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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

June 14, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 
 1. Approval of agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.
 2. Minutes

The minutes for the May meeting were approved, with technical amendments.
3. Community Comments
Patti Shea asked about the funeral parking for St. Cyprian’s at 14th And East Capitol Streets on weekday mornings, when funerals don’t begin until Noon, but the signs, which are not MPD’s and placed by the funeral home, prohibit parking after 8 a.m.    Mr. Alberti said that there are  two issues involved, the first is the early parking prohibition, the second the No Parking signs not issued by MPD, which would permit DPW to tow the cars.  Mr. Pittman added t hat there is a book at the precinct in which these events are supposed to be entered.                                                                                                                                                                                         
 4. Officer Reports
Chair

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion that ANC 6D not meet in August.  The motion passed without objection.  He said that Committee chairs should be in touch with Elizabeth Nelson to let her know what their schedules will be for August.
Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes reported that ANC 6C had adopted a resolution supporting a historic structure survey as the first step in studying whether to extend the Capitol Hill historic district.  He said that there was some money available from the Capitol Hill Restoration Society and the Historic Preservation Review Board has grant money for these surveys.
Treasurer
Mr. Alberti reported that the ANC’s audit had been successful, and the ANC’s policies and practices were found to be sufficient.  There were no problems with expenses, and the Auditor was particularly pleased with the grant application.  He suggested that a process be developed for having a second person check the bank statements.

Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $26,693.65, and that the savings account balance was $4,168.41.  There was an interest payment to the savings account of $1.03.  There were disbursements of $127.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1314); $570.84 to FedEx Kinko’s for photocopying (Check #1311); $390 to Partners in Sign for interpreter services; $2,057.70 to Current Newspapers for 2007 (Check #1313); $173.44 to Bill Schultheiss for business cards; and $583.02 to FedEx Kinko’s for April copying, leaving a balance of $22,791.15 in the checking account, and $4,169.44 in the savings account.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Mr. Pittman asked that the ANC’s check books be open to the public, and he was told that all ANC finances are visible on the web site, through the quarterly reports and the Treasurer’s Reports.
 5. SMD Reports
Mr. Schultheiss reported that Checkers has installed security, and within the next thirty days they will install No Loitering signs.  They are fixing the windows, and making good progress.  They are constructing a new drive through, and working to develop positive relations with the merchants on H Street.
Ms. Mack reported that there are problems with Benning Road Liquors, including issues in the parking lot, which she will discuss with the Public Safety Committee.  She also said there are problems with trash at as house at 1766 Gales Street.  Mr. Alberti suggested contacting the Health Department.
Ms. Beatty reported that Lovejoy Park was open and operating, and she has gotten volunteers to help with its maintenance.  No ribbon cutting ceremony has been scheduled yet.  She said that Commander Groomes would be coming to her next SMD meeting.
 Ms. Nixon reported the following:
· There is a carriage house behind 1608 East Capitol Street NE that seems to have been separated from the rest of the property during a sales transaction.  Eric Rogers is still checking this out, and the Fire Marshal requested that the building be placed on the Neighborhood Services team list, as it appears to be hazardous and require inspection.

· Concerns have been expressed about the maintenance of several vacant buildings in the 1600 block of East Capitol Street and the east side of the unit block of 16th Street NE.

· Alleys that require repaving/repair include the north alley in the 1600 block of East Capitol Street NE; the south alley in the 1700 and 1800 block of E Street NE; and the north alley in the 1700 and 1800 blocks of D Street NE.

· There is a dump truck that continues to park on a strip of land that has thousands of dollars in fines in the 1800 block of D Street NE.

· Traffic on C Street NE and 17th Street NE has to be slowed because of the high volume of children walking to and from school.  Speed limit signs are needed in the eastbound lanes of C Street NE for 1800 and 1900 blocks.

· Mr. Jackson presented to the SMD h\a plan devised by the Community Action Group for training teen tutors and taking them around to various schools.  He is seeking feedback for the plan.

Mr. Alberti reported that Constitution Avenue will going in two directions beginning in a few months.  He also said there have been complaints about Bella Market at 15th and A about their not cleaning up outside and not using clear plastic bags—quality of life issues.  He said, however, that they have been proactive in correcting the problems.
Mr. Fengler reported that alley issues are being immediately addressed on Pickford Place and that six or seven people who live there have been active and it has helped. He reported that the Parks and Recreation Department has not approved the permit for the Fathers Day event at Sherwood Rec Center.  He said that Councilmember Wells had advised him that the Sherwood Rec Center Advisory Committee will be replaced.  He also said that they are exploring evening parking options on H Street including using the H Street Connection and AutoZone lots for valet parking for the restaurants and clubs.
Mr. Holmes reported that tour buses are now parking and idling on Constitution and Independence Avenues since they can’t park near the Capitol.  He said there is a $250 fine for idling, and suggested that the Transportation Committee should deal with the issue.  Ms. Nixon said that the fine for idling is $1000.
Mr. Marshall reported on a shooting gallery at 811 10th Street NE, and he is working with Councilmember Wells and MPD to get it boarded up.  He said he had an SMD meeting on June 6th and 23 people and the Councilmember had attended.  He said the Councilmember is interested in having a police substation near H Street, that he wants to increase the curfew this summer, and is against the Father’s Day party and other event s that will take police off the street.  Finally, he said Councilmember Wells is interested in doing a walk-through in his SMD.
 6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

Ms. Beatty announced the resignation of Malcolm Ross, who is moving out of the ANC.  She presented an update on the Moratorium, saying that it has been released by the Office of the Attorney General and has been published in the DC Register, but she doesn’t know whether it has been put out for public review yet.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation that no protests be entered on the renewals of three licenses up for renewal, and that existing voluntary agreements be continued. They are Granville Moore’s Brickyard, the Argonaut, and the Majestic by Gwen. The motion was passed without objection.
Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s report.  It was accepted without object ion.

Economic Development and Zoning
New Member
Motion: Mr. Fengler nominated/Mr. Alberti seconded the nomination of Annie Swingen to serve as a member of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.
Comstock East Capitol
 While there was no quorum at the last Economic Development and Zoning meeting, there was as discussion of the project with the developer, and Mr. Holmes said that, with several reservations they were prepared to support the project. Those include the cladding on the roof, the balcony detailing.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Nixon seconded a motion that ANC 6A support the Comstock project before the Zoning Commission if the remaining issues are addressed as approved by the authorized representative of the ANC.  Mr. Holmes added that motion should include language authorizing him and Mr. Ronenberg to represent the ANC in the matter, and can testify at HPRB as well, if necessary.  The motion passed without objection.
816 East Capitol Street NE
This is a request for ANC 6A support of an application to HPRB to replace a chimney at the rear of the building with an elevator in the same footprint, and to enclose a third floor rear patio with glass. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to support the replacement of the chimney with an elevator, conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio if channel glass is used, and letters of support are received from the building’s adjacent neighbors, and oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass.  The motion passed without objection.
Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-0086)
This bill, currently being considered by the City Council, is intended to  1/clear up ambiguities in the existing law; 2/streamline the process of recording vacant properties and 3/reduce the number of exemptions to the current vacant property designation.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to support Cill17-0086 and suggest it be amended to require  DCRA to report vacant properties to OTR quarterly and the affect ANC be notified when the May or agents of the Mayor exempts a property from the vacant property rules.  The motion passed without objection.
Meeting Location
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Nixon seconded a motion to authorize the change of the venue of the Committee meetings to the Sherwood recreation Center.  The motion passed without objection.
The Committee’s report was accepted without objection. 

Community Outreach
Ms. Nelson announced the resignation from her committee of Rich Carlson and Jesse Rauch.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to approve a grant application for $380 (not to exceed) to Trees for Capitol Hill (TFCH) for the purchase of tree gators for use on street trees within ANC 6A boundaries.

The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to approve a grant application for $1000 to KidPower for the purchase of digital camera, and the fees charged by the skating and dance instructors associated with their summer camp program.  The motion passed without objection.
The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of support with suggestions for Councilmember Graham’s proposed amendment to the Hot Spot Loitering Zone Amendment Act of 2007 to the City Council Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary.  The motion passed without objection.
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to Chief Lanier, Councilmember Wells and At-Large Councilmembers requesting that MPD continue with the bike officer program on a district-wide level at the Commander’s discretion during the warmer months.  The motion passed without objection.  The motion passed without objection.
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to submit a letter to Chief Lanier in response to her May letter regarding denial of a police substation and additional police officers in PSA 102 and 103.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Albert I seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to submit letters regarding crime-related concerns to owners of the following properties: 112 15th street NE, 101 15th Street NE (1504 A Street NE) Unit A, 1536 A Street NE, and 1518 A Street NE.  It passed without objection.   
The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Transportation
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to the MPD’s Traffic Division requesting clarification on the process for requesting and installing traffic cameras.  The motion passed without objection.
The Committee’s report was accepted without objection
 7. New Business
Maury Elementary School Fence
Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to send a letter to DCPS Superintendent Janey about the construction of a wrought iron fence to replace the chain link fence at Maury School.  The motion passed without object ion.
Changes tp ANC Law

Mr. Holmes offered what he said are the first of a series of reforms to the law governing ANCs to make them more responsive to Commissioners’ needs.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the DCMR be amended as follows: In Title 11 102.2 insert “the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions” as (f); and re-number the current language “Any other department of the District or federal government” as (g). The motion passed without objection.
Motion: Mr. Holmes moved t hat the ANC support the removal of prohibitions on enjoining City agencies when they take action without waiting for the expiration of the ANC 30-day comment period, negating ANC’s “great weight.” 

When City agencies fail to consult as required by law and regulation, the \y fail to perform the duties with which they are charged, to the detriment of the community.  ANCs need a way to force or stop action.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the ANC support an expedited appeal mechanism for decisions made by City agencies, perhaps the Office of Administrative Hearings.  The motion passed without objection.
Fence for Sherwood Recreation Center
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to write to the Department of Parks and Recreation following up on an earlier request to construct a wrought iron fence to replace the chain link fence at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  The motion passed without objection.

Public Charter School Board
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/ Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to the Inspector General asking for an audit of the Public Charter School notification process. Mr. Fengler said that by law, the Board is supposed to notify the relevant ANC about the location of new schools.  He is asking for an audit of their files to see whether that process had been followed in the case of Apple Tree and others.  The motion passed without objection.
Nomination to Vacant Property Task Force
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded the nomination of Chris Homan to serve as an ANC 6D representative on the joint 6A/6C Vacant Properties Task Force.  The motion passed without objection.

Authorization to Testify on Noise Control Legislation
Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that he or any officer be authorized to offer ANC 6A testimony before the City Council on the Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-177) on July 9, 2007.

Capitol Place Amenity Package
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that Drew Ronnenberg be authorized to negotiate with the Louis Dreyfuss Property Group on the amenity package that will be part of the Capitol Place project, and will include 400-500 square feet of space for an office for ANC 6A; Dreyfuss participation in an H Street BID; and a contribution to Stanton Park Neighborhood Association for community projects. The motion passed without objection.

Support of CAG Tutoring Program
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved that the ANC sent a letter to DC PS supporting the efforts of Michael Jackson and the Community Action Group (CAG) tutoring program.  The motion passed without objection.
Mt. Moriah Church Sign
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send letters to DCRA and DDOT pointing out the\at they have different interpretations of the sign code as it relates to Mt. Moriah Baptist Church sign.  The motion passed without objection.
Comstock Project Amenity Package
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to direct ANC 6A designees to oppose the Comstock project unless specific recommendations for community benefits are resolved, including traffic patterns, funding for remodeling the Eastern SHS basketball court, and $25,000 to be designated for grants to Eastern SHS and Eliot JHS for exterior improvements/maintenance.   
Motion: Mr. Holmes moved to amend the motion to include encouraging the developer to include family housing of three bedrooms, or two bedrooms and a den.  The amendment did not receive a second.

There was discussion about how differences among the designated negotiators would be resolved. Motion: Ms. Nixon moved that the final decisions would rest with the ANC Commissioners on the negotiating team.  It passed without objection.  Mr. Fengler said that those designated by the ANC were empowered to make decisions when the Commission doesn’t meet.  The original motion passed without objection.
Zoning Commission Roundtable
The Zoning Commission will be holding two part roundtable on the Zoning law on June 21st and July 12th to assess whether changes are needed in the law, or whether it has to be entirely rewritten.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that Drew Ronnenberg be authorized to represent ANC 6A at the Roundtable.  The motion was accepted without objection.
H Street Infrastructure
Mr. Fengler said he had received a letter from Anwar Saleem of H Street Main Street requesting support for upgrading utilities during the upgrading of H Street.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC send letters to the Public Service Commission, copied to the Peoples Counsel, Pepco, Washington Gas and WASA supporting Mr. Saleem’s request.  The motion passed without objection.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.
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