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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC  20013

December 11, 2003 Minutes


A regularly scheduled business meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A was held on December 11, 20003, at Miner Elementary School.  A quorum being present, Chairman Fengler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Commissioners present included Alberti, Fengler, Mack, Musante, Rice, Stevens-Harris, and Ward.  Commissioner Colleen Harris was absent for the 13th consecutive meeting.  More than 20 members of the public attended.

Agenda: The agenda was approved, with one modification: a/ moving consideration of by-law amendments from unfinished business to after the Secretary’s report, and before Standing Committee Reports.  The change was without objection.

Minutes: The minutes of the November 2003 meeting were approved without objection.

Community Comments: There were no community comments.

Discussion with Councilmember Ambrose: Councilmember Ambrose opened her remarks with comments about the pending cuts in school personnel, and expressed her concerns about the funding of the schools.  

The discussion with the Councilmember focused on three issues:

1. PSA Redistricting Plan:  Fengler reported that ANC 6A, working with several community groups, had come up with a plan for new PSA boundaries.  Copies of the new Ward 6 PSA map were distributed, and Councilmember Ambrose reported that Chief Ramsey committed to her that the Ward 6 PSA boundaries will be drawn the way Ward 6 wants them.  Ambrose stated that Chief Ramsey is aware that Ward 6 has been the most active in working on community policing and Orange Hats, and she is fairly certain that he will be responsive to the needs of the Ward.  She pointed out, however, that there is only the E Street SE substation, which will be inadequate to handle the proposed increases in personnel, and there has been no discussion of instituting another substation within the H Street corridor area.  There is a precedent for establishing a substation, and one suggestion has been to use the old Miner School.
Motion:  Fengler moved that the ANC approve alternative ANC boundaries as follows: a western boundary aligned to the Union Station railroad tracks (2nd Street NE); a northern boundary of New York Avenue, Florida Avenue and Benning Road; an eastern boundary starting at the intersection of Florida and Maryland Avenues, traveling down Maryland to 9th Street, and then moving south on 9th Street to East Capitol Street; and finally, a southern boundary on East Capitol Street to 2nd Street. Second: Stevens-Harris.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Motion: Fengler moved to send a letter requesting that the Metropolitan Police Department place a permanent substation on the H Street Corridor; and that, in the interim, MPD immediately work to identify and staff a storefront substation on H Street.  Second: Alberti.  Discussion: Discussion focused on the hope that MPD would work with the community in integrating a substation into the revitalized H Street, in terms of design, parking lots, etc. Fengler sought approval for the idea, which was forthcoming, from the community members present.  Councilmember Ambrose pointed out that “substation” is a term of art, and that the interim “work station” is an immediate need.  She said she would work with property owners on H Street to see if a location could be identified.  It was also agreed by the Commission that siting the substation in the “H Street Corridor” included locations off of H Street. The motion was approved unanimously.

Motion: Fengler moved to additionally request that the MPD leave the existing PSA lieutenants and officers within their existing geographical areas of responsibility.  Specifically, as part of what is now the 5th District becomes the 1st District, that the existing police force is not moved simply because their District boundaries have changed.  Second: Stevens-Harris.  Discussion: A friendly amendment was offered by Skip Coburn, and accepted, to specifically include sergeants in the list of officers. The motion was approved unanimously.

Fengler officially asked the Councilmember for her support on all three items, which was forthcoming.

2. 1626 Kramer Street:  Fengler outlined the situation: YSA received zoning to build a handicapped facility, but they are now planning a facility for young women in need of supervision.  There has been no community input into the project, to which there is substantial objection in the immediate area.  The ANC has sent a letter to YSA, to which they have received no response, outlining possible alternative uses for the facility. Rice further defined the problems: no responsiveness on the part of city agencies, in particular YSA, which has not even provided plans for the building.  There has also been no formal letter from YSA or DHS stating who the occupants of the facility will be; and no response from the Office of Zoning as to whether a special exception is required for the new proposed use of the facility.  He also pointed out that, because of a Justice Department consent decree on the Americans with Disabilities Act, ANC and community notification and input is not required for handicapped facilities.  
Motion: Rice moved that the DC Council be urged to pass legislation to require any DC agency planning to build or expand a Community-Based Residential Facility to notify the affected ANC 40 days before submitting a building permit application to DCRA.  Second:  Fengler.  Discussion:  Maurice Shaw of YSA stated that the agency wants to work with the community.  Councilmember Ambrose said that if was possible to do so, she would immediately introduce the legislation, or if not, in January.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The Councilmember stated that she feels there is some latitude on the facility because it is using city, not federal, funds.  She offered to send a cover letter to YSA with a copy of the letter previously sent.

3. Prospect/Gooding Learning Center:  Fengler stated that the challenge is that there is a brand new recreation center (Sherwood) next to a incomplete school building (Prospect/Gooding) in his Single Member District that has become a center for loitering, drugs, and prostitution, and there has been no response from DC Public Schools to repeated requests to Sarah Woodhead, Director of the Office of Facilities Management at DCPS, for information and action to alleviate the situation.  
Motion: Fengler moved that a letter be sent requesting the DC Public Schools respond in writing to the ANC’s concerns, as well as provide a monthly status report on the project, including its cost, not later than the 5th day of each month to the Single Member District representative until it’s completed.  Second: Rice.  Discussion: Councilmember Ambrose said she has spoken to Tommy Wells and he and her staff is working on getting the building safe and secure.  There was discussion on the use or non-use of City funds on schools.  The Councilmember assured the ANC that this was the last project that the Army Corps of Engineers will be involved in.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Commissioner Reports

1. Commissioner Mack:  Has scheduled her SMD meetings for next year.  They will be held on January 30, from 6 to 7 pm; February 23, from 6 to 7 pm; March 23, from 7 to 8 pm; and April 26, from 5 to 6 pm.
Officer Reports

1. Chair

a) Elections will be held at the January meeting for officers and committee chairpersons, which are open to the community
b) The ANC has been offered the use of an office at the Sherwood Recreation Center, which would be shared with the Rec Center, and available in the evening for ANC use.  
Motion:  Fengler moved that the ANC approve the use of the office at Sherwood Recreation Center, Second: Musante.  The motion was approved unanimously

Motion:  Fengler moved that the ANC purchase of a four-drawer file cabinet, installation of a local phone service, a fax machine, and a display rack for community information, not to exceed $750, to be applied to the budget line item of $3000 for office equipment. Second: Musante.  Discussion:  Fengler stated that he did not want to burden the ANC with the potential liability of a computer and printer, and Alberti applauded the idea of a file cabinet.  The motion was approved unanimously.

2. Treasurer’s Report

a) Alberti moved that four disbursements be approved:

1. Check #1162 to Joseph Fengler in the amount of $14.60 for postage was approved without objection  (Motion: Alberti / Second: Harris)

2. Check #1163 to Joseph Fengler in the amount of $26.97 for photocopying was approved without objection (Motion: Alberti / Second: Musante

3. Check #1164 in the amount of $242.77 to Kinko’s was approved without objection (Motion: Alberti / Second: Harris)

4. Check #1165 in the amount of $1000 for a grant to Kid Power DC was approved without objection (Motion: Alberti / Second: Harris)  

Motion: Alberti moved the approval of the Treasurer’s Report.  Second: Musante.  The motion was approved unanimously.

b) Alberti discussed a letter received from the DC Auditor’s office informing the ANC that $200     would be withheld from the ANC’s next quarterly allotment because of an inappropriate grant that was given; and that $100 would be withheld because a check written to the US Postal Service was signed by only a single Commissioner.  The letter notified the Commission that all accepted grant applications had to accompany the quarterly report, and that voided checks must be retained.

c) Motion: Alberti presented an amended budget for fiscal year 2004.  Amendments include an increase to $11,000 for photocopying, with caps on expenditures for specific items; the item for storage space in the amount of $2400 has been eliminated; an allocation of $200 per month ($1800 for remainder of fiscal year) has been added for recording and transcription services); and the amount for advertising has been reduced to $4600 from $6400. Second: Musante.  Discussion: Rice pointed out that the reason for the large expenditure for copying was to increase the transparency of the ANC’s activities.  The motion was approved unanimously.  (Amended budget follows after the mintues).
d) Motion: Fengler moved to approve photocopying expenses for the January meeting, not to exceed $600; and not to exceed $150 for Committee meetings.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Unfinished Business

1. By-Laws Changes

a) Technical changes: Motion: Fengler moved to adopt thirteen technical changes to the ANC’s by-laws (clarifications, grammar).  Second: Mack.  The motion was approved unanimously.

b) Committee structure change: Motion: Harris moved to change Article X Section 2 of the ANC By-Laws to delete subsection (b Alcohol Beverage Licensing and Public Safety and insert new subsection (b) Public Safety and subsection (c) Alcohol Beverage Licensing; and to renumber existing subsection (c) to subsection (d). Second: Mack.  Discussion:  The discussion centered on whether there is a need for a Public Safety Committee, or whether such a committee would overlap the work of the PSA.  It was pointed out that the missions of the ANC and the PSA are different, the ANC deals with larger challenges and issues, and there is a need for both.  The motion passed by a vote of 5-2.  Voting in favor: Fengler, Harris, Mack, Musante, Rice. Voting in opposition: Alberti, Ward.

c) Language Change: Fengler moved that the title of Article XI, Section 2 be changed to Initiation of Commissioner Removal.  The change was adopted without objection

Standing Committee Reports

1. Economic Development and Zoning
a) 1016 Massachusetts Avenue NE. Motion: Rice moved to send a letter of support to the Board of Zoning Adjustment supporting a special exception for the construction of a bathroom addition to the rear of the building.  It was approved without objection.
b) 129-131 15th Street NE.  Rice reported that the committee had reached no consensus on a recommendation for a special exception to operate a coffee shop, with discussion divided on whether it would be an asset to the community.  

Motion: Alberti offered a motion opposing support of a variance for the site. Second: Musante.  Discussion:  Debate centered on whether a coffee shop would be an improvement to the neighborhood or would add to atmosphere of crime and drug trafficking on an increasingly residential neighborhood, which already has two grocery stores on block.  The motion was approved by a vote of 5-1, with Harris voting in opposition.
c) 819-821 7th Street NE.  Rice offered a motion to send a letter supporting the landmark designation of 819-821 7th Street NE, two church properties that are threatened with razing in order to provide parking.  Second: Mack.  Discussion: Rice recommended that the church and the  landmark applicants discuss resolution of the issue further, and the church consider renovating the structures to provide affordable housing.  The motion passed by a vote of 5-2, with Fengler and Harris voting in opposition.
Motion: Fengler moved that the November report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee be adopted.  The report was accepted without objection.

2. Community Outreach

a) $3,350 Grant to START, Inc. Motion: Musante moved that a $3,350 grant be awarded to START, Inc., a literacy program.  The motion was approved unanimously.
Motion: Fengler moved acceptance of the Committee’s previous month’s report.  It was accepted without objection.

3. Alcoholic Beverage Licensing and Public Safety

a) Removal of public payphone at 419 13th Street NE (Excello Liquors)  Motion: Ward made a motion to have the payphone at 419 13th Street NE removed.  Second: Musante.  It was passed without objection. 
The remainder of the Committee’s items were tabled.  Fengler offered a motion to accept the Committee’s previous month’s report.  It was accepted without objection.

New Business

1. Class B License Renewal for Rosemack Deli.  Rice moved that the Class B License for Rosemack Deli be opposed at the ABC unless a voluntary agreement can be reached with the community. Second: Musante.  The motion was approved without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 pm.
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