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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE ANC 6A

March 25, 2003


Present: Commissioners Cody Rice, Wanda Stevens-Harris, and Jessica Ward; Resident Members Sherry Brown, Gene Butler, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Enrique Gomez, Emily Porter and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.

Options for zoning changes to address H Street, NE Strategic Development Plan

David McGettigan of the Office of Planning made a presentation on the existing zoning designations along H Street, NE, the uses and densities currently allowed, and the process for map/text amendments to the zoning regulations. He also presented information from Chapter 13 of Title 11 of the DC Municipal Regulations on “Neighborhood Commercial Overlay Districts,” which can provide additional restrictions, review requirements, or incentives to preserve and enhance neighborhood shopping areas such as H Street, NE.

Proposal for a process to develop recommendations for zoning changes on H Street, NE

The committee took up a proposal for two additional committee meetings and one additional ANC meeting to develop recommendations for zoning changes and design guidelines for H Street, NE. These would be public meetings involving ANCs 6A and 6C, with input by and assistance from the Office of Planning and ample opportunities for public comment. 

►  The committee voted unanimously to recommend this proposal to the ANC. The proposal is attached.

Possible Farmers' Market on 600 block of H Street, NE

Tomika Hughey (Executive Director of H Street Main Street) announced an effort to establish a weekend Farmers’ Market at the 600 block of H Street, NE.  Office of Planning and H Street Main Street have been in discussions with “Fresh Farm Markets” to operate a market with fresh produce in a DC government-owned parking lot. The market would operate one day per week from June-November, either Saturday or Sunday from 6 AM-2 PM. If Sunday is selected, it is more likely that the market could begin this summer.

Ms. Hughey also announced a variety of other activities on the H Street Corridor, including the Great American Clean-up, a visit from the Master Business License Mobile Van, and a Mobile Merchant Mixer. Further details are available at http://www.hstreetdc.com/home.html

DC Historic Preservation Office: Presentation and Q&A

The committee heard a presentation from Emily Paulus (Architectural Historian) and Lisa Burcham (Director) of the DC Historic Preservation Office (HPO). Ms. Paulus explained that HPO and the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) provide an extra level of review for buildings in historic districts and for landmarks. In historic districts, building permits for exterior work (including windows, doors, and fences) are forwarded to HPO for review at the staff level. HPRB, which meets once a month, reviews larger projects and approves staff recommendations for consent or denial of smaller projects.

Ms. Paulus also made the following points: 1) HPO is interested in educational outreach to help residents comply with the historic district requirements, 2) new historic districts can be created, and existing districts can be expanded, but only at the behest of the community, and 3) HPRB is interested in community feedback on projects up for review. 

Commissioner Rice noted that the formal notice of the HPRB agenda to the ANCs is much shorter than the notice for BZA cases, and as a result it is often difficult for ANCs to provide timely comments.

Gallaudet University Master Campus Plan

The committee heard a presentation from Daniel Kirby (Director of Contracts and Construction) on the Gallaudet Master Campus Plan (MCP). Gallaudet is across Florida Avenue NE from ANC 6A, and located in ANC 5B. The MCP is a 10-year building plan for renovation, replacement, and new construction on the campus grounds. The MCP will be reviewed by the Zoning Commission on April 29, 2003.  

►  The committee voted unanimously to recommend that the ANC send a letter of support for the Gallaudet MCP to the Zoning Commission, with a request that Gallaudet continue to work with community on issues relating to construction staging (in particular, the routes of trucks through the neighborhood) and use of university facilities (walking paths, recreation facilities, conference center) by community residents.

Fence for Sherwood Recreation Center
The committee heard a report from Resident Member Drew Ronneberg about plans by DC Parks and Recreation to erect a 6-foot chain link fence around the new Sherwood Recreation Center. Mr. Ronneberg expressed a desire to see a smaller, more attractive fence erected, as originally conceived in the architectural drawings.  Mr. Ronneberg briefed the committee on his plan to circulate a petition to this effect among neighbors of the Recreation Center.

►  The committee voted unanimously to recommend that the ANC send a letter to DC Parks and Recreation in support of this petition.

Updates

Commissioner Rice provided updates on on-going and completed HPRB and BZA cases. Of particular note was ANC 6A’s appeal to BZA on the side yard at 922 Constitution Avenue, NE. On March 18, 2003, BZA dismissed this appeal on procedural grounds that the ANC appealed the issuance of the foundation permit instead of the building permit, and never amended the appeal to include the building permit. In general, the side yard requirements apply to buildings, not foundations.

Community Comments

The committee heard briefly from SARH Ventures, Inc. on a concept for a coffee house and lounge on the 1300 block of H Street, NE in the Arts and Entertainment District. The representatives were invited back to the next ED&Z meeting, and will be on the agenda for that meeting.

NEXT ED&Z COMMITTEE MEETING: April 29, 2003

ED&Z Committee Recommendation for a Process to Develop Zoning and Design Recommendations for H Street, NE

Background:

1. As a result of redistricting, H Street, NE falls under the jurisdiction of two Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANC) – ANC 6A and ANC 6C.

2. Implementation of the H Street Strategic Development Plan, completed in March 2003, requires zoning changes and design guidelines along the H Street corridor including rezoning and/or creation of an overlay district.

3. Without a uniform approach, it is possible that each Commission will propose separate zoning reforms for the corridor thus diminishing the weight of both ANCs.

Resolved, that ANC 6A and ANC 6C adopt the following process that enables each ANC to work together to recommend an overlay zoning district for H Street, NE to the Zoning Commission.

Process:

1. Three public meetings.  ANC 6A and ANC 6C will hold three public meetings.  These will not be joint meetings, but meetings where the two ANCs convene at the same location and at the same time to discuss, consider and approve an overlay zoning district.  The meetings will be held on the following dates:  April 24th, May 15th, and June 10th at 6:30pm.  The location will be determined by April 10th. 

2. Public meeting focus:  The first meeting will be an information meeting where the Office of Planning presents zoning alternatives.  The goal of the second meeting is to develop a common zoning plan that each Commission zoning committee will recommend to their respective Commissions.  The objective of the third meeting will be for each Commission to separately review, question and adopt the proposed zoning.

3. ANC participation.  The first two meetings will be convened by the ANCs’ zoning committees.  The last meeting will be convened by the ANCs.

4. Meeting procedures.  As these are not joint meetings, each ANC will consider amendments and vote separately on the zoning proposal.  

a. Information meeting.  As there will be no formal votes at this meeting, each committee will establish its respective quorum, receive the presentation from the Office of Planning, ask questions and make comments and suggestions.  The meeting schedule will be as follows:

i. The respective committee chairs will have 5 minutes to explain the process and purpose of the meeting.

ii. The Office of Planning will have 20 minutes to present and explain zoning alternatives and recommended preferred zoning.  

iii. There will be at a minimum 30 minutes reserved for public comment after the presentation.  Generally, each community member will be allotted two to three minutes to make remarks (any time left will be yielded back to each ANC committee in equal increments). 

iv. In two alternating 30 minute increments, each zoning committee will control the floor to directly engage the Office of Planning, make comments, and suggest  changes to the overlay zoning district.  It will be up to the discretion of each committee chair to recognize community members or organizations under their time limit.  Each committee with then have a second 10-minute increment for any remaining questions.

v. There will be at a minimum 20 minutes reserved for public comment after the committee comments.  Generally, each community member will be allotted two to three minutes to make remarks (any time left will be yielded back to each ANC committee in equal increments). 

b. Draft meeting.  As there will be a formal recommendation from the committees to their respective ANCs, each committee will establish its respective quorum.  The meeting schedule will be as follows:

i. The committee chairs will have 5 minutes to explain the process and purpose of the meeting.

ii. The Office of Planning will have 20 minutes to present the proposal. 

iii. The community will have a minimum of 30 minutes to make comments.  Generally, each community member will be allotted two to three minutes to make remarks (anytime left will be yielded back to each ANC committee in equal increments). 

iv. In two alternating 40 minute increments, each zoning committee will control the floor to directly engage the Office of Planning to discuss and if necessary make amendments to recommended zoning.  It will be up to the discretion of each committee chair to recognize community members or organizations under their time limit.  

v. There will be a final increment of 30 minutes that will be divided into two 15 minute periods.  Each ANC committee will use this time to make a recommendation to be forwarded to their respective ANC. 

c. Adoption meeting.  As there will be a formal adoption from each ANC, each ANC will establish its respective quorum.  The meeting schedule will be as follows:

i. The respective commission chairs will have 5 minutes to explain the process and purpose of the meeting.

ii. The Zoning Committee chairs will have 20 minutes to present the draft plan. 

iii. The community will have a minimum of 45 minutes to make comments.  Generally, each community member will be allotted two to three minutes to make remarks (any time left will be yielded back to each ANC in equal increments). 

iv. In alternating 30 minute increments, each ANC will control the floor to consider the adoption of their respective committee proposals for the overlay zoning district.  It will be up to the discretion of each Commission chair to recognize community members or organizations under their time limit. 

v. There will be a final increment of 30 minutes that will be divided into two 15 minute periods.  Each ANC will use this time to either adopt or reject their respective zoning committee proposals.

d. Preservation of authority.  As each committee and ANC will be voting within the context of their existing bylaws and voting requirements, issues regarding autonomy and authority will be resolved.

e. Adoption Goal.  While not required, the desired outcome of this process is for each ANC to adopt the same zoning proposal.  The chances for this are significantly improved by receiving the information from the Office of Planning, hearing the concerns of the community, and by working together at the same time.

5. ANC Responsibilities.  

a. It is recommended that at the regularly scheduled April ANC meetings for ANC 6A and ANC 6C, each ANC adopts this proposal. 

b. Adhere to bylaws and/or ANC Reform act regarding meeting notifications.

c. Provide a list of zoning committee members to the Office of Planning to ensure that all necessary information is provided.

6. Office of Planning Responsibilities.  While each ANC can not direct the efforts of the Office of Planning, this proposal makes the following requests:

a. Mail a copy of zoning alternatives outline to each zoning committee member and commissioner by April 11th.

b. Provide each ANC flyers that list the dates and time of each of the meetings by April 14th.

c. Mail a copy of draft zoning proposal that will be considered at the May 15th meeting to each zoning committee member and commissioner by May 6th.

d. Mail the respective committee adopted proposals to the commissioners by May 23rd. If there are separate proposals adopted, mail both copies and prepare a summary that highlights the differences.

e. Ensure the required employees from the Office of Planning are at each of the meetings to provide information and answer questions.

f. Prepare and incorporate changes to the draft zoning plan as required from the May 15th and June 10th meetings.  

g. Assuming there is an identical zoning strategy adopted by each of the ANCs, assist with the required process to forward the adopted plan to the Zoning Commission.

Disadvantages:

1. Cumbersome process.  In essence, each ANC will conduct business separately, but at the same meeting.  As each ANC has its own unique process, maintain clarity of purpose will be essential for an effective meeting.

2. Meeting time constraints.  Respecting the time allocated and each Commission requirements will be a challenge that will require effective, but fair clock management.  Also, this compressed time at each meeting will require committee members and commissioners alike to review the documents prior to attending the meeting.

3. Public confusion.  Many of the residents may not understand the subtle nuances of two committees and two ANCs meeting at the same time.  Great care will have to be given to explaining the process at each meeting.

Advantages:

1. Single forum.  Creates a single forum for the community to hear, comment and participate in the zoning development process.

2. Understanding issues.  Allows the ANCs to understand the respective concerns and issues their respective communities.

3. Great weight.  Promotes the opportunity for each ANC to use their own process to adopt a single zoning strategy.  This will provide a greater weight with the city’s zoning process.

4. Community developed.  By adopting this process, we ensure that the zoning is based on community requirements.  This is based on the premise that the community should lead the effort to make lasting changes in our neighborhoods.

Sign up for automated meeting reminders and community listserv at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/anc6a
Sign up for automated meeting reminders and community listserv at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/anc6a

