Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

November 08, 2007

Minutes

The meeting began at 7:05 PM.
  
Present:  Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Mack, and Schultheiss 
Absent:   Commissioners Nixon and Marshall
  

1. Agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.
 2. Minutes
The minutes were adopted without objection

 3. Community Comment

Bob Kable, Chair of the DC Republican Party, spoke about DC Voting Rights and the plans of the local party to make voting rights an issue in the Republic presidential campaign.

 4. Officer Reports
Chair

Mr. Fengler raised the issue of the scheduling of Committee meetings, saying that the meetings are late in the month, which often makes it difficult to have the agenda packets and minutes ready in a timely fashion.  He suggested that the meetings should be completed by the end of the third week of the month, and asked the other Commissioners to think about it for discussion at the December meeting.  Ms. Beatty pointed out that people don’t sit on more than one committee so that more than one committee could meet on the same night.  Mr. Alberti suggested reconsidering what goes into the packet and Mr. Schultheiss said that there should be enough time to read the packet prior to the meeting. 
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion that committee chairs think about changing the committee schedule and be prepared to discuss the issue at the December meeting.

Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes reported that he had attended a meeting at the Office of Planning, which covered the proposed zoning review process, historic preservation, the new DC Comprehensive Plan and the possible establishment of a DC Planning Commission.  He presented comment forms so that ANC members could add their thoughts.

He also said he had met with Congresswoman Norton on the issue of Public Charter Schools.

Treasurer

Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The opening balance of the checking account was $24,324.72.  The savings account had an opening balance of $4,173.65, and there was an interest payment of $1.03, for a balance of $4,174.68.  The following disbursements were approved: $1`000.00 to Maury Elementary School for a grant for the School Libraries Project (Check #1334); $143.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing minutes (Check #1335) and $63.83 to FedEx Kinko's for copying expenses (Sept. 07 invoice) (Check #1336).  The closing balance was $23, 546.22.

 

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to approve the quarterly report for the 4th Quarter of FY 07.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: (this motion was made at the end of the meeting) Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to allocate $6500 for local advertising for monthly meetings.  He reported that last year’s expenditure was $5700, and this allocation allows a little extra.  The motion was amended to specify the Hill Rage and the Voice of the Hill as specific publications.  The amendment passed 4-1. Elizabeth Nelson said that the extra money could be used for Gallaudet publications and the Fagon Guide.  The amended motion passed without objection.

FY08 Budget

Mr Alberti presented the FY08 budget. Mr. Fengler introduced the concept of issuing task orders to perform routine commission work such as taking and transcribing minutes for committees and the ANC, assembling agenda packages, drafting letters, preparing treasurers reports, and updating the commission website, which would enable commissioners to spend more of their limited time advocating for the neighborhood.  
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion that Commissioners explore the idea of issuing task orders and discuss it at the next meeting.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to approve the FY 08 ANC budget.  Elizabeth Nelson said that she may have more grants than the amount of money allotted for them, and was told that the budget is a guideline and can be adjusted for additional grants. Annie Swingen also noted that there will be a $4000-$5000 grant for the historic building survey for extension of the historic district.  The motion passed without objection.  

 5. Single Member District Reports
Ms. Mack reported that the Mayor did a walk-through of the Rosedale community, and plans to return by the end of November. Ms. Mack said she pointed out DCRA violations in the area, but gave up after 25.  She also reported that there will be a meeting of on Benning Road redevelopment on November 14th.  She said she had met with the Department of Parks and Recreation on the renovation of the Rosedale Rec Center, for which $1 million has been appropriated.

Ms. Beatty reported that there was an armed robbery adjacent to Lovejoy Lofts, and she was working on the lights in the area.

Mr. Fengler reported that the Office of the Attorney General has approved the contracts for the H Street streetscape redevelopment, including the streetcar.  He said that PSA 102 would be dealing with the elimination of a gang at 10th and G Streets NE.

He reported that the Office of Property Management had asked the ANC for ideas for the use of the old police station and the firehouse that have been the focus of community attention for years, and he suggested that interested people read the many letters posted on the ANC’s website.

He also reported that there is a lot of illegal construction going on in his SMD, but he has been unsuccessful in reporting much of it because the relevant peoples’ mailboxes are full and calls don’t go through.

Mr. Alberti reported that the Capitol Hill Restoration Society (CHRS) had conducted a tour of the historic properties in his SMD, and he hope that they were doing the same in other SMDs.

He suggested that another avenue of reaching DCRA is through e-mail.  He noted that he has asked DCRA to investigate two instances of permit fraud at 1405 North Carolina Ave. NE, but was ignored by DCRA.  He has now contacted the Mayor’s office, and suggested that the Economic Development Committee invite DCRA to appear at a meeting.  He said he is crafting a letter to DCRA head Linda Argo, which will be followed by letters to the Mayor and the Councilmember.

Mr. Holmes reported that there are too many accidents on Constitution Avenue and C Street, and suggested that the Transportation Committee look into the possibility of curb extensions or other measures which could improve public safety.

 6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing
Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to approve the appointment of Derrick Figures to the ABL Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

Ms. Beatty gave an update on the discussions about a moratorium on CT licenses on H Street.  She said they are looking at caps on the number of bar licenses, and want to conduct an audit on food at local restaurants.  She said that a similar moratorium in Adams Morgan took two years to implement.  Mr. Schultheiss said that the bulk of the establishments under discussion are in his SMD, and his constituents are concerned about the future character of the development on H Street and its impact on the neighborhood.  Mr. Alberti said that planning for the future will be a very difficult discussion.  

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Schultheiss seconded a motion that the ABL Committee explore a possible moratorium on CT licenses for the ANC 6A part of H Street.  The motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Ms Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without amendment.

Economic Development and Zoning

Mr. Ronneberg reported on 1137 C Street NE, where a developer, Pius Mutah, plans to add a three-story addition to the back of an existing structure.  The proposed building will cover nearly 100% of the lot, partly constructed on public space, have three garages accessible from 12th Street, and add three units to the current two, for five units in total. 

Mr. Ronneberg reported that the building is out of scale with the surrounding properties, and its construction should be opposed at HPRB because would require a variance from lot occupancy requirement, a variance for a multi-unit building and a variance because the building does not meet the lot area requirements.  Mr. Fengler said that the ANC had received less than 12 days notice of the HPRB hearing.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to HPRB opposing the request for an addition at 1137 C Street NE.  The motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was passed without objection.

Community Outreach
Ms. Nelson presented a grant proposal for the Maury Elementary School PTSA for $504.45 for the purchase of periodicals and graphic novels.  She introduced Heather Schoell, representing the PTSA.  

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to approve the Committee’s recommendation and provide a grant of $504.45 to the PTSA of Maury Elementary School.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the report of the Community Outreach Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

Public Safety

The Public Safety Committee is on hiatus, and will meet next on January 16, 2008.

Transportation
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the resignation of Committee member Victor McCoy; and to cancel the committee’s December meeting.  The motion passed without objection.

Lance Brown, in the absence of the Committee’s chair, presented the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC send a letter of support for the new dog park regulations with two amendments, one striking “double” from the provision governing the gating of dog parks; and the second striking a sentence requiring that dogs be off-leash within a dog park.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to support the committee’s recommendation to support the new regulations, but to strike the language in both sections of the regulations.  Amendment: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to strike the amendments.  The amended motion passed without objection.

Mr. Alberti presented a letter to Mayor Fenty prepared by the Coalition of Concerned Citizens of Eastern Washington requesting a comprehensive and updated community mobility study that would include all the land use changes and developments proposed for the communities flanking the Anacostia River in Wards 6,7, and 8.  He said that he has been speaking with people from the Coalition, and thinks the ANC should support the study. He said there are conflicting assumptions among existing studies and that the Coalition is asking for a study that takes a broader view.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to send a letter of support to the Mayor and DDOT requesting the study.

Mr. Schultheiss said that studies don’t take all issues into account, and predicting traffic for 20 years out won’t work.  Further, he said, the comment period on the 11th Street Bridge is still open, and it would link the ANC with the 11th Street bridge project.  He recommended that the committee look into the issue further.  Mr. Holmes enthusiastically supported the motion, believing that such a study is needed.  Vanessa Ruffin also said that the quality of life is deteriorating because of the traffic problems and the study is needed.  Chris Herman, a member of the coalition added that the concern is to get on top of the integration of all the changes in traffic.

Mr. Fengler said that he feels more comfortable returning it to the Committee, and the ANC shouldn’t be doing the Committee’s work.  Tom Graeme, also of the Coalition, said the study would cost $300,000-$400,000.  Mr. Alberti said that the outcomes of the traffic projections will be felt in the 6A area, and it’s a serious topic. Amendment: Mr. Fengler offered an amendment to return the issue to the Committee and it be brought back to the full ANC at its December meeting.  The amendment passed 3-2, with Mr. Alberti and Mr. Holmes in opposition.  The motion as amended passed 6-0.

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the report of the Transportation Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

 7. New Business
By-Law Changes
Mr. Holmes proposed modifications of the by-laws in the area of committee membership.  They will be discussed and voted on at the December meeting.

Pilgrim Baptist House
Mr. Alberti said that this is matter for the Vacant Property Task Force, as the Pilgrim Baptist Church has a currently vacant property at 820 8th Street NE. The church says it is refurbishing the house and turning it into a location for a program it is running.  He said he would like to defer to Commissioner Marshall, and move it to unfinished business at the December meeting.

Support for Historic Survey Grant Application
Annie Swingen reported that there is a group planning a historic building survey of the Barney Circle area, from 15th to 19th Street, from H Street and Benning Road to East Capitol Street.  They would like to apply to the Office of Planning for a grant to fund their survey, and would like to partner with the ANC and CHRS in their efforts. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion the ANC become a partner with CHRS in supporting an Office of Planning grant for an historic survey of the Barney Circle area.  The motion passed without objection.

Change in ANC Law to facilitate the Obtaining of Documents
Mr. Holmes offered language to amend the DC Code §1-309.10(i)(1) to read

each Commission shall have access to District government official documents and public data pursuant to § 2-531 et seq. that are material to the exercise of its development of recommendations to the District government.
  and add, after the word data

“provided that no fee shall be charged a Commission when requesting documents or data pursuant to the section.”

and the following language will be added after the period:

“Commission requests shall be given immediate priority.”

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to support a change in the ANC law, and to encourage District agencies to follow the law.

Mr. Holmes said that access to government documents is hindered because some agencies seek to apply FOIA requirements, agencies impose charges, and document and data requests go to the back of the line.

Mr. Alberti said that he was troubled by the line that says “immediate priority, and it is overreaching to put the ANCs at the front of the line.  He suggested “Commissions’ requests shall be fulfilled in a timely manner.” 

Mr. Fengler said it should be immediate, so that agencies are responsive.  

Motion:  Mr. Alberti offered an amendment that either the sentence be amended or that the word “expeditiously” be substituted.  The amendment failed 2-3.  The original motion passed 5-1.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

