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Second (2nd) Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

For those attending via Zoom: use this link: https://dc-gov.zoom.us/j/81018061384  
Call-in Number: +1 301 715 8592 

Webinar ID (access code): 810 1806 1384 
One tap mobile: +13092053325,,81018061384# 

Public Meeting - All are welcome 
 
7:00 pm Call to order 
 
7:01 pm Adoption of Agenda and Approval of Minutes 
 
7:02 pm Community Presentations 

DC Budget and other Ward 6 Topics of Interest 
Councilmember Charles Allen 

 

7:35 pm Consent Agenda                                                                                              pg. 11 

Alcohol Beverage and Cannabis (ABC) 
Recommendation: ANC 6A take no action on the renewal application of a Class C 
restaurant license with entertainment and summer garden endorsements at Granville 
Moore's Brickyard LLC, 1238 H Street NE (ABRA-072792). Commissioner Velasquez is 
appointed to represent the ANC along with the Chair and Vice Chair of the ANC to update 
the settlement agreement last signed in 2006. 
Recommendation: ANC 6A take no action on the application for a new Class C Restaurant 
license with extended holiday hours, carry out and delivery endorsements at Tapori, 600 H 
Street NE (ABRA-131196) located within ANC 6C.  
 
Community Outreach (COC)   
Recommendation: ANC 6A approve the revisions to the ANC’s Grant Application form, 
including ANC 6A coversheet, project report form, and closeout form to conform with the 
OANC guidelines for applications. 
 
Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ) 
Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to BZA to support special exceptions to 
combine five lots (2 facing H Street NE, 3 facing alley) and convert to a retail and eating 
and drinking establishment use an existing, semi-detached, mixed use building in the NMU-
4/HA and MU-4 zones at 355-1359 H Street, NE (BZA #21254). 
Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to BZA to support a special exception to 
construct a second story addition to a detached garage, in the rear of an existing, 
attached, two-story plus cellar, principal dwelling unit in the RF-1 zone at 917 
Constitution Avenue, NE (BZA #21282). 
 

7:40 pm Officer Reports                                                                                                 pg. 36 

1. Accept Treasurer’s Report 
2. Approve Fiscal Year 2025 2nd Quarter Report 

 

https://dc-gov.zoom.us/j/81018061384
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/ViewCase?case_id=21254
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/ViewCase?case_id=21282
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  Standing Committee Reports: 

7:45 pm Community Outreach (COC)                                                                        pg. 41 

1. Accept January 2025 committee report. 
2. Accept March 2025 committee report. 
3. Next meeting: April 28, 2025 (4th Monday) 

 

7:50 pm Alcohol Beverage and Cannabis (ABC)                                                         pg. 44 

1. Accept March 2025 committee report. 
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, April 22, 2025 (4th Tuesday) 

 

7:55 pm Transportation and Public Space (TPS)                                                        pg. 45 

1. Accept March 2025 committee report.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, April 21, 2025 (3rd Monday) 
 

8:00 pm Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ)                                                    pg. 50  

1. Accept March 2025 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of support to the Zoning Commission regarding 

a proposed modification to authorize fast food restaurant use within the existing 
ground floor retail space at 901 H Street NE, provided that the ANC's concerns are 
reflected in the conditions attached to any associated restaurant in connection with 
the application for the zoning change. 

3. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, April 16, 2025 (3rd Wednesday) 
 

8:20 pm New Business                                                                                                pg. 53 

 Suggested Motion: ANC 6A send a letter to the DC Council, Department of Buildings and 
Office of Tax and Revenue to request statutory and administrative remedies to what we 
believe is a serious loophole in DC’s efforts to return vacant storefronts to occupied status 
which will increase safety, tax revenues and the overall vibrancy of our City. 
 

8:40 pm Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 
 
8:50 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
 
9:00 pm Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 



Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Meeting Minutes – March 13, 2025 
 

 
 

ANC 6A Agenda Package | April 2025 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 3 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Minutes 

Zoom Meeting 
March 13, 2025 

 
Present: Commissioners Dave Wethington, Jeff Giertz, Stephen Kolb, Roberta Shapiro, and Paul Spires 
were present. Commissioners Mike Velasquez and Amber Gove were absent.  
 
The meeting convened virtually via Zoom at 7:00 pm.  
 
Commissioner Dave Wethington called the meeting to order and noted the presence of a quorum. The 
minutes for the ANC February 2025 meeting were accepted subject to any minor or technical corrections 
approved by the Secretary. Commissioner Roberta Shapiro moved and Commissioner Stephen Kolb 
seconded the motion to amend the agenda to move the item currently listed under ‘New Business’ to the 
Treasurer’s Report section. The motion passed 5-0. Commissioner Wethington moved and Commissioner 
Kolb seconded the motion that the agenda be amended to include Public Space Permit application 
#11123226 for a New Sidewalk Café Enclosed at 1001 H Street NE under ‘New Business’. The motion 
passed 5-0. The agenda as amended for the March 2025 meeting was accepted by unanimous consent.  
 
The community received meeting notice via listservs, the Hill Rag, ANC website, X, and Facebook.  
 
Community Presentations 
Zoning Regulation Change Affecting Ability to License Group Homes for Foster Youth over the Age of 
18 - Priscilla Hall, Resource Development Specialist, Office of Planning, Policy and Program Support, 
Child and Family Services Agency 
 
Ms. Priscilla Hall from Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) reviewed zoning changes affecting the 
organization, noting that CFSA is responsible for child welfare and care and placement of DC’s foster 
children. In DC, children can remain in foster care until they attain permanency, leave foster care, or 
turn 21. While in care, CFSA provides older youth opportunities to develop life skills and gain access to 
housing. CFSA petitioned before the Zoning Commission to amend the definition of a youth residential 
care home, which currently is a facility providing arrangements to those under 18 years of age. The 
proposed change would expand the definition to include those 18-20 years of age and in the care and 
custody of the CFSA or its successor agency. As the definition currently stands, CFSA housing cannot 
receive DOB Certificates of Occupancy. Expanding the definition would allow CFSA to continue licensing 
group homes for older youth and will align zoning regulations with DC law, which allows for the licensure 
of group homes for older youth. The hearing about this issue is scheduled for May 1, 2025; ANC 6A will 
consider issuing a letter of support.  
 
RiverSmart Homes (RSH) - DC's Residential Stormwater Management Program – Shannah Cumberbatch, 
RiverSmart Homes Environmental Protection Specialist, Department of 
Energy & Environment 
Ms. Shannah Cumberbatch shared information about RiverSmart Homes, DC’s stormwater management 
program under the Department of Energy and Environment since 2008. Staff from RiverSmart Homes 
assess properties and determine the best management practices to install either for free or for a small 
fee. The homeowner then gets partnered with a nonprofit organization and a contractor; the time from 
application to installation is about a year. There are five different infrastructures, from rain barrels to 
rain gardens and shade trees. The goal of the program is to reduce flooding and diminish the amount of 
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stormwater ending up in public waterways. Ms. Cumberbatch can be reached at 202-253-4489 or 
shannah.cumberbatch[at]dc.gov. 
 
Website: https://www.riversmarthomes.org/   
Sign up: https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes-application   
Maintenance for existing RSH: https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/riversmart/riversmart-
maintenance-assistance-program/  
 
Consent Agenda: 
The following items were adopted by unanimous consent: 
 
Transportation and Public Space (TPS) 

ANC 6A and ANC 6B send a joint letter to DDOT requesting a traffic study around Lincoln Park. 
 
Officer Reports:  
1. The March 2025 Treasurer’s report by Commissioner Shapiro reviewed the expenditures accrued in 

February: $846.19 for webmaster services, $300 for notetaking, and $75. The opening uncommitted 
funds available on March 1 were $20,734.68. After accounts payable and two restored allotments of 
$4,624.95 and $3,624.95, the closing available checking balance is $27,763.39. OANC has disallowed a 
2024 grant for $1,000, which resulted in the diminishment of the Q2 allotment; a motion is before the 
Commission to formally appeal this to the OANC Director. The savings account has a balance of 
$100.05. The Treasurer’s report was approved by unanimous consent. Commissioner Shapiro moved 
and Commissioner Paul Spires seconded the motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. The motion 
passed 5-0. 

2. Commissioner Shapiro moved and Commissioner Jeff Giertz seconded the motion that ANC 6A send an 
official Letter of Appeal to the Director of OANC asking for reconsideration of the denial of ANC 6A’s 
2024 grant of $1,000 to Guerilla Gardeners. The purpose of the grant was to hold a public, community 
event to plant Tulips around the periphery of Sasha Bruce House. The appeal letter should capture 
the public benefits of this grant. The motion passed 5-0.  

 
Standing Committee Reports: 
Community Outreach (COC) 
4. No report. Committee did not meet in February 2025.  
5. Next meeting: March 24, 2025 (4th Monday) 

 
Alcohol Beverage and Cannabis (ABC) 
1. No report. Committee did not meet in February 2025.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, March 25, 2025 (4th Tuesday) 

 
Transportation and Public Space (TPS) 
1. The February 2025 committee report was accepted by unanimous consent subject to any minor or 

technical corrections approved by the Secretary.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, March 17, 2025 (3rd Monday) 
 
Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ) 
1. No report. Committee did not meet in February 2025.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, March 19, 2025 (3rd Wednesday) 
 
New Business: 

mailto:shannah.cumberbatch@dc.gov
https://www.riversmarthomes.org/
https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes-application
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/riversmart/riversmart-maintenance-assistance-program/
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/riversmart/riversmart-maintenance-assistance-program/
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Commissioner Wethington moved and Commissioner Kolb seconded the motion that ANC 6A empower TPS 
Chair Bloomstine to review Public Space Permit application #11123226 for a New Sidewalk Café Enclosed 
at 1001 H Street NE and approve or submit any necessary revisions. The request was received March 11, 
2025 and the review date is March 31, 2025. The motion passed 4-0.  
 
Single Member District reports  
Commissioner Spires (6A01) reported that several businesses including Queen Vic and The Pug will have St 
Patrick’s Day celebrations. There is some vandalism on cars along I Street.  
 
Commissioner Giertz (6A04) noted that there is a new brewery coming to the 1300 block of H Street 
where H Street Country Club used to be. The Commissioner has heard complaints about an increased 
amount of litter and acknowledged that a number of neighbors are feeling impacts from actions that the 
federal government has taken in the last two months. The best way to handle this is to stand strong and 
keep fighting for the people of the city and the Commissioner encourages fellow elected representatives 
to continue doing so.  
 
Commissioner Shapiro (6A03) is happy to report that the vacant and blighted 73-unit building on 7th and F 
Streets has been purchased and is being rehabilitated to be returned to service with 73 apartments. The 
new owners have asked to come to an EDZ or ANC meeting to present their plans and have also reached 
out to neighbors for them to have a contact throughout the construction process.  
 
Commissioner Kolb (6A07) stated that there is an application to open a medical cannabis dispensary at 
313 8th Street NE but after much back-and-forth on the application and protests, the establishment no 
longer has standing in this case.  
 
Commissioner Dave Wethington (6A05) reported a delay in the permit evaluation for Kingsman Dog Park 
renovations and that DC Water is filling in several manholes around 13th Street. The Commissioner echoed 
concerns about potential upcoming budget cuts.  
 
Community Comment 
Ms. Jen DeMayo from Councilmember Allen’s office reported that Congress is poised to cut $1.1B of DC’s 
local funding as DC is being treated like a federal agency and being held to FY24 spending. This would 
have a very serious impact including layoffs, hiring freezes, and reduction of public work and Ms. DeMayo 
urges community members to continue calling senators and voicing concerns. DC has a beneficial earned 
income tax rebate for lower wage working families. Last month Councilmember Allen introduced a bill 
that would stop credit cards and banks from including tax and tip on the swipe fee, both of which are 
passed directly to either the government or employees. The Ward 6 spring clean will be on April 5.  
 
MOCR Marcus Manning encourages the community to look at https://fedsupport.dc.gov/ for information 
on unemployment, job insurance, and other resources. DC Human Resources Office is holding a hiring fair 
tomorrow in Ward 6 at 800 Florida Avenue NE from 10:00 am -2:00 pm. The mayor’s annual spring 
cleanup is on April 19, 2025. Learn24 is hosting Summer in the City at MLK library on Saturday, March 29, 
2025. It is an opportunity for parents to explore out-of-school programming and resources. More 
information here: www.Sitc2025.eventbrite.com. The Office of Safety and Engagement is introducing 
their community outreach team.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:26 pm. 
 

 

https://fedsupport.dc.gov/
http://www.sitc2025.eventbrite.com/
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DC Budget and other Ward 6 Topics of Interest 
  Councilmember Charles Allen 
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Alcohol Beverage and Cannabis (ABC) 
Recommendation: ANC 6A take no action on the renewal application of a Class C restaurant 
license with entertainment and summer garden endorsements at Granville Moore's Brickyard 
LLC, 1238 H Street NE (ABRA-072792). Commissioner Velasquez is appointed to represent the 
ANC along with the Chair and Vice Chair of the ANC to update the settlement agreement last 
signed in 2006. 
Recommendation: ANC 6A take no action on the application for a new Class C Restaurant 
license with extended holiday hours, carry out and delivery endorsements at Tapori, 600 H 
Street NE (ABRA-131196) located within ANC 6C.  

 
Community Outreach (COC)   

Recommendation: ANC 6A approve the revisions to the ANC’s Grant Application form, 
including ANC 6A coversheet, project report form, and closeout form to conform with the 
OANC guidelines for applications. 

 
Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ) 

Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to BZA to support special exceptions to combine 
five lots (2 facing H Street NE, 3 facing alley) and convert to a retail and eating and drinking 
establishment use an existing, semi-detached, mixed use building in the NMU-4/HA and MU-4 
zones at 355-1359 H Street, NE (BZA #21254). 
Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to BZA to support a special exception to construct 
a second story addition to a detached garage, in the rear of an existing, attached, two-story 
plus cellar, principal dwelling unit in the RF-1 zone at 917 Constitution Avenue, NE (BZA 
#21282). 

 

https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/ViewCase?case_id=21254
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/Home/ViewCase?case_id=21282
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A is pleased to invite recipients to apply for grants, 
administered by the Community Outreach Committee (COC) to fund programs, projects or 
initiatives of a public nature that directly benefit the residents of ANC 6A.  

General Guidelines 

• Grants from ANC 6A range from $1,000 to $5,000. Organizations are not eligible to receive 

more than $5,000 in a single fiscal year. 

• A grant request must provide goods and/or services that are public in nature and benefit 

persons who reside within the ANC 6A Commission area. 

• A grant may not replicate services already provided by District government. 

• Grant funds must be used for the purpose stated in the grant application/proposal. 

• Grants are to be awarded to non-profit organizations, or other certain organizations 

demonstrating they meet similar criteria with appropriate financial documentation. 

• Grant funds cannot be issued: 

o to individuals; 

o to “for-profit” organizations; 

o for political activities; 

o for food or entertainment activities or festivals 

You can find the official DC Office of ANCs grant form here.  If you download the form from the 
website, it will provide you with a fillable WORD document. 

Prior to completing the application, it is important to read the instructions and review the 
documentation, reporting and other requirements as prescribed by DC’s Office of ANCs (OANC). 
We would like to highlight a few important obligations here. 

• Within 60 days after the grant award is disbursed to the recipient, the grant recipient shall 

forward to the ANC 6A Treasurer (6a03@anc.dc.gov) and COC Chair (6A01@anc.dc.gov) a 

Progress Report, including the use of funds, consistent with the grant application approved 

by the ANC.  

• A subsequent Progress Report is due every 90 days (quarterly) until funds are expended and 

shall be emailed to ANC6A Treasurer and COC Chair.  

• A Close Out Report (template contained in the OANC application) is due to the Treasurer 

and Chair no more than 60 days after completion of the activity for which the grant was 

provided. 

https://dcgovict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/oancs_dc_gov/EbEw3vpttn9GntGy6ibWyOUBEWKf0B3Oz8irrjvrdqg_-w?e=HgkFmg
mailto:6a03@anc.dc.gov
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• The Progress Reports must include documentation of all expenditures associated with the 

grant award. This documentation must be either 1) an invoice and a copy of a cancelled 

check or other proof of payment or, 2) a fully paid receipt. 

• The grant recipient should retain copies of all grant-related documents, including reports, 

invoices, documentation of payment etc. for at least 18 months after receipt of grant 

funding and will promptly provide duplicate copies to the ANC if requested.  

• Failure to comply with the OANC and ANC 6A Guidelines for Grant Awards immediately 

above may obligate the grant recipient to return some or all of the grant disbursement to 

ANC6A, to the extent that the DC Office of OANC disallows these expenditures. The grant 

recipient must return these disallowed funds or cure the cause for disallowance within 21 

days of a request from ANC6A. 

 Grants are accepted on a rolling basis.  

• Interested organizations are encouraged to review the applications and reports of previous 

grant recipients; and to contact the COC Chair, Paul Spires, with questions prior to 

submitting an application (Spires4DC@gmail.com/(202) 766-4889). 

• Email the complete application package to 6A01@anc.dc.gov and 6a03@anc.dc.gov with 

"ANC 6A Grant Application" in the subject line.  Organizations without internet access must 

make prior arrangements to deliver the application to: ANC 6A Community Outreach 

Committee c/o Paul Spires, 1116 I Street NE, Washington, DC 20002,  

The COC reviews and evaluates grants based on their potential to benefit the residents of ANC 6A. 
Requests for grants are reviewed at the regular COC meeting, which are held on the 4th Monday of 
each month.  

Applications approved by the COC are forwarded for a vote at the next full ANC Meeting and also 
may be  subject to pre-approval by OANC (See schedule at ANC6a.org “Community Calendars.” 

An applicant may be required to appear at a COC or ANC meeting prior to full consideration of a 
grant application.  

We look forward to reviewing your submission.  

 
 

mailto:6a03@anc.dc.gov
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January 2025 ANC 6A COC Meeting 
January 27, 2025 
 
In attendance: 
Clare Dougherty 
Melissa Rohan 
Ashley Blake 
Stephen Kolb  
Keya Chatterjee 
Paul Spires 
 
Committee Chair Paul Spires  called the meeting to order and led an icebreaker activity on favorite 
movies. 
 
Chair Spires made announcements regarding Sunday morning neighborhood clean-ups and invited 
participants to join the WhatsApp group for the People’s Front of H Street, which he shared was a useful 
communication channel. 
 
Chair Spires recognized former ANC 6A Vice-Chair Keya Chatterjee, who took the group through a 
discussion of an organization that she co-founded, Free DC. 
 
Building upon the legacy of Julius Hobson and the passage of DC Home Rule in 1973, Free DC is an 
organized movement to push back on the authoritarian tactics of the Trump Administration and allies in 
Congress who seek to weaken the independence of and asset authority over the District of Columbia. 
 
Keya discussed the “Gathering Strength” strength phase of this work; outlined models of power and 
supporting pillars; the use of fear and chaos to destabilize communities; and the need to come together 
to build relationships and resist these tactics. 
She outlined three tools to push back: protest, non-cooperation and alternative cooperation, to maintain 
DC’s agency and freedom. 
 
Keya offered various ways to get involved with Free DC.  Join their Ward 6 signal channel; sign up to host 
a house party; join the meeting on Thursday evening January 30th at Solid State books on H Street; go to 
freedcproject.org and sign up.  Committee members asked questions about engaging Council members 
and our Congressional representative.  Gail mentioned the importance of tying the Free DC agenda to the 
DC Statehood movement, which enjoys broad support across the District. 
 
Next, Chair Spires took the committee through a discussion on frequency of meetings.  It was decided 
that the meetings would remain on a monthly schedule.  
 
Melissa Rohan, founder of H Street Sweet H Street, related blogs and podcasts provided a variety of ideas 
regarding rejuvenation of H Street.  She mentioned that while she has organized monthly street cleanings 
along H Street, she cannot do this work alone and would welcome support from others in the community. 
 
Ms. Rohan also suggested “Done in a Day” projects, which would include asking landowners on H Street 
which sort of improvements/repairs/upgrades they need and then work with Home Depot, Lowes and 
Costco to donate related supplies and items to help get the projects done.   
Melissa also shared an idea for community members to take on/adopt different tree boxes for 
beautification, flower planting, etc.  Gail suggested that rat abatement could be an issue and Melissa 
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responded that whoever takes on the responsibility of caring for a tree box would need to ensure they are 
rodent free and safe/healthy for the community. 
 
Ms. Rohan noted that she has been involved with the Cherry Blossom Festival in DC for over a decade.  
She sees potential for the H Street community to benefit from some sort of Cherry Blossom activation, 
which the National Cherry Blossom Association would be happy to promote across their significant 
communication channels.  She would like to get local businesses involved, but they need a vision to rally 
around. Gail suggested possible outreach to Charles Allen’s office to see if they would like to support the 
effort. Perhaps businesses could have sidewalk tables, sales etc. 
 
Ms. Rohan went on to discuss issues related to local crime and the potential for Charles Allen and the 
police to meet at a local home with constituents to discuss crime, as she sees a gap between the people 
who live in the area and those that are charged with protecting them.  Clare mentioned block parties 
organized by MPD on 13th Street, engaging families right around Maury Elementary and in the 
neighborhood.  
 
Committee member Ashley Blake went on to lead a conversation about the importance of the 
preventative approach when it comes to addressing crime.  She suggests that communities rely less on 
MPD. 
 
She suggested the following strategies: 

1. Hindsight - better understand the origins of the police 

2. Insight -  she suggested that statistics indicate policy doing harm through surveillance and 

discrimination 

3. Foresight - Align with a policy abolitionist approach, working to achieve public safety through a 

restorative justice model. 

 
Ms. Blake raised the idea of divesting some police resources and reallocating them.  She emphasized that 
this is the start of a conversation and that she would like to continue to discuss Communities of Care and 
an Abolitionist Framework.  Chair Spires committed to future discussions on the topic at committee 
meetings. 
 
The meeting went overtime, so Chair Spires adjourned the meeting. 
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March 2025 report not submitted. 
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March 2025 report not submitted. 
 
 

Minutes  
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting  

Monday March 17, 2025 at 7:00 pm  
Virtual Meeting via Zoom  

  
I. Meeting called to order at 7:03 pm.  

 
II. Introductions & Announcements. Committee members present: Patrick Bloomstine (Chair), Jeff 

Fletcher, Mark Sussman, and Shaun Lynch. Commissioners present: Dave Wethington (6A05/Chair 
6A ANC)  

 
III. Old Business  

a. West Virginia Avenue NE 

i. Chair Bloomstine noted that a neighbor had reached out with continued concerns about 

the volume and speed of traffic on this stretch of road.  

ii. Committee member Lynch relayed that DDOT had done a traffic study and there is a 

planned signal installation to help with queueing at the intersection of K Street/8th 

Street/West Virginia Avenue NE. At one point there was consideration of a plan to turn 

West Virginia Avenue to one way in a northeast direction. ANC 6A sent a letter requesting 

this along with a speed hump which was installed, but it is very shallow and is not a 

serious obstacle to traffic on the road. He believed that speeding happens going 

outbound, but the idea would be that adding a bike lane would constrict the road and 

force drivers to slow down. The issues occur because of driveway curbcuts on the north 

side of the street. He also noted that a lot of southwest bound cars divert down 9th Street 

to bypass the three-street intersection.   

iii. Committee member Sussman noted that the pavement is very cracked and bumpy which 

committee member Lynch did note has been slowing some traffic down.   

b. Scott Price from Capitol Hill Village presented an update from their Sidewalk Safety Team  

i. Members identified it as a serious problem  

ii. Statistics show that sidewalk repair time takes much longer than road repair generally 

takes.  

iii. CM Allen’s office was able to budget $5 million to sidewalk repair.   

iv. DDOT attempted to conduct an assessment of all sidewalks in DC in 2023.  

v. Ward 6 has the second highest number of fair, poor, and very poor rated sidewalks in the 

district. 

vi. The sidewalk safety team from Capitol Hill Village testified about sidewalk safety at the 

DDOT oversight hearing in February.  

vii. The presentation is attached to these minutes for further information. 
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viii. Mr. Price asked for the committee’s help finding people’s stories on sidewalk safety 

issues which can help with policy going forward. 

 

IV. New Business  

a. Open Streets Capitol Hill.  

i. This is slated to occur on Saturday June 28, 2025 taking place mostly in 6B but running 

through Lincoln Park from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

ii. Committee member Sussman suggested that the ANC request a tent through the 

Commissioners. The ANC could run a table with information and other fun items. 

iii. Chair Bloomstine pointed out that this will be exciting to extend the open streets of 

Eastern Market into the greater Capitol Hill neighborhood. 

b. DDOT Sidewalk Permit for 1001 H Street NE 

i. The committee was not able to access this permit prior to the meeting so were unable to 

provide comment in the TOPS system. 

ii. Committee member Lynch did note that there was a similar application at Pursuit Wine 
Bar on the same block and that there was plenty of room on the sidewalk to have some 
seating if Ben’s Chili Bowl chose to do so. 

 
V. Community Input  

a. Committee member Lynch raised an issue with steel plates in the road on 10th Street NE that 

have been there for a year and have shifted in the asphalt causing a potential serious safety 

hazard. Chair Bloomstine agreed to reach out to DDOT about the safety issue. 

b. Committee member Sussman encouraged everyone to save the date for April 26, 2025.  Capitol 
Hill Family Biking riding on Florida Avenue and West Virginia Avenue with a party at Lincoln 
Park at the end. 

  

VI. Meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm EDT. 
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Minutes 
ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Committee 

7:00 - 9:00 pm, March 19, 2025 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Attending:  
Committee members: Becca Buthe, Mike Cushman, Ziad Demian, Russ Greenfield, Joal Mendonsa 
Commissioners: Paul Spires (6A01), Mike Velasquez (6A02), Dave Wethington (6A05) 
 
7:00 pm Welcome/Introductions 
 
7:01 pm Resolution of previously heard cases (None) 
 
7:05 pm Old Business 
 
7:12 pm New Business 
 
Old Business:  
1355-1359 H Street, NE (BZA #21254) 
To combine five lots (2 facing H Street NE, 3 facing alley) and convert to a retail and eating and drinking 
establishment use an existing, semi-detached, mixed-use building in the NMU-4/HA and MU-4 zones. 
Comments/Discussion: 

● Discussed during the last meeting in January 2025- nothing has changed, but some confusion on 
what special exceptions they actually need. 

● Support the same BZA numbers with no changes. 
● Mike Velasques - did a walk along H Street yesterday - wanted clarity on which properties are 

included? Two properties facing H Street and three facing the alley. 
Motion:  

● ANC 6A send a letter of support for the project as presented to the BZA with any associated 
special exceptions or variances. 

● Passed unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
917 Constitution Avenue, NE (BZA #21282) 
To construct a second story addition to a detached garage, in the rear of an existing, attached, two-story 
plus cellar, principal dwelling unit in the RF-1 zone. 
 
Presentation: Eric Teran presented on behalf of owners, showed renderings and shadow study. 

● Requesting two reliefs - first time for this type, it is all by right. 
● Any addition to accessory structure and lot relief (60% is limit and they are at 64%) 
● They have letters from neighbors. 
● Went through HPRB and was approved by staff. 

 
Comments/Discussion: 

● This will not be a rental because they already have the basement as a unit and they are only 
allowed two units on the property. 

● Steps to the roof but you do not see a roof top deck? There is no deck, they were actually old 
images. 

● Is there a photograph facing south across the alley? Has consideration been given to the windows 
being altered for privacy concerns? Privacy is an item to be considered in a special exception. 
They can make the windows more horizontal. 
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● Gail Sullivan (community member) - Is the goal for the whole block to have additions for every 
house? Response - not sure, Eric was only hired for this house. Each decision is an owner-by-owner 
developer decision. 

 
Motion: 

● ANC 6A send a letter of support to BZA for this case and any associated special exceptions 
provided the stairs to the roof are not constructed and that it is intended to be used by the owner 
and not as a rental. 

● Passed unanimously. 
 
901 H Street, NE (ZC 10-03E) 
Informational presentation for proposed fast casual restaurant. 
 
Presentation: Jessica Bloomfield (lawyer) presented, joined by Larry Spott as a representative of the 
owner.  

● They want a zoning change for a fast casual restaurant. It is a ground floor unit of the Avec on H 
St.  

● Property approved as PUD originally - NMU. PUD approved in 2010 for mixed use building, 419 
units and ground floor retail. Approval was extended twice and it was constructed after that. 2020 
had modification of PUD for a veterinary hospital use.  

● Fast casual to locate in vacant ground floor retail. It is technically “fast food.” The definition is 
because you purchase food before sitting down - “fast food” is only permitted by special 
exception. Restaurant uses are allowed by right.  

● There would be no changes to the exterior buildings, it would fill a vacant spot.  
● They believe they meet the legal standards easily. Type of application they would file (after this 

meeting) is a modification without hearing. Presented all of the special use conditions and 
provided the justification/compliance for these.  

 
Comments/Discussion: 

● How long has it been vacant? Since construction - in 2020.  
● Have they approached other businesses or restaurants to fill this spot? Yes they have been 

marketing since before it was complete. Soft retail, restaurants, there was a grocery store that 
was supposed to go in, but that fell through. 

● Why change zoning for the entire property versus a portion of the property? There are other QSRs 
that are interested and they do not want to keep going through this lengthy process. 

● Are they interested in doing more fast casual on the ground floor of Avec? Yes - it is what the 
customer and community wants. 

● Nash and Smashed is the restaurant - 15% takeout, but goal is mostly sit down. 
● What if we have a sunsetting after this restaurant? So that in case it does not make it, we do not 

get a McDonalds or a large chain fast food restaurant like this. 
● This is part of a larger discussion in the zoning office with the City now - there are many property 

and business owners who are also seeking this type of change/relief.  
● Would it be possible to include a definition of chain restaurant and having that be the distinction 

rather than where food is paid for? They do not want to prevent chains like Cava or others that do 
have national footprints. 

● Have there been concerns from families about trash or later hours of businesses? No issues. 
● Procedural and timing application - they could get on the zoning commission and meeting agenda 

in April. 
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Motion:  
● Send a letter of support regarding 901 H Street provided the ANC’s concerns are attached to any 

associated restaurant in application for the zoning change. 
● Passed with one nay so it will not go on the consent agenda. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
 
Next scheduled EDZ meeting is April 16, 2025.  
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Suggested Motion: ANC 6A send a letter to the DC Council, Department of Buildings and 
Office of Tax and Revenue to request statutory and administrative remedies to what we 
believe is a serious loophole in DC’s efforts to return vacant storefronts to occupied status 
which will increase safety, tax revenues and the overall vibrancy of our City. 
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April ___, 2025 

Members of the City Council of the District of Columbia 
Brian J. Hanlon, Director, Department of Buildings 
Keith J. Richardson, Deputy Chief Financial Director, Office of Tax and Revenue 

Dear City Council Members and Directors: 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on April 10, 2025, at which a quorum 
was present,  our Commission voted X-0-0 to send this letter to you requesting statutory and 
administrative remedies to what we believe is a serious loophole in DC’s efforts to return vacant 
storefronts to occupied status which will increase safety, tax revenues and the overall vibrancy of 
our City. 
Specifically, there are too many loopholes allowing landlords to avoid having empty storefronts 
that are not formally classified as “vacant” and therefore are not subject to higher tax rates, 
abatement costs, and other City interventions.  

If we understand the current law correctly, the current statute greatly impedes when an empty 
storefront can be declared “vacant.” For example, if a landlord has five (5) contiguous storefronts 
and combines them into a single tax lot, and if, four (4) of the five storefronts are empty, none of 
the four empty stores can be defined and taxed as “vacant” because one of the five is filled. 
Similarly, if all five were empty, but even one apartment  above any of the stores is filled, none 
of the property cannot be declared “vacant.”   So, as a result of this statutory loophole, we have a 
large number of empty (some of which also are blighted) commercial properties in our 
community that do not meet the statutory definition of “vacant”.  And accordingly, the City has 
no real mechanism to push for the properties to be filled/rehabbed. 

As an alternative, we have modeled just on the hypothetical alternative which takes a 
proportional approach to formally declaring properties “vacant” and subject to higher taxes. 
That is, if 20% of the total building is empty street scape property, 20% of the appraised value 
would be taxed at the vacant rate. This hypothetical also offers a process for proportional 
rebating some of the vacant property excise taxes if the proportion empty decreases from year to 
year.  A four-year run out of the model is included in the table below.  There are clearly other 
ways to approach this issue.  Instead of the rebate, the vacant property tax could start low and 
increase each year as long as it was proportional rather than dichotomous.  However, what is 
key, is the ability to declare and tax a portion of a property that includes empty storefront(s). 

In summary, we  firmly believe that we need a prompt legislative fix that would recognize more 
street front commercial property as “vacant” and therefore subject to vacant tax rates. 
We look forward to your responses and ask that your take these suggestions with “great weight. 

1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on anc-6a@googlegroups.com, and newhilleast@groups.io, at 
www.anc6a.org, on Twitter (@ANC6A) and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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Thank you for giving great weight to the recommendations of the Commission. I can be 
contacted at 6A05@anc.dc.gov and Commissioner Roberta Shapiro at 
robertafor6a03@gmail.com . 

On behalf of the Commission, 

Dave Wethington Chair, 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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