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7:00 pm Call to order 
Call of the roll and announce the presence of a quorum 
Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes, Adopt Agenda 

 
7:05 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
   
7:10 pm Community Presentation 

 Update on Pepco plant demolition - David Holmes 
       Update on Options Public Charter School - Josh Kerns 

 
7:30 pm Officer Reports: 

Chair (2 minutes) 
Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 
Secretary (2 minutes) 
Treasurer (2 minutes)   
1. Approve Treasurer’s Report  
2. Approve FY14 4th Quarter Report 

 
7:40:pm Standing Committee Reports: 
  Community Outreach  

1. Approve September 2014 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: The COC recommends that ANC 6A send thank-you letters to 

organizations providing meeting space for ANC 6A activities.  (unanimous) 
3. Accept resignation of Rose Williams from COC. 
4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 20, 2014 (4th Monday) 
 

7:50 pm Alcohol Beverage Licensing  
1. Approve September 2014 committee report. 
2. Recommendation:  The ANC take no action regarding the Class B Retail license 

renewals for China House (1601 Benning Road NE), J&K Market (234 15th Street 
NE), and M&T Grocer’s Beer and Wine (201 15th Street NE).    

3. Consideration of Red Rocks Substantial Change Application 
4. Consideration of 1101 Convenience Mart Renewal Application 
5. Consideration Ocopa’s Substantial Change Application 
6. XII Restaurant & Lounge Protest will be resubmitted 
7. Authorization for Jay Williams to represent ANC 6A before ABRA and the ABC Board 
8. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 16, 2014 (3rd Tuesday) 

 
8:00 pm Transportation and Public Space Committee  

1. Approve September 2014 committee reports 
2. Recommendation: The ANC conditionally approve the application for a sidewalk 

café at 1380 H Street NE with the conditions agreed to by the owners, provided 
that the owners present an acceptable trash management plan at the October 9, 
2014 ANC 6A meeting.   
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3. The Committee was not able to make a recommendation concerning the 
application for a public space sidewalk cafe presented by Ben's Chili Bowl at 1001 
H Street NE given the Committee ran out of time in our space at Maury ES.  
Commissioner Mahmud offers the following motion as a Commissioner: The ANC 
approve the application for a sidewalk café at 1001 H Street NE provided the 
owners and the ANC agree to acceptable terms of use concerning the sidewalk cafe 
space at the October 9 ANC 6A meeting or at a reasonable time before the 
application is before the DDOT Public Space Committee. 

4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 20, 2014 (4th Monday) 
 
8:10 pm Economic Development and Zoning  

1. Committee did not meet in September 2014. 
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 17, 2014 (3rd Wednesday) 

 
8:15 pm New Business 

1. ANC Budget 
2. Allocation of funds for: 

a) Agenda Package Prep 
b) ANC Meeting Minutes 
c) Photocopying for ANC Business 

8:45 pm Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 
 
8:55 pm Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each) 
 
9:00 pm Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Minutes 

Regular Business Meeting 
Miner Elementary School 

September 11, 2014 
 
Present: Commissioners Nick Alberti, Andrew Hysell, J. Omar Mahmud, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Calvin 
Ward, Chris Ward, Jay Williams  
 
Absent: Commissioner Gloria Nauden 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:00 pm. 

 1. Agenda 
Mr. Williams asked to have the discussion of the license renewal for Rock and Roll Hotel and the H 
Street Country added to the ABL Committee because they are in currently in discussion. The agenda, 
as amended, was agreed to without objection. 

 2. Minutes 
The July 2014 minutes were accepted without objection. 

 3. Community Presentation 
Mayoral Forum 
Mr. Phil Pannell came before the Commission to request that the ANC co-sponsor a Mayoral Forum DC 
Federation of Civic Associations and the DC Federation of Citizen Associations.to be held at Eastern 
High School on October 21, 2014 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  The forum, to be moderated by Washington 
Post columnist Colby King, will be organized to give Eastern students a role in the proceedings. He 
asked that the ANC appoint someone to work with the Committee on the preparations for the event. 
 
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mrs. Phillips Gilbert seconded a motion to become a co-sponsor with the 
DC Federation of Civic Associations; and that Calvin Ward be appointed as the ANC’s representative to 
the planning committee.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 4. Officers’ Reports 

Chair 
Seventeenth (17th) and Nineteenth (19th) Streets NE Safety Improvements  
Chairman Alberti reported that the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) plans to begin 
construction on Nineteenth (19th) Street, but has postponed construction on the Seventeenth (17th) 
Street portion until September 2015.  Based on information we had in July, it was thought that the 
delay for Seventeenth (17th) Street was due to construction by DC Water and Sewer Authority (WASA).  
The ANC voted, based on that information, to send a letter to WASA requesting they complete their 
project as quickly as possible. Since then, the ANC learned that WASA has no plans for construction 
on Seventeenth (17th) Street north of East Capitol Street.  Mr. Alberti questioned why they cannot 
proceed with the Seventeenth (17th) Street construction on the same schedule as the Nineteenth 
(19th) Street construction. He has expressed those concerns to the DDOT Director.  Representatives of 
DDOT are scheduled to attend the September 15, 2014 Transportation and Public Space (TPS) 
Committee meeting to discuss the issue. 
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Gibbs School 
Mr. Alberti reported that Deputy Mayor for Education Abigail Smith is looking for charter schools to 
occupy the Gibbs School, 500 Nineteenth (19th) Street NE. Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert said that her 
community wants to see a school that has vocational, GED, and other classes of interest to adults in 
the surrounding area. 

Options Charter School 
Mr. Alberti said that the Public Charter School Board (PCSB) would have a mid-September 2014 
hearing on Options Charter School, and that Mr. Scott Pearson of the PCSB and Mr. Josh Kern, the 
person acting as the school’s receiver, will be coming to the ANC’s October 9, 2014 meeting. 

Vice Chair 
Mr. Mahmud reported that he has been hearing a great deal about trash in the neighborhood, and he 
plans to undertake the development of a comprehensive plan about resolving the problem. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. He reported that the opening balance in the checking 
account was $18,286.80 and the savings account balance was $13,718.95. There was an allotment to 
the ANC from the DC Government of $4,229.46 and an interest deposit of $0.23 to the savings 
account. There were disbursements of $180.00 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of the July 2014 
ANC minutes (Check #1661); $200.00 to Irene Dworakowski for the July 2014 agenda package (Check 
#1662); $126.12 to the DC Treasurer for security for September ANC meeting (Check #1663); $300.00 
to Eliot-Hine Middle School for a grant (Check #1664); $229.00 to FedEx Office for July 2014 expenses 
(Check #1665); $191.43 to the Maury Elementary School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) for a grant 
(Check #167); $248.00 to FedEx Office for June 2014 expenses (Check #1658); $1,715.00 to Serve Your 
City for a grant (Check #1666), leaving a balance of $19,766.14 in the checking account, and 
$13,719.18 in the savings account.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion to accept the disbursements. The motion 
passed 6-1-0, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition. 
                                                                                   
Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
presented.  The motion passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert abstaining. 

 
 5. Committee Reports 

Community Outreach 
Motion: Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert moved/Mr. Calvin Ward seconded a motion to not accept the 
Committee’s report because she believes it excluded changes she had made to the document.  The 
motion failed 5-1-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition and Mr. Calvin Ward abstaining.  

The report of the Committee was accepted 5-1-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition, and Mr. 
Calvin Ward abstaining 

Motion:  The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion that the ANC accept the 
Committee’s recommendation to approve a grant of $300.00 in support of the Miner Elementary 
School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) request for athletic equipment such as kick balls and 
double dutch ropes.  The motion passed 5-1-1, with Mrs. Philips-Gilbert in opposition and Mr. Mahmud 
not voting. 
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Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s 
recommendation to approve a grant of $733.00 in support of the Maury Elementary School request for 
items to enhance their Math Resource Room; and $1,760.00 in support of the aquatics component of 
the Serve Your City grant request.  The motion passed 4-1-2, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition 
and Mr. Calvin Ward and Mr. Mahmud abstaining. 

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection 

Mr. Williams reported that Vendetta’s request to terminate its Settlement Agreement (SA) was 
dismissed by the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) for failure to attend a required 
hearing. He also reported that the Committee voted to take no action on licenses for Kitty’s Saloon 
(1208 H Street) and Ocopa (1324 H Street NE), which have taken over the Settlement Agreements of 
the previous occupants of their spaces (Souk and Chicken Tortilla, respectively).  Neither 
establishment has an endorsement for outdoor seating. 

Rock and Roll Hotel, H Street Country Club and Little Miss Whiskey 
Mr. Williams reported there appears to be outline of an agreement with the three establishments, the 
community and the ANC.  The main outstanding issue is the hours of their outdoor rooftop spaces.  
However, he said, research shows that, to date, there have been no noise complaints.   

Motion:  Mr. Williams moved/Mr. Hysell seconded a motion that from Sunday to Thursday the 
establishments would continue to close their roof decks at 11:00 pm and, on Friday and Saturday, the 
back part of the deck—specifically designated—will close at 1:00 am, and the portion facing H Street 
will close at 2:00 am.  The motion passed 6-0-0. Mr. Alberti did not participate in the discussion or 
vote. Mr. Hysell thanked Mr. Williams for his work on what was a difficult issue. 

Transportation and Public Space 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC send a letter to DDOT 
requesting that they examine the traffic pattern at the intersection of F and Eleventh (11th) Streets 
NE, and indicating that the ANC would support changing it from a two-way stop to a four-way stop.  
The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a recommendation that the ANC send a letter in 
support of legislation to name the 1100 block of Florida Avenue NE in honor of Ruby Whitfield.  The 
motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a recommendation that the ANC send a letter to 
the Department of Public Works (DPW) concerning the process and policy for requesting litter cans in 
the community as well as specifically the ones at Twelfth (12th) and K Streets NE.  The motion passed 
unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/ Mr. Williams seconded a recommendation that the ANC send a letter 
to DDOT asking that they conduct an assessment of drainage, cleanliness and traffic conditions in the 
alleys in ANC 6A, including the 1200 block of Wylie Street, 1200 block of Linden Place, and the alley 
behind the 800 block of H Street NE, asking specifically for tools to address the situation, including 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Meeting Minutes of September 11, 2014 

 
 

 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | October 2014 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 6 

additional signage to discourage vehicles from blocking the alley.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-
0-0. 

Motion:  The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a recommendation that the ANC send a letter 
to the Director of DDOT, copying it to Councilmember Tommy Wells and the Chair of the DC Council 
Committee on Transportation to address the designation of street addresses for Zone 6 residential 
parking permits, noting particularly the 1000 block of Florida Avenue NE. The motion passed 
unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a recommendation that the ANC write a letter 
to DDOT asking for information regarding the process for issuing emergency no-parking permits and 
opportunities for the ANC to weigh in on longer term permits.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Economic Development 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection 

1229 F Street NE 
Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a recommendation that the ANC write a letter 
of support to the Bureau of Zoning Authority (BZA) for the request of special exceptions from the rear 
yard setback restrictions at 1229 F Street NE for a two-story garage addition.  The motion passed 
unanimously, 7-0-0. 

1419 F Street NE 
Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a recommendation that the ANC write a letter 
of support to BZA for the request for a special exception from the lot occupancy and rear-yard 
setback restrictions and for an addition to a non-conforming structure, for the addition of a screened 
porch at 1419 F Street NE. The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

1215 Wylie Street NE 
Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a recommendation that the ANC write a letter 
to the Zoning Administrator calling to his attention that the permitted construction occurring at 1215 
Wylie Street NE is occurring on a lot that measures only 8225 square feet in area and therefore does 
not meet the minimum lot-dimension requirements for the R-4 district and requesting that the Zoning 
Administrator require that the developer obtain the appropriate zoning approval prior to continuing 
construction.  In the event that the Zoning Administrator elects to take no action in response to the 
ANC’s request, the ANC will appeal the Zoning Administrator’s decision to the BZA.  The motion 
passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

1000 C Street NE 
Motion:  The Committee moved/Mr. Chris Ward seconded a recommendation that the ANC write a 
letter to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) relating recent observations 
regarding the condition of 1000 C Street NE and requesting that the property be inspected to evaluate 
whether it meets the criteria of a vacant or blighted property.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-
0. 

 6. New Business 
DDOT Proposed Rules on Private Improvements to Pocket Parks 
Mr. Alberti reported that DDOT has issued proposed rules that will govern the private improvements 
to pocket (triangle) parks that would 
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 Revise the definition of the term “public parking”; 

 Explicitly exclude US reservations that have been transferred to the District of Columbia; 

 Establish the Department’s policies and procedures to obtain occupancy permits for the purpose 
of making private improvements to reservations that are controlled by DDOT; and 

 Make explicit DDOT’s authority to modify or remove private modifications made to such 
reservations. 

 
Mr. Alberti suggested several comments on the policy document, which appears in the September 
2014 agenda package and on the ANC website (anc6a.org). 
 
§3314.5 – ANCs should be given the opportunity to review alterations to triangle parks, including those 
made for transportation purposes. 
 
§3314.5 B - The time for ANC comment should be extended to forty-five (45) days. 
 
§3399 – The definition of “triangle park” should be amended to one that fits the definition when 
jurisdiction was initially transferred to the District but due to subsequent alterations no longer fit the 
proposed definition: Triangle park – an area of open space, generally triangular in shape located at 
the intersection of two (2) streets (generally one of which is orthogonal and one of which is 
diagonal) and that has been set aside for public ownership. 
 
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion to send a letter to DDOT including the 
ANC’s comments on the agency’s policy on triangle parks.  The motion passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. 
Phillips-Gilbert abstaining. 

 
ANC Transparency Bill 
Mr. Alberti reported that Councilmembers Mary Cheh and David Grosso have proposed legislation with 
the intent of making all ANC documents and action publicly available through the District’s Office of 
ANCs.  ANCs would have to submit minutes, measures adopted by ANCs (recommendations to District 
offices, and recommendations on government actions and legislation), the ANC‘s yearly calendar, 
agreements entered into by the ANC, reports issued by the ANC and bank statements. The proposed 
bill requires the ANC to report this information to the Office of ANCs within fourteen (14) days of a 
monthly meeting.  (The proposed legislation is included in the September 2014 agenda packet.) 

Mr. Alberti stated that the ANC 6A information is already included on the ANC’s website. 

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion to send a letter to Councilmembers Cheh 
and Grosso containing the following comments: 

 The reporting requirements are very likely to require a substantial commitment of time on the 
part of the ANC.  ANCs cannot simply send the documents – there will need to be formatting 
requirements, rules for labeling and describing the content of files submitted.   Fulfilling those 
requirements within fourteen (14) days will place an onerous burden on the ANC. 

 Bank statements include account numbers.  Making those publicly available presents security 
issues.  The same information can be gleaned from an ANC quarterly report. 

 There will be a significant fiscal impact on the ANC Office in organizing, managing and the posting 
of information from forty (40) ANCs, which will require a considerable addition to the staff 
resources of the Office.  There may also be a fiscal impact to ANCs as well if they require 
someone to assist with the reporting requirements. 
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The motion passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert abstaining. 
 

Congratulations Letter to Rev. Dr. Wendell O. E. Christopher, Sr. 
Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion to send a letter to Rev. Dr. Wendell O. E. 
Christopher, Sr. of Phillips AME Church on the occasion of his fortieth (40th) Pastoral Anniversary.  The 
motion passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert abstaining. 
 

 7. Single Member District Reports 
Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert reported that Phillips AME Church hosted a summer camp program for the 
Rosedale Community during July and August 2014 with over fifty (50) children attending.  She 
sponsored five (5) children to attend.  She also said she attended the Transportation and Public Space 
Committee meeting in August to insure that the ANC followed through with DDOT on the delay in the 
Seventeenth (17th) and Nineteenth (19th) Street project.  Finally, she reported that she organized the 
Rosedale community to attend a meeting on September 9, 2014 on the re-use of the Gibbs Elementary 
School.  People are interested in having an adult education/vocational program.  There is a high 
demand for programs to help adults gain skills to obtain gainful employment, and gain skills to make 
them more marketable in the workplace.  The next meeting will be October 20, 2014 at 6:00 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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Minutes - September 15, 2014 
Community Outreach Committee (COC) of Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A  
Maury Elementary School (ES), 1250 Constitution Avenue NE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Jean Kohanek, Roni Hollmon, Pat Joseph, 
Gladys Mack, Shirley Worthy, Rose Williams, Louis Barbash (quorum) 
Committee members absent: Maurice Cook 
Commissioners present (second half of meeting): Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Nick Alberti 
Community members present: Ed Gilbert, Scott Perry 
 
I. Agenda 

Adopted.   
Committee member Louis Barbash assisted Chairperson Elizabeth Nelson in chairing the meeting. 

 
II. Ms. Nelson reported on ANC/COC activities:  

1. At the September 2014 ANC meeting, the commissioners approved the COC recommendations 
with respect to the grant applications from Miner Elementary School (ES) Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO), Maury ES Parent Teacher Association (PTA) and Serve Your City. 

2. Ms. Nelson is currently doing all the development/maintenance of the ANC 6A website free of 
charge as she has for the past twelve (12) years. The ANC has never budgeted funds to 
perform these tasks in the event that she is unable to continue doing them. Committee 
member Gladys Mack asked if this meant that the COC was considering hiring someone to 
carry these duties. Ms. Nelson said that she had no plans to quit so she is not suggesting that 
the ANC make plans to begin a hiring process, only that the ANC might want to consider 
setting aside funds. She has started keeping track of her hours so that an estimate can be 
made as to how much time is involved. Ms. Nelson estimates that she probably spends about 
15-20 hours per month although there are periods when she may exceed that. She will have a 
more accurate estimate by the time of the next ANC meeting. Another consideration is that 
some items are very time sensitive – which could increase the cost. Committee and 
community members present suggested that an hourly rate for such services is likely to be in 
the range of $50.00 to $75.00. Mr. Barbash reported that he knows of a service that charges 
$25.00 by the post. Committee member Jean Kohanek will do additional research on this. Ms. 
Kohanek said that she would be willing to serve as a backup in an emergency but that she 
would not be able to commit to doing it on an on-going basis.  
Mr. Barbash asked if there is a requirement that all ANC materials be posted on the website. 
Ms. Mack said that there is a requirement that all materials be available to the public and 
that having it on the website was a good way to accomplish that. Mr. Barbash and Ms. Nelson 
noted that it was also less expensive and more convenient to the public than maintaining an 
office (another alternative). Ms. Nelson also reported that, at the September 2014 ANC 
meeting, Ms. Naomi Mitchell of Councilmember Tommy Wells’ office stated that ANC 6A had a 
reputation for being one of the most transparent, due to the content on the website. 

3. Ms. Nelson reported that Committee member Maurice Cook has offered to help the Rosedale 
Tiger Cheerleaders apply for an Employer Identification Number (EIN) with the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).  Ms. Nelson forwarded his contact information to the organizer, Ms. 
Chandell Butler, who said she would follow up on the offer.  
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III. Mr. Barbash introduced the topic of “thank you” letters for organizations providing facilities for 
ANC meetings. He noted that this has been done annually and that Ms. Nelson was prepared to 
draft the letters. Ms. Worthy said that she thought it was a good idea and the polite thing to do.  
 
Ms. Williams moved (seconded by Mr. Barbash) that:  
The COC recommends that ANC 6A send thank-you letters to organizations providing meeting 
space for ANC 6A activities.  The measure passed unanimously.  

 
IV. Mr. Barbash introduced a discussion of possible changes to the administration of the grants 

program, the first in a series of such discussions. The COC will provide a detailed report, farther 
along in the process.  The following topics were discussed: 
1. Mr. Barbash cited the current timing of the grant application cycle, with smaller grants 

considered monthly and larger grants considered twice a year. Ms. Nelson noted that the way 
the funding is divided prevents the entire budget from being depleted early in the fiscal year. 

2. Ms. Worthy asked why EINs were required of grant applicants. Longer-serving committee 
members explained that the ANC has always restricted grants to public charities, exempt 
under 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. Such organizations must either have an EIN or have less than 
$5,000.00 in annual receipts. Mr. Barbash pointed out that some organizations may use fiscal 
agents; Ms. Nelson offered the example of the North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association 
(which has an EIN) serving as the agent for the Kingman Basketball League for a grant 
application some years back. 

3. Committee member Pat Joseph suggested that there might be some limit placed on funding to 
the same organizations during a fixed time period, though she recognized that ANC 6A is a 
small area and that will limit the number of organizations serving that population. She did not 
advocate a ban, but preference for organizations not having received recent funding. 

4. Ms. Kohanek noted that, due to the small size of the ANC area, there is a limited number of 
charitable organizations with an ANC 6A focus. She offered to do some research of the grant 
applications, which are all posted on the website, to analyze amounts and timing of grant 
funding. [A partial accounting, through 2012, is available on the website.] 

5. Committee member Rose Williams noted that it was good to publicize the grants program but 
that a lot was already being done in this area. Ms. Nelson reported her outreach activities, 
which include running notices in local publications and contacting potential applicants 
directly. Ms. Worthy asked if Ms. Nelson followed up with local organizations to remind them 
of the opportunities and was told that she does. 

6. Mr. Barbash noted that some potential applicants might be intimidated by the application 
form; however, the COC provides extensive help in completing the application, especially for 
new applicants. Ms. Worthy noted that the current application is very simple. Ms. Kohanek 
added that a cover sheet could be developed to help potential applicants better understand 
the process. 

7. Commissioner Sondra Phillips-Gilbert said that a reference to the grant application process 
should appear on the homepage of the website.  Ms. Nelson noted that it already does.  She 
has recently changed the font of the reference to make it more obvious.  

8. Ms. Phillips-Gilbert suggested that a reference to the grants program be added to the monthly 
Hill Rag ad. 

9. Ms. Phillips-Gilbert said that verification was needed that organizations were spending the 
money consistent with their grant applications.  Specifically, she requested that Serve Your 
City be required to give a report including documentation of ANC 6A participation in the 
aquatics component of their program, since the Deanwood Aquatic Center, the facility being 
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used for the aquatics activity, is located in Ward 7. Ms. Williams noted that there is already a 
requirement that an accounting be made of funds spent within sixty (60) days.  Commissioner 
Nick Alberti explained that the ANC receives a letter from each applicant, at the time they 
receive the funds, documenting the expenditure; this information is included in the 
Treasurer’s quarterly reports posted on the website. Several Committee members suggested 
that applicants might be asked to provide an very brief additional report, either at the end of 
the project or after it has been underway for some time, outlining the activities and 
quantifying participation, especially with respect to ANC 6A. 

10. Ms. Nelson noted that, at one time, the presence of the grant applicant at the ANC meeting 
was required by statute. However, Mr. Gottlieb Simon, Director of the ANC office, recently 
told her that the law has been changed.  An ANC may still require applicants to present their 
applications in person, if that is the ANC’s policy.  But they may now allow someone else to 
do it for them; the representative could be someone unaffiliated with the applicant, for 
example, a commissioner. However, it is important to be consistent and treat all applicants 
the same.  So, the COC may consider advising the ANC to change the current requirement or, 
if the requirement is retained, develop a policy regarding what action is taken if an applicant 
fails to appear at the ANC meeting.  In any case, the policy must be set by the ANC rather 
than relying on the statute. 

11. Mr. Scott Perry, a community member, said that he had contacts that could be helpful in 
publicizing the availability of grants. He will provide information to Ms. Nelson. 

12. This discussion will continue at subsequent meetings. 
 
V. Committee member Rose Williams resigned her membership on the COC since she is moving 

outside the ANC 6A boundaries.  She will be sorely missed, being one of the longest-serving 
members.  The COC thanked her for all her hard work on the Committee. 

 
VI. Confirmation of next meeting date. 

The next meeting will be held Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:00 pm at Maury Elementary 
(ES, 1250 Constitution Ave NE (enter from 200 block of 13th Street).  
 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
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October xx, 2014 
 
Carolyne Albert-Garvey 
Principal 
Maury Elementary School 
1250 Constitution Avenue NE 
Washington, DC  20002 
 
Dear Ms. Albert-Garvey, 
 
Since January 2013, you have provided meeting space for the Community Outreach and 
Transportation and Public Space Committees of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A. We want to 
express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put into helping us hold these 
public meetings.  Our ANC has worked hard to represent and protect the people of the surrounding 
community and we appreciate your assistance. 
 
Please extend our thanks to the custodial staff who have been so gracious in keeping the building 
open for us and helping us set up for the meetings. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, 
 
Nick Alberti 
Chair 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
October xx, 2014 
 
Mr. Raphael Marshall 
Director 
Sherwood Recreation Center 
640 Tenth Street NE 
Washington, DC  20002 
 
Dear Mr. Marshall, 
 
For eleven years Sherwood Recreation Center has provided a meeting place for Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 6A activities including the meetings of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing 
Committee and the Economic Development and Zoning Committee. We want to express our sincere 
appreciation for the time and effort you and your staff have provided to help us hold these monthly 
public meetings. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, 
 
Nick Alberti 
Chair 
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October xx, 2014 
 
Anne Evans 
Principal 
Miner Elementary School 
601 Fifteenth Street, NE 
Washington DC, 20002 
 
Dear Ms. Evans, 
 
For eleven years Miner Elementary School has provided a meeting place for Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 6A. We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you and your 
staff have contributed to help us hold these monthly public meetings, which are crucial to the 
functioning of our ANC. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
Nick Alberti 
Chair 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
October xx, 2014 
 
Ms. Tynika Young 
Principal 
Eliot-Hine Middle School 
1830 Constitution Avenue NE 
Washington DC, 20002 
 
Dear Ms. Young, 
 
Thank you so much for making your auditorium available to Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.  
It was enormously helpful to us that you were able to accommodate us in our time of need. Your 
flexibility in providing the space on short notice last October is very much appreciated. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
Nick Alberti 
Chair

http://www.anc6a.org/


Committee Reports 
Alcohol Beverage and Licensing (ABL) 
 
 

 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | October 2014 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 29 

 
Minutes 

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing (ABL) Committee 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

September 16, 2014 
 
Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee 
(“Committee”) of ANC 6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm on September 16, 2014 at Sherwood 
Recreation Center, 640 Tenth (10th) Street NE, Washington, DC 20002. 
 
Committee Members Present: Jay Williams (Chair), Michael Herman, Adam Healy, David Oberting, 
and Christopher Seagle. 
Committee Members Absent: Roger Caruth. 
Commissioners Present: None. 
Community Members Present: Rafael Marshall and Coralie Farlee (ANC 6D ABL Committee). 
 
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Jay Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The meeting having been duly 
convened, was ready to proceed with business with a quorum.  Mr. Williams reviewed the agenda 
and asked if there were any additions or edits.  There were none. 

 
II. Community Comment 

 None 
 
III. Old Business 

 Mr. Williams reported that ANC 6A had approved an agreement with H Street Country Club 
and Rock and Roll Hotel to extend the establishments’ rooftop deck hours on weekends, but 
with earlier closing hours for the rear deck facing the alley.  He further reported that the 
protest hearing regarding the request by Little Miss Whiskey’s Golden Dollar was moving 
forward because Little Miss Whiskey’s had refused to negotiate. 

 
IV. New Business 

A. Discussion of Class B Retail license renewal for China House at 1601 Benning Road NE 
(ABRA # 025169). 

 Mr. Williams noted that all of the establishments discussed at today’s meeting had 
settlement agreements with the ANC. 

 Mr. Williams reported that he had notified the Commissioner in whose single-member 
district the establishment was located about the renewal, and that she had reported there 
were no complaints she was aware of. 

 Mr. Williams further reported that he had heard no complaints regarding the 
establishment. 

 Mr. Williams reported that according to the investigative history, there were a couple of 
investigations of incidents of sales to minors, but he did not feel there were enough to be 
concerning.  Community member Mr. Rafael Marshall stated that he believed all sales to 
minors were concerning.  Mr. Williams agreed, but said he didn’t believe the investigative 
history was lengthy enough to justify action by the ANC without something more. 
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B. Discussion of Class B Retail license renewal for J & K Market at 234 15th Street NE (ABRA 
# 090684). 

 Mr. Williams reported that he had similarly notified the Commissioner who covers this 
single-member district, and had also received no complaints. 

 
C. Discussion of Class B Retail license renewal for M & T Grocer’s Beer and Wine at 201 15th 

Street NE (ABRA # 077390). 

 Mr. Williams reported that he had received no concerns from any neighbors or the single-
member district Commissioner.  

 
Mr. Williams moved/seconded by Mr. Seagle that the ANC take no action regarding the Class B 
Retail license renewals for China House (1601 Benning Road NE), J&K Market (234 15th Street 
NE), and M&T Grocer’s beer and Wine (201 15th Street NE).  Motion carried 5-0. 

V. Adjourn 

The Committee adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
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Minutes 
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting  

 Maury Elementary School (1250 Constitution Avenue, NE)  
September 15, 2014 

 

I. Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm 

II. Introductions  
Committee members in attendance were Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 
Commissioner J. Omar Mahmud (Co-Chair), Todd Sloves (Co-Chair), Jeff Fletcher, Lara Levison, 
and Andrea Adleman.  Also in attendance were ANC 6A Chairman Nick Alberti and Commissioner 
Sondra Phillips-Gilbert; Commissioner Brian Flahaven of ANC 6B; Mohammad Dahir (DDOT); 
several representatives of DC Water including Emanuel Briggs (Community Outreach), Tamrat 
BeDane, and Denise Sanders (Manager, Water and Sewer Construction Branch); Thomas Perry 
(DC Streetcar Program Manager) and other DC streetcar representatives; Duane Washington and 
Tina Washington (owners of Old Time Jazz and Blues at 1380 H Street NE); Sage Ali (one of the 
owners of Ben’s Chili Bowl at 1001 H Street NE) and Frank White (representing Ben’s Chili Bowl); 
and other community members. 

III. Community Comment  
Mr. Raphael Marshall presented an ANC letter from May 2013 to the Committee claiming it 
resolved an issue the ANC voted to send a letter about at the September 11, 2014 ANC 6A 
meeting (the naming of Ruby Whitfield Way on a portion of Florida Avenue NE).  Mr. Mahmud 
examined the May 2013 ANC letter presented by Mr. Marshall and found that the letter had 
nothing to do with the dedication of Ruby Whitfield Way as Mr. Marshall claimed.  Mr. Mahmud 
informed the Committee and those in attendance that the ANC would still be sending the letter 
voted on at the September 11, 2014 ANC meeting dedicating Ruby Whitfield Way since the letter 
Mr. Marshall presented did not address this important issue. 
 

IV. New Business 

A. Update from the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and DC Water concerning the 
Seventeenth (17th) Street NE and Nineteenth (19th) Street NE streetscape project and the 
Seventeenth (17th) Street water main project. 
i. Representatives of DDOT and DC Water attended the meeting to provide this update.  

Mohammad Dahir, DDOT Project Manager, described the project timeline, making several 
statements about the timeline that seemed to conflict. 

ii. Mr. Dahir stated that, for Nineteenth (19th) Street, the plans have been completed and 
the contractor selected.  The contract needs to be finalized, and they are hoping to start 
in late October 2014.  Subsequently, he made statements that seemed to indicate the 
work would not start until some time in 2015. 

iii. For Seventeenth (17th) Street, from Potomac Avenue SE to Benning Road NE, Mr. Dahir 
stated that when DDOT completed the drawings, they found some conflict with utilities.  
DDOT has met with DC Water and the two agencies are working to incorporate the 
changes.  They will advertise the contract, then take four to six (4-6) weeks to award it, 
and construction will start early next year.  ANC 6B Commissioner Brian Flahaven 
countered that this is a little misleading, since DDOT will start at the other end and take 
a year to reach Seventeenth (17th) Street.  The safety improvements are being pushed 
behind the water main project.  The delay is due to the water main replacement project 
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on Seventeenth (17th) Street.  There are twenty (20) inch and eight (8) inch mains next to 
each other.  

iv. A question was raised about how traffic would be routed around Seventeenth (17th) 
Street during the water main dig.  Mr. Dahir replied that DDOT will do two to three (2-3) 
blocks at a time, and that DDOT had provided drawings of the traffic detour to the 
affected ANCs. Commissioner Flahaven of ANC 6B said he hadn’t seen the alternate 
routes, and neither have Commissioners Alberti or Mahmud. 

v. There was considerable discussion between Mr. Dahir and the meeting participants, 
including ANC 6A Chairman Alberti, Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert, and others, seeking to 
clarify the timeline.  Commissioners and community members expressed considerable 
concern about how long this project has been delayed.   

vi. ANC 6A Chairman Alberti asked for more clarity on the project timeline, for which the 
following was offered by Mr. Dahir:  
1. The plans for Seventeenth (17th) Street were finished, but then the conflicts with DC 

Water were identified, which has caused delay while the conflict is being worked out. 
2. The plans will be sent to the contract office by December 30, 2014.  The process of 

preparing, advertising, and awarding the contract will take four to six (4-6) weeks. 
3. The contractor will be selected by mid-February or March 2015. 
4. The contract will be executed.  Then the contractor will start construction, one (1) 

month after selection.  
5. ANC 6A Chairman Alberti said that the ANC will send an email message to Mr. Dahir so 

that he can double check process and timelines with his team and provide that 
information to the ANC prior to the October 2014 Commission meeting.  Mr. Dahir 
said he will speak to his supervisors to contact the office of contracts to accelerate 
the process. 

vii. Neighbors asked several times whether measures can be taken immediately to slow down 
traffic on Seventeenth (17th) Street.  Mr. Dahir said he would inform his supervisors.   

viii. Representatives of DC Water, including Emanuel Briggs (community affairs) and Tamrat 
BeDane, provided an update and fact sheet on the Seventeenth (17th) water main 
replacement project. DC Water is replacing twenty (20) inch and eight (8) inch water 
mains. Mr. Briggs noted that a lot of the water infrastructure in DC is older than the Civil 
War.  The eight (8) inch main was installed in 1920. The twenty (20) inch main will solve 
the low pressure in this neighborhood and east of the river. They will start construction 
from the north (C Street NE).  The anticipated utility construction start date is December 
29, 2014, and the anticipated finish date is March 26, 2016.  

B. Update from DDOT concerning streetcar project. 
i. Thomas Perry, DC Streetcar Manager, reported that DDOT is now in the midst of operator 

training.  Each operator needs thirty (30) hours of training.  Passenger service is expected 
by the end of the year.  

ii. It will take two (2) weeks to sixty (60) days for review of the rail activation package by the 
State Safety Oversight Program, under the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  Locally, 
jurisdiction for the review is under the fire department, following FTA guidelines.   

iii. The fare for initial service is under discussion. RDMT (RATP DEV McDonnell Transit) won the 
operations contract. 

iv. DDOT indicated DC is adding 1,000 residents a month. Streetcars will connect 
neighborhoods. There are several phases of streetcar development in the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Three (3) routes are going through Environmental 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Committee Reports 
Transportation and Public Space (TPS) 
 
 

 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | October 2014 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 33 

Assessments over the next twelve to eighteen (12-18) months:  1) Union Station to 
Georgetown (evaluation started in July 2014), 2) continuing the H Street line (Benning 
Road Extension from Langston Golf Course to Benning Road Metro)--first public meeting 
will be in October 2014, and 3) Southeast (SE) waterfront to historic downtown Anacostia.  
DDOT is seeking an outcome of a Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from the Federal 
Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration so it can move these 
projects forward. 

v. Funding for streetcars was recently cut in half by the DC Council.  DDOT is evaluating how 
to proceed in light of this funding cut.  Commissioner Mahmud noted that we did not, as a 
community, get a chance to engage the Council on the cuts. He asked that DDOT advise 
the ANC when we need to weigh in on the budget discussion.  

vi. Perry noted that before 1960, there were one-hundred (100) miles of streetcar track in DC. 
Hope is to return to that in the long-term. A discussion ensued on the differences between 
streetcars and buses (streetcars are more permanent and larger), fares, effect on personal 
vehicles (vetting through the NEPA process for the long-term effects), transfers, 
implications for the X2 bus (not affected in current plans given the X2 serves a different 
route), conflicts between streetcars and metro buses (cannot verify that WMATA bus 
drivers are being trained to drive on routes with streetcars, though they have been given 
information), signal timing (only three (3) signals in the corridor have preemption for 
streetcars now). North-south streetcars are not yet in the NEPA phase. 

C. Review of proposed DDOT regulations concerning operation of streetcar.  The proposed 
regulations can be found at 
http://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Gateway/NoticeHome.aspx?NoticeID=5070013] - Commissioner 
Mahmud moved that this item be addressed at the end of the agenda out of consideration for 
the business owners waiting to discuss items in Old Business. 

V. Old Business  

A. Reconsideration of public space application for sidewalk café at 1380 H Street NE (Fourteenth 
(14th) Street side of the property). 
i. Duane and Tina Washington were in attendance to answer questions about the business’s 

sidewalk café and to confirm agreement with the ANC on key operational matters. One key 
issue is the buffer zone between the café and the property next to it.  It is not adjacent to 
an R-4 (zone district); the surrounding properties are all commercial, but the property next 
to them has residents living in some sort of housing facility. The owners therefore agreed 
to a more limited eight (8) foot buffer from this property.  Commissioner Mahmud pointed 
out that the ANC would not seek a larger buffer area from the nearest property like it has 
for other businesses on H Street since all surrounding properties here are commercial and 
the character of this street and surrounding neighborhood is not residential (R-4) unlike 
the other side streets where the ANC has evaluated sidewalk café applications. 

ii. Trash plan: The Washingtons have a verbal agreement at this time with a neighbor for 
locating trash dumpsters.  However, they are still working out the details and do not have 
a formal agreement in place.  Commissioner Mahmud stated that he needs to know the 
trash management plan before the next ANC meeting on October 9, 2014 since the ANC 
wants assurance that trash will not be stored on public space.  Trash management is the 
only open issue. 

iii. Commissioner Mahmud restated the conditions for supporting this application, which the 
owners agreed to at the meeting: 
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1. The Committee/ANC would prefer that owners cover the expense of moving the bike 
rack and trashcan, but will defer to DDOT's decision on this if DDOT decides to cover 
the cost. 

2. Owners agreed to follow hours and terms of sidewalk cafe operation stipulated in 
ANC6A's standard voluntary agreement (SA), including closing at 11:00 pm Sunday 
through Thursday and 12:00 am Friday and Saturday. This agreement includes no music 
on the sidewalk café and only food and drink service. 

3. Food will be plated; it will not be light-weight paper or plastic that is prone to litter 
the area. 

4. Attractive fencing consistent with DDOT requirements and other sidewalk cafes on H 
Street, with a preference for fencing that contains trash in the sidewalk café area by 
having bars that go down to the ground. 

5. Owners agreed to move chairs and tables to the side and lock them up when not in use. 
6. A buffer area of at least eight (8) feet at the northern end of the space so as to not 

have tables right next to the front yard of the adjacent property on Fourteenth (14th) 
Street NE. They could use that buffer area as space for quiet sidewalk café operations. 

7. Presentation of an acceptable trash management plan to ANC 6A which demonstrates 
an aggressive trash removal schedule and shows no trash container of any sort will be 
stored anywhere on public space. 

8. Regularly maintain the adjacent tree boxes and keep all areas in front of the business 
and the sidewalk café area clean, including the adjacent sidewalk and street gutter. 

9. Ensure the sidewalk café allows for an adjacent sidewalk that maintains a consistent 
width with the sidewalk on the rest of the block. 

iv. Co-Chair Mahmud offered a motion to send a letter to DDOT conditionally approving 
the application for a sidewalk café with the conditions agreed to by the owners as 
indicated above, along with the presentation of an acceptable trash plan at the 
October 9, 2014 ANC meeting.  Seconded by Jeff Fletcher. The motion was approved 
5-0. 

B. Reconsideration of Ben’s Chili Bowl public space application for sidewalk café at 1001 H Street 
NE (Tenth (10th) Street side of the property). 
i. Co-Chair Mahmud first explained that the Ben’s team had presented before the Committee 

before (over a year ago), at which time the ANC raised a number of questions about the 
sidewalk café.  Ben’s withdrew the sidewalk café application soon afterward to instead focus 
on obtaining a liquor license. The sidewalk café application has since been resubmitted to 
DDOT, and the ANC has been told by DDOT that the ANC would have a chance to weigh in on 
the application before it is reviewed by the DDOT Public Space Committee.  

ii. Frank White, representing the owners, presented the sidewalk café plans.  Owner Sage Ali 
also participated in the discussion.  The sidewalk café on Tenth (10th) Street will have about 
34 seats and will be fully enclosed with plastic windows on the side; Co-Chair Mahmud noted 
that DC has regulations concerning when the windows should be open or shut so the business 
will not always be able to close the plastic flap windows whenever it wants for purposes of 
noise control. The door opening to the sidewalk café from the inside of the restaurant will 
be on Tenth (10th) and H Streets, close to the street, not in the direction of the side closest 
to residences. There was a discussion of various elements of the plan, including the size of 
the café; sidewalk width (7’8”); relocating the curb cut for the use of trash receptacles, but 
not for trucks; removable space heaters, fans, and lights; trash will be kept inside the 
building; and the height of awning. 
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iii. Co-Chair Mahmud noted that there had been a question of operating hours, and the TPS 
Committee had expressed an interest in this sidewalk café following the same hours as those 
contained in the ANC standard voluntary agreement – closed at 11:00 pm Sunday through 
Thursday and 12:00 am Friday and Saturday. Committee recommendations will insist on 
those same hours for this sidewalk cafe.  

iv. Co-Chair Mahmud discussed “centering of the activity” of the sidewalk café – as close to H 
Street as possible, and as far from the R-4 residential area as possible.  Mr. Mahmud asked 
about moving the seating area closer to H Street and away from the adjacent homes.  Mr. Ali 
noted that he owns the first home, and Mr. White noted that from the edge of the outdoor 
café to the next house’s front door (the house located next to the one owned by Mr. Ali) is 
at least sixty (60) feet, but that Ben’s would take a look at Mr. Mahmud’s recommendation 
about orienting the sidewalk café as far from adjacent homes as possible.   

v. Mr. Mahmud also indicated the ANC recommendation would include standard requests the 
Committee has made of other similar businesses with a sidewalk café, including, but not 
limited to, no music or amplified noise; keeping tree boxes clean; maintaining consistent 
sidewalk width, moving tables and chairs when not in use, establishment of a trash 
management plan, etc. Mr. Mahmud also pointed out that the owners had agreed to 
participate in a trash clean-up effort for the surrounding block. 

vi. Ben’s indicated the business’s trash service will pick up 7 days a week; pick-up times will be 
arranged to be between 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Monday through Friday. Mr. Mahmud 
recommended no earlier than 11:00 am on weekends and not during later evening hours.  

vii. Ms. Meek, the neighbor living in the house next to Mr. Ali and closest to this business 
expressed her experience that the construction and dumpster pick-up noise has been very 
loud and disruptive to the quiet enjoyment of her home.  She also expressed several 
concerns about noise from the operation of the café similarly disrupting her home once the 
business opens. Some argument followed among neighbors, Ms. Meek and Commissioner 
Phillips-Gilbert, which took up the remaining meeting time. 

viii. Since the meeting time ran out before this recommendation could be finalized, Co-Chair 
Mahmud indicated he would summarize the recommendations discussed during the meeting, 
work out details concerning the final recommendations with Ben’s Chili Bowl by email, and 
bring the recommendation to the full ANC at the meeting on October 9, 2014. 

Adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm because the custodians were closing the school auditorium.
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Committee did not meet in September 2014. 
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