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	Summer Reading at Lincoln Park

SummerTime And Reading Together (START), Inc. will once again be supporting the Lincoln Park Book Club in a 12th summer of reading with children. The Lincoln Park Book Club begins its summer session the first Monday after July 4th (July 7) and continues through August 25.

Children between the ages of 5 and 14 meet to read every Monday evening from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Each child is matched with an adult reading partner who supplements the Monday night group reading sessions with individual reading sessions. The group reading sessions center around a summer theme – past summer sessions have focused on our local environment, reading-around-the-world, energy, and music, to name a few.

The summer fun includes a field trip to Barnes & Noble where the children purchase their own books, an educational field trip to a local destination, and participation in the Pennsylvania Avenue Mile “Booking for Literacy” race and walk. The summer concludes with the annual Fall Awards dinner for our top readers.

If you would like to enroll your child in this free summer program, volunteer to help with the reading sessions at the park, or volunteer as an adult reading partner, you can contact START at 419-3508 or e-mail startdc@erols.com. For more information, visit START’s web site at www.startdc.org.
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	August NLPNA Meeting

The first Tuesday in August (August 5th) is National Neighbor-hood Night Out. Families and community groups across the country are encouraged to plan outdoor activities that evening. Again this year, NLPNA will mark the occasion with a potluck supper in Lincoln Park. This is an oppor-tunity to socialize with neighbors you don’t often see and to meet new neighbors. Children are especially welcome. The event will begin at 7 p.m. on the east side of the park.

Bring a dish to share, and serving utensils. Paper products and “silverware” will be provided.  Children’s games (soap bubbles, sidewalk chalk, etc.) would be a big hit. If you’d like to help plan, call Elizabeth at 543-3512.

The Finance Committee will present a proposed budget for discussion and approval, and nominations for NLPNA officers will be accepted.

The NLPNA is planning a “senior summit” for one of the fall meetings. If you can suggest organizations or services to be included, call 543-3512.

Free Theater

The H Street Playhouse, at 1365 H St. NE, has begun its Free Theater on H Street Program. For every production in 2003, Theater Alliance will provide up to 25 free tickets to members of the H Street community who live within a five-block radius. A driver’s license or billing statement serves as proof of residence.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NO NLPNA MEETING in July.

· PSA 512 meeting, second Wednesday (July 9), 7 p.m., Lane Memorial, 14th & C St. NE.

· ANC6A meeting, second Thursday (July 10), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· PSA 511 meeting, third Wednesday (July 16), 6:30 p.m., Teacher’s C.U., 9th & D St. NE.

· NLPNA Annual Neighborhood Night Out Potluck Supper, Aug-ust 5, 6:30 p.m., Lincoln Park. (See article.) All are welcome.

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (September 2), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. Election of Officers.

· Final plans for the Kingsman Field renovation just became available. If you would like to see a copy, call 537-4396. Work will begin some time after July 1.

· The Buzz is available on the Voice of the Hill website: www.voiceofthehill.com, on the community newsletters page.  The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512.  
Congratulations, 

Mr. Talbert!

Mr. Dale Talbert, Principal at Maury E. S., was recently named “Principal of the Year” for D.C. by the National Association of Elementary School Principals. As Mr. Talbert would agree, a principal is only as good as his staff. This is a great honor for the whole school! Go Cougars!

	Library Happenings

If you’re looking for some fun and free activities for your child this summer, stop by the Northeast Library. Throughout the summer they are offering the Blast Off to Reading program, and children will earn surprises for reading books. In July, there will be a paper crafts on Tuesdays and jewelry making on Wednesdays, from 1 - 2:30 p.m. On July 5 at noon there will be a Dear Diary course where kids will get tips on how to write a really great summer diary (and get a free diary!). 

While you’re at the library remember to bring a new or gently used children’s book for their book drive (children will get to select their own book from the donations on September 15).

Lights Are Back On!

The lights are back on in Lincoln Park, but neighbors remain concerned about the park closing at dusk:

( The park is used heavily in the early evening hours by families with young children and/or dogs, and in the morning for exercise. For much of the year, this is before dawn or after dusk. If the park is closed from dusk to dawn, it will be effectively off limits to working people for much of the year.

( Given the size of the park, commuters can’t avoid walking past it on their way to and from work.  Currently, there is a “critical mass” of families, joggers, dog-walkers, and other responsible citizens lending safety in numbers to pedestrians passing by. If responsible people are discouraged from using it, the park could become a safety hazard.

Staff members at National Capitol Parks East have said that while this is the standard policy for all parks under their jurisdiction, they are considering changing the hours to be less restrictive.
	Notes from June Meeting
Ruth Oyen was elected Chair of the Finance Committee at the June NLPNA meeting. Please contact her at 547-9416 if you would like to serve on the committee. The committee will develop a proposed budget to be approved at the August meeting.

Rachel McCleery, Ward 6 Traffic Coordinator for the D.C. Department of Transportation, attended the meeting to discuss traffic calming measures on the 200 and 300 blocks of 14th Street. Residents attending the meeting agreed that the biggest problem was noise from buses and trucks. It was noted that there is a ban on truck traffic on the 300 block, which appears not to be enforced. 

There was also discussion of traffic issues on 14th Place and Constitution Avenue. Ms. McCleery distributed information on the District’s traffic calming program, including instructions for requesting a traffic calming study. Copies of the handbook were left with the Chair. Call 543-3512, if interested.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) Info

Although the dates and times of ANC meetings are widely advertised in local publications such as The Buzz and Voice of the Hill, meeting agendas and committee announcements have been largely unavailable to those without computer access.

To remedy this situation, Commissioners Nick Alberti (6A04) and Michael Musante (6A05) have volunteered to keep packets of information on their front porches at 1330 North Carolina Avenue and 411 11th Street. Every effort will be made to keep the information current. Agendas for the monthly ANC meetings will be available five days in advance. Look for boxes labeled “ANC Information” beginning in mid-July.
	Gardening for Maury

The flower beds on the east side of Maury E.S. were installed by community members several years ago. Most of the original gardeners have since moved on and those who remain are having a hard time continuing the maintenance. The school does not have the resources to do it and originally agreed to the landscaping with the understanding that the neighbors would care for it.

If you can help with this effort, which improves the look of the entire neighborhood, please call 543-3512 to volunteer. No experience is necessary. This would be a good opportunity for folks with small yards. If we can put together a roster of gardeners, no one person will have to be over-burdened. “Many hands make light work.”

Buzz Distribution

Every block between 11th and 14th Streets, from East Capitol to F Street NE, should be receiving The Buzz each month. From time to time, a Buzz distributor finds that he or she can’t continue and forgets to let us know. If you know of a block within this area that is not regularly receiving The Buzz, please notify us at 543-3512 so we can advertise for a new distributor. The Buzz is also distributed outside the core area, on any block where there is someone willing to do the distribution. If you would like to expand The Buzz onto another block, just let us know.

Distributing The Buzz is a good way for students to earn community service hours close to home. Several of our distributors are doing just that, and we would love to have more.

Thank you to all who responded to our request for donations. 


THE BUZZ EDITORIAL TEAM
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