
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Marshall seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT, WMATA, DPW, MPD and the National Marathon race organizers thanking them for bringing the marathon to ANC 6AA, and expressing concerns about improved notice of street closures and interruptions to public transit.

Mr. Marshall said that they had had two meetings and did reach out to the community. It was decided to recommit the resolution to the Committee until the May meeting when the new head of the DDOT would be present at the meeting.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

 7. New Business

Removal of Mike Seneco from Public Safety Committee
Mr. Fengler moved/M. Nixon seconded a motion to remove Mike Seneco from membership on the Public Safety Committee. The motion passed without objection.

Request for Party Status in the Matter of Specialty Hospitals of America 
Motion: Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to support a request by ANC 6A for party status in the matter of the BZA application by Specialty Hospitals of America (former MedLink) for more beds at its Capitol Hill facility, which is located adjacent to the ANC in 6C. The motion passed without objection.

Community Impact Statement to Judge Rufus King on David Vines 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Nixon seconded a motion to send a letter to Judge Rufus King stating the community impact on the sentencing of David Vines, who has a 30-arrest record and is a hazard to the community. Mr. Fengler reminded the ANC that it had passed a resolution approving such impact statements two years ago. The motion passed without objection.

Use of H Street Parking Lots
Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to send a letter to the H Street CDC requesting their help in negotiating the use of their parking lots at AutoZone and the H Street Connection for shared parking or valet service for businesses along the H Street corridor that operate after tenants’ businesses have closed, until such time that these properties are redeveloped.. Mr. Schultheiss said that separate letters should be sent to the CDC and Mr. Rappaport, the property owners. The motion passed without objection.

Support for Bill 17-0102, the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner Clarification Amendment Act of 2007
Motion: Mr Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter of support to Council Chair Gray in support legislation to clarify that a Commission may provide reimbursement to Commissioners for purchases made with credit cards. The motion passed without objection.

Referrals of Pending Council Legislation to Committee
Several pieces of pending legislation were referred to committees for recommendations:

To the Public Safety Committee: Bill 17-0111, “Hot Spot Loitering Zone Amendment Act of 2007.

To the Economic Development and Zoning Committee: Bill 17-0086, the “Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007.”

To the Transportation Committee: Bill 17-0090. the “Bicycle Commuter and Parking Expansion Act of 2007. and Bill17-0091, the “Bicycle Registration Reform Act of 2007.”

Mount Moriah Sign
Ms. Nixon suggested that the ANC sent a letter to DDOT clarifying the ANC’s position on its support for the proposed sign for Mt. Moriah Church, saying that while it approved a sign on that site, but was silent on the question of whether a special exception or variance process should be implemented, and that a letter should be sent to the Public Space Office stating that. 
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion that a letter be sent to the Office of Public Space saying that while the ANC had approved a sign for that site, it did not include any comment on the variance or special exception process. Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Alberti seconded that the letter should acknowledge that the sign will require a special exception. Mr. Alberti said that the following reasons should be included in the request for a special exception process: the sign exceeds the size parameters of the existing regulations; the design of the lighting does not meet the zoning requirements. Ms. Nixon said it was her understanding that one could have up to two colors on a sign in an R-4 zone, and the sign will not be flashing or scrolling. Mr. Alberti said that we know that the sign has amber lettering, and that it will change messages timed with the traffic lights. He quoted from the DC Code about the rules for signs of that sort. Mr. Fengler said that the quotation from the Code should be included in the letter. The motion, as amended passed 4-0-2, with Commissioners Marshall and Holmes abstaining.

Resolution Against Upzoning in the H Street Corridor
A series of motions was proposed on the issue of the proposed violation of the H Street Zoning Overlay through requests for upzoning of development projects being considered by the Zoning Commission. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that ANC 6AS oppose any upzoning that conflicts with the H Street Zoning Overlay. It was passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that Drew Ronneberg and/or ANC officers be authorized to represent the ANC in these matters.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC approve the use of designated representatives to represent the ANC in negotiations and to write correspondence and file motions on behalf of the current case, involving a project at 2nd and H Streets NE. It passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Fengler moved that the ANC be authorized to spend a maximum of $200 per hour for five hours for the service of an attorney, Mr. Marshall commented that the ANC was willing to spend money on ANC 6C issues, but not on an interpreter. Mr. Alberti responded that similar requests will be made in the future if they are not stopped now; Mr. Ronneberg added that the developers of the AutoZone site have already made a request. Mr. Fengler added that this is all in support of the H Street Overlay. The motion passed without objection.

Follow-up on AppleTree School
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to send a letter to the Zoning Commission, giving them additional information he learned after his original letter to the Commission, asking them to review the decision by the BZA, which is that they did not have an approved school when they applied for their permits.

 8. Community Comment

A member of the audience asked that the Commission tread carefully in its dealings with Mt. Moriah church...

Mr. Schultheiss announced a neighborhood walk on April 19th with Commander Groomes and Councilmember Wells.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.
