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	Natatorium Will Reopen with Black History Swim Meet

The 17th Annual Black History Invitational Swim Meet will be held at the Capitol East Natatorium on February 15-16. The swim meet was co-founded by the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation  (DPR) and The United Black Fund, Inc. The event showcases youth swimmers ages 18 and under. The District’s swim team will host squads from throughout the country. In 2002 about 650 swimmers from 31 cities competed. Events take place from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

The Natatorium, at 635 North Carolina Avenue SE, closed last spring for much needed renovations. Construction will be completed on February 1 and the swimming pool is scheduled to reopen to the public sometime in February. Renovations feature new locker rooms, a new heating and air-conditioning system, a new dehumidifier, and a new filtration system. A new surface and new pipes have been installed in both the large pool and the toddler’s pool.  The large pool will have a new stainless steel gutter and tile lane/target markers in place of the old painted markings.

DPR expects to resume its previous swim programs and schedules, including the popular early weekday morning hours.  There are plans to begin charging swimmers a fee to use the pool, but DPR has not yet set the fees.
	Call Boxes

The NLPNA call box effort is being reinvigorated, and if you want to provide input into how our neighborhood transforms the call boxes into works of art and historical artifacts, the time to get involved is right now. Most everyone knows that call boxes are those rusted hulks that stand on many corners in our neighborhood and were once used to call the fire and police stations before the 911 emergency call system was instituted. An effort is underway across the city to turn the call boxes into works of art and exhibits of local culture and history.

NLPNA has 16 call boxes within or very near its boundaries. Delila Katzka and Bill Ament are leading the call box project for NLPNA. The Capitol Hill Restoration Society is heading up the call box effort on Capitol Hill. The idea, says Nancy Metzger, chairman of the society’s historic district committee, is to “introduce elements of the neighborhood history that tend to get forgotten” as well as “revitalizing these wonderful little pieces.”
The D.C. Council on the Arts and Humanities will award $250 grants to neighborhood groups to fix up the call boxes. There will be a meeting on January 30 at 6:30 p.m. at Delila Katzka’s home to brainstorm ideas for our call boxes, and to start work on applying for grants. If you’re an artist, historian, grant writer, or just have ideas for what you’d like to see displayed in and on our call boxes, come to this meeting. Call Delila at 547-4694 if you want to be involved.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· Call box meeting, Thursday, Jan. 30, 6:30 p.m. (See article.)

· NLPNA meeting, first Tuesday (Feb. 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. Councilmember Phil Mendelson., Michelle Gelsino of CSDC. (See article.) All are welcome.

· Crochet lessons, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 4 p.m., NE Library, 7th St. & Md. Ave. (See article.)

· PSA 512 meeting, second Wednesday (Feb. 12), 7 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE.

· ANC6A meeting, second Thursday (Feb. 13), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· PSA 511 meeting, third Wednesday (Feb. 19), 7 p.m., Teacher’s Credit Union, 9th & D St. NE.

· NLPNA meeting, March 4.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Visit us at www.nlpna.juniperdc.com.

GROW Grants

Garden Resources of Washington (GROW) is offering small grants up to $1,000 for community and youth greening projects. If you’ve got an idea for beautifying something in the neighborhood, contact GROW at grow19@aol.com or 234-0591 for more information. Applications are due February 14. 

	February NLPNA Meeting
	Pit Bulls at Kingsman

	Councilmember Phil Mendelson…

Councilmember Phil Mendelson will attend the NLPNA meeting February 4 at Lane Memorial CME Church. Be there to hear his views and share your views on city policies.

… And Future of Kingsman

Michelle Gelsino, of the Charter School Development Corporation (CSDC), will visit us again to discuss changes in their plans for the Kingsman school property.

As previously reported, the CSDC has the exclusive purchase option on the Kingsman school. Their original proposal, presented at the September 2002 NLPNA meeting, was to turn the property into a modern school facility to house the Options Public Charter School and the Cesar Chavez Public Charter High School for Public Policy. Neighbors attending the meeting were favorably impressed and voted to send a letter in support of the proposal. 

Unfortunately, CSDC’s negotiations with the Chavez School failed to result in a lease commitment. Instead, they have identified a new tenant, the Sasha Bruce Public Charter School (SBPCS), to be the permanent co-tenant of the building with the Options Public Charter School. The charter schools have enrolments of less than 300 students each, and both employ the Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound curriculum. SBPCS would occupy the annex portion of the building during the 2003-2004 school year while the main building is renovated so that both schools can assume full occupancy in July 2004.

SBPCS is a separate corporation from Sasha Bruce Youthworks (SBY). Though they share some board members, they are independent in their day-to-day 
	leadership. Additionally, the two programs serve different populations, and no students enrolled in the school also participate in SBY programs. 

The school design is such that the student/teacher ratio will never exceed 15:1, making it possible for teachers to form close, individual relationships with students and provide comprehensive social services to each student and his or her family. SBPCS students live mostly in Wards 6 and 7, and many are bused from Bolling Air Force Base, where much of the school’s recruiting takes place.

The school’s principal is looking forward to introducing the school and some of its students, as well as answering any questions or concerns, at the February NLPNA meeting. 

CSDC, in its role as owner/ landlord, will be responsible for the building’s upkeep, maintenance, and repairs. CSDC will also provide the after-hours, weekend, and holiday security. The Mayor is expected to submit to the City Council a resolution to approve the sale of Kingsman to CSDC. Once the resolution has been submitted, a public hearing will be scheduled, probably in late February or early March.

Learn to Crochet or Knit

The Northeast branch library is sponsoring free crochet and knitting lessons. Anyone eight years of age or older who wants to learn is invited to attend. Experienced crocheters and knitters are also welcome, to hone their skills and help the beginners.  Donations of yarn, knitting needles, and crochet hooks would be most welcome. The next crochet class will be February 12. The first knitting class will be March 19. For more information, contact Michelle Jackson, 698-3299.
	The trees on Kingsman Field (1300 block of D Street) are being vandalized again. A man with four pit bulls was observed training his dogs for attack or fighting by having them tear at the bark of the Kingsman trees. Not only is this illegal (damaging trees on public property is punishable by a $5,000 fine), it is a potential threat to people and pets in the area. It’s also abusive to the dogs involved. Volunteers have been struggling to water the trees in drought and to raise funds to purchase them. The trees, if they live, will provide shade and clean the air, improving the environment for neighbors of the field. If you have any information or witness future attacks, please contact the police.

Warm Hands, Warm Hearts

The Northeast branch library is asking for donations of new, or nearly new, hats, headbands, scarves, gloves, and mittens to share with children at area homeless shelters. Items may be hand-made or purchased. The drive will continue through the end of February. For more information, contact Michelle Jackson, 698-3299.

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 1400 block of E St., and the unit & 100 blocks of 14th St. Call Elizabeth at 543-3512.
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