Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

October 11, 2007

Minutes

The meeting began at 7:05 PM.
  
Present:  Commissioners Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, and Marshall 
Absent:   Commissioners Mack, Nixon, Schultheiss.  Commissioner Alberti had to arrive late.
  

Commissioner Fengler suggested moving forward with topics not requiring a vote until a quorum was present.

 1.    Community Comment
Julie Evans of D Street NE announced a tree planting project sponsored by Casey Trees, which is making an inventory of the tree canopy.  She announced a tree planting on October 17th at 1007 Maryland Avenue NE.  Ms. Beatty said that her block had put in a request for trees, and that Casey Trees will not plant on public space, for example, tree boxes.  Ms. Evans said that Casey has a list of about 25 trees and flowering trees and there is no charge for them.

Heather School announced that there would be a financial planning seminar at Maury School on October 18th.

 2.    Officers’ Reports
Chair
Mr. Fengler reported that Karina Ricks, Derek Woody and Mr. Rapaport would be at the November meeting, and asked for Commissioner questions and comments in advance of the meeting.  He said they would present a snapshot of what’s going to happen with the AutoZone and H Street Connection sites.

Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes thanked Drew for his efforts on 200 H Street NE project.  He also reported that he has passed on his amendments to the ANC law to Councilmember Wells, who has spoken with Council Chair Gray. Councilmember Gray has a bill that will be presented to the Committee of the Whole that will provide an additional staff person for the ANC office and provide a reward system of cash bonuses to ANCs for good auditors’ reports.
3. SMD Reports

Mr. Marshall reported that 22 people attended his recent SMD meeting.  He said that Liquid and Naby’s in his SMD are applying for liquor licenses, but representatives of neither establishment came to the meeting.  Liquid wants outdoor seating, and he said the people in his SMD want strict rules on hours, etc.

Mr. Fengler reported that the Pickford Place project is proceeding, with new curbs, new sidewalks and new light bulbs being installed.  He said that he has discovered that a key question to ask in street jobs is whether it is being done to standards.  It required a structural survey, which took six weeks, but the job is being done properly.  He also reported that the H Street Connection will take three or four years to redevelop, and that the AutoZone site will also be a mixed used project with residential.
Ms. Beatty reported on the continuing problems at Maury School with broken fences and bad lighting.  They are putting in new fences, separating the basketball courts from the rest of the field, and they are making progress on the project.

A quorum was achieved at 7:25 with the arrival of Commissioner Alberti.

 4. Agenda
Three items were added to the agenda: a letter to WASA asking for the diameter of water mains; an addition to the Treasurer’s Report requesting the allocation of funds for taking and transcribing minutes; and a letter to HPRB asking for a delay in consideration of cases because of late notification of the ANC about meetings.  The agenda was approved without objection.

 5. Minutes
The minutes were approved without objection.

 6. Treasurer’s Report
Auditor’s Report

Mr. Alberti reported the results of the ANC’s audit from 2005 to 2007.  He said the ANC met all the standards, but there were two issues:

· Four quarterly reports were submitted late in 2005, but deadlines have been met in recent quarters

· full documentation was missing for some grants: it is required to have receipts for all expenditures.  Reports must be submitted within 60 days, and receipts provide proof that the grants were used for what they were given.

He said he would like to send a letter challenging the Auditor’s assumption that the ANC doesn’t follow procedures. Other than that, they were happy with the way records are kept and gave the Commission a glowing report.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that the ANC send a letter to the Auditor challenging the Auditor’s assumption that the Commission is not following procedures.  The motion was approved without objection

Petty Cash

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that two expenditures of petty cash - $10.42 and $8.41, both for postage and both by Mr. Holmes – be approved.  The motion was approved without objection.

Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Alberti delivered the Treasurer’s Report.  The opening balance of the checking account was $19,119.12, and there was an allotment from the District for $5,794.43, for a total of $24,324.72.  The savings account had an opening balance of $4,172.59, and there was an interest payment of $1.06, for a balance of $4,173.65.  The following disbursements were approved: $25.00 to Nicholas Alberti for petty cash (Check #1332); and $63.83 to FedEx Kinko's for copying expenses (Aug. 07 invoice)(Check #1333).  The closing balance was $24, 324.72.

 

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

FY08 Budget

Mr Alberti presented the FY08 budget for the ANC.  He noted that projected assets would be $52,176, with expenditures of $27,425, leaving a surplus of $24,751. 

Mr. Fengler suggested that the budget for sign language transcription services be annualized, and meetings be publicized at Gallaudet.  It was suggested that it be discussed with Gallaudet about ways to publicize the meetings through their internal networks.

A question was raised about the storage of ANC records, which are now kept at Commissioners’ homes, and the issue of office space was raised again.  Mr. Fengler said that the City is not required to provide space, but may do so if there is excess space.  The Mayor can but not must provide $600 per month for renting space.  It was suggested that documents be stored at a document storage facility.  

Mr. Fengler said the budget was something that should be proposed at one meeting, and voted on at the next.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion that up to $200 per month be allocated for the taking and transcribing of minutes of ANC 6A meetings.  The motion was accepted without objection.

 7. Committee Reports
  
 
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 
CT Licenses

Ms. Beatty reported that a goal of the ACL Committee was to seek input through a public meeting on the number of CT (tavern) licenses there should be in the community.  She said she has been hearing that residents believe there should be a cap on the number of CT licenses there were.  It was announced at an ABL meeting, but there has been no feedback, and she feels there should be broader dissemination of the request and a hearing on the issue.  Mr. Alberti said funds should be allocated to advertise a meeting, at which someone from Adams Morgan and someone from ABRA should discuss the issue.  

Ms. Beatty said she wanted to place three ads—in the Hill Rag, Voice of the Hill and City Paper—and distribute flyers.  Mr. Fengler said $1000 should be allocated for each ad and for flyers.  MR. Alberti said he had reservations about spending that much money.  Mr. Marshall suggested enlisting CSOSA for flyer distribution, and that $3000 was not enough to properly publicize the issue.  Mr. Alberti said that advertising should be limited to local papers, and Mr. Fengler agreed.

Several residents questioned the availability of the Hill Rag in their neighborhoods.  Mr. Alberti suggested using a half page ad in the Rag and the Voice of the Hill, plus private papers, such as The Buzz, and flyering.  Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to run half-page ads in the Hill Rag and the Voice of the Hill, and to leaflet for a meeting on capping the number of CT licenses in the H Street neighborhood.  Mr. Fengler offered a friendly amendment, which was accepted, that expenses are not to exceed $3000.  The motion passed without objection.

Liquid

LaZerrick Howard is considering opening a restaurant/lounge with tapas-style food at 914 H Street NE.  He had originally requested a restaurant license, but now feels the neighborhood will not accommodate a restaurant.

He said that he plans to abate noise from the establishment by insulating the exterior walls, especially at the back. There will be a patio, but without music.  Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to not protest the license, and to seek a voluntary agreement with stricter language regarding construction of trash enclosure; specifics on noise abatement; and out door areas with no seating or tables.  The motion passed without objection.

Naby’s

Andrew Martin plans on opening a Caribbean-themed restaurant at 1128 H Street NE.  It will have 16 seats, with no outdoor seating initially.  He plans to put a café on the outside of the east side of the building, which will have an additional 16 seats.  He is applying for a CT license, and will apply for the outdoor seating at the same time. Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC not protest the license and seek a voluntary agreement with Naby’s.  The motion passed without abjection.

Amendment to Cooperative (Voluntary) Agreement

Motion:  Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Marshall seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to change the existing language in cooperative agreements be changed to specifically add Commissioners from adjoining districts and the ABL Chair to the group working with establishments to resolve agreements on cooperative agreements.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without amendment.

Economic Development and Zoning 
Committee Nomination

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded the nomination of Barbara Halleck to membership in the Economic Development and Zoning Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.

1109 15th Street NE
This is a request for support of a special exception at BZA for the construction of a rear deck at 1109 15th Street NE.  The special exception is needed because the house is non-conforming structure and the deck will cause the lot occupancy to exceed 60%.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to support the construction of a rear desk at 11109 15th Street NE.  It passed without objection.

1309-1311 H Street NE

The owner of the properties at 1309-1311 H Street NE applied for raze permits to demolish these structures.  1309 is a non-descript building, but 1311 is a contributing building, and the ANC has sent a letter to the owners offering to help in taking advantage of zoning and tax incentives that are available.  The Committee has subsequently learned that the ANC can object to raze permits without filing a nomination for historic landmark.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of opposition to the raze permit if the owner of 1311 H Street NE proceeds with plans to demolish the building.  The motion passed without objection.

Revising H Street Design Guidelines

Dr. Ronenberg, feeling that the H Street Design Guidelines are silent on important issues, or permitted architectural features that were not part of the architectural vocabulary of H Street, believes that the Office of Planning could initiate a rewrite of the Design Guidelines that incorporates ANC, community and developer comments.  Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to the Office of Planning asking that they initiate process to update the H Street guidelines in a manner that incorporates ANC, citizen and developer input.  The motion passed without objection.

Appointment of Curtis Etherly to BZA

Motion: Mr. Marshall moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to send a letter of congratulations to Curtis Etherly on his appointment as a member of the Zoning Commission.  MR. Alberti said that the ANC has never adopted a policy to send congratulations to any board members, and unless we want to do this for all board, an exception shouldn’t be made.  Ms. Beatty suggested that the suggestion is being made because of the ANC’s opposition to Mr. Etherly’s appointment.  The motion failed 2-2, with Mr. Alberti and Mr. Fengler in opposition.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was passed without objection.

Community Outreach Committee
Resignation

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the resignation of Barbara Anderson as a member of the Community Outreach Committee.  The resignation was accepted without objection.

Public Safety 
There was no meeting quorum and no report from the Public Safety Committee

Transportation 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT following up on a list of issues that the ANC has requested DDOT action on this year but have not received a response.  The motion passed without objection.

Public Space Permit for 1101 D Street NE

Mr. Danilo Pelletiere is proposing to construct a new fence to replace a pre-existing fence on his property that had been constructed in public space. Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC send a letter to the Public Space Committee supporting the application for the fence contingent on the applicant providing documentation of approval from the HPRB, and from neighbors.

Dr. Ronneberg said that there had been a stop work order on the fence, and the City said it is in violation.  Mr. Mahmoud said the fence is still 8’ off the property line.  Mr. Alberti said that there is no public good in the taking of pubic space, and the owner has not shown any need.  It is, he said, an egregious example of the taking of land.  it will set a precedent for approving things that are not in the public good.  Ms. Beatty said she went by to look at the building, and that the space on which the fence is being built would never be used as public space.  Beyond that, the Committee approved it 4-1.  

Mr. Fengler said that the Committees have been empowered to make decisions, and while there are times that the ANC has overridden Committee decisions, it is rare.  

Dr. Ronneberg said that people don’t own their front yards, and the District people don’t respect public space lines, and it would set a precedent if the ANC approved taking public land for private use. Ms. Beatty said it wasn’t taking, but increasing the use of public property.  The motion failed on a vote of 2-2, with Commissioners Holmes and Alberti voting in opposition.

 8. New Business
Postponement of Consideration of ANC 6A HPRB Cases

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to send a letter to the Historic Preservation Review Board requesting postponement of consideration of ANC 6A cases currently pending because the ANC was not informed in a timely fashion of the HPRB schedule.  The motion passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

