District of Columbia Government
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
Agenda for November 10, 2011
2nd Thursdays at 7pm, Miner Elementary, 601 15th St., NE
Public Meeting – All Are Welcome to Attend

7:00pm Call to order, Adopt Agenda, Approve previous meeting’s minutes
7:05

Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10

Community Presentation: Medical Marijuana Gottlieb Simon of the Office of ANCs and Dr.
Feseha Woldu, Senior Deputy Director for Health Regulation & Licensing Admin. within the Dept.
of Health will provide information on the regulations, enforcement, and application process for
licensed medical marijuana dispensaries. A representative of the Office of the Attorney General
is also expected to attend.

7:50

Officer Reports:
Chair (2 minutes)
Vice-Chair (2 minutes)
Secretary (2 minutes)
Treasurer (2 minutes) pg. 17

8:00

Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)
Standing Committee Reports:

8:15

Community Outreach pg. 23
1. Approve committee report
2. Recommendation: ANC accept the bid from Capitol Community News for 12 monthly,
¼ page ads plus one ¼ page ad in the Fagon Guide at a cost of $3,815.00
3. Next meeting – 7:30pm, Nov. 21, 2011 (3rd Monday)

8:20

Alcohol Beverage Licensing pg. 26
1. Approve committee report
2. Next meeting – 7pm, Nov. 15, 2011 (3rd Tuesday)

8:25

Transportation and Public Space Committee pg. 27
1. Approve committee report
2. Next meeting – 7pm, Nov. 21, 2011 (3rd Monday)
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District of Columbia Government
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
Agenda for November 10, 2011
2nd Thursdays at 7pm, Miner Elementary, 601 15th St., NE
Public Meeting – All Are Welcome to Attend

8:30

Economic Development and Zoning pg. 28
1. Approve committee report
2. Recommendation: ANC 6A write a letter to the BZA supporting the special exception
for BZA #18290 (1414 A St. NE)
3. Next meeting – 7pm, Nov. 16, 2011 (3rd Wednesday)

8:35

Unfinished Business

8:40

New Business pg. 29
1. Letter to DC Dept. of Parks & Recreation supporting community efforts to improve the
small park at 8th/K/West Virginia NE and to ask DPR to remove the overgrown hedges
at this location (Healy)
2. Request for a stipulated CR license for Pho Bar and Grill, 1360 H St. NE (Healy)
3. The ANC will consider the following four pending Class B renewals (groceries for offpremise beer and wine consumption). If you have an objection to any of the licensees,
please contact your ANC Commissioner immediately. Their email addresses and phone
numbers can be found at www.anc6a.org. They include:
1) Bella Market (101 15th St. NE)
2) The Cupboard (1504 E Capitol NE)
3) Me & My Super Market (1111 H St. NE)
4) J & K Market (234 15th St. NE)
4. Discussion of ANC support for changing recently erected parking signage in front of the
dry cleaners at 1309 H from a loading zone to metered parking (Ronneberg)
5. Discussion of ANC support for a letter urging DCRA take immediate action to list 519
Tennessee Ave. as a blighted property (Ronneberg)
6. The ANC send a letter of support to DPR for fencing in the big tree at Sherwood Rec
Center (Ronneberg)
7. The ANC send a letter of support to the BZA for removing the curb cut at 701 10th St.
NE (Ronneberg)
8. The ANC needs to authorize someone to speak on behalf of the Commission before the
Subcommittee on Redistricting and agree on what should be said (Holmes)

8:45

Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each)

8:50

Adjourn
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
Meeting Minutes for October 13, 2011

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
Minutes
Miner Elementary School
October 13, 2011
Present: Commissioners Alberti, Healy, Holmes, Hysell, Lawler, Mack, Ronneberg, & Veenendaal-Selck
The meeting was convened at 7pm.
1. Agenda
Mr. Alberti added budget allocations for minute taking and agenda packet preparation to New
Business. Mr. Healy added to the ABL discussion, modifications to the VA, and to New Business an
announcement of a working group organized by Councilmember Graham on Liquor Law reform.
2. Minutes
The minutes were accepted by unanimous consent.
3. Community Comment
Statehood March
DC Statehood Shadow Senator Michael Brown made a presentation about a renewed effort for
statehood that was being undertaken. He said that legislation had passed in the house in 2008 and
2009, but then the gun amendment had been added on, and killing the gun amendment meant
killing the gun bill. He said that Congresswoman Norton has introduced a new bill, and the mayor
had been arrested, and it’s time to increase the civil disobedience. He said that the situation is
chaotic at the Wilson Building because of the Internet gambling issue. He said the District is losing
$2.5 billion in Federal funds annually, which is equal to 28% of the DC Budget and the District is
unable to collect taxes on out of state employees, a large number of whom work in DC for the
federal government. He announced a march on October 15 in conjunction with the dedication of
the MLK Memorial, and the mayor will be participating, with the theme that it’s time to fulfill the
promise to democracy. Twenty years ago it was South Africa, now it’s freedom for DC.
HandsOn Greater DC Cares
Linda Kurtz, Greater Northeast community liaison, HandsOn Greater DC Cares, gave a brief
presentation on the work she is doing in Wards 5 and 6, and she announced a meeting scheduled
for October 19 at the Rosedale Rec Center.
4. Officer Reports
Chair
Mr. Holmes reported that there was an ANC Chairs meeting with the mayor and his cabinet, and
one issue that was brought up a great deal was the inadequacy of the 311 system. There was
discussion of ABRA’s reluctance to enforce anything in VAs other than prohibitions and
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requirements in ABC law. The mayor said he would attend a meeting on the H/Benning Streetcar
Line.
Treasurer
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. It showed that the opening balance in the checking
account was $20,210.11 and the savings account balance was $4,205.41. There was a
disbursement from the District government of $4,836.27, and two interest payments to the savings
account of $0.18 and $0.17. There were disbursements of $180 to Roberta Weiner for July 2011
minutes (Check #1525); $200 to Heather Schoell for the September ‘11 agenda package (Check
#1526); $120 to Roberta Weiner for September 2011 Special Meeting minutes (Check #1527);
$349.96 to FedEx Office September 1 ’11 statement (Check #1528); $64 for the purchase of checks
(Check #1529), leaving a balance of $24,132.42 in the checking account, and $4,205.76 in the
savings account.
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Lawler seconded a motion to approve the disbursements. It passed
without objection.
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. It
passed without objection.
Quarterly Report
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Quarterly Report for the
4th Quarter of FY11. It passed without objection.
5. SMD Reports
Mr. Alberti reported that there has been a rash of at break-ins—at least six—in one block in his
SMD.
Mr. Holmes said he would second that, as there have been 35 in the last few months, with the
same MO—screw drivers used on a rear window. He said there are two people known to the police,
one has a pattern of breaking into one car that has something in it and then doing five or six
others.
Mr. Healy reported that there have been a half dozen shootings in his SMD. He reported that he
had his last SMD meeting on October 3 and that Commander Hickson had come. He talked about a
bust in the 800 block of 12th St. and the fact that there had been a lot of break-ins.
Ms. Mack reported that there was a complaint about water leaking at a launderette. DC Water,
the Department of Health and Councilmember Wells all came and the launderette was shut down.
Dr. Ronneberg reported that the applicant at 1624 E St. NE withdrew his BZA application. He said
that more signs are appearing in his SMD for extended parking; that the Councilmember had sent a
letter to the House of Ruth; and that 1350 Maryland Ave. NE had been excluded from the
downzoning.
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6. Committee Reports
Community Outreach
Ms. Nelson presented a grant request from Cub Scout Pack 8383 at Maury Elementary School. They
are requesting $706 to purchase a Pinewood Derby Track, a Cub Scout project in which the boys
build car kits and then race the cars. This reinforces Scout values by teaching the boys to work
together, and they learn mechanical and design skills. The troop was represented by its leader,
Alastair McFarlane. Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Mack seconded a motion to accept the
Committee’s recommendation to provide a grant of $706 to Cub Scout Pack 8383.
Ms. Nelson said she had served as a scout master and it was difficult to arrange for the boys to
participate in a Pinewood Derby because the tracks are prohibitively expensive for a less-affluent
pack to purchase and because those packs that do have them generally don’t invite other packs to
participate. Those that do often charge a fee that is unaffordable.
Mr. Healy said he was troubled by the national organization’s policies on homosexuality and
religion and doesn’t know about giving funds from the ANC to the Scouts. He said he had been
wrestling with the issue all day. Mr. Holmes said that if the PTA is supporting the organization
than it is alright. The property resides with the sponsoring organization, the PTA. And the troop is
chartered to the Maury PTA. The check would be written to the PTA or the vendor. Mr. McFarlane
said he was inclusive as possible with the troop and asked no questions about the boys joining. Ms.
Nelson said that there are few activities for boys that don’t focus on sports and this was good for
that reason.
Dr. Ronneberg said he had been a scout and the national organization had very little impact on
local activities. Ms. Nelson noted that the Boy Scout’s national policies are set by conservative
religious institutions, such as the Mormon and Catholic churches. The local packs may disagree
strenuously with these policies (particularly those regarding sexual orientation) but are powerless
to change them. If funding is denied to the local packs, the only ones being “punished” are the
disadvantaged youth; the Scout hierarchy will not feel the pain or somehow be encouraged to
change their policy. And the local Packs, 3838 in particular, do not discriminate on the basis of
sexual orientation or religion. Mr. Holmes said he had been an assistant scout master and his son
had been an Eagle Scout, but he no longer contributed to the organization because of its sexual
discrimination. The motion to provide the grant passed 6-1-1, with Ms. Lawler in opposition and
Mr. Healy abstaining.
The report of the Committee was accepted by unanimous consent.
ABL
Da Luft -1242 H St. NE
Mr. Healy reported that Da Luft had agreed to sign the standard VA with several modifications
related to concerns by neighbors on Wylie St. NE. They include explicitly stating that the
establishment will adhere to ABRA regulations requiring that a CR licensee have its kitchen open
for service up to two hours prior to closing; that no more than 30 patrons may be present on the
2nd floor patio at one time; that all patrons and staff will be cleared from the patio after 10pm
Sundays through Thursdays and midnight on Friday and Saturday; and that the applicant will not
use the third floor or rooftop for storage, food preparation, service of alcohol, or patron seating.
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Motion: The committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s
recommendation to approve the modified VA for Da Luft. The motion passed 7-1, with Mr. Alberti
not voting.
Pho – 1360 H St. NE
Mr. Healy is working with the establishment to reschedule a missed appointment with the
Committee. Even though Pho hasn’t yet applied for its license, Mr. Healy said he would like to
have a motion to protest unless a VA is approved prior to the protest date so the Committee can
maintain its standing. Motion: The committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion that the ANC
accept the Committee’s recommendation to protest the license for Pho, 1360 H St. NE unless a VA
is signed prior to the protest date. The motion passed 6-0-2 with Ms. Mack and Mr. Alberti
abstaining.
Class B Licenses
License renewals for a three-year period were up for the following establishments: M&T Grocer’s
Beer and Wine, 201 15th St. NE; China House, 1601 Benning Rd. NE; DC Supermarket, 539 8th St.
NE; Economy Market, 1804 D St. NE; and 1101 Convenience Mart, 1101 H St. NE. Motion: The
committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion to accept the committee’s recommendation to
approve the license renewals for the above named establishments. The motion passed 6-0-2, with
Ms. Mack and Mr. Alberti abstaining.
New VA Language
Motion: The committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion that the ANC approve the addition of
a new section ‘h’ under Section 3 of the standard CR/CT voluntary agreement: “All CR license
holders shall comply with ABRA regulations that require their kitchen to remain open and
operational until at least 2 hours prior to closing.”
Mr. Alberti asked whether Mr. Healy agreed with language such as that being in VAs. Mr. Healy
said that he understands there are things in VAs that are so extraneous that they shouldn’t be
there, but there are other things, like watering a tree, that should be attended to. Mr. Alberti
said that including items that are already covered by ABRA law is unnecessary. It seems silly, but
it could mean someone is charged twice – once under the ABRA law and again through the VA. This
potentially sends the message that ABRA is unwilling to enforce the statute and only enforces it
because it’s part of the ANC’s VA.
Dr. Ronneberg said that this was his idea as a way of educating the public to the law before it’s
necessary to enforce it. Mr. Alberti said there are other things that can be done to educate the
public. Mr. Holmes said he liked the idea of the VA being a compendium of the relationship
between the ANC and the community—the more there is in it, the easier it is for people to
understand. Mr. Holmes said there’s about to be a rewrite of the law. Dr. Ronneberg said it’s a
good way of letting someone simply know what the regs are and shows respect for the community.
The motion passed 7-0-1 with Mr. Alberti not voting.
The report of the Committee was accepted by unanimous consent.
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Economic Development and Zoning
1303 Linden Ct. NE
Dr. Ronneberg said that the applicant had originally come to the Committee with a plan for a
three-story building with a roof deck, and he came back with something else: a two-story with a
third-story roof deck. The committee talked about the building’s use as a residence and objected
to the variance he was requesting previously. The applicant no longer plans to tear down the
garage that is currently on the site but would build the second story and roof deck on top of the
garage. The Office of Planning has sent a letter to the BZA saying that if BZA grants the requested
variances, it would support the proposed area variances. The neighbors at 1318 C St. NE oppose
the building saying that even with proposed revisions the structure would adversely affect their
light and air.
Dr. Ronneberg said the issue is complicated and it was simpler for it to be divided into two votes,
one on the space variance, which was opposed 4-3, and one on the use variances, which was
defeated 5-2. Motion: The committee moved/Dr. Ronneberg seconded a motion that the ANC send
a letter to the BZA opposing the requested zoning relief for 1303 Linden Ct. NE. The motion
passed 8-0.
Committee Resignation
Dr. Ronneberg announced the resignation of Sherrie Lawler as a member of the Committee. Ms.
Lawler said she had replaced herself with someone from her SMD who was very good. Mr. Holmes
thanked her for her service and said it was appreciated.
The report of the Committee was accepted by unanimous consent.
7. New Business
ANC Budget
Mr. Alberti presented the draft budget for FY12 and asked for comments.
Ms. Veenendaal-Selck asked about the possibility of getting out a mass mailing about the ANC and
its activities—like the brochure. Ms. Nelson said that list rentals are expensive, and she is willing
to take a look at the numbers, but the Commission has the same conversation every year. Alberti
suggested the possibility of something smaller. He said people don’t know what SMD they’re in, so
you can either provide something tailored to an SMD or a longer piece that all communities can
use.
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Mack seconded a motion to approve the ANC 6A budget for FY12 as
presented. The motion passed without objection, 8-0.
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to allocate up to $200 monthly for
transcribing of minutes, and up to $200 monthly for the preparation of the agenda package. The
motion passed without objection.
Graham Task Force
Mr. Healy reported that he has been asked by Councilmember Graham to represent ANC 6A and
serve on a Task Force that will discuss ABRA. There was no objection.
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8. Community Comment
Brittney Wright of the Mayor’s Office of Public Liaison urged everyone to participate in the Oct.
15 statehood march.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.
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ANC6A Community Outreach Committee
October 17, 2011 Minutes
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Louis Barbash, Jean Kohanek, Pat Joseph
(quorum)
Committee members absent: Mark Roy, Rose Williams, Necothia Bowens,
I.

Agenda
1. Adopted without item #4 - Consideration of grant application from Eliot-Hine PTSA. An
application has not been received, though we have been told to expect one in November.

II.

Status of ANC/COC activities
1. Funding for grant application from Cub Scout Pack 3838/Maury ES PTA was approved by
Commission at October 13 meeting.
2. The spring flowering bulbs purchased by the Capitol Hill Garden Club with funding from an
ANC 6A grant have been distributed to individuals and groups who will plant them in public
areas within ANC 6A.

III.

Discussion of bid from Capital Community News for advertising in Hill Rag and Fagon
Community Guide
1. Capital Community News submitted a bid ($3,815.00) for 12 monthly ¼ page ads in the Hill
Rag plus one ¼ page ad in the Fagon Guide. These ads would be very similar to those run
in past years. The monthly ads announce the ANC and committee meetings for the month
plus contact information for the Chair and the URL for the website – also a solicitation for
participation. Recently, they have included notice of the ABL hearings on the possibility of
a cap on liquor licenses on the H St. corridor. The Fagon Guide ad includes contact
information for all commissioners. Creation of the ads is included. The bid is only slightly
higher than the one received last year ($3,689.00).
2. There was very little discussion as the committee revisits this issue annually and there has
been little change. Ms. Nelson noted that Capital Community News (Hill Rag) has been very
cooperative about making last minute changes (when possible), gives us a preferred
location (near the ANC reports) and that the relationship runs smoothly. ANC 6A is
required to post notice of meetings and this advertising provides a means to do so (as does
the website). The question was posed, whether or not to advertise again in the Fagon
Guide but the universal sentiment was that it should be done. Committee members
attested to its popularity; given the outcry when delivery is late, folks must be using it.
The cost of the Guide ad is only $470 and, if both ads are purchased, there is a significant
discount ($1,635.00), such that it is cheaper to do both.
3. Motion: Ms. Kohanek moved that the COC recommend that ANC 6A accept the bid from
Capital Community News for 12 monthly, ¼ page ads plus one ¼ page ad in the Fagon
Guide at a cost of $3,815.00. Seconded by Mr. Barbash. Vote 4 in favor, none
opposed.
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IV.

Other items as suggested by committee members
1. There was a brief discussion of advertising in The Hill Is Home. ANC 6A ran an ad for three
months. Committee members felt that there wasn’t sufficient evidence to demonstrate
that it was worthwhile to continue at this time but may revisit the issue later.
2. There was an even briefer discussion of the proposal from last year to attempt advertising
in the Washington Informer. While funding was approved, ads were never purchased
because it was too unwieldy to work out the details.
3. At the October ANC meeting, Commissioner Veenendaal-Selck inquired about additional
means of advertising. The Community Outreach committee continues to believe that the
ANC flyer is the best means of addressing those concerns. When redistricting is settled
(and the borders known) the committee will begin work on a new edition.

V.

The next meeting of the COC will take place Monday, November 21, at 7:30 p.m. at 1235 C
St. NE

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee
ANC 6A
October 18, 2011
Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee (“Committee”) of
ANC6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm on October 18, 2011 at the Sherwood Recreation Center, 640
10th Street, NE Washington, DC 20002.
Committee Members Present: Adam Healy, Katy Thomas, Michael Herman and Anne Marie Koshuta
Committee Members Absent: None
Commissioners Present: David Holmes, Drew Ronneberg, and Sharee Lawler
I. Call to Order
Chairman Healy called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. The meeting having been duly convened was
ready to proceed with business.
II. Community Input on Possible Alcohol License Cap
Mr. Healy explained that this meeting was the second in a series of three planned meetings for the ANC
to consider a possible cap on the number of alcohol licenses on H St. NE. He then proceeded to give a
brief summary of the informational meeting held on September 20 in which the director of the Alcohol
Beverage Regulatory Administration and two ANCs from other parts of the District offered their
perspectives on how a cap works and the pros and cons of such.
In order to give everyone an opportunity to speak, a two minute time limit was imposed on each speaker
until everyone had an opportunity to speak at least once. Several community members attended the
meeting and gave their thoughts on a possible cap and how they want H Street to redevelop.
The significant majority of those in attendance were not supportive of a cap on alcohol licenses on H
Street because they thought it was premature. There was a lot of talk about the desire for a mix of retail
stores in the neighborhood but concern that a cap was not the way to try to achieve that goal at this
time. There were concerns raised about parking difficulties, noisy patrons leaving establishments and
disturbing residential blocks late at night, and the lack of restaurants where parents could take their
children for dinner.
III. Next Steps
Mr. Healy thanked everyone for coming and participating in this and the last cap meeting. He was very
pleased with the community involvement and interest in the discussion. He said the meetings gave a lot
of information for the committee to consider at the next meeting. He hopes to have a proposal for
consideration available to the public a week before the next meeting.
IV. Adjourn
The Committee adjourned at 8:45 pm. The next meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2011 at 7 pm at Sherwood
Recreation Center.
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ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)
October 17, 2011

I. Commissioner Nick Alberti and Committee Chair Omar Mahmud were in attendance.
II. New Business
A. Proposed Removal of No Parking Signs in Front of 525 9th Street NE and 1341 Maryland
Avenue NE
i. This item was tabled since proponents of the proposal were not in attendance.

B. Performance Parking Discussion to Follow up with Damon Harvey of DDOT
i. Mr. Mahmud discussed this matter with Mr. Harvey prior to the meeting. Mr.
Harvey informed Mr. Mahmud DDOT is looking to roll out Performance Parking along
H Street in December. Mr. Harvey advised Mr. Mahmud to gather ANC
representatives and others from the community to meet with him to discuss
formation of a Community Advisory Group. The Community Advisory Group will be
tasked with advising DDOT on community concerns regarding Performance Parking
including boundaries, rate structure and use of revenue. Commissioner Alberti and
Mr. Mahmud discussed inviting ANC 6C to the initial meeting with Mr. Harvey.

C. Update Regarding Next Proposed Streetcar Forum
i. This item was tabled given there was no update at the time.

III. Next meeting – 7pm, Nov. 21, 2011
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Report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee of ANC 6A
October 19, 2011
Present: Members: Phil Toomajian, Dan Golden, Missy Boyette, Laura Gentile, Charmaine Josiah
Commissioners: Drew Ronneberg, David Holmes
Drew Ronneberg chaired the meeting.
Community Comment
There were no community comments.
Status Reports
Resolution of Previously Heard BZA/HPA Cases: Drew Ronneberg stated that the ANC approved the
Committee's support of the BZA Application for an easement at 1309-1311 H St. NE at the ANC6A's
September meeting. BZA case #18243, a special exception to construct a free-standing garage addition at
1231 F St. NE was approved by the BZA by a 5-0-0 vote. BZA case #18254 (1303 Linden Ct. NE), which was
opposed by the ED&Z Committee, recently received support by CHRS. Drew Ronneberg added an update
on 701 10th St., a project where the ED&Z Committee asked for the owner to submit a variance to
remove the curb cut. The application has been resubmitted, and the case will come up in February 2012.
Vacant Properties: Phil Toomajian reported that new windows and doors have been installed at the
house at 1000 C St. NE. The home is still available for purchase through DC tax sale.
Zoning Regulations Rewrite: None
H Street Business Liaison Report: Charmaine Josiah reported that Digital Capital Week, a week-long
festival celebrating the arts, technology and community, is coming up next month. The H Street Parlour
will serve as a community space for this event. From Nov. 5-6, 1629 L St. will be activated with fashion
installations and performance art. From Nov. 6-11, at the corner of 5th & H, the space upstairs from the
new bar will be open for a meet and greet, starting on Monday evening. Anyone interested in attending
or promoting the event should check out the website as well as blogs such as H Street Great Street and
Frozen Tropics.
Old Business
None.
New Business
BZA #18290 (1414 A St. NE): The owners are seeking a special exception to allow additions to an
existing one-family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the lot occupancy (section 403)
requirements in the R-4 District. The owners were present to discuss the project. The lot occupancy
proposed is above 60% but below 70%. The owners stated that they have spoken to their neighbors and
have received positive feedback; however, they do not yet have letters of support. The owners described
the project as meeting the Standard of Proof in that there is no substantial effect on light/air for the
neighboring properties (no side windows, and the architect performed light/shadow studies).
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No neighbors were present.
The Committee voted 6-0-0 to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA supporting the grant of
the variances. The vote will be presented to the full ANC during the November meeting. Drew Ronneberg
did ask that the owners present letters of support from neighbors at that time or prior to the November
meeting.
Recommendation: The ANC write a letter to the BZA supporting the variance relief requested by BZA
#18290 (1414 A St NE).
1113-1117 H St. NE: Stan Wall, of Wall Development, and architect Ron Schneck, of Square 134
Architects, made a presentation to the Committee regarding updated plans for the proposed
residential/retail building. The project was initially presented to the ED&Z Committee in September, and
following this meeting, the ED&Z Committee submitted comments on the proposed design for the
architect and developer's consideration and response.
The architect reviewed the responses. Regarding the building massing, the architect explained that the
massing has not changed and that the building is matter of right. Regarding the building's context, Mr.
Schneck stated that the building's design is intended to be unique. Regarding emphasis on verticality, Mr.
Schneck responded that the slot windows on the front façade, as well as the residential windows on the
east half of the front façade, provide a vertical reading. The east and west halves of the H St. façade are
intended to be separate in order to mitigate the size and scale of the façade. The Committee had
requested that the elevation's design preserve symmetry; Mr. Schneck stated that the composition is
balanced but not symmetrical. Drew Ronneberg requested consistent window patterns within each half of
the façade, and stated that the square windows on the western half of the H Street façade should be
vertical. Additionally, the Committee had requested further consideration of the articulation of the
top/middle/bottom of the façade. Mr. Schneck responded by stating that the materiality of the façade
will consist of stone at the base, brick at the middle (east half), and a terracotta system at the middle
(west half). The terra cotta system would be similar to the façade system that was used for the new
DCRA office building in SW DC. The Committee still felt that the top of the building was not yet
successfully articulated, and that the top portion of the west half of the H St. façade has a tall, blank
appearance above the uppermost window, and that this causes the window to seem squat. Mr. Schneck
stated that there is a building at 14th & C Sts. NE with a similar treatment to that at the top of the
western half of the H St. façade of the proposed building. The architect did enhance the reading of the
14' tall retail ground floor by providing a signage band above the retail storefront. The architect also
reduced the hierarchical importance of the residential entry on the H St. façade by pulling the entry
canopy down (and Mr. Schneck believes it should come down further).
The architect described some of the additional material considerations for the building that are shown in
the revised rendering. The side balconies did not change; however, the brick now extends to this area. A
sunshade has been added above the door at the top balcony, on the west facade. The west elevation is
anticipated to be EIFS or stucco, with color bands similar in color/tone to the brick. It is intended that
the brick will run along the west elevation as it wraps this corner for one bay's width. Mr. Schneck also
stated that the material at the top of the eastern half of the H St. façade is intended to be EIFS. Missy
Boyette requested that the architect not use EIFS on the H St. façade.
The developer stated that the architect is currently finishing the Design Development phase and will
begin Construction Documentation next month. Ground-breaking is anticipated in June 2012. Drew
Ronneberg stated that he had hoped that the architect would derive some inspiration from consistency as
the building responds to its context. The developer responded by stating that the proposed building at
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1350 Maryland Ave. and a new development on Bladensburg Rd. show a similar language. Drew Ronneberg
suggested that the architect look at the buildings on the north side of the 1300 block of H St., next to the
Evolve building.
The Committee inquired as to what would happen to the balconies at the west façade of the building if
the property to the west were to be developed to a height similar to the subject property. The architect
responded that the balconies would still function.
In response to next steps, the developer again stressed that the Construction Document phase is quickly
approaching and explained that he will consider another round of comments, which the Committee will
submit in writing, per Mr. Wall's request, within the week. Drew Ronneberg requested electronic copies
of the revised renderings. Mr. Wall stated that there will be no major changes/adjustments made to the
project at this point. He did agree that he will consider revising the materials on the façade (specifically,
alternates for EIFS); he will look at making the H St. façade more symmetrical; and he will consider
simplifying the palette of materials and colors so that the facades do not look “busy”.
Additional Community Comment
Sherwood Rec Center clean-up/bulb planting will take place this Saturday at 10am.
Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting:
Wednesday, November 16, 2011
7-9 PM
640 10th St. NE
Sherwood Recreation Center, 2nd Floor
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November XX, 2011
Mr. Clifford Moy
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustments
Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 210S
Washington, DC 20001
RE: BZA Case 18290 (1414 A St NE)
Dear Mr. Moy,
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on November 10, 2011, our Commission voted XX-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the applicant’s request for a special
exception under §223.1 from the lot occupancy of §403 in the above referenced application.
The Commission supports the request for a special exception because the proposed addition will not
unduly impact the light, air, privacy and of adjacent properties and will not intrude upon the character,
scale and pattern of houses along the street frontage. In addition, the Commission notes that the owner
of both adjacent properties has written a letter of support for the application.
Please be advised that David Holmes and Drew Ronneberg are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for
the purposed of this case. Commissioner Ronneberg can be reached by phone at 202 431-4305 or by
email at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com.
On behalf of the Commission,

David Holmes
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

1

ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoo.com listserve and through print advertisements in
the Hill Rag.
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November 11, 2011
Jesus Aguirre, Director
District Department of Parks and Recreation
3149 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20010
Dear Director Aguirre:
At a regularly schedule and properly noticed meeting on November 10, 2011, the Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 6A voted (X-X-X) to send this letter requesting that the District Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) remove the overgrown shrubs located at a small DPR park at the corner of 8th/K/West
Virginia NE.
The Commission appreciates the willingness of DPR to work with residents in the area that are working on
plans to beautify this green space. The removal of these shrubs will allow residents, after consultation
with DPR, to begin beautification efforts early next spring.
Commissioner Adam Healy is authorized to represent the Commission regarding this matter. He may be
reached at 202.556.0215 or healyanc6a01@gmail.com.
On behalf of the Commission,

David Holmes, Chair
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November 10, 2011
Jesus Aguirre
Director, DC Department of Parks and Recreation
3149 16th Street NW
Washington, DC 20010
Re:

Sherwood Recreation Center

Dear Director Aguirre:
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on November 10, 2011, our Commission voted
unanimously to support extending the fencing at the Recreation Center to include the large tree at the
corner of 10th & G Streets NE within the protected park area.
The Commission appreciates that while DPR will take steps to avoid damaging the tree in adjusting the
fence, it cannot eliminate the possible risks to the tree and write to confirm that we believe the benefits
well outweigh the risk involved here. We understand that regardless of what happens with this particular
tree that the neighbors who volunteer at Sherwood will work closely with DPR to ensure that there is a
wide array of healthy tree, bushes, and flowers on its park grounds.
Thank you for your assistance in addressing this matter.
On behalf of the Commission,

David Holmes
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
cc:

Derek Schultz, Department of Parks and Recreation
Sherwood Recreation Center Manager Raphael Marshall
Councilmember Tommy Wells
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November XX, 2011
Mr. Clifford Moy
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustments
Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 210S
Washington, DC 20001
RE: BZA Case 18314 (701 10th St NE)
Dear Mr. Moy,
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting2 on November 10, 2011, our Commission voted XX-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the applicant’s request for a variance from
the minimum on-site parking requirement of §2101.1 to permit a 2-unit flat without off-street parking.
This case is of great interest to ANC 6A, which has been appealing the improperly permitted curb-cut
since it was constructed at the site in 2006. The previous owner exploited communication breakdowns
between DCRA and DDOT to construct the curbcut and driveway after the flat was constructed. This
occurred because DCRA issued permits to construct a 2-unit flat based on the previous owner’s false
representations which showed a curbcut and driveway in the site plans when none in fact existed. As a
result, a flat without on-site parking was constructed at 701 10th St NE without obtaining the necessary
variance from §2101.1. The original previous owner later applied to DDOT for a public space permit
based on the fact that they could not get a Certificate of Occupancy without on-site parking.

Our ANC strongly opposed DDOT’s decision to issue a public space permit for a curbcut and driveway
because it violated many of DDOT’s own guidelines, which require curb cuts be in the public interest and
comply with the technical requirements of the DDOT Design and Engineering Manual. The ANC has
requested that the case heard by DDOT’s Public Space Committee – a request that has been verbally
granted by two DDOT Directors, but has not yet been placed on the PSC’s agenda.
In addition, our ANC has successfully advocated for language through the Zoning Regulations Rewrite to
require that proof of public space permits for all curbcuts and driveways be provided to the Zoning
Administrator prior to building permits being issued.
The Commission believes that a variance is justified in this case because of the project meets the three
tests specified in § 3103.2. First, the site has unusual circumstances because it lacks alley access.
Second, the owners faces economic hardship if the DDOT revokes its public space permit for the curbcut
because the owner would need to convert the building to a single family dwelling in order to comply with
the parking requirements of §2101.1. Finally, the intent of §2101.1 is to reduce demand for on-street
parking by requiring dwelling to provide off-street parking. However, in this case, the curbcut eliminates
three legal on-street parking spaces while the development is providing only two off-street parking
space. Providing a parking variance in this circumstance will not impair the intent of the Zoning
Regulations and will further the 2006 Comprehensive Plan’s goal to “…minimize the number of curb cuts
in new developments. Curb cuts and multiple vehicle access points break-up the sidewalk, reduce
pedestrian safety, and detract from pedestrian-oriented retail and residential areas. (Policy T-1.2.3)”

2
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Finally, the ANC would like to acknowledge RedShift, LLC’s efforts to fix the problems created by the
previous owner by submitting this BZA application.
Please be advised that David Holmes and Drew Ronneberg are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for
the purposed of this case. Commissioner Ronneberg can be reached by phone at 202-431-4305 or by
email at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com.
On behalf of the Commission,

David Holmes
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
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Dear Director Terry Bellamy:
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on November 10, 2011, our Commission voted to
request the District Department of Transportation to change the current designation of the street parking
in front of 1308 H Street, NE, as a loading zone to metered parking.
A loading zone sign was erected in front of 1308 H Street, NE, following the completion of the street car
construction on thirteen hundred block of H Street. Capitol Dry Cleaners is located at 1308 H Street and
neither it nor any other nearby business has a use for a loading zone. Capitol Cleaners as well as nearby
restaurants would benefit if the current loading zone was change to metered parking.
Thank you for your assistance in addressing this matter.
On behalf of the Commission,

David Holmes
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
cc:

Eulois Cleckley
Manager of State and Metropolitan Planning
District Department of Transportation
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