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7:00 pm Call to order  
 
7:01 pm Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes, Adopt Agenda 
 
7:02 pm Community Presentations 

Metropolitan Police Department First District Sector 2 Captain John Knutsen  
Joe Weedon, Ward 6 State Board of Education Member 
Naomi Klein, DDOT Ward 6 Community Engagement 

 
7:30 pm Officer Reports pg. 19 

1. Approve Treasurer’s Report 
2. Approve FY 18 Third (3rd) Quarter Financial Report 
3. Approve final FY 17 Third (3rd) and Fourth (4th) Quarter Financial Report 

 
 Standing Committee Reports: 
7:40 pm Community Outreach pg. 22 

1. No report.  Committee did not meet in July and August 2018.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 24, 2018 (4th Monday) 

 
7:41 pm Alcohol Beverage Licensing pg. 23 

1. Approve August 2018 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC6A accept a new Settlement Agreement for Duffy's Irish Pub 

and agree to a stipulated endorsement allowing Duffy's to operate under its new 
agreed-upon hours during the placard period  

3. Recommendation: ANC6A write a letter to ABRA to protest the request for a new CT 
license by Kitsuen, LLC t/a Kitsuen at 1362 H Street NE (License No. ABRA-110893) 
unless a signed settlement agreement is submitted before the protest petition date. 

4. Recommendation: ANC6A write a letter to ABRA to protest the request for a new CT 
license by DC Culinary Academy, LLC t/a The Outsider at 1357-1359 H Street NE 
(License No. ABRA-110889) unless a signed settlement agreement is submitted before 
the protest petition date. 

5. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 18, 2018 (3rd Tuesday) 
 

8:05 pm Transportation and Public Space pg. 36 
1. Approve August 2018 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT’s Public Space Committee asserting 

that ANCs should have sixty (60) days from the date of notice to provide comment on 
the small cell guidelines proposal. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A send letter of support to DDOT endorsing safety 
improvements at Eighth (8th) Street NE and D Street NE and reiterating the need to 
convert the intersection to a four (4) way stop.  

4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 17, 2018 (3rd Monday) 
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8:20 pm Economic Development and Zoning pg. 48 
1. No report.  Committee did not meet in July and August 2018. 
 
Old Business 
2. Suggested Motion: ANC6A send a revised letter of support to BZA for a special 

exception under Subtitle E §§ 205.5 and 5201 from the rear addition requirements of 
Subtitle E § 205.4 which adds special exception relief on Subtitle Section 1502.1(b) 
and (c) to the ANC approval letter, to construct a rear roof deck and access stairwell 
at 1318 Constitution Avenue NE (BZA Case #19802) in the RF-1 Zone. 

3. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 19, 2018 (3rd Wednesday) 
 

8:25 pm New Business  
 
8:30 pm Single Member District reports (1 minute each) 
 
8:40 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
 
8:50 pm Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

Minutes 
Miner Elementary School 

July 12, 2018 
 
Present: Commissioners Phil Toomajian (Chair), Marie Claire Brown, Sondra-Phillips-Gilbert, Patrick 
Malone, Mike Soderman, Stephanie Zimny and Calvin Ward 
 
The meeting convened at 7:05 pm. 
 
Chairman Phil Toomajian called the roll and announced the presence of a quorum. The minutes for the 
ANC June 2018 meeting were accepted, and the agenda for the July 2018 meeting was accepted without 
changes or objection.   
 
Community Presentations 
Captain Duncan Bedlion, Metropolitan Police Department, Fifth District 
Captain Bedlion provided information regarding a shooting outside the Rosedale Community Center. It is 
believed to be an isolated incident.  He went on to speak about the Summer Crime Initiative, a program 
that uses crime data in previous years to strategically place officers in historically high-crime areas to 
mitigate instances of violent crime, seize illegal firearms, and punish repeat offenders.  He announced 
that under this initiative, 299 arrests have been made and there has been a 150% increase in guns seized, 
in comparison with last year.  Captain Bedlion stated that citizens may anonymously text crime tips to 
MPD to 50411, or individuals may call the Command Information Center at 202-727-9099. 
 
Oni Hinton and Meg Davis,Facility Planning and Design, District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) - Eliot-
Hine Middle School Modernization 
Ms. Hinton and Ms. Davis provided updates on the Eliot-Hine Middle School Modernization.  Ms. Hinton 
announced changes to the site design, notably on the C Street NE side, and distributed renderings of the 
changes.  Ms. Davis announced that their goal is to complete abatement and demolition by the end of 
summer to mitigate noise and the level of hazardous materials as the school year begins.  As such, they 
have received approval for additional work hours for the contractor, who will be on site seven (7) days a 
week, with extended hours on Mondays through Fridays.  During demolition activities, access to the 
Maury Street Village on C Street NE will be closed, but will reopen as school begins.  In response to 
concerns about lead seepage, Ms.Davis stated that an industrial hygienist will be on site, and lead testing 
will be complete before students return to school.  The results will be shared with the public. The 
modernization is slated to be complete by August 2020.  
 
Sarah Fashbaugh, Community Resource Officer, Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) - 
2019 License Renewal Process 
Ms. Fashbaugh stated that ABRA’s main purpose is to issue licenses that allow business to sell alcohol, and 
went into greater detail about the complaint process, and the upcoming 2019 license renewal season for 
on-premise establishments (any business that sells alcohol on-site, e.g., bars, restaurants, hotel, etc).  
Any enforcement issues or complaints involving licensees, such as noise, operating outside of board-
approved hours, trash, etc., can be reported to ABRA’s hotline at 202-329-6437, which is open until 4:00 
am.  ABRA has three (3) teams of investigators.  A few thousand establishments will go through the 
license renewal process in 2019, many of which are located within ANC 6A.  Ms. Fashbaugh emphasized 
the importance of contacting the ANC with any concerns or to protest the renewal of any establishment.  
Any resident may request the investigative history of any of its licensees, without filing a Freedom of 
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Information Act (FOIA) request.  Ms. Fashbaugh confirmed that she had received complaints about the 
roof deck of Dirty Water at 816 H Street NE.  She described, in general, what steps her office takes after 
a complaint is received.  She stated that she periodically holds free information sessions about ABRA on 
the fourth (4th  floor of the Reeves Center.  The next session is Thursday, September 20, from 6:30– 8:30 
pm.  

Jessica Sutter, Candidate for State Board of Education 
Ms. Sutter introduced herself as a candidate for the Ward 6 seat of the State Board of Education.  She is a 
former middle school teacher who has most recently worked as a consultant in education policy.  She is 
focused on the quality and equity of funding for schools and that residents have meaningful choices in 
education. 

Officer Reports 
Treasurer’s Report 
Commissioner Stephanie Zimny presented the Treasurer’s Report for June 2018. There were 
disbursements of $753.50, $450.00 (check #1840) for webmaster services, $103.50 (check #1841) for 
FedEx printing, and $200.00 (check #1842) for notetaking services, leaving a balance of $7,055.38.  There 
is a balance of $13,793.79 in the savings account.  The June 2018 report was approved by unanimous 
consent.   
 
Commissioner Zimny also presented the FY 2018 second (2nd) Quarterly Report.  The total funds available 
during the quarter amounted to $11.843.73, the total disbursements amounted to $2,367.00, and the 
ending balance was $9,476.73.  The FY18 Second Quarter Report was accepted by unanimous consent.  
 
Committee Reports 
Community Outreach Committee (COC) 
The June 2018 report was accepted by unanimous consent. 
 
The COC will not meet in July or August 2018.   
 
Next meeting - 7:00 pm, September 24, 2018 
 
Alcohol Beverage Licensing (ABL) 
The June 2018 report was accepted by unanimous consent. 
 
Motion: The Committee moved and Commissioner Mike Soderman seconded the motion to send a letter to 
ABRA to protest the license transfer of Touché (1123 H Street NE) to Smokin’ Pig (1208 H Street NE) 
unless a settlement agreement amendment is agreed to that states that the kitchen may cease serving 
food  no earlier than one (1) hour before closing time.  The motion passed 7-0.  
 
Next meeting - 7:00 pm, July 17, 2018 
 
Transportation and Public Space (TPS) 
The June 2018 report was accepted by unanimous consent. 
 
1. The Committee moved and Commissioner Calvin Ward seconded the motion to send a letter to DDOT 

Public Space Committee for the public space application by Eliot-Hine Middle School (1800 
Constitution Avenue NE) for installation of a staircase and ADA ramp on the C Street side of the 
school.  The motion passed 7-0. 
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2. The Committee moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded the motion to send a letter of support 

to DDOT Public Space Committee for the sidewalk café application by DC Diner (802 13th Street NE), 
conditioned on the applicant’s agreement to the following: 
1. The applicant only operated the sidewalk café space from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm;  
2. The applicant will take reasonable efforts to contain noise within the sidewalk café space 

including, but not limited to, using any sidewalk café removable structures it may now or in the 
future install (e.g., a sidewalk café canopy, roll down plastic windows, etc.) and any other 
reasonable means to contain noise, but only to the extent allowable by applicable District laws 
and regulations; 

3. The applicant will only use the sidewalk café space for food and drink service, and not for any 
playing of music, amplified or otherwise, or for any other use, including live performances; 

4. If the applicant installs fencing around the the sidewalk café area, it shall be consistent with 
DDOT specifications and the fencing enclosing other sidewalk cafés within ANC6A, which shall 
include fencing or bars designed to keep trash contained within the sidewalk café area (preferably 
by minimizing any gaps at the bottom of the fencing); 

5. The applicant will use easily moveable chairs and tables that shall be moved to the side and 
locked up when not in use; 

6. The applicant will ensure no trash container of any sort will be stored anywhere on public space, 
including on the sidewalk café itself; and 

7. The applicant will regularly maintain the adjacent tree boxes and keep all areas in front of the 
business and within the sidewalk café area clean, including the adjacent sidewalk and street 
gutter. 

 
 The motion passed 7-0.  
 
The Committee will not meet in July 2018. 
 
Next meeting - 7:00 pm, August 21, 2018 
 
Economic Development and Zoning (EDZ) 
The June 2018 report was accepted by unanimous consent.  
 
1. The Committee moved and Chairman Toomajian seconded the motion to send a letter of support to 

the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) for a special exception under Subtitle C § 305.1 from the 
subdivision regulations of Subtitle C § 302.2, to permit two existing primary buildings on a single 
record lot in the R-F Zone at 518 9th Street NE and 816 E Street NE (BZA Case #19799). The motion 
passed 7-0.  
 

2. The Committee moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded the motion to send a letter of support 
to BZA and HPRB for special exceptions under Subtitle E § 5201 from the lot occupancy requirements 
of Subtitle E § 304.1, and from the nonconforming structure requirements of Subtitle C § 202.2, to 
construct a third-story rear addition to an existing principal dwelling unit at 1016 Massachusetts 
Avenue NE (BZA Case #19786 & HPA #18-436) on the condition that the applicant makes their best 
effort to get letters of support from the neighbors.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 

3. The Committee moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded the motion to send a letter of support 
to BZA for a special exception under Subtitle E §§ 205.5 and 5201 from the rear addition requirements 
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of Subtitle E § 205.4, to construct a rear roof deck and access stairwell at 1318 Constitution Avenue 
NE (BZA Case #19802) in the RF-1 Zone.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 

4. The Committee moved and Chairman Toomajian seconded the motion to send letters of support to 
BZA and HPRB to for a special exception to the alley setback requirements of Subtitle E § 5000.3 to 
expand the garage by adding an additional level at 325 10th Street NE (HPA 18-509) on condition that 
the applicant makes their best effort to get letters of support from the neighbors.  The motion passed 
7-0. 
 

5. The Committee moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded the motion to send a letter of support 
to HPRB for a request to construct a rear addition to an existing nonconforming structure at 121 
Tennessee Avenue in the Capitol Hill Historic District on the condition that the owners continue to 
make their best efforts to meet with the neighbors and get their support.   
 
The applicant and owner of the property, Patrick McGeehan, was in attendance, along with the 
architect for the project, and a neighbor who opposed the project.  All had been before the ANC 
previously.  After some discussion, the motion passed 4-1 with 2 Commissioners abstaining from the 
vote.   

 
Next meeting - 7:00 pm, July 18, 2018. 
 
New Business 
A letter of support from ANC6A had been requested for extended hours for the Eliot-Hine Middle School 
Modernization.  This request is now moot because the permit has already been granted.  
 
Single Member District Reports 
Commissioner Calvin Ward (6A08) stated that there have been issues with fireworks late at night and 
early in the morning and asked that community members call 911.  He will also be working on a traffic 
calming petition for the 300 block of Nineteenth (19th) Street NE.  
 
Commissioner Stephanie Zimny (6A06) announced that a notice of intent was issued to put a stop sign on 
the northbound part of Tennessee Avenue and F Street NE and that comments can be made on the DDOT 
website until August 24.  She also announced that DDOT has submitted a work order for the median at 
Florida Avenue NE and Fourteenth (14th) Street NE due to a number of near misses reported at that 
intersection.  Ms. Zimny stated that she will have an update on the outcome of the walkthrough of Linden 
Court by the next meeting, and she suspects that additional stop signs or greater police presence when 
trucks are making deliveries in the area are possibilities.  
 
Commissioner Marie-Claire Brown (6A01) reported that a triple transformer blew out on G Street NE 
between Eleventh (11th) and Twelfth (12th) Street, resulting in power outages for residents and some 
businesses, and it was subsequently resolved swiftly within a day and a half.  Ms. Brown raised concerns 
about the intersection of Tenth (10th) and G Street NE, particularly with neither motorists or cyclists 
stopping, resulting in near misses.  
 
Chairman Phil Toomajian (6A02), in response to Commissioner Brown’s concerns regarding the 
intersection at Tenth (10th) and G Street NE, stated that DDOT is studying the area and considering the 
possibility of a raised crosswalk, and that he also requested the stop sign be moved from the middle of 
the crosswalk to be more effective.  Mr. Toomajian expressed satisfaction at the progress regarding the 



Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Meeting Minutes of July 12, 2018 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | September 2018 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 7 

hearing for Bruce Robey Way.  He also announced that DDOT may have resumed issuing red “Resident 
Only” parking signs and that he is working to confirm and assist residents in obtaining them. 
 
Commissioner Sondra Philips-Gilbert (6A07) announced that she is currently working on a community 
forum to address issues occurring in Rosedale and how to bring together the community to find solutions 
and support the Rosedale Community Center and create programs to support children.   
 
Commissioner Patrick Malone (6A05) announced that additional lifeguards have been added at community 
pools district-wide, including at Rosedale.  This has resulted in a lot of crowding and wait times, so he 
suggested being cognizant of this as community members plan their visits.    
 
Commissioner Mike Soderman (6A03) reported an uptick in bike thefts.  He also has noticed an increase in 
rat sightings and emphasized the ease of reporting rat sightings to 311 and relatively quick response 
times.  
 
Community Comments 
David Krucoff presented for a non-profit organization of which he is executive director and founder, that 
advocates for retrocession of Washington, D.C. to Maryland, as “Douglass County,” named after Frederick 
Douglass, as a means for D.C. residents to become enfranchised. 
 
Roni Hollman announced that she is now Secretary of Eastern High School’s Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO).  She continues to address the problem of broken musical instruments at the school and is pursuing 
a grant from the Capitol Hill Foundation that is offered only once a year.   
 
Keri Francis introduced herself as a new member of the community.  She teaches art for the DCPS and 
the Department of Corrections (DOC) and has created a non-profit to reach out to at-risk youth through 
art. 
 
Two individuals from The Langston Initiative described their goals in revitalizing the public golf courses, 
at first concentrating on Langston Golf Course, as hubs for community recreation and programming and 
increasing engagement between the adjacent communities and these golf courses. 
 
A community member expressed concerns about the developments surrounding RFK Stadium and the 
general changes in neighborhoods and inquired about how the ANCs can work together to bring issues to 
the forefront, and better ways to advertise/communicate what developments fall under which ANC so 
concerned residents can have their issues heard. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.  
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No report.  Committee did not meet in July and August 2018. 
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Minutes 
Alcoholic Beverage Licensing (ABL) Committee 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

August 21, 2018 
 
Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee 
(“Committee”) of ANC 6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm on August 21, 2018 at Sherwood 
Recreation Center, 640 Tenth (10th) Street NE, Washington, DC 20002. 
 
Committee Members Present: Jay Williams (Co-Chair), Justin Rzepka, Roger Caruth, and Michael 
Herman. 
Committee Members Absent: Christopher Seagle (Co-Chair) and Mark Samburg. 
Commissioners Present: Mike Soderman. 
Community Members Present: Sidon Yohannes (Kitsuen), Wayne Johnson (Kitsuen), Anthony Perry 
(Kitsuen), Sandra Basanti (Dangerously Delicious Pies), Casey Callister (Duffy’s Irish Pub). 
 
I. Call to Order 

Mr. Williams called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.  The meeting proceeded with a quorum 
present. 

II. Community Comment 
Ms. Basanti spoke to the Committee on behalf of several establishments on H Street to raise 
concerns about a neighbor who they believe is being particularly aggressive in complaining about 
noise and other similar issues.  Ms. Basanti stated that many of these establishments have female 
managers, and they feel threatened by this person’s actions.  Ms. Basanti stated that the 
establishments were concerned that these issues would only increase as new locations opened 
up, and others worked to have more outdoor seating.  Mr. Williams acknowledged the concerns 
and stated that he sees the Committee’s role as representing the residents of ANC 6A, but that 
there needed to be some reasonableness to the issues raised by neighbors, and it was his job (and 
the Committee’s) to determine what stances were reasonable and what were not.  He noted that 
he was aware of some of the concerns regarding this individual and that he was attempting to 
mediate between the individual and the businesses.  He also noted that if managers (or other 
employees) felt threatened, they should call the police if necessary. 

 
III. Old Business 

None. 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Discussion of request for new class CT license by DC Culinary Academy, LLC t/a The 

Outsider at 1357-1359 H Street NE (License No. ABRA-110889). 
● Mr. Williams noted that he had reached out to the representatives of the establishment 

but had not heard from them yet.  He said he hoped that he would hear from them soon 
and that a standard settlement agreement could be worked out. 

 
Mr. Williams moved/seconded by Mr. Herman, to recommend that the ANC protest the 
request for a new CT license by DC Culinary Academy, LLC t/a The Outsider at 1357-1359 H 
Street NE (License No. ABRA-110889) unless a signed settlement agreement is submitted 
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before the protest petition date.  The motion passed 5-0 (with Commissioner Soderman 
voting). 
 

B. Discussion of request for new class CT license by Kitsuen, LLC t/a Kitsuen at 1362 H Street 
NE (License No. ABRA-110893). 
● Ms. Yohannes introduced herself as counsel for Kitsuen and introduced Mr. Perry and Mr. 

Johnson, co-owners of the establishment.  Messrs. Perry and Johnson are currently 
minority partners in a nightclub in Northwest, St. Yves.  This is their first venture into a 
food and beverage establishment. 

● The concept for Kitsuen is a high-end ramen shop that also serves craft cocktails.  The 
menu will be streamlined, with a small number of items—likely four different bowls with 
add-ons and steamed buns.   

● There are plans for a summer garden; there will be shrubbery and other items around the 
perimeter to create a buffer, and there will be no noise or music outside.  Management 
will ensure that conversational noise is kept to a reasonable level. 

● Mr. Caruth suggested that management develop a trash collection plan as soon as 
possible, because that is a typical sticking point with neighbors close by.  He also 
suggested the owners consider brick or concrete for the summer garden enclosure.  Mr. 
Johnson stated that the summer garden will have a concrete barrier approximately four 
feet high, plus the plants discussed previously. 

● Mr. Williams explained the typical settlement agreement process and asked if Kitsuen was 
willing to negotiate a settlement agreement.  Ms. Yohannes stated that Kitsuen was 
willing to discuss an agreement that reflects specific neighborhood concerns. 

● Commissioner Soderman noted that there was more of a buffer between Kitsuen and 
residences—more than establishments further west on H Street.  He also stated that he 
was encouraged by their efforts regarding noise mitigation. 

● Mr. Caruth noted that there were other establishments nearby with outdoor spaces, and 
he was encouraged that they were addressing mitigation right off the bat.  He said he felt 
that noise likely wouldn’t be a problem here. 

● Mr. Rzepka asked how late Kitsuen would serve food.  Mr. Johnson stated they would 
serve food until 11:00 pm but may do until midnight on weekends.  He stated that they 
were trying to keep a certain vibe with craft cocktails and mixologists, and that there 
would not be a bar outside. 

● Mr. Williams asked when they intended to open.  The plan is for Kitsuen to open in two 
months and two weeks. 

 
Mr. Williams moved/seconded by Commissioner Soderman, to recommend that the ANC 
protest the request for a new CT license by Kitsuen, LLC t/a Kitsuen at 1362 H Street NE 
(License No. ABRA-110893) unless a signed settlement agreement is submitted before the 
protest petition date.  The motion passed 5-0 (with Commissioner Soderman voting). 

 
 
C. Discussion of license transfer from Liberty Tree to Duffy’s Irish Pub at 1016 H Street NE. 

● Mr. Callister introduced himself as the owner of Duffy’s. 
● Duffy’s has been a part of the U Street NW area for twelve years.  The building they are in 

is being redeveloped, so they negotiated an early termination of their lease and took the 
opportunity to move to the H Street area.  Mr. Callister hopes to return to U Street in the 
future but keep the H Street location as well. 
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● Duffy’s intends to operate similar to how Liberty Tree did previously, serving wings, pizza, 
and similar foods.  Mr. Callister intends to initially adhere to the existing settlement 
agreement but was hoping to update the agreement to bring it more in line with recent 
agreements. 

● Mr. Caruth asked if the dumpster there was located in the outdoor seating area.  Mr. 
Callister stated that there is a space between the sidewalk and the patio, and he is 
working to redo the fence to make collection seamless.  The trash bins will not be visible.  
Trash collection will be daily.  He also plans to add street access to the patio so that dogs 
can be allowed on it. 

● The patio is all seated patrons and is limited by its occupancy level.  Food and drinks will 
be served.  Mr. Callister would like to be able to occasionally wheel out televisions for 
football games and other sporting events; while possible to do without sound, he is hoping 
for an allowance in the agreement to allow for sound at certain times. 

● Commissioner Soderman noted that this location is closer to residences than Kitsuen.  Mr. 
Callister responded that there is already a solid buffer/enclosure that was built as part of 
the existing settlement agreement. 

● Mr. Caruth stated that he believed the summer garden was structurally unique and did 
contain a significant noise buffer.  He stated that he did have some concerns about how 
close to residences it is, but that there does seem to be sufficient noise mitigation. 

● Mr. Williams asked about Mr. Callister’s request for an 11:30 pm (weeknight) and 12:30a 
m (weekend) closing time for the summer garden.  Mr. Callister stated he wanted to 
ensure there was sufficient time to clear the patio starting at the top of the hour.  Mr. 
Callster also noted that the current patio at the U Street area has residences on both 
sides, so he has experience in mitigating noise. 

 
Mr. Williams moved/seconded by Commissioner Soderman, to recommend that the ANC 
accept a new Settlement Agreement for Duffy's Irish Pub and agree to a stipulated 
endorsement allowing Duffy's to operate under its new agreed-upon hours during the placard 
period.  The motion passed 5-0 (with Commissioner Soderman voting). 
 

V. Adjourn 

The Committee adjourned at 7:55 pm.  
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AGENDA 

ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting 

Capitol Hill Towers, 900 G Street NE 

August 27, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

 

I. Called meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 

II. Introductions (5 minutes) 

A. Committee members in attendance: Chair Todd Sloves, Elizabeth Nelson, Marc Brumer, 
Jeff Fletcher, Andrea Adelman, Caitlin Rogger. 

B. Commissioners in attendance: Mike Soderman (6A03) 

III. Announcements – none. 

IV. Community Comment (5 minutes) – none. 

V. New Business 

A. DDOT Public Space Committee permitting for small cell wireless internet infrastructure – 20 
minutes 

i. Chair Todd Sloves provided a brief explanation of the issue and what small cells are.  
He explained that DDOT reached out on Friday to invite ANCs to a stakeholder meeting 
on September 6, 2018 at the Old Council Chambers to provide an overview of the 
process. 

ii. Ms. Elizabeth Nelson clarified that DDOT would not themselves install the cells, but 
just permit private companies to do so in public space.  She said in-person comments 
will be accepted at the DDOT Public Space Committee’s public hearing on October 15th, 
but written comments must be provided by October 5, 2018. 

iii. Commissioner Mike Soderman provided some background information on how the 
technology works because he works on projects in other cities rolling out small cell 
networks. He clarified that he has no contractual ties to the process in DC and is not 
involved in it through his employment in DC in any way.  He explained that it is 
important to ensure that the encasing of the small cell unit be aesthetically pleasing in 
historic districts. He also pointed out that DDOT’s draft regulations allow for much 
more leniency in alleys.  He said the boxes in the diagrams provided by DDOT seem 
much smaller than the norm.  He also raised concerns about the proximity of 
placement to windows and houses.  He said that the radio beams can be focused very 
accurately, but it must be ensured they are all installed and calibrated properly so no 
one is put at risk.  Finally, he clarified that there is also an underground component to 
the installation that will require quite a bit of digging up and disruption. 

iv. Mr. Jeff Fletcher asked Mr. Soderman if different carriers are willing to locate their 
small cells on the same pole.  Soderman clarified that they cannot actually co-locate 
cells; each cell needs its own location.  Chair Sloves pointed out that this could mean 
hundreds of poles of cells throughout neighborhoods. 

v. Mr. Brumer asked what rights property owners have.  Given that cells need a direct line 
of sight between one another, he asked what would happen in the case of trees 
growing in the way.  Would a homeowner on whose property the tree sits be 
responsible for trimming it?  What would happen if a homeowner wanted to add an 
additional level to their home?  Could a company object because of interference with 
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the cells?  Mr. Soderman said these are all good questions and DDOT has not provided 
clarity on that. 

vi. Mr. Soderman quoted from DDOT’s own document a line reasserting the importance of 
public space and the city’s prerogative to maintain its integrity.  He says this indicates 
ANC’s input ought to be taken seriously. 

vii. Ms. Andrea Adelman asked if the permitting was only for new poles or also adding cells 
to existing ones.  Mr. Soderman clarified that it was both. 

viii. Ms. Nelson said that regardless of what ANC 6A’s comments are on the merits of the 
guidance, the ANC should assert that ANCs should have at least sixty (60) days from the 
date of notice to provide comments.  She also said ANCs should have a second 
opportunity to comment on any revised regulations. 

ix. Mr. Sloves asked who would be able to attend the September 6, 2018 meeting on ANC 
6A’s behalf.  Mr. Soderman said he would attend, Ms. Nelson said she would go as well, 
but Mr. Fletcher could serve as a back-up.  Mr. Sloves also said he was happy to pinch 
hit if needed. 

 
Recommendation: Ms. Nelson moved that the Committee recommend that ANC 6A send a 
letter to DDOT’s Public Space Committee asserting that ANCs should have sixty (60) 
days from the date of notice to provide comment on the small cell guidelines proposal. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously, 7-0, with the 
support of Commissioner Soderman. 

B. Recommendation regarding traffic safety and changes at intersection of Eighth (8th) Street 
NE and D Street NE – 10 minutes 
i. Mr. Soderman gave an overview of DDOT’s proposed changes at this intersection. On the 

ANC 6C side of Eighth (8th) Street, they plan to put in forty (40) feet of fifteen (15)-
minute parking and install approximately twenty (20)-feet of bulb-outs to prevent 
parking too close to the intersection, which impedes the line of sight of pedestrians. 

ii. Mr.Sloves recounted ANC 6A’s history of requesting this intersection be converted to a 
four (4) way stop and explained that Councilmember Charles Allen had recently written 
to DDOT reiterating the need to do this to ensure pedestrian and driver safety at the 
intersection.  He suggested ANC 6A should send a letter of its own reiterating these 
points and endorsing the Councilmember’s letter. 

 
Recommendation: Ms. Nelson moved that the committee recommend that ANC 6A send a 
letter to DDOT endorsing safety improvements at Eighth (8th) Street NE and D Street NE 
and reiterating the need to convert the intersection to a four (4)-way stop. The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Caitlin Rogger and passed unanimously, 7-0, with the support of 
Commissioner Soderman. 

VI. Additional Community Comment (time permitting) 

A. Ms. Adelman noted that at a recent meeting of the Bike Advisory Council, DDOT Director 
Marootian said DDOT would not have community engagement representatives for each ward 
that directly report to him.  She said we should find out who our ward representative is and 
engage them. She also pointed out that the top bike/pedestrian person at DDOT is someone 
who our community knows well from his work on the Maryland Avenue redesign project – 
George Branyan.  She said he will be a good ally on issues of bike and pedestrian safety. 

VII. Adjourned meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
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September xx, 2018 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulations 

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003 

 

Re: Design Guidelines for Small Cell Infrastructure 

 

Dear Associate Director Marcou: 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on September 13, 2018, our Commission voted X-X-

X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to express our concerns regarding the draft Guidelines for 

Small Cell Infrastructure.  

 

We have two procedural concerns: 

1. Although the guidelines have been in development since November 2017, our ANC did not receive the 

draft guidelines until August 27, 2018 and DDOT declined requests to meet and answer questions until 

the public meeting on September 6, 2018.  Given the monthly meeting schedule of the ANCs, a deadline 

of October 5 for submission of written comments (October 15 for in-person testimony) is 

unreasonable.   The hearing should be rescheduled for sometime in November and the deadline for 

written comments be extended for at least thirty (30) days. 

 

2. When a revised draft of the Design Guidelines has been prepared, incorporating both public comment 

and that of the installation companies, there must be another round of review, open meetings, and 

comment so that the public, including the ANCs can respond to changes.  In the document. It will not be 

acceptable to deny the public an opportunity to comment on accommodations made to the installation 

companies. 

 

A request (prior to end of comment period) for the following information: 

• Why are the “Carriers and third (3rd) party service providers “who are not actual utilities and are not 

overseen by any local government agency or commission getting use of our right of way?  

• Are they going to be afforded eminent domain in locations where residents are against the deployment of 

these systems but the Carriers say they must have them?  

• What is the fee structure for the lease of each of these small cell locations?  On what basis was that 

negotiated? 

 

                                                 
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

 

mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
mailto:newhilleast@yahoogroups.com
http://www.anc6a.org/
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And the following initial comments on the draft guidelines document: 

 

Section 8.4: Spacing Among Streetscape Elements should be modified to include the following: "When 

requesting a permit, Installation companies forego any expectation that the tree canopy will be reduced or 

modified at that location, either on private or public property.  They must factor into their selection 

process, the existence, and likely future growth, of all trees in public space or on private property and not 

subsequently request modification of the tree canopy.  DDOT reserves the right to plant trees in all tree 

box location, whether or not a tree is present at the time of the small cell installation.  Further, DDOT 

reserves the right to maintain said trees in whatever way necessary to ensure tree health and will not 

prune them, or allow them to be pruned, to accommodate small cell infrastructure. 

 

A new Section on monitoring and accountability should be added, perhaps as Section 5.6 under General 

Guidelines, to include the following: 

• Validation of the electro-magnetic fields (EMF) levels of each location, as well as the “heat maps” 

for all frequencies must be provided by a qualified independent third-party testing company, at the 

expense of the carriers.  

• These reposts would be made public (at a minimum) when a new installation is completed and 

subsequently on an annual basis. 

• DDOT should be held responsible to inspect each installation prior to, during and upon completion to 

make sure the physical guidelines/ requirements are adhered to. 

 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this important issue. Should you wish to 

discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at philanc6a@gmail.com. We 

look forward to continued participation in this process. 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

 

Phil Toomajian, 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

 

mailto:philanc6a@gmail.com
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September 13, 2018 

 

Mr. Jeff Marootian 

Director, District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003 

 

Re: Intersection of 8th Street NE and D Street NE 

 

Dear Director Marootian: 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting2 on September 13, 2018, our Commission voted X-X-

X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to share our views with you regarding the District 

Department of Transportation’s (DDOT) planned changes at the intersection of 8th and D Streets NE.  ANC 

6A appreciates your attention to this troubling location and supports to the proposed changes, but continues 

to believe the best solution for improvements to driver and pedestrian safety at this intersection is a 

conversion of the current two-way stop to a all-way stop.  

 

As we described in previous communications, this intersection is located just a few hundred feet south of a 

traffic signal at Maryland Avenue NE and 8th Street NE. A similar four-way intersection on the north side of 

Maryland, at 8th Street NE and E Street NE, is regulated by a four-way stop. However, the intersection at 8th 

Street NE and D Street NE is only a two-way stop; traffic on 8th Street does not stop. Many of the 

intersections in the vicinity are regulated by all-way stop signs. The exception at this location creates 

confusion for motorists and pedestrians alike. Drivers and pedestrians approaching the intersection on D 

Street NE at times expect drivers on 8th Street NE to stop, assuming it to be an all-way stop. At times, 

motorists on 8th Street stop even though they are not supposed to, adding further to confusion. More often 

than not, drivers rush through the intersection to make the changing traffic light at Maryland Avenue, 

disregarding pedestrians in the crosswalk.  

 

Secondly, given that DDOT is also seeking to remove Residential Protected Parking (RPP) in order to create 

a short-term parking area, we request that DDOT evaluate the immediate vicinity for creating additional RPP 

parking spaces in order to offset the loss created by this change. 

 

We appreciate DDOT’s attention to improving safety at this intersection and support curb extensions and 

flex-posts at this location.  However, we are concerned that this partial solution will not fully resolve the 

problems experienced at this intersection. Members of our community have witnessed many near-misses, 

and we believe the only way to avoid a future tragedy is to implement an all-way stop.  We hope you will 

continue to consider converting the location to an all-way stop should our fears ring true upon the installation 

of the proposed changes here.   

 

Thank you for giving great weight to the recommendation of ANC 6A. I can be reached at 

philANC6A@gmail.com. 

                                                 
2ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
mailto:newhilleast@yahoogroups.com
http://www.anc6a.org/
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On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

 

Phil Toomajian, 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

 

Cc: Councilmember Charles Allen 

 ANC6C Chair Karen Wirt 
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No report.  Committee did not meet in July and August 2018. 
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September XX, 2018 

 

 

Mr. Clifford Moy 

Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 

441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Re: BZA Case No. 19802 (1318 Constitution Avenue, NE) 

 

Dear Mr. Moy, 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting3 on September 13, 2018, our Commission voted X-X-

X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the Applicant's request pursuant to 11 DCMR 

Subtitle X, Chapter 9, for a special exception under Subtitle E §§ 205.5 and 5201 and Subtitle Section 

1502.1(b) and (c) from the rear addition requirements of Subtitle E § 205.4, to construct a rear roof deck and 

access stairwell at in the RF-1 Zone.  

 

The design has taken measures to ensure that the addition is in the character of the neighborhood and it will 

not disrupt the privacy, air and light of neighbors.  The owner has proven that the special exception criteria 

have been met through submission of architectural elevations and a shade study.  The ANC believes that this 

development will not substantially visually intrude upon the character, scale, and pattern of houses in the 

neighborhood. 

 

Please be advised that Brad Greenfield and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of 

this case.  I can be contacted at philanc6a@gmail.com and Mr. Greenfield can be contacted at 

brad.greenfield@gmail.com. 

 

On Behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

 

Phil Toomajian 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

  

 
  

                                                 
3  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

 

mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
mailto:newhilleast@yahoogroups.com
http://www.anc6a.org/
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