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7:00 pm Call to order 
Call of the roll and announce the presence of a quorum 
Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes, Adopt Agenda 

 
7:05 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
   
7:15 pm Community Presentation 
 Pepco-Exelon Merger - Mr. Robert Robinson, Grid 2.0 Working Group 

  
7:25 pm Officer Reports: 

Chair  
Vice-Chair  
Secretary  
Treasurer  
1. Approve Treasurer’s Report  

 
7:35 pm Standing Committee Reports: 
  Community Outreach (COC) 

1. Approve November 2014 committee report and December 1, 2014 special meeting 
report. 

2. Recommendation: The COC recommends that ANC 6A approve the following 
changes to the administration of the ANC 6A Grants Program: 
a. Keep the current grant application cycle, with smaller grants considered 

monthly and larger grants considered twice a year.   
b. Publicizing grant opportunities: Commissioners will be asked to reach out to 

eligible organizations operating within their SMDs.  A reference to the 
availability of grants will be added to the ANC’s regular advertising.   

c. A cover sheet to the grant application with additional instructions would be 
helpful to potential applicants and will be developed if approved by the 
commission.   

d. Future grant applicants will be asked to provide a brief report, “statement of 
compliance”, upon conclusion of the project.   

e. The ANC will continue to require a representative of the organization 
requesting a grant to attend both the ANC and the COC meetings.  If the 
applicant fails to appear at two (2) consecutive ANC meetings, they will be 
expected to reapply. 

f. The ANC will require that grant applicants be locally-based organizations.   
3. Recommendation: The COC recommends that ANC 6A accept the best proposal (as 

evaluated by the Committee) submitted in response to the RFP for website 
conversion.  The proposal selected for recommendation was submitted by Max 
Kukoy. 

4. Confirm the appointment of Dana Wyckoff as a member of the COC (nominated by 
Calvin Ward). 

5. Confirm the appointment of Raphael Marshall as a member of the COC (nominated 
by Sondra Phillips-Gilbert). 
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6. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, December 15, 2014 (3rd Monday) 
 

7:55 pm Alcohol Beverage Licensing (ABL) 
1. Committee did not meet in November 2014. 
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, December 16, 2014 (3rd Tuesday) 

 
8:00 pm Transportation and Public Space Committee (TPS) 

1. Approve November 2014 committee report. 

2. Recommendation:  ANC 6A send a letter of support for the Capitol Hill Classic Race 
pending receipt of information regarding engagement with churches on the course 
and race logistics.  

3. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, December 15, 2014 (3rd Monday) 
 
8:05 pm Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ) 

1. Approve November 2014 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC write a letter to BZA regarding the requested zoning relief 

for 1401 H Street NE (BZA Case No. 18891): 1) in support of the requested 
variances from lot occupancy and on-site parking, provided that there be 
covenants recorded in the District land records for each unit stating that it is not 
eligible for RPP, that the by-laws for the homeowner's association provide for an 
enforcement mechanism should any homeowner obtain RPP, and that a separate 
covenant be recorded in the District land records providing that this by-law 
provision may not be amended or removed; 2) in support of the requested special 
exception necessary because of the size of the lot in the H Street overlay; and 3) 
in opposition to the requested variance from the floor-to-area ratio (FAR) 
requirements. 

3. Recommendation:  ANC write a letter of support to BZA regarding the requested 
relief from the on-site parking requirements for 1251 F Street NE (BZA Case No. 
18893). 

4. Recommendation: ANC continue to support its pending application before the 
Zoning Commission for the re-zoning of the northwest portion of Square 1070 
(bounded by East Capitol Street, Fifteenth (15th) Street, A Street, and Sixteenth 
(16th) Street NE) from commercial to residential (R-4). 

5. Recommendation: ANC write a letter to the Zoning Commission in connection with 
its upcoming hearing (ZC Case 14-11) to consider amendments to the Zoning Code: 
1) in support of the proposal to reduce maximum building height in the R-4 district 
from 40' to 35', with 40' permitted by special exception; 2) in support of the 
proposal to amend the definition of "mezzanine" to state that a mezzanine shall be 
counted as a "story"; 3) in support of the proposal to reduce the permitted height 
of a roof structure from 18' to 10'; and 4) to no longer permit by right and to 
require a special exception for the conversion of an R-4 structure to an apartment 
house (provided there is at least 900 square feet of lot size for each unit in the 
apartment house). 
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6. Recommendation: ANC take no action on the request for an extension of the 

variance from the lot size and lot width requirements previously granted for 257 
Warren Street NE. 

7. Overview and Update of ZC 14-20 – The application for the rezoning of Square 
1070.  The ANC will take public input on the application. 
Motion: Designate Commissioner Calvin Ward, Commissioner Nick Alberti and Todd 
Sperry as the representatives of the ANC for this matter, as well as the ANC Chair 
and Vice-Chair.    
Motion: Write a letter to DCRA asking that they suspend, until the ZC rules, the 
processing of any permit applications for properties affected by the rezoning 
application, other than those for construction that complies with R-4 matter of 
right uses.   

8. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, December 17, 2014 (3rd Wednesday) 
 
8:30 pm New Business 
     
8:35 pm Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 
 
8:55 pm Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each) 
 
9:00 pm Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Minutes 

Miner Elementary School 
November 13, 2014 

 
Present: Commissioners Nick Alberti, Andrew Hysell, J. Omar Mahmud, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Calvin 

Ward, Chris Ward and Jay Williams. 
Absent: Commissioner Gloria Nauden 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:00 pm.  
 
 1. Minutes 

The October 2014 minutes were accepted without objection. 
 
 2. Agenda 

The agenda for the November 2014 was accepted without additions or changes, and with no 
objections. 
 

 3. Community Presentations 
Demolition of the Benning Road Pepco Power Plant 
Former ANC Commissioner David Holmes gave a brief review of the current major demolition of the 
Pepco power plant on Benning Road NE and the planned demolition of remaining buildings by 
implosion in mid-December 2014.  The implosion, which will occur in the early morning to minimize 
traffic disruption, will be a one-time event followed by traditional demolition of the buildings that 
will be completed in late March 2015. 

Anacostia River Sediment Project Update 
Sharon Cooke and Richard Jackson of the DC Department of the Environment presented an update on 
the ongoing long-term project to sample the sediment levels and fish in the Anacostia River as the 
preliminary phase in identifying and then removing sediment and contaminants and clean the river.  
More information can be accessed at richard.jackson2@dc.gov.  

 4. Officers Reports 
Chair 
Mr. Alberti reported that last April, the Commission had voted to request the rezoning of Square 
1070.  He has submitted an application for a proposed map amendment to the Zoning Commission 
(ZC).  The Economic Development and Zoning Committee will be discussed the application and take 
public comments at the next Committee meeting.  He pointed out that the Square is in Calvin Ward’s 
Single Member District (SMD) and he would be working with him on the issue. 

Vice Chair 
Mr. Mahmud pointed out that the ANC had a lot of work to do, and that a lot of the slack being left by 
Mr. Alberti and Ms. Nelson will have to be picked up 

Treasurer’s Report  
Mr.  Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report at the request of Mr. Mahmud. He reported that the 
opening balance in the checking account was $19,766.00 and the savings account balance was 
$13,719.64. There was a Quarterly District allotment of $4,584.40, a remainder of a second quarterly 
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allotment of $378.36, and an interest deposit of $0.23 to the savings account. There were 
disbursements of $229.00 to FedEx Office for August 2014 expenses (Check #1667); $180.00 to 
Roberta Weiner for transcription of the October 2014 minutes (Check #1671); $200.00 to Irene 
Dworakowski for the October 2014 agenda package (Check #1672); $14.25 to Jay Williams for ANC-
approved transportation (Check #1673); and $274.89 to FedEx Office for October expenses (Check 
#1674), leaving a balance of $22,315.77 in the checking account, and $13,719.67 in the savings 
account.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion to accept the disbursements. The motion 
passed 6-1-0, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition.  

Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
presented.  The motion passed 6-1-0, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition. 

5. Committee Reports 
Community Outreach 
The report of the committee was accepted without objection. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s 
recommendation to send thank you notes to organizations providing meeting space for ANC 6A.  The 
motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Motion:  The Committee moved/Mr. Chris Ward seconded a motion that the full ANC approve the 
Committee’s recommendation that it move www/anc6a.com to a content management system and 
commit funds to do so.  Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert suggested that the discussion be postponed until the new 
ANC was seated, but several Commissioners felt that the process should start now, that it would not 
be completed until the new Commission was sworn in, and that it was a time-consuming process that 
will required a great deal of work from Ms. Nelson who will be phasing out her involvement after 
January 1, 2015.  Mr. Alberti said there was $7,500.00 in the budget for website 
development/maintenance work. The motion passed 6-1-0, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert in opposition.  

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection.  

There were a number of license renewals and license changes on which the Committee took no action 
and recommended that the Commission do the same: Class B renewals for 1101 Convenience Mart 
(1101 H Street NE; The Cupboard (1304 East Capitol Street NE); Economy Market (1804 D Street NE); 
and Me & My Super Market (1111 H Street NE).  The Committee asked that the ANC not protest 
requested changes in entertainment hours and the addition of Sunday hours for RedRocks (1348 H 
Street NE).  

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion that the ANC take no action on the 
addition of an entertainment endorsement to the license of Impala Cantina and Taqueria (1358 H 
Street NE) and the ANC send a letter of support to Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration 
(ABRA) in support of a stipulated endorsement.  The motion passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert 
abstaining and Mr. Alberti recused. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Hysell seconded a motion to protest the license application of 
Pizza Parts and Service (1320 H Street NE) unless there is a signed settlement agreement between the 
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two parties prior to the ABRA protest deadline, and authorize the Chair and Co-Chair of the ABL 
Committee to represent the ANC in this matter. The motion passed 5-0-1, with Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert 
abstaining and Mr. Alberti recused. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion to consider and approve the 
nomination of Christopher Seagle as co-chair of the ABL Committee.  The motion passed 6-0-1, with 
Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert abstaining. 

Transportation and Public Space 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection.  

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s 
recommendation to send a letter of support to the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) 
asking that they evaluate traffic and safety at the intersections of Fourteenth (14th) Street and 
Tennessee Avenue NE, Tennessee Avenue and F Street NE, Tennessee Avenue and E Street NE, and 
Tennessee Avenue and Fifteenth (15th) Street NE and that the ANC would support stop signs for those 
directions that do not already have them, and additional signage such as “Cross Traffic Does Not 
Stop.”  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Mahmud seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s 
recommendation to send a letter to the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) in support of a 
resident petition requesting traffic-calming analysis and improvements in the 800 block of Seventh 
(7th) Street NE. The motion passed unanimously, 7-0. 

Economic Development and Zoning 
The report of the Committee was accepted without objection.  

1802 D Street NE 
Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion requesting that the full ANC adopt the 
Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of support to the Bureau of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) 
for a variance for 1802 D Street NE from off-street parking, provided that the applicant, who will be 
operating a daycare business at the location, agree to ensure that cars will not idle or double park 
outside; that on-street parking will occur in legal spaces only; that the alley will not be blocked by 
cars; that children’s hands be held when crossing the street; and that the applicant approach the ANC 
to discuss additional restrictions should more than eight (8) children or employees regularly arrive or 
depart by car.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0. 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the detailed H Street signage 
guidelines developed by the Committee.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0. 

Motion: Mr. Mahmud moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC write a letter of support to 
the Zoning Commission in support of Gallaudet University’s planned construction of a replacement 
dormitory at the north end of their campus.  This motion, through an oversight, was not considered 
by the Committee.  In view of the support expressed by the Committee in response to Gallaudet’s 
presentation, the motion was passed unanimously, 7-0. 

Committee Chair Dan Golden announced that longtime Committee member Charmaine Josiah was 
leaving the Committee because she is moving.  Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert made a motion to send a 
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letter thanking Ms. Josiah for her diligent work on the Committee and valuable contributions to the 
ANC. The motion passed 7-0. 

 6. New Business 
Advertising in Hill Rag and Fagon Community Guide 
 
Motion: Mr., Alberti moved/Mr. Williams seconded a motion to authorize advertisements for meetings 
in the Hill Rag and the annual Fagon Community Guide, as in years past.  Commissioner Phillips-
Gilbert expressed concern that a discussion of how best to advertise ANC meetings was not held prior 
to this motion.  It was pointed out that the Community Outreach Committee had previously had 
extensive discussions about different publications and concluded that the Hill Rag was most cost-
effective.  The motion passed 6-1, with Mrs. Philips-Gilbert in opposition. 
 

 7. Single Member District Reports 
Mr. Calvin Ward first thanked Mr. Alberti and Ms. Nelson for their contributions to the community and 
the ANC. He also reported that he has crime issues on Sixteenth (16th), Seventeenth (17th), E and F 
Streets NE, and there has been an increase in police presence in the neighborhood.  He said he is 
having a community meeting with the police. 
 
Mr. Hysell congratulated the winner of the race for his seat, from which he is retiring. 
 
Mrs. Phillips-Gilbert reported that there was a meeting with the two Public Charter Schools vying for 
the use of Gibbs Elementary School. Friendship Charter School proposes to establish an Adult 
Education and Vocational Education Program while the other charter school proposes to establish a 
boarding school at that location.   
 
She announced that a coat drive is being conducted at the Rosedale Library.  She also mentioned that 
she took 25 members of her community to the Kennedy Center to enjoy a Halloween program. 
 
Mr. Williams congratulated Patrick Malone, who was elected to the SMD which he currently 
represents. 
 
Mr. Mahmud enthused about the fact that Capitol Towers, now renovated, had welcomed him back to 
the building for the Transportation and Public Space Committee and his SMD meetings. 

Mr. Chris Ward reported that he is working with Scott Price, whose SMD adjoins his in ANC 6C, 
regarding homeless people camping at the 7-11 Convenience Store at Eighth (8th) and D Streets NE and 
other issues in that immediate neighborhood. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm. 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A Community Outreach Committee (COC) 
November 17, 2014 Minutes 
Maury Elementary School (ES), 1250 Constitution Avenue NE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Jean Kohanek, Gladys Mack, Shirley Worthy, 
Louis Barbash, Maurice Cook (quorum) 
Committee members absent: Roni Hollmon, Pat Joseph 
Commissioners present: Sondra Phillips-Gilbert 
Community members present: Joyce West, Hannah Lewis, Dana Wyckoff,  
 
I. Agenda 

Adopted.   
 
II. Ms. Nelson reported on ANC/COC activities:  

1. At the November 2014 ANC 6A meeting, the Commissioners voted to accept the 
recommendation to send thank-you notes to organizations that provide meeting space for 
ANC 6A activities.   

2. The Commissioners also voted to accept the recommendation that a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) be circulated to identify a vendor to move www.anc6a.org to a content 
management system and committing funds to do so. Ms. Nelson sent the RFP to all the 
commissioners so that they could share with anyone they know who does this type of 
work. At least four (4) potential contractors have been contacted. The closing date is 
November 26, 2014.  Ms. Nelson will forward all responses to the COC members as soon as 
they are received.  A meeting will be scheduled on December 1st, 2nd or 3rd (depending on 
availability of meeting space) to review and discuss the proposals. The expectation is that 
a recommendation will be ready for the commissioners to consider at their December 
meeting. 

3. Ms. Nelson has been contacted by a potential grant applicant and anticipates that an 
application will be receive in early December, necessitating that the regular COC meeting 
be held on the 3rd Monday, as scheduled.  If the grant application is not received, it is 
likely that the meeting will be canceled. 

 
III. Ms. Nelson introduced a summary of suggestions and comments with respect to possible 

changes to the administration of the grants program that reflects the discussions that took 
place at the September and October 2014 COC meetings. For the convenience of the 
commissioners, all recommendations, with the votes, appear at the end of this section. 

 
Notes about the discussion: 
1. Ms. Mack asked why the COC was continuing to discuss modifications to the grants 

program when new commissioners will be in office in January 2015.  Ms. Nelson replied 
that the Committee had made a commitment to completing the work for consideration in 
December 2014, that considerable time has been invested already and that the task 
should be completed as promised. Also, the commissioners and Committee can re-consider 
the recommendations in future, should they desire to do so.  

2. Re: Grant cycle. Grant funds are divided into different cycles so funds are not all depleted 
early in the fiscal year. The COC agreed that this practice should continue. 
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3. Re: Making grants or organizations other than charitable ones. Ms. Nelson noted that at 
the October 2014 COC meeting, the Members agreed that grants should be made only to 
charitable organizations (as is the current practice) rather than to for-profit enterprises.  
If grants were made to for-profit enterprises there would still be a public benefit 
requirement. Mr. Barbash disagreed, citing a theoretical case in which a local business 
might want to sponsor a youth sports team but need additional funding to be able to do 
so. 

4. Re: Publicizing the availability of grants. At the October 2014 COC meeting, the 
recommendation was made that Commissioners should make organizations that operate 
within their Single Member Districts (SMDs) aware of grant opportunities and also share 
this information with the COC for follow-up. Ms. Phillips-Gilbert said that she thought this 
would be burdensome to the Commissioners and that the COC should find other means to 
advertise. Ms. Mack, Mr. Barbash and Ms. Kohanek said that the Commissioners were in a 
good position to be aware of the organizations operating in their SMDs. Ms. Nelson said the 
intention was not to put the whole burden on the commissioners but that their outreach 
would be an important tool. At the September 2014 meeting, Ms. Phillips-Gilbert 
suggested that there be a reference included in the monthly Hill Rag advertisement; this 
suggestion was incorporated into the COC’s recommendation.  

5. Re: Grant application “cover sheet” with instructions. Ms. Worthy asked what might be 
included. Ms. Kohanek said it would include information about the application process, 
time line, statutory guidelines, reporting requirements, disbursement of funds, etc. If the 
Commissioners approve, such an instruction sheet will be created.  

6. Re: Additional reporting requirements. There is already a requirement that an accounting 
be made of funds spent within sixty (60) days.  The ANC receives a letter from each 
applicant, at the time they receive the funds, documenting the expenditure; this 
information is included in the Treasurer’s quarterly reports. There was considerable 
discussion on this point. Ms. Nelson and Ms. Kohanek expressed concern that the reporting 
would not only place a burden on the applicants but also on the ANC who would then have 
to collect the reports and make them available to the public. Mr. Barbash, Ms. Phillips-
Gilbert and Ms. Mack argued that, for accountability, the recipients of public funds should 
be required to report at least the activities that those funds had supported; and that 
organizations that spent the time and effort to apply for grants and conduct projects 
could, without excessive burden, be able to prepare at least a brief report. There was 
also a lengthy discussion of current reporting requirements and how grant funds are 
disbursed. 

7. Re: Requiring the presence of the grant applicant at the ANC meeting where the 
application is considered. Ms. Nelson noted that the presence of the grant applicant at the 
ANC meeting was at one time required by statute. However, Gottlieb Simon (Director, 
ANC Office) recently told her that the law has been changed.  The ANC may still require 
applicants to present their applications in person, if that is their policy. Ms. Nelson and 
Ms. Kohanek said that they felt the applicant should be present at the ANC meeting to 
answer questions that the Commissioners might have and that it seemed a reasonable 
request considering that the applicant is seeking funding. Ms. Phillips-Gilbert disagreed 
saying that it did not seem fair to penalize the organization if the applicant failed to 
appear. When the recommendation passed, the Committee took up the question of what 
should happen it the applicant fails to appear at two (2) ANC meetings - they should be 
required to reapply. 
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8. The current policy is to give preference to locally based organizations. At the October 
2014 COC meeting, the Members proposed that this be strengthened to require that 
organizations be locally based, as it is not feasible to ensure that the primary benefit of 
the grant will remain in the community if the organization has operations outside the 
area. Ms. Nelson cited past problems with a non-locally based organization.  It is easier 
and more tempting for an organization with multiple sites to move goods purchased with 
ANC funds to a location that does not serve ANC 6A, than it is for an organization based 
within ANC 6A. Mr. Barbash asked how this would affect organizations such as the Boy 
Scouts. Ms. Nelson pointed out that their local sponsoring organization would make the 
application.  For example, a grant was made to support a local Boy Scout troop through 
the Maury ES Parent Teacher Association (PTA). 

9. Ms. Kohanek completed the analysis of amounts and timing of past grant funding, from 
2003-2014. The information will be made available on the website. 

 
IV. Confirmation of next meeting date. 

The next regular meeting will be held Monday, December 15, 2014 at 7:00 pm at Maury 
ES, 1250 Constitution Ave NE (enter from 200 block of 13th Street). An additional meeting 
will be held the first week of December for the purpose of reviewing the responses to the 
RFP.  
 

V. Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 
 

Recommendations Regarding ANC 6A Grants Program 
 

 
1. Keep the current grant application cycle, with smaller grants considered monthly and larger 

grants considered twice a year. The way the funding is divided prevents the entire budget from 
being depleted early in the fiscal year. (7-0-0) 

 
2. Publicizing grant opportunities: Commissioners will be asked to reach out to eligible organizations 

operating within their SMDs.  A reference to the availability of grants will be added to the ANC’s 
regular advertising. The COC will investigate other means of advertising grants. (5-2-0) Cook, 
Worthy, Barbash, Nelson, Kohanek in favor; Phillips-Gilbert, Mack, opposed. 

 
3. A cover sheet to the grant application with additional instructions would be helpful to potential 

applicants and will be developed if approved by the commission. (7-0-0) 
 
4. Future grant applicants will be asked to provide a brief report, “statement of compliance”, upon 

conclusion of the project, to include proposed and completed activities and explanation of 
benefit to ANC 6A. (5-2-0) Cook, Worthy, Phillips-Gilbert, Mack, Barbash in favor; Nelson, 
Kohanek opposed. 

 
5. The ANC should continue to require a representative of the organization requesting a grant to 

attend both the ANC and the COC meetings.  (6-0-1) Cook, Worthy, Mack, Barbash, Nelson, and 
Kohanek in favor; Phillips-Gilbert did not vote. 
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6. If the applicant fails to appear at two (2) consecutive ANC meetings, they will be expected to 
reapply. (5-0-1) Cook, Mack, Barbash, Nelson, Kohanek in favor; Worthy abstaining; Phillips-
Gilbert did not vote. 

 
7. The ANC should require that grant applicants be locally-based organizations. This is to ensure 

that the primary benefit of the grant will remain in the community even if the organization has 
operations outside the area. (4-3-0) Cook, Barbash, Nelson, Kohanek in favor; Worthy, Phillips-
Gilbert, Mack, opposed. 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A Community Outreach Committee (COC) 
December 1, 2014 Minutes 
Maury Elementary School (ES), 1250 Constitution Avenue NE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Jean Kohanek, Pat Joseph, Shirley Worthy, 
Louis Barbash, Maurice Cook (quorum) 
Committee members absent: Roni Hollmon, Gladys Mack 
Commissioners present: Nick Alberti 
Community members present: Joyce West, Hannah Lewis, Dana Wyckoff, Matt Levy 
 
I. Agenda 

Adopted.   
 
II. Responses to the Request for Proposals (RFP) for website conversion 

1. Chairwoman Elizabeth Nelson opened the discussion with the following observations: 
a. There was only one response to the RFP, from Max Kukoy.  
b. Ms. Nelson is familiar with Mr. Kukoy’s work because she maintains a website that he 

redesigned and converted to Wordpress. He did an excellent job and the cost was lower 
than the other proposals for that job. His rates are comparable to those of others who 
do this type of work but he is very efficient and gets more done in an hour than 
someone else might.  Also, his support after the conversion was excellent.  He took 
responsibility for delivering a quality product and was happy to make corrections even 
to things that were noticed long after the project was finished.  He continues to make 
minor changes, when needed, at a very reasonable price and on very short notice. He 
has offered a good deal of free advice and is a pleasure to deal with. 

c. Given the number of files the ANC needs to transfer and re-link, the price Mr. Kukoy 
quotes is a fair one and it is unlikely that someone could do a quality job for less. If 
someone proposed to do it for a much lower cost, Ms. Nelson would be concerned that 
the bid was unrealistic and that we might be disappointed in the end result. She is 
confident that we would be happy with his work if the Commissioners decide to engage 
him. 

d. Although Ms. Nelson was not entirely comfortable with having only one bid, it is 
important to move forward with the conversion. She has been maintaining the website 
for almost twelve (12) years and it has become burdensome to do it without backup.  
The current structure of the website makes it nearly impossible to share responsibility. 
She is prepared to assist in the conversion and testing and to maintain the current 
website while that is being done but only if she is comfortable with the conversion 
plan, including the time-line.  She is also willing to continue to serve as alternate 
webmaster after the conversion and provide guidance, but only if a suitable primary 
webmaster is identified. If the Commissioners accept a bid at the December 2014 ANC 
meeting, it will still be at least the end of February 2015 before the conversion can be 
completed. 
  

2. Committee member Jean Kohanek said that Mr. Kukoy submitted a good proposal and that 
is was very inexpensive.  She has worked in Federal contracting and would be comfortable 
recommending acceptance of the bid.  She agreed that it was necessary to move forward 
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and did not want to delay hiring someone to do the work.  She is also familiar with Mr. 
Kukoy’s work.  She said she understood how there might be a feeling that more bids are 
needed but time is of the essence.  She also liked the approach to the conversion that Mr. 
Kukoy outlined in his proposal. 

3. Committee member Pat Joseph said she would prefer to have another bid before making a 
decision but that she would be prepared to go forward with Mr. Kukoy’s bid. 

4. Committee member Shirley Worthy said the process would appear to be fairer if there 
were more bids. 

5. Committee member Louis Barbash asked how many people were contacted.  Ms. Nelson 
contacted one.  Ms. Kohanek contacted two.  Commissioner Jay Williams solicited one or 
two.  Commissioner-elect Levy contacted one. There could be others, but at least five 
contractors were approached.  Mr. Barbash also asked if there were lots of people who 
could do the work.  Ms. Kohanek replied that there are lots of people who could do it, 
including large companies, but it would be much more expensive. She said in Federal 
contracting, the rule was to send to three and if only one bid came back, that was okay. 

6. Committee member Maurice Cook said that he thought there were two issues: 1) the 
timeline – when the work must be done; and 2) whether the opportunity to apply was 
made available. He said that if there was to be a more involved effort to get more 
applications, it would take significant planning and that would conflict with the need to 
get it done in a timely fashion. 

7. Ms. Nelson said that it was difficult to find qualified people who would want to do the 
work at a price the ANC can afford. In her past experience with soliciting proposals for 
another website, several people contacted everyone they could think of over an extended 
time and still only received two bids, one of which was unaffordable.  

8. Commissioner Alberti said that it would take a great deal of effort to generate qualified 
proposals, which would delay the conversion to an unacceptable degree. Ms. Kohanek 
asked if there was any regulation barring the ANC from accepting the bid.  Mr. Alberti said 
that there was nothing in the regulations or the by-laws that would prohibit the 
commissioners from accepting the bid.  He added that as we have a qualified applicant 
and a fair price there is no reason not to go with it. 

9. Commissioner-elect Levy said that the proposal is a good one and the price reasonable. He 
would be comfortable accepting the bid because Mr. Kukoy is known to be qualified and to 
do a good job. But he would be in favor of putting it on the official listserv to ensure that 
the ANC 6A community had been notified that of the opportunity. If no more suitable bids 
come in within a very short time, then he would want to accept Mr. Kukoy’s bid. 

10. Ms. Dana Wyckoff said that it is exhausting to maintain a website and that she agreed that 
it was important to be able to have the ability to share the work (as will be the case after 
conversion). She said that there might be freelance people willing to do maintenance on 
the website.  

11. Motion (by Nelson, seconded by Cook): That Ms. Nelson will send to the ANC6A-announce 
listserv the RFP with an updated deadline of December 5; that Ms. Kohanek and Ms. 
Nelson (who have experience with web development work) will determine which, if any, 
of the responses meet the qualifications; if no additional qualified proposals are received, 
the recommendation shall be that ANC 6A accept Mr. Kukoy’s bid.  If other qualified 
proposals are received, Ms. Kohanek and Ms. Nelson will evaluate them and submit 
their recommendation, on behalf of the Committee, to the Commissioners. Motion 
carried 6-0. 
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12. Ms. Nelson will submit the recommendation above for the agenda, which is due to be 
published on December 4, 2014. Mr. Kukoy’s proposal and the minutes will be submitted 
for the agenda package. Other qualified proposals, if any, will be forwarded for inclusion 
in the agenda package.  They will also be sent directly to the Commissioners for their 
review prior to the December 2014 ANC meeting. 
 

III. There was some discussion of ongoing maintenance of the website:  
1. Ms. Nelson has been doing all web development/maintenance of the site as a volunteer 

service. She was asked if she had made the Commissioners and Commissioners-elect aware 
that a replacement for her services was needed.  She notified all by email but has not 
heard that efforts are being made to find someone.  She will follow up.  She also offered 
to do a “freshman orientation” but has not been contacted about scheduling same. 

2. Ms. Nelson observed that new procedures will likely be needed for the new webmaster.  
For example, files are currently received for posting that don’t follow an appropriate 
naming convention and/or are not in the correct format, and the text for the hyper-links 
is not generally provided. The calendar and other items must be kept up-to-date; she does 
this without being specifically notified that it needs to be done. Anyone taking over this 
responsibility will need to be familiar with the operations of the ANC or an intermediary 
will need to be found who can oversee the process. 

3. Ms. Kohanek pointed out that, once the site is converted to Wordpress, it will be easier to 
share the responsibility and that the work can be done by a less-highly-trained person. Ms. 
Nelson cautioned that while it is easier to share responsibility, it is not a good idea to 
have too many people making updates as it can lead to damage of the site in ways that 
make it difficult to fix.  Files can also be lost. 

4. Ms. Kohanek suggested that it would be efficient and potentially cost-effective to have 
the person doing the agenda package take on this work and that it could possibly be done 
“on retainer” for a manageable fixed sum per month. Ms. Nelson agreed saying that the 
person in that position does become very familiar with the workings of the ANC.  All the 
documents and other business pass through her hands.  Ms. Nelson does not know if the 
person currently doing the work would want to take this on but she will look into it. 

 

IV. Adjourn 

The Committee adjourned at 7:54 pm. 
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 No report.  Committee did not meet in November 2014. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting 

 Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street, NE)  
November 17, 2014 

 

I. Co-chair Mahmud called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

II. Introductions  
Committee Co-Chair J. Omar Mahmud, Co-Chair Todd Sloves, members Jeff Fletcher, Lara 
Levison, and Andrea Adelman; Commissioner Nick Alberti; Kathleen Donner of Florida Avenue 
NE, George Jackson of the Capitol Hill Towers Tenant Council Association; and Jason Levine and 
Roberta Stewart with the Capitol Hill Classic race were in attendance and introduced 
themselves. 

III. Community Comment 

A. Co-Chair Mahmud yielded to community member Anthony Green of Wylie Street NE, to 
provide an update on clean-up of the alley between Wylie Street and H Street.  

i. Mr. Green provided photos of the mess in the alley and explained the effort by 
neighbors to clean up. Mr. Mahmud said he would pass information onto the District 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) to show that the community is engaged.  

ii. Asked about frequency of the clean-ups, Mr. Green said it will not be regularly done, 
but when residents feel it is needed.  

iii. Mr. Mahmud said he would ask DDOT and the Department of Public Works (DPW) to 
consider this alley for significant clean-up of sludge, oil and grease.  

iv. ANC Commissioner Nick Alberti asked if DPW did an assessment and provided tools.  Mr. 
Green said they provided some supplies but to his knowledge had not done an 
assessment.  

v. Mr. Mahmud mentioned that the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
(DCRA) is willing to engage us on strenuously ticketing violators. 

IV. New Business 

A. Presentation by organizers of the 2015 Capitol Hill Classic 10k race to be held on May 17, 
2015, and consideration of letter of support 

i. Jason Levine gave a presentation on the race, comparing it to the recent 2014 race and 
providing statistics on that event. The 2014 race raised $92,000.00 and over 4 in 10 
runners were Capitol Hill residents. The course for the 10k race will be identical to last 
year’s course.  The 3K starting line will line up with the 10K. 

ii. Streets in ANC 6A open the fastest due to rolling closures. 
iii. Two churches in ANC 6A are affected and have provided letters of support in previous 

years. The organizers will be notifying the churches this week and will ask about their 
needs as it gets closer to the event. 

iv. Mr. Mahmud asked that Capitol Hill Classic representatives follow up with ANC 6A on 
their church outreach. Mr. Levine offered to copy Mahmud on emails and letters, but 
said that they usually do not work it out with the churches in ANC 6A until a few 
months before the race. 

v. A resident asked about involving churches more; for instance, having younger church 
members man water stations. Levine said they have tried but churches on the course 
have not expressed interest. 
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vi. Mr. Mahmud said that if any of the churches have issues, he would like to hear that 
they are being addressed before providing letter of support to the race organizers. 

vii. Co-chair Mahmud moved that the Committee recommend that ANC 6A send a letter 
of support for the Capitol Hill Classic Race pending receipt of information 
regarding engagement with churches on the course and race logistics. Co-chair 
Sloves seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

B. Presentation by officials from the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) concerning 
initial results of the Florida Avenue Traffic Study and initial recommendations for road and 
sidewalk improvements in ANC 6A 

i. Gabe Onyeador, project manager for Florida Avenue, began the presentation. He said 
the project began last year and stretches the length of Florida Avenue NE from New 
York Avenue NE to Fourteenth (14th) Street NE. 

ii. The first three (3) alternatives for redesigning Florida Avenue did not address all the 
elements residents were concerned about, so DDOT came up with a fourth alternative 
as their proposal. 

iii. In the proposal, the first component is from New York Avenue to Sixth (6th) Street and 
is five (5) lanes (two (2) lanes east, two (2) lanes west, and one (1) turning lane), the 
second component is from Sixth (6th) Street to West Virginia Avenue and is four (4) 
lanes (two (2) in each direction), the third component is east of West Virginia Avenue 
and is two (2) lanes in each direction, however the curb lane on either side is a 
parking lane at all times except during that direction’s peak travel hours. During the 
AM peak (6:00 am to 9:30 am), there is no parking on north side to allow for heavier 
west-bound traffic flow, while during the PM peak (4:00 pm to 6:30 pm), there is no 
parking on the south side to allow for more east-bound traffic. In the first and second 
components of the avenue, sidewalks will be widened. In the third component east of 
West Virginia Avenue, sidewalks meet the standard and will be left alone. During the 
project’s design phase, which will begin once funding is programmed, there will be 
more opportunities for community input. In the second component, east-bound 
traffic on Florida Avenue will have a left-turn lane onto West Virginia Avenue. That is 
required based on traffic needs. 

iv. There will be bike lanes in the third component of the avenue due to lack of space. 
v. A neighbor, Mr. Goldstein, explained that at the public meeting, the consensus was 

that the community wanted more than just parking to slow traffic down. 
vi. Commissioner Nick Alberti said better timing on the signals is needed as a means of 

regulating traffic flow. He reasoned that if the lights are timed so that an individual 
moving at the proper speed can move through all intersections, it will encourage 
moving at the speed limit. 

vii. Commissioner Mahmud said that in the interim, more consistent parking signage is 
needed on Florida Avenue. The current situation is confusing and discourages parking. 

viii. Mr. Mahmud asked how DDOT knows that taking a lane down actually reduces traffic 
speeds and that it will push traffic onto other local roads. Yolanda, contractor 
working with DDOT on the project, said that the agency has a model that it uses to 
predict that.  

ix. Mr. Onyeador also said that since there is a lane reduction, it will require an 
environmental study. Mr. Alberti mentioned that DDOT needs to do a better job of 
factoring in environmental studies when it estimates project timelines. 
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x. Mr. Onyeador explained that once DDOT publishes its environmental report this 
month, they will have to put an application into the federal government on the 
environmental impact study due to changes in the historic grid, and an air quality 
study because it is a federal-aid highway. The environmental study usually takes six 
to nine (6-9 months. Applications will be filed in mid-December 2014. 

xi. Mr. Mahmud reiterated that, in the meantime, making the parking signs consistent 
will resolve some issues. 

xii. Mr. Goldstein asked that DDOT study the speeds on Florida Avenue and engage the 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) on enforcement. 

xiii. Mr. Mahmud concluded by explaining to the community that while there will not be a 
lane reduction in excess of the current peak-hour plan, there can be other traffic 
calming measures like lane narrowing, consistent signage, studies of speeds and spot 
enforcement. 

V. There was no additional community comment. 

VI. Co-chair Mahmud adjourned the meeting at 8:16 pm. 

 
 

.  
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Report of the Economic Development and Zoning (ED&Z) Committee of the Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

Sherwood Recreation Center (640 Tenth (10th) Street NE) 
November 19, 2014 

Present:  
Members: Missy Boyette, Dan Golden, Justin Thornton, Michael Hoenig,  
Commissioners: Nick Alberti, Commissioner-Elect Matt Levy 
Dan Golden chaired the meeting. 
 
The meeting convened at 7:00 pm. 
 
Community Comment 
There were no community comments at the beginning of the meeting.   
 
Status Reports 
Resolution of Previously Heard BZA/HPA Cases 
1. The ANC voted to recommend Bureau of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) approval of the request for relief 

from the parking requirement for the property at 1802 D St NE (case heard by ED&Z Committee in 
October 2014), with conditions as outlined by the Committee. 

2. The ANC voted to support Zoning Commission approval of the construction of a new dormitory at 
Gallaudet University. 

 
Other 
1. The ANC voted to approve the H Street Signage Guidelines as proposed and authored by the ED&Z 

Committee. 
2. The ANC reluctantly accepted the resignation of Charmaine Josiah from the ED&Z Committee with 

appreciation for all her hard work over the years. 
 
Old Business 
BZA 18891 (1401 F St NE):  The applicant had been seeking variances for lot occupancy, height, FAR, 
parking requirement, relief from roof structure requirements, and a special exception due to size of the 
lot in the H Street overlay.   

 The applicant clarified that the design has changed such that the height relief and the roof setback 
relief are no longer issues that will require a variance.   

 Regarding FAR, the applicant is asking for an additional FAR relief of 0.8 (previous scheme requested 
1.2). 

 Regarding parking relief, the applicant stated that they intend to provide parking on site, to offer 
money to first-time residents for use toward SmarTrip or car share accounts, and to restrict RPP and 
VPP for the entire building under a covenant tied to the property. 

 Regarding requested relief from FAR, the applicant explained that the FAR relief is driven by the 
shape of the lot, and that the uniqueness of its triangular shape creates practical difficulty.  The 
applicant stated that research has shown that most of the triangular lots in ANC6A are owned by the 
government, and that the two triangular lots that are not government-owned are zoned R-4.  The 
applicant stated that the efficiency of the floor plate is such that a typical floor plate would be 87% 
efficient, with a core factor of around 43%; in the case of this property, the core factor is being 
calculated at around 22%, with the floor plate resulting in awkward unit sizes and unit mix. 

 The revision to the plans since the previous presentation is such that the scheme has been reduced by 
one (1) unit and one (1) bedroom.  In addition, the revised structure would now occupy 92% of the lot 
on the first floor and 97% of the lot on the additional floors. 
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 Jeff Goins of PGN Architects stated that the trash for residential and commercial uses has been 
consolidated into one location, loading will occur at the existing curb site, and the building occupies 
about 44% of the open area of the land (as bound by site curbs).  Design modifications include a 
‘notch’ that has been located in the northwest (NW) corner of the building.  Additionally, the cornice 
has been defined by change in material.  The height reduction has been achieved by designing the 
structure to use post-tensioned slabs.  At the base of the building, the architect proposes to alternate 
three (3) types of masonry stones. 

 The owner described a desire to commission a local artist to install a piece of art in the public space 
adjacent to the lot.   

 Committee members provided comments.  One member inquired as to whether this property would 
qualify for Residential Parking Permits (RPP).  Applicant responded that the property owner could 
apply due to the property changing from commercial to residential use; in this case, owner would 
have to request RPP.  In addition to the covenants precluding the obtaining of RPP by each unit 
owner, the bylaws would provide that no RPP permits could be obtained by the residents (subject to a 
regular check by the condominium association and a financial penalty in the event an RPP permit had 
been obtained) and an additional covenant would preclude this provision of the bylaws from ever 
being changed.  

 Chairman Dan Golden stated that while the Committee appreciates the efforts that have been made, 
the relief from FAR remains as an issue.  Mr. Golden pointed out that 4.0 is allowed by zoning, 4.8 
with inclusionary zoning; this proposal is requesting approval for an FAR of 5.6.  He added that he still 
is not convinced as to why such a large increase in density is seen as an appropriate request.  Mr. 
Golden stated the fact that the cited necessity for the FAR variance is to some degree self-inflicted 
and a consequence of the applicant seeking approval for 100% lot occupancy (in lieu of the by-right 
amount of 75%).  In addition, because of the proposed increased lot occupancy, there would actually 
be more density by floor than is typically the case under a given FAR.  The applicant responded that 
density can be defined in many forms – number of units, height, physical feel of the lot.  Mr. Golden 
stated that parking could be an issue here; owner stated that the building contains thirty-three (33) 
residential units. 

 ANC 6A Commissioner Nick Alberti inquired as to how the H Street overlay comes into play with this 
property.  Mr. Goins stated that the building provides ground floor retail per the overlay 
requirements.  Committee member asked how many units are being provided to being the FAR from 
4.8 to 5.6.  The owner stated that this equates to five (5) units. 

 Committee member Michael Hoenig stated that he finds the parking relief issue to be a considerable 
request, in that the applicant is proposing providing zero (0) parking in lieu of the required twenty-
nine (29) spaces.  Committee member Justin Thornton clarified that, once motion(s) is/are made, the 
applicant would need to come back to the Committee for approval on items that are being denied. 
 

The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA in support of the 
proposed lot occupancy.  Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved 4:0. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA in opposition to the 
proposed FAR. Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved 3:1. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA in support of the 
proposed parking requirement variance, with provisions for covenants such that residents would not be 
allowed to obtain RPP, inclusion of a provision in the by-laws that would provide for an enforcement 
mechanism in the event a resident obtained RPP, and an additional covenant that would preclude this 
provision of the bylaws from being amended or removed.  Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved 
3:1. 
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The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA in support of the 
special exception from the H Street Overlay to allow construction of a multi-family residential building.  
Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved 4:0. 
 
New Business 
1. BZA 18883 (1251 F Street, NE):  Applicant is seeking a special exception from the on-site parking 

requirement.  The applicant’s representative stated that the existing rowhouse at 1251 F Street NE 
will be replaced with a new rowhouse and that the new structure will be matter-of-right.  He 
described that the existing site abuts five (5) parking spaces in the rear and that the requirement is 
for one (1) on-site parking space for the site. 

 
Chairman Golden stated that the rendering provided by the applicant had been circulated to the 
Committee members and that the Committee has concerns regarding the design of the new structure.  
He inquired as to whether the applicant would be willing to work with the Committee to address 
these concerns.  The applicant responded that they are concerned with aesthetics, that the house on 
the property now is ugly, and that they are open to suggestions.  The applicant requested an 
understanding of the reaction to the variance prior to addressing changes to the design.  Applicant 
did clarify that the new façade will be brick and will contain two (2) units. 
 
Mr. Golden stated that, in view of the fact that there is no way to access the property by car (access 
to the rear of the property is blocked by a number of additional lots, not owned by the applicant, 
each of which contains a garage), the applicant appears to satisfy the standard for the parking 
variance.  Prior to making a motion, it was noted that the applicant will work with the committee on 
the design prior to the December 11, 2014 ANC meeting.  It was also clarified that the applicant is no 
longer requesting variance from the open-court width requirements as stated in applicant’s 
submission to BZA.   Applicant agreed to provide an updated rendering of the building that could be 
shared with the ANC prior to its December 2014 meeting. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the BZA in support of the 
parking variance.  Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved in vote 4:0. 

 
2. ZC 14-20 (Rezoning of NW Portion of Square 1070):  Commissioner Nick Alberti explained the 

background for this case.  The issue of the current zoning of Square 1070 came to the ANC’s attention 
when questionable building construction within a property on this square led the neighbors to 
discover that the entire western portion of the square is zoned C-2-A.  This square is mostly 
residential.  The request is that the eight (8) residential properties on the north half and five (5) 
properties up to the alley (alley runs north-south) be rezoned as R-4 (the northwest (NW) corner of 
the square).  The ANC has sent a map amendment to the Zoning Commission.  They have to prove that 
the proposal is consistent with the comprehensive plan/future land use.  The Zoning Commission looks 
at whether it will make any existing conditions non-conforming; it has been determined that the 
amendment will not make any existing conditions non-conforming.  Signatures have been acquired 
from thirteen (13) of the fourteen (14) property owners.   

 
Committee member Justin Thornton inquired as to whether anyone in the area that would be rezoned 
has applied for a loan; if so, the rezoning may devalue their property if they were planning on doing 
work.  Todd Sperry, neighbor, stated that a permit application was submitted in 2013.  Mr. Thornton 
inquired as to whether attempts have been made to contact the owner of the one property who has 
not signed paperwork regarding the zoning change.  Commissioner Alberti responded that neighbors 
have sent emails and have posted notices to announce today’s meeting.  In addition, Mr. Alberti 
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personally emailed the property owner in question to advise him of the meeting.  Mr. Alberti reported 
that the comprehensive plan states a desire to transition Fifteenth (15th) Street to residential use 
(discourage commercial use), conserve residential uses, renovate housing stock and discourage tear-
down of homes.  The Office of Planning has provided comments that would appear to be consistent 
with rezoning being appropriate in this case. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC continue to support the rezoning of the 
NW portion of Square 1070 in light of the report that was submitted.  Motion was seconded.  Motion 
was approved in a vote 4:0. 

 
3. 257 Warren Street NE:  Chairman Golden explained that zoning relief from the lot size and lot width 

requirements for this property was granted two (2) years ago in conjunction with the applicant’s 
proposal to subdivide three (3) lots into two (2) properties.  At that time, the ED&Z had 
recommended that the ANC oppose the relief; the ANC, however, took no position, and the BZA 
approved the relief.  Since that time, the variance has expired, and the developer has petitioned for 
an extension due to personal health issues.   

 
Matt Levy (ANC Commissioner-Elect) stated that the community concern is related to the number of 
units, the parking variance and height.  Mr. Golden stated that, procedurally, unless there is some 
changed circumstance or other issue relating to whether there is good cause for the extension itself, 
there is no real basis to oppose the request.  In Mr. Golden’s view, it would not be appropriate to 
revisit the merits of the underlying case at this point. 
 
The Committee made a motion to take no action.  Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved in a 
vote 4:0. 

 
4. Zoning Commission Hearing on Amendments re: “Pop-Ups” and Other Density-Related Issues:  

Chairman Golden explained that the Zoning Commission is considering amending the Zoning Code to 
address “pop-ups,” which have become a hot topic in ANC6A where R-4 zoning provides forty feet 
(40’) of height as matter-of-right.  The proposal would change the height limit to thirty-five feet 
(35’), but up to 40’ with special exception.  Other proposed amendments in the Zoning Commission 
proposal would include a change to the definition of “mezzanine”, which is defined as a floor level 
that takes up less than 1/3 of the floor area and does not count as a “story”.  Currently, someone in 
the R-4 zoning district can go up to three (3) stories with an additional mezzanine at the top of the 
structure.  The proposal would change the Zoning Code to count a mezzanine as a story.  The third 
part of the proposal suggests amending the maximum permitted height of a roof structure from 
eighteen feet (18’) to ten feet (10’).  The final proposed amendment would require a special 
exception before an R-4 property may be converted to an apartment house (provided there is a 
minimum 900 square foot per unit); currently, this may be done by right. 

 
The Committee was supportive of the proposed regulations.  It was noted with regard to the building 
height and apartment house conversion provisions that they would not flatly prohibit the relief in 
question, but instead would require special-exception review, which would allow for a case-by-case 
assessment of light, air, and privacy issues.  Mr. Golden also noted that the apartment house 
conversion changes may not have much impact in ANC6A as the lot sizes are generally smaller than in 
those neighborhoods, such as Mount Pleasant, where this appears to have become a major issue. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the ZC in support of 
reducing the maximum permitted building height in the R-4 district to 35’ with 40’ permitted by 
special exception.  Motion was seconded.  Motion was approved in vote 4:0. 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Committee Reports 
Economic Development and Zoning Committee 
 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | December 2014 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 44 

 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the ZC in support of 
amending the definition of a “mezzanine” to state that it shall be counted as a story.  Motion was 
seconded.  Motion was approved in vote 4:0. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the ZC in support of 
reducing the maximum permitted height for a roof structure from 18’ to 10’.  Motion was seconded.  
Motion was approved in vote 4:0. 
 
The Committee made a motion to recommend that the ANC write a letter to the ZC in support of 
requiring a special exception for the conversion of any R-4 property to an apartment house.  Motion 
was seconded.  Motion was approved in vote 4:0 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 
Wednesday, December 17, 2014 

7:00-9:00 pm  
640 10th Street NE 

Sherwood Recreation Center, Second (2nd) Floor 
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December XX, 2014 
 
Mr. Clifford Moy 
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: BZA Case No. 18891 (1401 H Street, NE) 
 
Dear Mr. Moy, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on December 11, 2014, our Commission voted X-
X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the Applicant’s request for a variance from 
the lot occupancy requirements set forth at § 772, the off-street parking requirements (under certain 
conditions discussed below) set forth at § 2101.1, and for a special exception for new construction on a 
lot greater than 6,000 square feet in the H Street overlay under §1320.4, and to oppose the Applicant’s 
request for a variance from the floor-to-area-ratio (FAR) requirements set forth at § 771.  The applicant 
seeks the requested relief to permit the construction of a multi-family residential building with ground 
floor retail in the C-3-A/HS-A Zone District.    
 
The Commission supports granting the requested variances from the lot occupancy and off-street parking 
requirements because strict application of the above-referenced zoning requirements would result in 
peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties and hardship to the applicant and because granting the 
requested relief will not result in substantial detriment to the public good or substantially impair the 
intent, purpose, and integrity of the zoning plan.  The Commission recognizes that a variance from the 
lot occupancy requirements is appropriate in view of the unusual shape of the lot and the fact that the 
lot itself occupies a relatively small portion of the square in which it is located.  The Commission 
supports granting of the off-street parking variance only on the condition that: 1) covenants be recorded 
in the land records for each unit prohibiting the owner or resident of the unit from obtaining a residential 
parking permit; 2) the bylaws for the building prohibit any owner or resident of a unit from obtaining a 
residential parking permit, require a regular review as to whether this bylaw provision has been violated, 
and provide an enforcement mechanism in the event that it has been violated; and 3) a covenant be 
recorded in the land records that provides that this by-law provision may not be amended or removed. 
 
The Commission opposes granting the variance from the FAR requirements because the proposed FAR for 
the structure (5.6) exceeds what the Commission believes to be reasonable.  The Applicant has cited the 
unusual triangular shape of the lot in support of its request for this variance.  The Commission believes, 
however, that although the unusual shape of the lot justifies in part a variance from the lot occupancy 
requirements, it does not further justify a second variance, in this case from the FAR requirements.  
Presuming a grant of a variance from the lot-occupancy requirements, any “floor” of the structure 
already will be significantly larger than otherwise would be permitted by right.  Accordingly, even an 
incremental increase in FAR over the permitted limit of 4.8 will result in an inordinately large increase in 
the total square footage of the structure.  In addition, the Commission believes that such a significant 
departure from the permitted FAR will set an unfortunate precedent for future zoning relief requests in 
ANC6A. 
 

                                            
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com, ANC-6A and NewHillEast 

yahoogroups, on the Commission’s website, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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Finally, the Commission supports granting the special exception permitting new construction on a lot 
greater than 6,000 square feet in the H Street overlay because, in the view of the Commission, it meets 
the enumerated criteria for such relief.  Specifically, the Commission concludes that the project is 
consistent with the intent of the design requirements of § 1324 and the H Street, N.E. Strategic 
Development Plan, that the architectural design of the project enhances the urban design features of the 
immediate vicinity in which it is located, that vehicular access and egress promote safe and efficient 
pedestrian movement, that parking and traffic conditions associated with the operation of the project 
will not adversely affect adjacent or nearby residences, that noise associated with the operation of the 
project will not adversely affect adjacent or nearby residences, and that the size, type, scale, and 
location of signs will be compatible with the surrounding corridor and consistent with the design 
guidelines of the H Street, N.E. Strategic Development Plan. 
 
Please be advised that Nicholas Alberti and Andrew Hysell are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for 
the purposes of this case.  I can be contacted at 6A04@anc.dc.gov. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
Nicholas Alberti 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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December XX, 2014 
 
Mr. Clifford Moy 
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: BZA Case No. 18883 (1251 F Street, NE) 
 
Dear Mr. Moy, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting2 on December 11, 2014, our Commission voted X-
X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the Applicant’s request for a variance from 
the off-street parking requirements set forth at § 2101.1.  The Applicant seeks the variance in connection 
with planned new residential construction on the property. 
 
The Commission supports granting the requested variance because strict application of the above-
referenced zoning requirement would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties and 
hardship to the applicant and because granting the requested relief will not result in substantial 
detriment to the public good or substantially impair the intent, purpose, and integrity of the zoning plan.  
Specifically, the rear of the property is blocked by garages owned by other property owners and 
therefore has no access to the alley, making compliance with the off-street parking requirements 
impossible. 
 
Please be advised that Nicholas Alberti and Andrew Hysell are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for 
the purposes of this case.  I can be contacted at 6A04@anc.dc.gov. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
Nicholas Alberti 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
  
 
 
 
  

                                            
2  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com, ANC-6A and NewHillEast 

yahoogroups, on the Commission’s website, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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December XX, 2014 
 
Ms. Sharon Schellin 
Secretary to the Zoning Commission 
DC Office of Zoning 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 210S 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: ZC Case No. 14-11 (Proposed Zoning Amendments) 
 
Dear Ms. Schellin, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting3 on December 11, 2014, our Commission voted X-
X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to submit the following comments in support of the 
pending proposal to amend Chapters 1, 3 and 4 of the zoning regulations in the above-referenced matter, 
currently scheduled for public hearing on January 15, 2015.    
 
ANC6A is predominantly zoned R-4 and it would therefore be impacted in significant measure by the 
proposed regulations.  Although a significant portion of ANC6A is included within an historic district, 
much of the ANC is not.  For that reason, many blocks of well-preserved and historic two-story row homes 
are uniquely threatened by the regime of unregulated “pop-up” construction in place under the current 
by-right height limit of 40 feet and other provisions of the zoning code addressed by the Zoning 
Commission’s pending proposal. 
 
In view of the foregoing, ANC6A wishes to express its support for the amendments being proposed by the 
Zoning Commission.  Specifically, ANC6A supports amending the zoning code to: 1) reduce the permitted 
height of by-right construction in the R-4 district to 35 feet, with 40 feet permitted by special exception; 
2) amending the definition of “mezzanine” so that a “mezzanine” is counted as a “story”; 3) reducing the 
permitted height of by-right construction of a roof structure located on one-family detached, semi-
detached, or row dwelling or flat from 18.5 feet to 10 feet; and 4) requiring special exception relief for 
the conversion of a building or other structure existing before May 12, 1958 in the R-4 district to an 
apartment house. 
 
The Commission believes that the proposed amendments strike the correct balance by permitting the 
above-referenced construction in appropriate cases, but only after an opportunity for oversight by the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment with community input from the ANC.  
 
Please be advised that Nicholas Alberti and Andrew Hysell are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for 
the purposes of this case.  I can be contacted at 6A04@anc.dc.gov. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission, 
 
Nicholas Alberti 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
 
 

                                            
3  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com, ANC-6A and NewHillEast 

yahoogroups, on the Commission’s website, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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