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7:00 pm  Call to order, Adopt Agenda and Approve previous meeting’s minutes. pg. 3 

7:02  Community Comments (2 minutes each)  

 Community Presentations:  

7:05 Commissioner Sarah Green, ANC 4B01 – Pawn Broker Legislation pg. 11  

7:15 Stephen Courtien, Jobs with Justice Coalition re: DC Resident Employment Stimulus Bill 

7:25 Joel Bergner, H Street mural project with DASH, a domestic violence organization 
 
7:35 Officer Reports: 

Chair (2 minutes) 

Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 

Secretary (2 minutes)  

Treasurer (2 minutes) pg. 17 

1. Review 2nd Quarter Report for FY10. 

2. Approve treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements. 

3. Approve monthly photocopying expenses. 

7:45 Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 

 Standing Committee Reports: 

7:55 Alcohol Beverage Licensing pg. 34 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Recommendation: ANC 6A protest Nick Sarris (1220 H Street, LLC) unless ANC 6A has 
a signed VA prior to the petition date. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A allocate funds (not to exceed $2000) for publicizing a 
public hearing regarding a moratorium on CT licenses. 

4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, May 18, 2010 (3rd Tuesday) 

8:00  Economic Development and Zoning pg. 36 

1. Recommendation: ANC 6A take no position in HPA #10-247 - the razing of an alley 
structure at 1310 East Capitol St, which is within the boundaries of the Capitol Hill 
Historic District. 

2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to the Zoning Administrator alerting DCRA 
that America's Best Wings, a future tenant at 941 H St NE appears to meets the 
definition of a fast food establishment – a use which requires a special exception 
within the boundaries of the H Street Zoning Overlay. 
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3. Recommendation: ANC 6A update its vacant property legislative proposal to clarify 
the definition of "blighted" property and include habitability as a criteria for 
determining whether a property is blighted. 

4. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to DCRA to recommend new procedures to 
enhance the transparency of the administrative system for identifying and managing 
DC's vacant properties. 

Recommendation: ANC 6A support the nomination of the Bank of America and 
SunTrust banks on the NW and NE corner of 8th and H St for designation as historic 
landmarks. 

5. Approve committee report. 

6. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, May 19, 2010 (3rd Wednesday) 

8:05 Community Outreach pg. 46 

1. Next meeting – 7:30 pm, May 17, 2010 (3rd Monday) 

8:10  Transportation and Public Space Committee pg. 47 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, May 17, 2010 (3rd Monday) 

8:15 Public Safety Committee pg. 57 

1. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, May 20, 2010 (3rd Thursday) 

8:20 Unfinished Business  

8:25 New Business pg. 58 

1. Letter from DDOT re: Conversion of 17th/19th Streets and ANC response (Robinson) 

2. Letter to CM Tommy Wells re: Pawn Broker Legislation (Robinson) 

8:30 Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each) 

8:35 Adjourn 
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May XX, 2010   
 
 
Mr. Matthew LeGrant 
Zoning Administrator 
Office of the Zoning Administrator 
DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
1100 4th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20024   
 
RE:  A Fast-Food Establishment at 941 H St NE Requires a Special Exception  
 
Dear Mr. LeGrant:   
 
It is recently come to our attention that an America’s Best Wings fast-food franchise has signed a lease 
to operate at 941 H St NE.  We would like to alert the Office of the Zoning Administrator to the fact 
that this establishment will likely meet the definition of a fast-food establishment set forth in Section 
199 of the zoning regulations.  While fast-food establishments are normally operated as matter-of-right 
in C-2-B zones, Section 1320.4(c) only allows this use as a special exception for properties within the 
boundaries of the H Street NE Neighborhood Commercial Zoning Overlay.   
 
Because this property is subject to the provisions of the H Street NE Overlay, we respectfully request 
that no building permits or a certificate of occupancy be issued without the required special exception 
to 1320.4(c).     
 
If you have any questions, please contact Terres (Drew) Ronneberg at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com or 
(202) 431-4305.   
 
On Behalf of the Commission,     
 
 
 
Kelvin J. Robinson 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  
 
 
cc:  Tommy Wells, Councilmember, Ward 6 
      Linda Argo, Director, DCRA 
      Nicholas Majett, Deputy Director, DCRA 
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May XX, 2010  
 
 
Mr. Tersh Boasberg, Chair 
District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board 
801 North Capitol Street, NE, 3rd Floor 
Washington, DC  20002  
 
RE: HPA #10-247 (1310 East Capitol St. NE)  
 
Dear Chairman Boasberg:  
 
At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on May 13, 2010, our Commission voted X-X-X 
(with four commissioners required for a quorum) to take no position on the above referenced 
application.   
 
The ANC would like to thank Pastor Thornton and members of the House of God Church for presenting 
their plans to raze the alley structure and construct a ramp behind the sanctuary to provide access for 
physically challenged members of their congregation at the April 21st meeting of ANC 6A’s Economic 
Development and Zoning Committee.    
 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Drew Ronneberg at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com or (202) 
431-4305.  
 
On behalf of the Commission,  
 
 
 
 
Kelvin Robinson 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  
 
 
Cc:  Mrs. Nancy Metzger, CHRS 
       Mr. Amanda Molson, HPO 
       Pastor Ella Thornton, House of God Church 
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May 13, 2010  
 
 
The Honorable Muriel Bowser 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20004  
 
The Honorable Jack Evans 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 106 
Washington, DC 20004  
 
Dear Councilmember Bowser and Councilmember Evans:  
 
As you know, ANC 6A has worked hard over the past 3 years to identify and mitigate vacant property in 
our neighborhood and we believe that even when vacant properties are not “blighted,” they are a 
burden our community, because when homes are unoccupied and poorly maintained, they tend to 
become eyesores that attract vermin, litter, and criminal activity.  For these reasons, we applauded 
your recent proposal to restore a distinct tax class for vacant properties that provides owners a strong 
financial incentive to reoccupy or sell their property and submitted our own legislative proposal 
regarding vacant and blighted properties to you for your consideration.  We believe that a restored 
vacant property tax rate with few, if any, exemptions should be enacted as soon as possible.    
 
Our ANC recently added language to our legislative proposal to reform the vacant property laws to 
include an improved statutory definition for “blighted.”  We believe our proposal largely mirrors the 
proposed expanded definition of “blighted” within Councilmember Bowser’s bill 18-546.  In particular, 
we believe that any property which has been deemed “uninhabitable” should be considered “blighted.” 
We also believe that the section of the code that defines “blighted” should be modified to make the 
consideration of the listed factors mandatory, rather than permissive, and should therefore also include 
a catch-all provision to allow for other properties, which are clearly blighted that may not fall within 
the delineated factors to be so classified.    
 
We urge you and the full Council to consider a vacant property tax system that eliminates all 
exemptions except for military personnel who are on temporary reassignment and instead features an 
escalating tax rate based on the number of years a property is vacant.  We also encourage you to 
amend the definition of “blighted” to allow for more accurate classification of the many properties 
that are widely recognized as such, but which have not been so classified due to the overly restrictive 
and permissive language under current law.    
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We hope you agree and will consider our proposal as you continue to reform the Vacant Property 
System.  
 
 
On behalf of the Commission,  
  
  
 
Kelvin J. Robinson 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  
 
cc:  Tommy Wells, Councilmember, Ward 6 
      Members, District of Columbia Council 
      Linda Argo, Director, DCRA 
      Reuben Pemberton, Director Vacant Property, DCRA 
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Ms. Linda Argo  
Director  
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs  
941 North Capitol St. NE, Room 9500  
Washington, DC 20002   
 
Mr. Bryan Syvak 
Chief Technology Officer 
Government of the District of Columbia  
One Judiciary Square  
441 4th Street NW  
Suite 930S  
Washington, DC 20001  
 
Dear Ms. Argo and Mr. Syvak:  
 
ANC 6A has worked hard to address vacant and blighted property issues over the past several years.  
Our Economic Development and Zoning Committee and citizen volunteers regularly assist DCRA with 
identifying and abating vacant properties in our neighborhoods.  ANC 6A is currently in the process of 
completely updating our vacant and blighted property map and will be transmitting that information to 
DCRA in the coming months.    
 
Based on our experience, we believe that DCRA must adopt procedures to enhance the transparency of 
the administrative system for identifying and managing vacant properties.  In particular, we request 
that DCRA make real-time updates to its vacant and blighted property lists available online.  We also 
request that as part of these lists, DCRA identify what, if any, exemptions have been granted to vacant 
properties and identify which vacant properties have been deemed “blighted.”  Furthermore, we 
encourage DCRA to provide notification to the local ANCs when the vacant or blighted status of a 
property has changed.    
 
We believe that improved transparency will greatly assist the community and DCRA alike in its efforts 
to accurately catalogue which properties are vacant/blighted and which ones are properly categorized 
as inhabited.  The lack of publicly accessible information currently greatly inhibits the community’s 
ability to assist DCRA with obtaining the most accurate information possible and frequently leads to 
calls and emails to DCRA to obtain basic information, which increases the administrative burden on the 
understaffed Office of Vacant Property.    
 
Finally, we request that technological incompatibilities that appear to hinder communication between 
DCRA and OTR be removed to allow for timely and accurate updates to the tax categorization of vacant 
and blighted properties.  It is our understanding that when DCRA makes changes to a property’s 
categorization as vacant/blighted, those changes must be manually submitted to OTR prior to changes 
being made to a property’s tax categorization.  This poses a significant burden to the efficient 
administration of the incentives embodied within the enhanced tax class category and leads to 
improper categorization of properties with each tax season.  These technological barriers hinder the  
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application of the Class 3 tax rate to properly identified vacant or blighted properties and should be 
removed.    
 
Please have your staff follow up with Phil Toomajian, who is a member of the ANC 6A Economic 
Development and Zoning Committee. Mr Toomajian can be reached at ptoomajian@gmail.com or (202) 
532-4301.   
 
On Behalf of the Commission,   
  
 
 
Kelvin J. Robinson  
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A   
 
 
cc:   Tommy Wells, Councilmember, Ward 6  
  Muriel Bowser, Chair, Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs 
       Tom Madison, Capitol Hill North Community Association 
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No report. 
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No report. 
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May 14, 2010 
 
The Honorable Tommy Wells 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 408 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Re: Predatory Pawnbroker Regulation and Community Notification Act of 2010 
 
Dear Councilmember Wells: 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting on May 13, 2010, our Commission voted  XXXX to support the 
enactment of the Predatory Pawnbroker Regulation and Community Notification Act of 2010. 
 
As the Council considers the final provisions of the bill, we urge you to include provisions that give 
Advisory Neighborhood Commissions "great weight" in the issuance of any pawnbroker license.  We also 
recommend that oversight and enforcement of this legislation be mandated to the jurisdiction of the D.C. 
Department of Insurance, Securities and Banking.   
 
In addition, to ensure adequate protection of those requiring the use of these services, we recommend 
that maximum annual interest rates, including fees, be capped at 24 percent for all pawnbroker loans 
made in the District of Columbia within 30 days of the adoption of the legislation. 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
 
 
Kelvin J. Robinson 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
 
cc: Mayor Adrian Fenty 
 Members, Council of the District of Columbia  


