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September 15, 2015
Re: The Installation of Bicycle Lanes on 11th and 13th Streets, NE
Dear Chairpersons,
DDOT is proposing bicycle lanes on the periphery of Lincoln Park along 11th and 13th Streets, NE. The
lanes would be installed on the west and east sides of the park. On 11th Street the limits would be North
Carolina Avenue to Constitution Avenue. On 13th St, the lanes would extend from Massachusetts Avenue
to Constitution Avenue. These few blocks are existing gaps in the East Capitol Street bicycle lane that
extends from 2nd St to 19th Street. Installing the lanes would provide a seamless bicycling connection
around the park. Like the existing lanes on the north and south of the park, they would include a symbol
of a bicycle and an arrow pointing in the direction of travel. Parking would not be affected, nor would
travel lanes be removed for this project. The roadway around the park is 48’ wide with four 12’ wide
existing travel lanes. Space for the 5’ bike lanes would be created by narrowing three of existing travel
lanes to 11’ and the fourth lane to 10’. DDOT completed a similar installation of bicycle lanes around
Stanton Park this summer on 4th and 6th Streets, NE (see attached photo of 6th Street, NE).
11th Street, NE between East Capitol Street and Constitution Avenue would be a little bit different. This
block is one-way southbound. Essentially, the roadway would become two-way for bikes while
remaining one-way for cars. Bikes traveling contra-flow (north) would use the bicycle lane while
southbound bike traffic would share the travel lane with cars. This northbound bike connection would
make it easier for bicycles to travel north from East Capitol St and the park. There are similar contraflow
lanes in place, including those on G and I Streets, NE (see attached photo of G Street, NE).
Bicycle lanes have proven popular with motorists, residents and bicyclists since they safely organize
travel patterns that are already occurring. There are several benefits of installing bicycle lanes:
 They clearly delineate the space for bicycles and cars, allowing both to move in a straighter, more
predictable manner.
 They encourage bicyclists to ride on the right side of the road (wrong way riding is against the law
and a common cause of bicycle crashes).
 They help separate parked cars from moving cars and may calm traffic.
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6th Street, NE at Massachusetts Avenue (Stanton Park)

G Street, NE at 2nd Street
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