Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

PO Box 75115

Washington, DC 20015

Minutes

September 9, 2004

The meeting was convened at 7:00 p.m. at Miner Elementary School

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler, Mack, Musante, Rice, and Ward.  

1. Agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.  
2. Minutes

The minutes were approved, with minor amendments, without objection. 

3. Community Comments
There were no community comments.

4. Community Discussion
a. Update on H Street Overlay
Derrick Woody, Revitalization Planning Project Manager, Commercial Revitalization Specialist, DC Office of Planning presented planned modifications in the H Street Zoning Overlay, reminding the Commission that ANCs 6A and 6D presented their views on the planned overlay to modify the zoning for existing property usages on H Street.  In issuing licenses, DCRA looks at the proposed usage, height, density, etc. The plan is on OP’s web site.  In order to implement the proposed H Street plan, zoning changes have to be implemented: to encourage more residential usage between 2nd and 7th Streets, encourage retail between 7th and 12th Streets, and arts and entertainment between 12th and 15th Streets. Most of zoning is currently C2A, which is commercial, and the plan is to encourage more commercial development in the retail corridor.  The plan also includes more design control, including the character of the development, and the workability of the neighborhood.  Gas stations and drive-through restaurants would be discouraged, and pedestrian accessibility would be encouraged.  

OP envisions a timetable hopefully setting down the overlay at the Zoning Commission on October 18th, which would make the draft regulations public, and provide an opportunity for public review, followed by a public Zoning Commission hearing at which the public can testify. The Zoning Commission would then act, and the final rule would be published and become a map amendment.  Commissioner Fengler asked what would impede setting down the overlay on October 18th and was told that if there are problems with the Attorney General’s office it might cause a delay, but he did not envision that happening.

Commissioner Rice said that ANCs 6A and 6D had presented recommendations in July 2003, and after a year of saying the plan would be modified to make it friendlier, it appears that OP is going ahead with the original recommendations.  He asked whether there was anyone that needed to be contacted to make certain the recommendations moved forward, because it was disappointing that so much time had elapsed.  Mr. Woody responded that there were a number of reasons for the delay, including that they wanted to make certain the plan was adopted by the City Council, and that the overlay is complex and difficult to enforce.  But they didn’t want to delay any longer and are moving forward.  Commissioner Fengler asked who should be called to make certain it did move forward on the 18th, and was told Ellen McCarthy at OP.  Richard Layman suggested copying a letter to Eric Price, Andy Altman and Jennifer Steingasser.

Commissioner Rice asked how this would play out with current plans to revise the Comprehensive Plan, and revisions of the Zoning regulations, and would that impede the progress of the schedule.  He was told that the Comprehensive Plan is in place, and there would be no problem.

Mr. Woody said he would present the actual plan to the ANC when it is ready, and said there would be a public meeting on October 5th.  Commissioner Fengler requested that the Office of Planning implement a monthly dialogue with the ANC, contacting Commissioner Rice seven days prior to the regular meetings of the Economic Development Office, which would enable him to put any action item on his agenda.  He said he would like to keep his pulse on the progress of the project.  Mr. Woody agreed.

b. Resolution in Support of Quality Affordable Child Care

Parisa B. Norouzi, Empower DC, Community Organizer, DC Grassroots Empowerment Project began by saying that her organization works on affordable housing, and other issues important to low-income people, and empowers low income people to advocate for themselves.  Child Care for All campaign is a group of people concerned with affordable or free child care from the City’s Office of Early Childhood Development’s Child Care Subsidy program.  The city has not put enough money into the budget for the program, and there are 1600 people on the waiting list.  They are trying to raise awareness of the program this year.  The program allows people to increase their earning power and income.  Asking ANC for the resolution requesting full funding for the program.  Commissioner Rice asked what the full level of funding would be, and was told that the program is now serving 40 percent of 31, 450 eligible families, and that an additional $50 million would eliminate the waiting list for the program.  There is also federal funding involved.  While it sounds like a lot of money there are returns in providing childhood education, support for business by providing more reliable employees, etc.  Elizabeth Nelson asked where the money would come from in the budget, and was told that the objective of the group was to make the request for the funds, and for the city to figure out where it should come from.  She suggested that one source might be a business tax, like that for the baseball stadium; another is that more federal funds should be requested for the program. Commissioner Musante asked whether their advocacy plan included talking with Rep. Tom Davis, and was told that they are starting with Congresswoman Norton, but would indeed move on from there.

Commissioner Mack talked about all the federal grant money that the city hasn’t been used, and used YSA as an example of an agency that ought to be looked at for surplus funds that could be used for the program.  Motion:  Commissioner Mack moved that ANC 6A support the Child Care for All Campaign resolution.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  Commissioner Alberti raised the issue of budget issues, and that budget issues should be looked at separately.  He said he feels that as elected officials the ANC should not suggest to the City Council what they should spend their money on, so while he supports the campaign, he will vote against the resolution.  Commissioner Mack said that ANC 6A was not the first or only ANC that was asked for support and others had supported the resolution.  The resolution passed 5-1, with Commissioner Alberti opposed.

5. Single Member District Reports

Commissioner Alberti made a Motion: that the ANC recommend Francine Edmunds for the Gwendolyn and Morris Cafritz Public Employee Award.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  Commissioner Alberti praised Ms. Edmunds, who is Administrative Assistant in the Neighborhood Services Office, for her knowledge of the community, her ability to get things done and to negotiate the bureaucracy.  He quoted from the letter submitting Ms. Edmund’s name for the award, noting particularly that when her office was between directors she maintained control of the office and continued its smooth functioning.  Commissioner Ward added that she “walks the walk” and noted particularly her fulfillment of Commissioner Ward’s request for a clean up on Linden Place, and Ms. Edmunds subsequent check on the site to make certain it had gotten done.  Commissioner Mack added that she is an outstanding person in the community, working with the H Street merchants, and her effectiveness in implementing the Health Fair Commissioner Mack sponsored.  Commissioner Alberti thanked Michael Herman for bringing the matter to his attention.  The motion was passed unanimously.

Commissioner Musante reported that Peter Jones is assisting him on two illegal dumping operations in his district around 11th and E Streets.  He also reported that there had been a rash of break-ins around 13th and E Streets, and suggesting that people be careful.  He also reported that Excello had appealed the removal of its phone, but the appeal had been denied, and now has until September 10th to remove phone.  A firm has been approved for the main design for Lovejoy Park, and there will be a public meeting to determine what kind of equipment, etc. should be in the park.

Commissioner Rice reported that he is working on traffic safety concerns at 10th Street and Constitution Avenue, and he has received a commitment from the police to keep an eye on the intersection on weekends, when it gets “parked up” and visibility is impaired.  He has also gotten a commitment from neighboring churches to put notice in the church newsletters and make announcements from the pulpit about parking at the intersections that aren’t controlled by lights. 

Commissioner Ward reported on her residential parking initiative, saying that she had gotten many phone calls that many of the signs had been removed because there was no limit on the time they could be posted, and it was therefore important to get as many signatures as possible in support of the initiative.  She also announced that she would not be running for re-election and recommended support of Mark Boberly who, she said has worked diligently on many issues.

Commissioner Mack reported that DDOT has been calling about a property at Benning Road and 17th Street where construction is going on.  The owner may be in property not zoned for his business.  Commissioner Fengler interjected that this may be the property about which there has been e-mail correspondence with DDOT, and that the only way it will continue is if the ANC is silent on the issue; DDOT has received an application from the owner for public space permits, and it was referred to the ANC, and if action is to be taken it should be through the Economic Development Committee.  Commissioner Mack responded that they have been there since May, and they plan on staying there, and she wants to check the zoning,

6. Officers’ Reports

Commissioner Fengler said that he wants to encourage Commissioners to pick up their agenda packets at Kinko’s.

Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s report.  The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $25,228.40, and that the savings account balance was $4,124.50, for a total of $29,352.90.  Motions:  Commissioner Alberti moved, individually, that checks for the following amounts be approved: $131.31 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing meeting minutes; $1350 to START Inc. for the balance of a grant; to Bode & Grenier for $2500 for legal representation; and for $126.90 to Mark Boberly for copying expenses.   They were each seconded by Commissioner Musante, except for the check for Mark Boberly, which was seconded by Commissioner Ward, and they were each approved without objection, leaving a checking account balance of $21, 120.19, and the savings account balance is $4,125.72.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice and approved without objection. Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that an expenditure of $100 for the ANC’s post office box for the next six months.  It was approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $50 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for September.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante, and approved without objection.  

Commissioner Alberti raised the point that the ANC’s legal bills are now close to $4,000 and the disbursement would be included in the October Treasurer’s Report for approval at the next meeting.

Motion: Commissioner Mack moved that the ANC approve an expenditure for 54 stamps and envelopes, not to exceed $40, for thank you notes for the Health Expo.  It was approved without objection.  Commissioner Fengler mentioned his hope that Commissioners would get him agenda items before the meetings.

7. Committee Reports

a. Economic Development

Commissioner Rice stated that the Zoning Commission is holding a Roundtable on expanding the uses permitted in CM (commercial-light manufacturing) districts, exploring whether Emergency Shelters and Adult Rehabilitation Homes (both types of community-based residential facilities) and Community Corrections Centers (halfway houses for inmates in the last few months of their sentences) should be permitted in CM districts.  There are no such districts in ANC 6A, but the Committee discussed whether the intent of the City for utilizing these districts was to minimize the protests over placing these facilities in residential areas, or to encourage larger facilities.  The Committee noted that most of the CM areas are concentrated in Northeast and in Anacostia, and that allowing these uses might further contribute to existing inequities in the distribution of these facilities.  The Committee discussed the findings of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Community Corrections Facility Siting (http://doc.dc.gov/doc.frames.asp?doc+/doc/lib/doc/finalreport.pdf), and agreed that the report had many sensible recommendations the Commission should consider, including 1/ensure equitable distribution of these facilities among and within wards; 2/limit the size of facilities to 20-30 residents maximum; 3/ make optimal use of existing facilities, and; 4/establish a process for siting new facilities that involves the community through the ANCs.  Motion: The Economic Development Committee recommends that the ANC send a letter to the Zoning Commission asking that full consideration be given to the recommendations of the DC Community Corrections Facility Siting Advisory Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Alberti.   The motion was accepted without objection.

1125 G Street NE:  Because the owner of the property had obtained a structural certification report attesting to the integrity of the structure, the Stop Work order on the property had been rescinded in June.  However, neighbors report no further progress on the site since that time.  They said that although bricks had been delivered, the framing had not been enclosed and there have been additional safety concerns from protruding nails, falling debris from the unprotected framing, and loitering/crime on the property.  Denzil Noble of DCRA/BLRA has not returned phone calls.  Motion: the Economic Development Committee recommends that the ANC send a letter to DCRA, the Mayor and Councilmember Ambrose requesting that the DC government take action to prompt the owner to complete construction of a safe and stable building or to demolish the structure.  It was seconded by Commissioner Ward.  Commissioner Fengler stated that he had attended an inspection of the building and gotten an agreement that twice each month, about the 9th and the 23rd, DCRA would check on the progress of the building and would notify the neighbors when the inspector would be there.  The inspector would focus on four things: 1/that the building was safe; 2/that the building was secure; 3/that all permits are up-to-date; and 4/that progress is being made.  If progress is not being made after one year, all building permits can be pulled.  Progress is checked through regular inspections so that there is a paper trail.  Time for this building began in May with its first inspection.  He requested that the letter be amended to include these facts, which was accepted by the maker of the motion.  The motion, as amended, was passed without objection.

House of Ruth: It was reported that OPM has agreed to initiate a maintenance plan that would include replacing the illegally installed chain-link fence, adding landscaping and repainting the building.  An OPM e-mail offered options for repainting windows and trim, but the entire building because funds were not currently available.  Motion: The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter to OPM asking that they remove and replace the chain link fence now and locate funds to repaint the entire building.  It was seconded by Commissioner Alberti.  Commissioner Fengler said that since the building is in his SMD, he is speaking with his neighbors to organize and Friends of the Madison Building that will also include representation from the House of Ruth to meet quarterly to assess what is happening with the facility, not only to see what the facility is doing in the community, but what the community can do to help the facility.  He said that the Madison Building is the only one of 12 facilities that House of Ruth operates that has a 24 hour emergency entry capability, and it is hard on the residential community surrounding it to have day and night activity at the facility.  The community, however, wants to work with the facility.  Commissioner Alberti reflected that it the ANC might be considered to be stretching its jurisdiction to be concerned with the color of the building, but it does nothing to instill any pride or sense of dignity in the people seeking shelter there, and that is an issue for the community. It is drab and ugly, and should be repainted.  The motion was accepted without objection.

 Motion:  Commissioner Rice moved that the August report of the Economic Development Committee be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

c. Community Outreach

Commissioner Musante discussed several grant applications:  

Motion:  The Committee recommends that $140 of the $500 grant to Kid Power-DC, Inc. be repurposed for paint, glue and furniture pieces, needed as a result of being included in a DC government school project. It was seconded by Commissioner Rice. Commissioner Musante mentioned that Kid Power had been invited to participate in the Art-o-Matic project. The motion was passed without objection.

Motion: The committee recommends that $135 be granted to Utra Teen Choice for the purpose of making copies of club meeting handouts.  The motion received no second.  After a request by Commissioner Musante, Richard Urban, director of Ultra Teen Choice was recognized to discuss his program, which encourages abstinence in teens, and that the fact that the ANC, after giving large grants for services, and with the fiscal year almost over and there is about $7000 remaining in the budget for grants, it is clear that it is not so subtle discrimination against abstinence programs.  Michael Watson, a peer counselor for the program, added that it is important to reach out to more students, and keep them from becoming pregnant.

Commissioner Musante said that he will have an ANC flyer ready for the next meeting.  He said that Jennifer Flather, monitor of PSA 103, was contacted for information for the ANC 6A website, and meeting information for PSA 103 and 102 is currently posted on the website. Further, he said that the Start, Inc. Lincoln Park book club now has 26 kids signed up, and 24 of them were matched with an adult reading partner.  The book report booklets prepared with ANC grant money was successful, and samples were provided for ANC reference. New kids from Maury and Miner were signed up with help from the ANC grant.  Finally, he mentioned that there was an article in the Buzz about the availability of ANC grant money, and that all local schools had also been notified.

Motion: That the August report of the Community Outreach Committee be accepted.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed without objection.

d. Public Safety

There was no report from the Public Safety Committee.  

7. Unfinished Business

a. Recommendations by Doug Fierberg Class A and Class B liquor licenses

Commissioner Fengler presented the recommendations of the ANC’s liquor license counsel as to the draft uniform voluntary agreement drawn up by the ANC.  He noted that Mr. Fierberg found the agreement is thorough and strong.  Commissioner Fengler said that most of the proposed recommendations would be accepted without objection, but two deserved comment: 1200-foot radius, and the change from 70 oz. to 40 oz.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC accept all of Mr. Fierberg’s recommendations except those in Section 1 A., B. and C.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  The motion was approved without objection.  Commissioner Fengler noted that the document keeps changing and being improved.

8. New Business

a. H Street Festival of the Arts:  Commissioner Rice said that the ANC had received a request to close H Street on October 9th for the H Street Festival of the Arts and Humanities.  Richard Layman said that there is a 20-year history of H Street Festival.  After many years of being run by the merchants, it is now being run by H Street Main Street, which wants to reposition as a festival with representation from arts organizations and cultural organizations.  The want approval to have the street closed from 8th Street to 11th Street.  They knocked on doors for approval of the street closing, and it provided an opportunity to talk about H Street Main Street activities.  Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC support the closing of H Street from 8th Street to 11th Street on October 9th from 8 am to 7 pm for the H Street Festival of the Arts and Humanities.  It was seconded by Commissioner Ward.   It was passed unanimously.  Mr. Layman called attention to a letter by him about the arts and H Street and the local schools that is in the current City Paper.

Moratorium on the sale of chilled singles: Commissioner Alberti requested that the ABC Board implement a moratorium on the sale of chilled singles on 15th Street NE, within 600 feet of Anita’s Supermarket, which also includes Yoni Food Market, and J&K Market.  Over 200 signatures of residents in that area have signed petitions.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that the ANC represent the community in the effort for the moratorium, and that the ANC’s counsel be authorized to represent the ANC in the matter, with a letter sent to the ABC authorizing Doug Fierberg to represent the Commission.  It was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  Commissioner Rice said he would support the motion because the community is mobilized around it, and it could be interesting to see, in light of the voluntary agreement, whether it works.  However, he expressed his concern, because of the voluntary agreement, that it could harm efforts to implement the agreement.  Commissioner Fengler expressed the same reservations, but also said that it would be interesting to work along two tracks.  He said he had spoken with the attorney, and he is fully prepared to execute the matter, with the two tracks in mind, for the ANC.  Commissioner Fengler said he would support Commissioner Alberti’s motion because anything we can do to eliminate singles is worthwhile.  Commissioner Ward commended Commissioner Alberti on his efforts, and expressed her frustration that it was not as easy to do on H Street, and she wishes it was.  Commissioner Alberti sees the 15th Street moratorium as a first step, and with that, it will be easier to do on H Street.  Richard Layman commended Commissioner Alberti for a “brilliant’ idea to ban the sale of chilled singles.  Roland’s chiller is full of singles and he said something to them.  It might be a way to undercut the rationale that banning singles would harm business.  One community member said she opposed the ban, while several other community members supported the moratorium.  Richard Layman stated that it doesn’t impair the ability of  

merchants to sell liquor.  Having a license is a privilege, and there is a clear link between sales of singles and resulting community disorder. Commissioner Ward stated that the ANC was making a good faith effort, and not trying to put people out of business.  The motion was passed 4-2, with Commissioners Mack and Ward opposed.

Excello transfer to N-A-Minit:  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that a letter be sent to the ABC authorizing Doug Fierberg to represent the ANC in the matter of the Excello.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante. An amendment was made to include Nick Alberti as a representative of the ANC.  The motion was passed without objection.

b. Liquor License Representation:  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that Doug Fierberg be authorized to represent the ANC before the ABC in cases involving CT and CR liquor licenses.  It was approved without objection.

c. Monthly meeting date:  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the day of the monthly ANC meeting be changed from the second Thursday to the second Tuesday of the month.  It was seconded by Commissioner Musante.  Commissioner Fengler stated that this would assure at least two weeks between committee meetings and ANC meetings, and would be more family friendly, particularly in terms of national holiday weekends.  Commissioner Musante asked whether it would go into effect in October, and was told that it was.  Commissioner Ward felt that it would be confusing to the community; and ANC 6B meets on that day, and the ANC shouldn’t meet the same night as an abutting ANC.  Commissioner Fengler withdrew his motion because of the conflict with ANC 6B.  Next month he will bring a new motion to move the meeting to another day.

d. Drug Distribution Impact Statement:  Commissioner Ward presented a letter to judges asking that they consider the impact that drug distribution has on the community, asking that they consider specific hot spots within the ANC.  Motion:   Commissioner Ward moved that the ANC support the Drug Distribution Impact Statement.  It was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  Commissioner Rice stated he is uncomfortable with those aspects of the statement that severely punish first time offenders.  Further, he feels that US drug policy is abysmal, focused on punishment rather than rehabilitation.  Commissioner Albert agreed, and said that it was not wise to adopt a blanket letter.  He agreed with Commissioner Rice about the value of rehabilitation, rather than punishment.  Commissioner Ward stated that it was not to send everyone off to jail, but asks that the judge consider a maximum sentence, whatever is appropriate.  But for a quantity drug arrest, not to have someone serve a single day in jail is wrong.  She cited open-air drug markets in the community and the frustration of police officials and community residents.  Commissioner Fengler stated his support for the motion, and cited his personal experience with being beaten and robbed by drug dealers, and things that people need to be punished.  Commissioner Alberti stated that it the letter paints a broad brush of punishment, and there is nothing about rehabilitation.  It would be a bad thing not to provide an option for rehabilitation.  Commissioner Ward said that the letter says, “impose a sentence” whether it’s jail time or probation.  Commissioner Musante asked whether the letter is to be sent every time.  Commissioner Ward answered that it is a tool for a Commissioner to use whenever someone in the ANC area is involved and it’s a tool for the US Attorney’s Office to use, but not necessarily in every case.  Commissioner Alberti said that he is confused.  Commissioner Fengler asked that the discussion be tabled until the next meeting, and raised as unfinished business, so that Commissioners have an opportunity to clarify their issues with Commissioner Ward.  Commissioner Rice objected and called the question.  The vote is on the full motion.  Commissioner Ward made a motion to table, which was seconded by Commissioner Mack.  The motion failed by a vote of 3-3.  The Commission then proceeded to the original motion, and the motion failed 3-3, with Commissioners Fengler, Mack and Ward voting in favor, and Commissioners Alberti, Musante and Rice opposed.  

e. Proposal to consolidate Alcohol Beverage and Public Safety Committees:  Commissioner Alberti moved that this item be moved to Unfinished Business for October.  The item has been tabled.

f. Addition of New Members to the ABL Committee:  Motion: Commissioner Ward proposed that Mark Boberly, Michael Herman and Mary (?) be nominated to serve on the ABL Committee.  Commissioner Rice questioned whether the Committee Chair had any say in the nomination of new committee members, and he was told that the issue had been raised at the last ANC meeting, and it was agreed that there would be new nominations.  

Community Comment

A resident complained about construction at 1214 Maryland Avenue NE, and the amount of debris the construction is generating.  It was suggested that she speak with Commissioner Ward.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

