Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC 20013

Minutes

May 13, 2004

In the absence of the Chair, the meeting was convened at 7:20 pm by the Treasurer, Commissioner Alberti. Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler (arrived late), Mack, Musante (arrived late), Rice, Ward. Absent: Stevens-Harris Approximately 24 community residents attended.

1. Agenda

The agenda was amended to include, under New Business, approval for an expenditure by Commissioner Mack, and a letter to DHCD, added by Commissioner Rice. The agenda was adopted as amended without objection.

2. Community Comment

Mark Boberly raised the issue that the first hearing of the new round of hearings to develop a community minimum standard for liquor licenses only four people attended.  He was troubled by the extremely low turnout, and said that people while care about the issue, the ANC’s ad didn’t work, the listserve, the Buzz all haven’t worked.  He suggested using telephone trees and block captains going door to door.  He offered to work with people to increase the turnout.  Commissioner Alberti asked for suggestions from the community as to how to make it work better.

3. Single Member District Reports

Commissioner Mack attended a meet-and-greet with the H Street Main Street merchants at the Playhouse, and it was well attended and pleasant.  She also reported that her constituents are concerned about the FY2005 budget.  They’re concerned about the $40 million they cut from the budget.  Daycare and after school programs are of particular concern.

Commission Ward reported that the response has been very good to the letter about enforcement of residential parking.  She has gotten a lot of signatures for her petition, but is willing to walk any block to gather more.  She also congratulated Mark Boberly for receiving the quarterly Citizen Award from the 5th District, at the recommendation of the ANC’s ABL Committee. (Applause).  She mentioned that Mr. Boberly makes a tremendous effort with the Corner Forum, working with the community to create and maintain the publication.

Commissioner Rice reported that he has successfully negotiated the first voluntary agreement with Rosemack Deli on 8th and D Street, with the assistance of twelve protesters, led by Brenda Danaher.  The agreement includes no small single sales from broken six packs (although they will still be able to sell larger singles), no littering or loitering, no go cups.  Commissioner Alberti requested a copy of the agreement for the web site.

Commissioner Musante reported that 1135 and 1137 G Street NE is abandoned buildings, and having ascertained that they are in his SMD is working on doing something about them.

Commissioner Alberti announced that the North Lincoln Park Yard Sale would take place on Saturday, and requested donations.  He also reported that his community and the ANC had entered into a voluntary agreement with Yoni’s Supermarket at 101 15th Street NE, which bans the sale of half pints of fortified wines, 40 oz. containers of beer, mandates the use of clear plastic bags and has provisions on littering and loitering.  Finally, he said that the community was working on having the ABC implement a moratorium on the sale of chilled singles on a stretch of 15th Street from East Capitol to C Streets.  It would define a single as four or fewer beers, but would allow the unlimited sale of warm singles.  The proposal has been signed by more than 225 residents, and submitted to the ABC Board.

4. Officers Reports
There were no reports from the Chair, who was not present, or Vice Chair.

    B.     Treasurer’s Report
Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved approval of the following disbursements:  $600 to Voice of the Hill for advertising for the ABL hearings; $262.25 to Roberta Weiner for transcription services; and $267.22 to Kinko’s for photocopying Each motion was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.

.  Motion:  He moved that the Treasurer’s Report for April 2004 be accepted.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved the approval of the ANC Quarterly report.  He noted that the ANC’s checking account balance is $19,361.32; the savings account balance is $4,120.89.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.

 Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that photocopying expenses for May, not to exceed $600 for the ANC, $50 for each committee, and $50 for each SMD, be approved.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  The motion was approved without objection.

Commissioner Alberti reviewed the procedures for tracking photocopying expenses: keep the receipts from Kinko’s, write the purpose of the copying and sign the receipt before turning it in to Commissioner Alberti for reimbursement.

The Treasurer presented a mid-year Budget Review, indicating what had been allocated and spent, projections for the rest of the fiscal year, and projected surpluses.  The review shows that the ANC will have a projected surplus at the end of the year of $5,647.  The document does not include a “rainy day” fund, but just reflects actual and projected expenses.  Commissioner Fengler stated that the review was prepared so that the ANC can track how much it can disperse in grants.  Commissioner Alberti said that, base on last year’s reports of ANC grants; ANC 6A is on track to be one of the biggest grant-givers of all the ANCs.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $40 be added to the allocation for advertising for the next series of ABL Committee hearings, bringing the amount to $1730.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and passed without objection.

5. Committee Reports
A. Economic Development
Commissioner Rice reported on the status of 1125 G Street.  He said that the committee had received an update from Neighborhood Services Coordinator Peter Jones, and he is having difficulty getting information, and noted that there are great concerns about the structural integrity of the building.  Motion: The Committee recommends that the ANC write a letter to DCRA asking that permits for the property are revoked until inspections are complete, and requesting a written report from DCRA, and that DCRA present that report at the next ANC meeting.  And, separately, an invitation to Councilmember Ambrose to hear DCRA’s response.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ward.

 Commissioner Ward said that it’s her understanding that there is not even a proper permit, and asked whether something could be put into writing.  Commissioner Rice responded that they have had no response from DCRA, and were hoping that someone from the agency would be at the meeting, and if DCRA thinks that things are in order they should put something in writing.  Commissioner Alberti asked whether DCRA has their own inspectors, and are their reports public knowledge?  Commissioner Rice stated that tit’s not clear whether DCRA has its own inspectors or whether they rubber stamp the work of outside inspectors. 

Brian Sullivan added that neighbors had written to Councilmember Ambrose, and it was only after phone follow-up that they learned that Skip Coburn had been working on the issue for months and was also unable to get a response from DCRA.  Mr. Coburn suggested that the ANC write a letter to the Councilmember requesting an on-site meeting with DCRA and RLA.  Charles Simon stated that the process requires DCRA inspections with green stickers on the property.  Commissioner Ward reiterated that is a safety issue, and public documents should be available.  Commissioner Rice suggested that Commissioner Fengler coordinate the meeting because it’s his SMD.  Commissioner Rice said that there is a good paper trail.   Charles Simon added that Juan Scott, DCRA’s Chief of Enforcement, has said that Harry Meyer is not doing his job.  The motion was approved without objection.

Commissioner Rice then raised the issue of the House of Ruth, an emergency shelter for 65 women across the street from Sherwood Recreation Center, where there has been loitering, suspected prostitution and drug use in their alley, and no proper permit for the construction of six-foot fence.  Facility has a special exception to operate in a residential zone, which requires a relationship with the ANC and the community, including having at least an annual meeting with community.  The facility has not held such a meeting in at least ten years, but scheduled one for the end of April.  Motion: The committee recommends sending a letter to the House of Ruth saying that the facility has to establish an on-going relationship with the ANC, meet at least once a year; and develop a Neighborhood Advisory Council to address the community’s concerns.  It was seconded by Commissioner Ward.  Commissioner Ward said that she has met with the facility’s director about public drinking on G Street by facility residents and was told that because the facility’s program was structured to keep residents involved every minute of the day, there was no opportunity for loitering.  In response to a question, Commissioner Mack was told that that it had been a “getting to know you” meeting, and gave neighbors an opportunity to discuss their frustrations.  Commissioner Alberti suggested that there be a structure to maintain contact, perhaps through the ANC’s Public Safety Committee.

Commissioner The motion was approved without objection.

He then discussed a rezoning proposal for the Medlink Hospital being put forward by the CHRS to downzone the property from R5D to R5B which rather than permit matter-of-right development of medium/high density, lowers the permitted height and density and mandates one parking space for each two residential units, which is more compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.  The PUD process would allow modifications in height, density and lot occupancy while giving residents of the surrounding area more opportunity for input in the development process.  Motion:  A letter of support for the CHRS downzoning proposal for the Medlink site be sent to the Office of Planning.  It was seconded by Commissioner Ward, and was approved without objection.

The next topic was the Old Engine House 10 at 1341 Maryland Avenue NE. An application has been submitted to the Historic Preservation Review Board to grant it historic landmark status, which would protect the building from significant exterior modification, and eligible for certain tax incentives, and would still be available for adaptive reuse.  Motion: It was moved that the ANC send a letter of support for the historic landmark designation application to the Historic Preservation Office.  It was seconded by Commissioner Ward who spoke in favor of maintaining the historic exterior of the building.  It was approved without objection.

Finally, Commissioner Rice announced the resignation of Enrique Gomez, whose work obligations will not allow him to continue as a member of the Committee.  He was praised for his hard work and commitment to the Committee.

Commissioner Rice moved the acceptance of his report.  It was accepted without objection.

(Minutes:  Commissioner Alberti realized he had not asked for approval of the minutes, and requested approval at that point, prior to turning the meeting over to Chairman Fengler.  The minutes were approved without objection.)

B. Community Outreach
Motion: Commissioner Musante moved that, at the recommendation of his committee, a $917.02 grant be given to the Capitol Hill Cluster Schools to purchase a tent to be used at events.  Commissioner Mack questioned whether the tent, which had previously been rented for $250, was rented by the schools or its PTA, and was told it was rented by the PTA.  Mark Bobaly applauded the ANC for its grant, but questioned the $400 cost for putting a logo on the tent.  Commissioner Musante and Alberti said, respectively, that it would keep the tent from being stolen, and would give visibility to the school when it used at “away” events.  Rosetta Williams, as well as two other parents, spoke in favor of the grant, saying it would be used by all three campuses of the cluster. Commissioner Rice said he fully supports the grant for the full amount, and said that strong PTAs are associated with strong schools, and it would be money well spent.  The grant was approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Musante moved, at the recommendation of his committee that a grant of $250 be given to the Kingman Basketball League (KBL) for its summer program.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  It was made clear that the grant would be for basketballs and other items used by the whole team, not for individual items such as uniforms.  Commissioner Alberti spoke enthusiastically about the work the League is doing, and the leaders of the group Andre Sullivan and Jerome Pierce, were introduced and applauded for their work.  The motion was approved without objection.

Commissioner Musante then presented an update on pay telephones in the community.   The Public Service Commission received letter and is proceeding with its investigation.  He mentioned that the phone at 123 10th Street NE is gone, and discussed how smoothly the process with the PSC had gone.  Commissioner Alberti mentioned a phone on 15th Street that also was gone.  Commissioner Musante said that the community should report phones to him.

Commissioner Musante said that he has been trying unsuccessfully to contact Commander McGuire.  Commissioner Fengler stated that Commissioner Harris, chair of the Public Safety Committee should hold a committee meeting and have police representatives at the meeting.  Commissioner Rice said that the first meeting of the new PSA 103 was held on May 10, and the meeting of PSA 102 was the same night as the ANC meeting, and he was asking for a change in the meeting date.  Commissioner Fengler suggested that the PSAs, their meeting dates, contact people, etc. be listed on the ANC website.

Motion: Commissioner Musante moved that his report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing

Michael Kuiken, Committee Chair raised the issue of Rose’s Dream Bar and Lounge, which has asked the committee for a letter of support for a stipulated license for the establishment.  The committee, on a divided vote, voted to recommend that the ANC support the application.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved to adopt the Committee’s recommendation.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  

Commissioner Alberti, who attended the committee meeting, opposed the motion, stating that he does not want the ANC make any motions of positive support for a liquor license.  The ABC looks to see whether an ANC has any objections to the license before it acts.  He said he not sure the ANC has enough information to support the license.  He proposed that the ANC send a letter stating that the ANC at the current time has no objection.  That sector of H Street is the entertainment district, and it’s an appropriate location, and he has, as well, no reason to object.  Commissioner Ward complimented the owners on their cooperation with the ANC, and their willingness to work out a voluntary agreement with a substantial food component. She agreed with Commissioner Alberti that there’s no history, and while she is not opposed to a stipulated license, she can’t support one at this time.  Commissioner Fengler spoke in support of his motion, saying he has problems with the need for food, citing that there are three restaurants in the area, and having food in a well-run establishment on the second floor is an undue burden.  There is no reason, he said, not to support a stipulated license, but would support the addition of a voluntary agreement to his motion.  Commissioner Rice stated that since a stipulated license is a temporary license, he would vote against the motion, because the stipulated license will provide an opportunity to see how the establishment is run before granting a permanent license.

Laverne Long, who lives behind the place, sees no reason not to approve the license.  She said that they’ve done everything they’ve been asked to do, and there is no reason not to support the license.  Committee chairman Kuiken expressed his willingness to work on a voluntary agreement, including noise limits, no advertising on the exterior, and asked whether the proprietor had removed the signs with the word “Bar” in them.  Danny Roberts, the owner, responded, that he had not yet had the time to do so, but would take care of it.  Commissioner Mack stated that she supports the establishment as a lounge.  Bobby Pittman reiterated that if the Commission does not oppose a stipulated license it leaves the community’s options open to develop a voluntary agreement.  

Commissioner Fengler stated that he would withdraw his motion of support and offer instead a motion to not object to a stipulated license, but commissioners wished to vote on the original motion.  Rose’s Dream’s owner, Danny Roberts, asked for and received a summary of the difference between “support” and “no objection.”  The question was called, and the motion failed, 4-2, with Commissioners Fengler and Mack voting in favor.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti made a motion to send the ABC Board a letter stating that the ANC has no objection to the granting of a stipulated license to Rose’s Dream, including language saying that it would be a constructive addition to the H Street entertainment corridor, and it was important to encourage business.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  Commissioner Alberti commended Mr. and Mrs. Roberts for going the extra mile to work with the Commission, showing people the premises and doing everything that was asked of them. and he expressed his confidence that they would work with Commission on a voluntary agreement. The motion was approved without objection.

6. New Business

Commissioner Mack asked for approval for an expenditure of $8.72 for tapes for her legislative meeting.  It was approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC write a letter to Stanley Jackson at DHCD reminding him of his commitment to report on vacant city-owned property in the ANC’s district within 30 to 45 days. Commissioner Fengler reminded Commissioner Rice that it’s been a good deal longer than that time.  The motion was approved without objection.

Commissioner Fengler said that he’s been getting a lot of calls about trouble on 6th and 7th Streets on the border of 6C’s jurisdiction, and that it would be a good opportunity to work with 6C. He said he will have more to report at the next meeting.

7. Community Comment
Virginia announced a transportation planning meeting at the Girls’ and Boys’ Club on May 20th.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm
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