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Second (2nd) Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Call-in Conference via WebEx 
Call-in Number: 202-860-2110 - Meeting number (access code): 172 944 9396 

For those attending via WebEx: use this link: 
https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef7b1f302f97b4154539a0fd6a7e6f54d 

Public Meeting – All are welcome 
 
7:00 pm Call to order 
 
7:02 pm Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes, Adopt Agenda 
 

7:05 pm Community Presentations……………………………………………………………………………………………pg. 9 

• MPD Services for the Deaf and LGBTQ Communities – Officer Anthony Walsh 

• Streateries and Arts in the Right-of-Way Program - Emma Blondin, DDOT Transportation 
Planner, Neighborhood Planning Branch 

 

7:30 pm Officer Reports.………………………………………………………………………………………………………..pg. 37 

1. Approve October 2020 Treasurer’s Report 

2. Approve FY20 4th Quarter Report 
3. Approve FY2020-21 Budget Plan 

 
 Standing Committee Reports: 

7:45 pm Community Outreach..………………………………………………………………………………………………pg. 41 

1. Approve September 2020 committee report. 
Old Business 
2. Recommendation: ANC6A send letters to Commander Morgan C. Kane, MPD First 

District, and Commander William Fitzgerald, MPD Fifth District, to raise concerns 
about reports from constituents that MPD is not in compliance with current health and 
safety guidelines and other regulations pertaining to ensuring reasonable 
accommodations for all community members, including sign language interpretation. 

3. Recommendation: ANC6A send a letter to DPR inquiring how they plan to ensure 
access to recreation centers and facilities for the community going forward. 

New Business 
4. Recommendation: ANC6A approve the updated Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

(ANC) 6A Grant Request Application Form (revised 9/20) for posting on the ANC6A 
website. 

5. Recommendation: ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $3,000 to the Eliot-Hine 
(EHS) Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for the establishment and operation of a 
community emergency relief pantry. 

6. Recommendation: ANC6A approve the appointments of Sarah Bell and Marc Friend to 
the Community Outreach Committee (COC).  

7. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 26, 2020 (4th Monday) 
 

8:00 pm Alcohol Beverage Licensing………………………………………………………………………………..…..pg. 57 

1. Approve October 2020 committee report. 

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef7b1f302f97b4154539a0fd6a7e6f54d
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2. Recommendation: ANC 6A take no action for the renewal application for Wen De 
Zhang & Yang You Feng, t/a China House, 1601 Benning Road NE (ABRA- 025169).   

3. Recommendation: ANC take no action for the renewal application for Mochi, Inc. t/a 
DC Supermarket, 539 8 Street NE (ABRA-074927). 

4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, TBA 
 

8:10 pm Transportation and Public Space…………………………………………………………………………..pg. 59 

1. Approve September 2020 committee report. 
2. Commissioner Gove submits the below amended motion for consideration based 

on additional information received subsequent to the TPS meeting: 
Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT in support of NOI #20-79-PSD for the 
proposed Advisory Bike Lane Project on Tennessee Avenue NE to include the following 
comments and recommendations:   

• Requesting raised crosswalks at the intersections of Tennessee Avenue NE with 
special attention to those at C Street, E Street and 14th Street NE, if determined 
to be feasible 

• Additional traffic calming measures on the 200 block of 13th Street NE, potentially 
including raised crosswalks and/or speed humps and a clear connection for the 
southbound bike route from the 200 block of Tennessee Ave NE 

• Additional traffic calming measures in the 200-500 blocks of Tennessee Ave NE, 
including speed humps if feasible 

• Installation of yield control and one way or do not enter signs at the intersection at 
south end of triangle park at north end of 100 block of Tennessee Ave NE 

• Installation of traffic calming measures, including speed humps, in the 100 block of 
13th to prevent conflicts with the bike lane path 

• Minimize, to the extent possible, any loss in linear feet of parking other than 
sightline setbacks required to protect vulnerable users 

• Removal of proposed diagonal painted lines on the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue 
NE   

• Diagonal parking with painted lines on the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue NE 

• Additional opportunity to review and comment (a second NOI) for the intersection 
at 13th Street and Constitution Avenue NE. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT in support of public space 
application 353808 (for a fence on public space that exceeds 42" in height and is less 
than 50% open) at 1660 Gales Street NE, conditional on the Commissioners receiving 
additional detail including drawings showing the fence design and materials to be 
used, by October 1, 2020 and the Commissioners approving the design and materials. 

Committee Chair Nelson submits the below amended motion for consideration 
based on additional information received subsequent to the TPS meeting : 

ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT in opposition to the public space application 353808 
(for a fence on public space that exceeds 42" in height and is less than 50% open) 
at 1660 Gales Street NE because, subsequent to the TPS meeting, it was 
determined that the fence would be installed on public space that does 
not adjoin the applicant's property. [Details are in the draft letter.] 

4. Suggested Motion: ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT requesting a postponement in the 
following matter due to insufficient notice and incomplete information.  Public Space 
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Permit application #358240 to install an 8x10 ft. garden shed on public space in a 
corner lot at 205 15th Street NE.  Received 9/18/20; response due 10/9/20.  
Application drawing does not show placement of the shed. 

5. Suggested Motion:  ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT expressing objection to insufficient 
notice and the [apparent] approval prior to the stated response date.  Public Space 
Permit application #355976 at 618 14th Street NE.  Received 9/18/20; response due 
10/12/20; apparent approval date 9/21/20. 

6. Suggested Motion:  ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT calling attention to a pattern of 
insufficient notice for consideration of public space applications, specifically, DDOT 
PSRA Permit Tracking# 359474, Review# 685885, window wells at 331 15th Street NE.  

7. Suggested Motion:  ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT requesting a postponement in the 
following matter due to insufficient notice and incomplete information.  DDOT PSRA 
Permit Tracking# 359474, Review# 685885, window wells at 331 15th Street NE. 
Received 10/02/2020; response due 10/28/2020. 

8. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 20, 2020 (3rd Monday) 
 

8:30 pm Economic Development and Zoning………………………………………………..……………………pg. 106 

1. Approve September 2020 committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of support to BZA for a special exception 

under Subtitle E § 5201 from the lot occupancy requirements of Subtitle E § 304.1, to 
construct a one-story rear addition to an existing attached flat at 128 12th Street, NE 
(BZA Case #20310) in the RF-1 Zone. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of support to DCRA for the raze permit 
request to demolish a single-bay accessory garage at 1511 A Street, NE, a four-bay 
accessory garage at 1513 A Street, NE, and a six-bay accessory garage at 1515 A 
Street, NE, on the condition that the owner’s intent and plans conform to the plans 
previously provided and approved by the BZA, and on the condition that the raze 
permit only covers the accessory structures. 

4. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 22, 2020 (3rd Wednesday) 
 
8:40 pm New Business 

 
8:45 pm Single Member District reports (1 minute each) 
 
8:55 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
 
9:00 pm Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Minutes 

WebEx Meeting 
September 10th, 2020 

 
Present: Commissioners Amber Gove (Chair), Phil Toomajian, Mike Soderman, Ruth Ann Hudson, Brian 
Alcorn, Stephanie Zimny, Marie-Claire Brown and Sondra Philips-Gilbert.  
 
The meeting convened virtually via WebEx at 7:00 pm.  
 
Commissioner Amber Gove called the roll and announced the presence of a quorum. 
 
The minutes for the ANC July 2020 meeting were accepted, and the agenda for the September 2020 
meeting was accepted by unanimous consent without changes or objection.  
 
Community Presentations 
Assistant United States Attorney Doug Klein  
Assistant United States Attorney Doug Klein appreciates everything the ANC Commissioners are doing 
during the pandemic to keep citizens informed and gave an update on recent activities from the 
Attorney’s Office.  Over the past year, the Attorney’s office has charged more than 9,500 cases, including 
more than 2,500 felony cases and about 125 protest-related criminal cases between May 28 and August 1, 
2020.  In the past three weeks, five additional individuals were charged with violent crimes, included 
assault and battery against local police officers, arson, destruction of private and government property, 
rioting, etc.  Mr. Klein responded to a question about prosecution of “felon in possession” cases, citing a 
recent Washington Post article about federal prosecution of such cases, specifically from the Fifth, Sixth 
and Seventh Districts. Mr. Klein explained that, under previous US Attorney Jessie Liu’s tenure, an 
initiative launched in response to a spike in violent crimes; the initiative involved targeting and 
prosecuting in Federal court individuals convicted of gun and violent crimes in the past, as these 
individuals were committing a majority of the violent crimes in certain DC communities. In federal court 
the Attorney’s office can seek mandatory minimums for these offenses and hold people in jail pending 
trial.  This was a city-wide initiative but the office targeted criminals in the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh 
Districts specifically since this is where most violent crimes were occurring.  Under current U.S. Attorney 
General Michael Sherwin, this initiative is city-wide, encompassing all districts.  Whether the case goes to 
Federal or D.C. Superior Court, the juries are both made up of DC citizens.  Mr. Klein emphasized that 
there is no discriminatory intent in this initiative and that the Attorney’s office was and continues to 
target individuals who are terrorizing and threatening communities regardless of race or background.  For 
further comments, Mr. Klein can be reached at douglas.klein@usdoj.gov or 202 660 2150.  Mr. Klein noted 
that while D.C. Superior Court is not closed, there are no jury trials and all court hearings are virtual, 
including criminal status hearings, arraignments and sentencing.  Finally, Mr. Klein will be sharing any 
domestic violence statistics and information with the ANC and encouraged continued submission of 
community impact statements. 
 
Officer Reports 
The July and August 2020 Treasurer’s reports were presented by Commissioner Brian Alcorn who reported 
the 3 expenditures accrued in this time period: $265.89 for webmaster services (Check 1941) and two 
existing obligations totaling $550.00 (Checks 1920 and 1922). There was one credit in the amount of 
$5,445.00 from the DC Government as the Q1 2020 Allotment for ANC6A.  The opening uncommitted 
funds available were $26,834.82; the closing uncommitted funds are $31,519.93.  The savings account 

mailto:douglas.klein@usdoj.gov
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opened at $100.04, gained $.01 of interest, and closed at $100.05.  The Treasurer’s report was approved 
by unanimous consent.  Additionally, Commissioner Alcorn informed ANC6A that the Fiscal Year 2021 
ANC6A budget will remain unchanged at $21,783.25 and he plans to present a 2021 budget proposal at 
the October 2020 ANC6A meeting.  He asked that all Commissioners please provide their input on any 
budgetary special requests a week in advance of the meeting to Commissioners Gove and himself.  
 
Standing Committee Reports: 
Community Outreach 
8. The August 2020 committee report was approved by unanimous consent.  
9. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Gove seconded that ANC6A add the topic of the 

June 14, 2020 ANC 6A Letter to the DC Council regarding funding for the Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) in the FY 20-21 D.C. budget to the September 2020 agenda and provide adequate 
time for Commissioners to comment on input from residents. For further consideration, ANC6A draft a 
follow up letter to the DC Council which includes comments from ANC 6A residents.  The 
recommendation was the result of a COC-sponsored  community listening session on August 24, 2020.  
Commissioners Gove, Alcorn, Sondra Philips-Gilbert and Marie-Claire Brown made statements, 
recognizing systemic racism, citing the recent shooting of Deon Kay, acknowledging the positive work 
of MPD, and apologizing for the way the June 14, 2020 letter was handled.  Commissioners noted that 
this item should have been on the agenda for both transparency and opportunity for community 
comment and are committed to redoubling efforts to ensure future new business items are added to 
agendas in advance.  Commissioners noted that, even better adherence to the agenda process, the 
result would have been the same due to overwhelming support from the community.  Several of the 
Commissioners have been personally attacked and accused by community members of being racist; 
Commissioners believe this is categorically untrue and emphasized that the Commission in no way 
supports police brutality and violence.  Commissioner Philips-Gilbert urged community members to 
stop posting “misleading literature” on the subject as it is a disservice to the community.  The June 
14, 2020 letter cannot be rescinded since the budget vote is complete.  Community members have 
many avenues for community engagement: first and foremost, if residents have specific instances and 
concerns about the conduct of MPD, they should contact MPD’s Community Outreach Coordinators or 
the Office of Police Complaints, which is independent of MPD.  Residents can submit testimony to the 
D.C. Council for future budget meetings; testimony is now being accepted for the Comprehensive 
Policing and Justice Reform Amendment Act of 2020.  Residents can also continue having their voices 
heard in ANC and Committee meetings.  Residents’ comments will be forwarded to the ANC6A to D.C. 
Council.  Commissioner Gove highlighted that this is a unique moment in history and it is vital that as 
many voices as possible are heard.  Several residents were given the chance to comment on the June 
14, 2020 letter; opinions were evenly split between support and disapproval.  The recommendation to 
forward the draft letter with community comments, inclusive of all comments received by end of day 
September 17, 2020, to DC Council passed 8-0. 

10. The Committee recommend that ANC6A send letters to Commander Morgan C. Kane, MPD First 
District, and Commander William Fitzgerald, MPD Fifth District, to raise concerns about reports from 
constituents that MPD is not in compliance with current health and safety guidelines and other 
regulations pertaining to ensuring reasonable accommodations for all community members, including 
sign language interpretation. This letter was omitted from the ANC6A Agenda Package due to 
technical glitches; the issue was tabled until the October 2020 ANC6A meeting.  In the interim, 
Commissioner Phil Toomajian will ask for a preliminary response and provide detailed feedback at the 
ANC’s October 2020 meeting. 

11. The Committee recommended that ANC6A send a letter to DPR inquiring how they plan to ensure 
access to recreation centers and facilities for the community going forward.  The letter was omitted 
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from the ANC6A Agenda Package due to technical glitches; the issue was tabled until the October 
2020 ANC6A meeting. 

12. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 28, 2020 (4th Monday) 
 
Alcohol Beverage Licensing  
5. The August 2020 committee report was approved by unanimous consent  
6. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Philips-Gilbert seconded that ANC 6A send a letter 

of support for the stipulated application of DC Culinary Academy, LLC, t/a Brine at 1357-1359 H 
Street NE (ABRA #110889) for a modification to the establishment’s ABRA license to add a Summer 
Garden endorsement, and that the ANC authorize the Chair of the ANC and/or Co-Chairs of the ABL to 
sign the letter.  The recommendation passed 8-0.  

7. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Brown seconded that ANC 6A modify its settlement 
agreement with Callister Technology and Entertainment, LLC, t/a Duffy’s Irish Pub at 1016 H Street 
NE (ABRA #111076) to allow for four special events per year with live music in the summer garden 
until 9:00 pm, provided that notice of the event be given to the Chair of the ANC and the Co-Chairs of 
the ABL at least 48 hours before the event, and that the ANC authorize the Chair of the ANC and/or 
Co-Chairs of the ABL to negotiate and file the modification.  This sets a meaningful precedent for 
other establishments, should they have similar requests.  Commissioner Brown asked to add to the 
agreement(s) that failure to adhere to 9:00 pm end time to events should result in consequences.  
ABL will discuss with Duffy’s the feasibility of notifying neighbors as well as Commissioners and ABL. 
The recommendation passed 8-0.  

8. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Mike Soderman seconded that ANC 6A modify its 
settlement agreement with Callister Technology and Entertainment, LLC, t/a Duffy’s Irish Pub at 1016 
H Street NE (ABRA #111076) to allow for a second sidewalk café, coterminous with the designated 
“parklet,” with identical hours to the establishment’s existing sidewalk café, an occupancy limit 
consistent with all DC government guidance and restrictions, and that the ANC authorize the Chair of 
the ANC and/or Co-Chairs of the ABL to negotiate and file such modification.  The recommendation 
passed 8-0. 

9. Commissioner Brown moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded that ABL meetings officially be 
moved to the first Tuesday of each month.  The motion passed 8-0. 

10. Commissioner Brown moved and Commissioner Toomajian seconded to accept Justin Rzepka’s 
resignation from the ABL.  The motion passed 8-0.  

11. ABL is looking for new members – those interested can contact the ABL Co-Chairs Mark Samburg 
(msamburg@gmail.com) or Nick Alberti (alberti6a04@yahoo.com).  

12. No September meeting due to lack of agenda items.  Next meeting – 7:00 pm, October 6, 2020  (1st 
Tuesday). 

 
Transportation and Public Space 
2. The August 2020 committee report was approved by unanimous consent.  
3. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Toomajian seconded that ANC 6A send a letter to 

DDOT requesting striping at a list of intersections to be assembled by the TPS, with opportunity for 
community input prior to the next ANC meeting.  Initial draft list: D Street at each intersection from 
9th to 14th Street, plus 16th and 19th Street NE; 12th Street at C, D & E Streets NE, Wylie Court and I 
Street NE; I Street from 8th Street to Florida Avenue NE; 13th Street at D, E & F Streets NE. 
Commissioner Gove requests that all Commissioners walk their neighborhoods to double check 
intersections that still need striping and striping that has already been completed. The 
recommendation passed 8-0.  

mailto:msamburg@gmail.com
mailto:alberti6a04@yahoo.com
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4. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Brown seconded that 6A send a letter of support to 
DDOT for Request 20-00105420 for speed humps on the 1600 and 2000 blocks of D Street NE.  
Commissioner Gove proposed an amendment to the letter; it should state “between the 1600 and 
2000 blocks, inclusive.  The amended motion passed 8-0.  

5. Commissioner Philips-Gilbert moved and Commissioner Brown seconded that ANC 6A send a letter to 
DDOT requesting a hearing postponement of Public Space Application 353808 for the replacement of a 
non-conforming fence at 1660 Gales Street NE because the case was received by the ANC without 30 
days’ notice prior to the hearing.  The residents are requesting the fence (solid 6’ wood) for more 
privacy and to prevent the current trash accumulation and soliciting.  They confirm that no neighbors 
would be impacted and neither would  line-of-sight of vehicles.  A hearing postponement would allow 
time for community comment and for an informed vote by Commissioners in October 2020.  The 
motion passed 8-0.  

6. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 21, 2020 (3rd Monday) 
 
Economic Development and Zoning 
5. The July 2020 committee report was approved by unanimous consent  
6. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Brown seconded that ANC require extra signage 

announcing upcoming EDZ meeting and ANC meeting dates for all applicants for zoning and historic 
district relief before they are added to an agenda for the EDZ.  The signage will be printed and made 
available by the ANC, and must be posted in a prominent location.  These would be additional 
placards to the ones already required by law; the recommendation is for a pilot program.  There was 
discussion whether the onus of printing should be on the ANC or the applicant.  During the pilot 
period, the ANC will cover the printing expenses.  The recommendation passed 8-0.  

7. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, September 16, 2020 (3rd Wednesday) 
 
New Business 
None  
 
Single Member District reports  
Commissioner Alcorn (6A08) spoke about some of the escalations he has dealt with, including parking at 
Master Liquor, a problematic AirBnB on 19th Street NE and a follow up on an October 2019 traffic study on 
19th Street NE. 
 
Commissioner Brown (6A01) has had a few complaints about injuries on sidewalks due to uneven 
pavement and is working with Andrew DeFrank on repairs.  There is also water accumulation; she 
recommended revisiting some stormwater drains to investigate the cause of the buildup.  Commissioner 
Brown also noted that package thefts are rising again and recommends having security cameras.  Finally, 
she has gotten several calls about residential parking and reminds residents that DPW is not ticketing at 
this time.  
 
Commissioner Soderman (6A03) has heard complaints about excessive speeding in his SMD on 9th, 10th, and 
11th Streets, C Street and Constitution Avenue and is working with MPD and DDOT to bring this issue to 
their attention.  Commissioner Soderman has also heard complaints about residential parking and echoed 
concerns about rising package thefts and car break ins.  The grant for security cameras through a DC 
program is still available and residents should register their cameras with MPD.  Finally, he mentioned 
that there was a fatality in his SMD – someone was driving the wrong way on 11th Street NE and collided 
into a scooter, resulting in a fatality.  
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Commissioner Toomajian (6A02) thanks engaged neighbors participating and advocating for progress.  
 
Commissioner Philips-Gilbert (6A07) has been working with the office of the attorney general to pull 
business owners of the laundromat in her SMD together and address loitering issues.  She is working with 
Benning Court residents who are looking for a housing advocate to address public safety issues.  She did 
speak to a DPR representative this week and will follow up with a letter advocating for a socially distant 
event.  She has been dealing with abandoned vehicles and is working with Mr. DeFrank to get signage for 
the area.  She has also had complaints about residential parking.  Constant dumping is a problem and she 
is making constituents aware of who to contact when they see dumping.  
 
Commissioner Ruth Ann Hudson (6A05) has seen a similar uptick in package thefts and also encouraged 
residents to get security cameras.  
 
Commissioner Stephanie Zimny (6A06) reported a car stolen in her SMD at 11 am on a Sunday and 
encourages security cameras.  She is proud of Miner Elementary School for coming together and making 
sure all students would have the proper technology needed for virtual schooling.  
 
Commissioner Gove (6A04) reported that Eliot-Hine will be submitting a grant to be a food bank host site.  
She urges Commissioners to encourage their constituents to fill out the census and register to vote.  
Finally, Commissioner Gove is grateful for the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue for quickly responding to 
her email about speed hump installation on the street.  
 
Community Comments 
Two community members spoke out in opposition to continued funding of MPD and disapproval of 
ANC6A’s June 14, 2020 letter.  Community members stated that MPD does not keep our community safe, 
citing the continued use of tear gas and the recent shooting of 18-year old Deon Kay as a few examples 
among many.  
 
There was a complaint about the use of WebEx as a virtual meeting platform from an accessibility 
standpoint; WebEx is the platform offered through the Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 
(OANC).  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 
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Minutes 
ANC 6A Community Outreach Committee (COC) of 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Regular Meeting – September 28, 2020 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
Quorum present. 
 
COC members present: Roni Hollmon (Chair), Stefany Thangavelu, Gladys Mack and Jason Gresh 
COC members absent: None 
Commissioners present: Amber Gove, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Michael Soderman and Brian Alcorn 
 
Community members present:  Taylor Ofori (interpreter) Lindsay Smalley (interpreter), Liz 
Campbell, Robert Campbell, Lena Heid, Robb Dooling, Marc Friend and Sarah Bell. 
 
Eliot Hine Grant Request 
A grant in the amount of $3,000 to the Eliot-Hine (EHS) Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for the 
establishment and operation of a community emergency relief pantry was presented by Elizabeth and 
Robert Campbell, parents at EHS, and Lena Heid, Connected Schools Liaison for EHS.  A PowerPoint 
presentation was presented to support the grant. 
 
Commissioner Amber Gove made a motion that ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $3,000 to the 
Eliot-Hine (EHS) Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for the establishment and operation of a 
community emergency relief pantry.  Commissioner Mike Soderman seconded.  Motion approved by a 
vote of 8-0-0. 
 
Suggested Motion:  ANC6A approve the appointment of Sarah Bell and Marc Friend to the Community 
Outreach Committee. 

 
Ms. Hollmon made a motion that the ANC6A approve the updated Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
(ANC) 6A Grant Request Application Form (revised 9/20) for posting on the ANC6A website.  
Committee member Stefany Thangavelu seconded.  Motion carried 8-0-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:41 pm. 
 

The next regular meeting of the ANC 6A COC will be October 26, 2020 at 7:00 pm 
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October xx, 2020 

 

 

 

Morgan C. Kane 

First District Commander 

101 M Street SW 

Washington, DC 20024 

 

Subj: Police Interaction with the Public during the Covid-19 Epidemic 

 

Dear Commander Kane: 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted X-

X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) acting upon testimony received during the ANC 6A 

Community Listening Session of August 24, 2020, from community member Mr. Rico Dancy, who self-

identified as being deaf/hard of hearing, said that MPD officers that responded to him on a call were not 

inclined to contact an interpreter for him.  In addition, Mr. Dancy and others have said officers have not 

been wearing face masks when interacting with the public. 

 

The ANC requests that all MPD officers remain in compliance with present health and safety guidelines 

and regulations pertaining to ensuring reasonable accommodations for all community members, 

including sign language interpretation. 

 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish 

to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at 

amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, ANC 6A Commission 

 

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, 

and newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag.  

mailto:amberanc6a@gmail.com
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October xx, 2020 

 

 

 

Commander William FitzGerald 

Fifth District, Metropolitan Police Department 

1805 Bladensburg Road NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Subj: Police Interaction with the Public during the Covid-19 Epidemic 

 

Dear Commander FitzGerald: 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted X-

X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) acting upon testimony received during the ANC 6A 

Community Listening Session of August 24, 2020, from community member Mr. Rico Dancy, who self-

identified as being deaf/hard of hearing, said that MPD officers that responded to him on a call were not 

inclined to contact an interpreter for him.  In addition, Mr. Dancy and others have said officers have not 

been wearing face masks when interacting with the public. 

 

The ANC requests that all MPD officers remain in compliance with present health and safety guidelines 

and regulations pertaining to ensuring reasonable accommodations for all community members, 

including sign language interpretation. 

 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, ANC 6A Commission 

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, 

and newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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October xx, 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Delano Hunter 

Director 

Department of Parks and Recreation 

1275 First Street NE 

Washington DC 20002 

 

Subj: ANC6A Statement – Reopening public spaces during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Dear Director Hunter: 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted X-

X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to request that specified District of Columbia parks 

and recreational facilities reopen, in accordance with DC Health Phase 2 reopening guidelines.2  This 

letter strongly recommends that the city allocate investments to ensure these facilities stay open to 

support community health and well-being.  Ward 6A brings special attention to Rosedale Recreation 

Facility and Sherwood Recreation Center. 

The dangers of Covid-19 are well known; however, it is equally important that communities maintain 

their social fabric during tough times.  This Halloween will mark the 5th Anniversary of the Halloween 

celebration sponsored by Commissioner Sondra Phillips-Gilbert at the Rosedale Recreation Center.  We 

request that DPR make sufficient investments, centered on existing guidance concerning sanitation, 

spacing, crowd limitations (no more than 50 people), safeguards for employees, facility considerations 

(i.e., improving ventilation), etc., to ensure this event can be held safely on October 31, 2020.   

The steps required to reopen these facilities will require work, but this is very possible to do safely with 

the necessary planning and resources to support our community in ANC 6A.  As other nearby 

communities have already proven, we encourage DPR to look for more innovative solutions to keep 

these facilities open throughout Phase 2.  Currently, the lack of access to recreational facilities acutely 

affects kids in vulnerable communities who are experiencing a disproportionate number of stressors.  

We believe that having strict health protocols in place at these facilities - as mentioned in existing 

guidance - could safely mitigate the spread of the Coronavirus while allowing much needed social relief 

and positive health benefits to our community.  Furthermore, ANC 6A is a diverse community where 

these services are acutely needed - many of our residents cannot afford private and individual solutions.  

This disparity has already been felt when we have private facilities, such as pools at the YMCA 

(https://www.ymcadc.org/reserve-your-y-time/) and nearby public pools, such as Prince George's 

 
1  ANC6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag.  
2  See DC Health Phase 2 Guidance for Parks and Open Spaces, updated August 20, 2020, and found at 

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/healthguidance 

https://www.ymcadc.org/reserve-your-y-time/
http://www.anc6a.org/
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County (http://www.pgparks.com/1006/Aquatics) open while District facilities have been closed. 

Outdoor activities are some of the safest options for children during COVID with direct benefits both 

physically and mentally.1These facilities and the enrichment programs they offer are not just nice to 

have but are necessary to help those most directly impacted by these difficult times to ensure safe and 

healthy places to play and get essential services to support wellbeing in DC.    

It is urgent that DPR reopen and expand the offerings at Deanwood & Sherwood facilities to support the 

ANC 6A community, just the same as other private operations.  District decisions must incorporate ALL 

residents in our community who depend on the social safety services provided by the city.   Shutting 

down the public spaces that provide critical services to our community has negative long-term effect.   

We call upon DPR to reimagine and prioritize investments in public space, with an eye to use these 

spaces - in a safe manner - for all manner of social and educational needs.  Specifically, we recommend 

expanding DPR learning hubs (https://dpr.dc.gov/page/dpr-learning-hubs) and other programs for kids 

beyond the traditional spring/summer/winter break timelines currently offered through DPR.  

 

While we must address the serious health threat that Covid-19 poses for our community, we must also 

allocate the proper investments now needed to adapt our way of living and keep our communities strong 

and vibrant over the long term.   

 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, ANC 6A Commission 

 

cc: Chairman Phil Mendelson, DC Council 

 Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 

Councilmember Trayvon White Sr., Ward 8 and Chairperson, The Committee on Recreation and 

Youth Affairs 

 
1
  See CDC guidelines for visiting parks and recreational facilities, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-

coping/visitors.html 

http://www.pgparks.com/1006/Aquatics
https://dpr.dc.gov/page/dpr-learning-hubs
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Minutes 
Alcoholic Beverage Licensing (ABL) Committee 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

October 6, 2020 
 

Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee 
(“Committee”) of ANC 6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm EST on October 6, 2020, on a publicly-
posted WebEx Event. 
 
Committee Members Present: Nick Alberti (Co-Chair), Laura Gentile 
Committee Members Absent: Mark Samburg (Co-Chair) 
Commissioners Present: Marie Claire-Brown, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Mike Soderman 
 
I. Call to Order 

Mr. Alberti called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and noted the presence of a quorum. 
 
II. Community Comment 

None 
 
III. Old Business 

None 
 
IV. New Business 

a. Discussion of Class B license renewal application for Wen De Zhang & Yang You Feng, t/a 
China House, 1601 Benning Rd. NE (ABRA- 025169).  Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert noted 
that she had received complaints from neighbors about trash accumulating behind the 
establishment.  She recommended that the committee reach out to the licensee to discuss 
the presence of trash but did not recommend protesting the renewal application due to the 
trash complaint.  Mr. Alberti offered to reach out to the licensee to discuss the complaint 
about trash and remind the license that their Settlement Agreement obligates them to pick 
litter and trash daily.  Mr. Alberti moved that the Committee recommended that the ANC 
take no action the renewal application for Wen De Zhang & Yang You Feng, t/a China 
House, 1601 Benning Rd. NE (ABRA- 025169).  Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 5-0.  
 

b. Discussion of Class B license renewal application for Mochi, Inc. t/a DC Supermarket, 539 8 

St. NE (ABRA-074927).  Commissioner Marie Claire-Brown complemented the licensee’s 
operation. The licensee has been very careful during the covid-19 pandemic.  The 
establishment, which is close to two public schools, does not allow children in after school.  
Mr. Alberti moved that the Committee recommended that the ANC take no action the 
renewal application for Mochi, Inc. t/a DC Supermarket, 539 8 St. NE (ABRA-074927).  Ms. 
Gentile seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
c. The Committee discussed changing the schedule for future meeting.  Mr. Alberti pointed out 

that a there should be sufficient time between the Committee meeting and the ANC 
monthly meeting to allow for the Committee to submit minutes and recommendations in 
time for them to be include in the ANC agenda package.  Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert 
suggested scheduling the Committee meetings on the fourth Tues of each month.  Mark 
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Samburg (Co-Chair) was not present to confirm that he is available on those days. Everyone 
agreed to recommend to the ANC that the Committee meet on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month barring any conflict that Mark Samburg may have with those dates. 

 
V. Adjourn 

The Committee adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
 
Next meeting date: TBD.  Tentative date is November 24, 2020 
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MINUTES 
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting 

Call-in Conference via WebEx 
Monday, September 21, 2020 

  
I. Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm. 

 
II. Introductions: 

Committee members in attendance: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Marc Brumer, Maura Dundon, Jeff 
Fletcher 
Commissioners in attendance: Amber Gove (6A04), Mike Soderman (6A03), Sondra Phillips-Gilbert 
(6A07), Phil Toomajian (6A02), Brian Alcorn (6A08) 
 

III. Old Business 
Andrew DeFrank from the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) confirmed that that raised 
crosswalks are possible as a traffic calming solution.  
 
As there was insufficient time during the meeting for him to provide an update on outstanding traffic 
calming issues, he agreed to send a response by email [since received]. 
 
A discussion of additional pedestrian/traffic safety issues, as suggested by commissioners and 
community members, was also postponed, due to lack of time. 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Advisory Bike Lanes on Tennessee Avenue NE 

Will Handsfield from DDOT presented the DDOT pilot project for “Advisory Bike Lanes” to be 
implemented on Tennessee Avenue NE for a six-month period.  An “Advisory Bike Lane” is a traffic 
calming design that narrows the lane for vehicular traffic by creating dotted-line bike lanes, 
which vehicles can cross if needed to pass.  Mr. Handsfield related that Advisory Bike Lanes have 
been used successfully in Canada and Europe.  Mr. Handsfield presented the pilot for the 
Committee’s information and ANC consultation prior to the Notice of Intent (NOI), but the pilot 
does not require ANC approval.  The NOI has a mid-October 2020 deadline for comment.  
  

The Tennessee Avenue stretch of the planned Advisory Bike Lane is part of a larger pilot in DC.  A 
stretch of Advisory Bike Lane has already been installed in E Street. SE.  Tennessee Avenue was 
chosen for the pilot due to low vehicular traffic volume, requests for traffic calming, and 
relatively higher bike usage in the area.  
  

The pilot will narrow Tennessee Avenue NE for traffic calming by adding in dotted-line bike lanes 
to create narrower vehicular lane in order to slow car traffic.  Sedans will still be able to pass 
each other, but larger vehicles will be able to cross over into the dotted bike lane for passing.  
Any increases in parking setbacks from intersections are to bring markings up to the current code.  
Some crosswalks will be restriped as well.  The 100 block of Tennessee Avenue will receive a 
different treatment to take into account back-in parking. The bulb-out at Tennessee Avenue and 
13th Street. (in front of Maury Elementary School) will be retained.  A community survey will be 
part of the pilot process.   
  

Committee member Marc Brumer asked about removing the pilot project markings if the pilot 
does not become permanent.  Mr. Handsfield stated that the markings can be removed quickly if 
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needed.  Mr. Brumer continued to be concerned that the pilot markings would not be removed 
after six months.   
  

Mr. Brumer and Commissioner Amber Gove discussed that cars enter Tennessee Avenue at a high 
speed from angled intersections, and raised the need for additional traffic calming on Tennessee 
Avenue such as raised crosswalks and 4-way stops, especially at the intersection with E Street NE.  
  

Community member Robb Dooling stated that he is in favor of Advisory Bike Lanes, having biked 
on them in Europe and the E Street SE pilot lane.   
  

Community member Phil Paparodis stated that the flow of traffic on Tennessee Avenue is 
concentrated into a short time period in a day, so it is not always low volume.  He noted the high 
speeds from angled intersections, and questioned whether the pilot will reduce speeds.  He also 
said that bikers should stay in their lanes.  Mr. Handsfield clarified that, in DC, bikers are not 
required to stay in the bike lane.  
 
Chair Elizabeth Nelson expressed concern that the plan intentionally creates a head-on conflict 
between two directions of vehicular traffic, requiring encroachment into the bike lane, which she 
believes is unwise and dangerous. 
 

Commissioner Gove made the motion: TPS recommends that ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT in 
support of NOI #20-79-PSD for the proposed Advisory Bike Lane Project on Tennessee Ave. NE to 
include the following comments and recommendations: 

• Requesting raised crosswalks at the intersections of Tennessee Ave. with special attention to 
those at C Street, E Street and 14th Street NE, if determined to be feasible; 

• Additional traffic calming measures on the 200 block of 13th Street NE, potentially including 
raised crosswalks; 

• Diagonal parking with painted lines on the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue NE; and 

• Additional opportunity to review and comment ( a second NOI) for the intersection at 13th 
Street  and Constitution Avenue NE. 

Mr. Toomajian seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-2, including the 5 commissioners 
present.  [In favor: Commissioners Alcorn, Gove, Phillips-Gilbert, and Toomajian; Committee 
members Dundon and Fletcher. Opposed: Committee members Nelson and Brumer] 

 
B. Public space application at 1660 Gales Street NE for exception from fence requirement.  Applicant is 

requesting a 6-foot-tall, non-transparent wooden fence on the 17th Street side of the property.  A 
public space permit is required because regulations are not to exceed 42” and must be at least 50% 
open.  

  
Ms. Nelson opened with an explanation of the relevant regulations: 

The reason the applicant needs a public space permit is because the area he wants to enclose is 
public space, not private property.  The area between his property line and the street is what is 
termed “public parking” green space, not a place to put cars).  On Capitol Hill, front/side yards 
are generally public parking.  Owners of the lot are allowed use and enjoyment of the space and 
are responsible for maintaining it, but they do not own it and there are restrictions on the uses.  
They are allowed to fence the area so long as the fence is not greater than 42” in height and is at 
least 50% open.  This preserves sight lines for drivers and a welcoming and safe pedestrian 
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experience.  A taller or more-enclosed fence may be erected just inside the property line without 
requesting a public space permit.   

 
Mr. Cameron Rochelle, the permit applicant, was present and described his permit request. 

 

Commissioner Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, who represents the applicants’ ANC single-member district, 
stated she is in favor of the permit in order to provide safety for the owners.  This particular property 
is an end-unit with additional exposure to the street and is particularly vulnerable to crime due to its 
location.  Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert stated that similarly situated properties have high fences.  
  

Committee member Jeff Fletcher asked Mr. Rochelle why he could not put the fence on his own 
property.  Mr. Rochelle said that this was to preserve open space for the property.  Mr. Brumer stated 
that he had seen the property and that the fence (which is along 17th Street) would be a positive 
addition to the area, and would still preserve the green public parking on Gales Street NE in the front 
of the house.  Ms. Dundon stated she was in favor of the permit for the reasons stated in the permit 
application, and that each permit should be assessed individually.  Ms. Nelson expressed concerns 
about the fence detracting from the invitingness of the street for pedestrians and safety concerns in 
blocking views.  She suggested that there are other, less obtrusive, ways to achieve the applicant’s 
goals.  Commissioner Mike Soderman suggested reducing the fence height.  Ms. Gove asked if the 
fence could be slightly more open.  Ms. Phillips-Gilbert spoke again in favor of the permit in light of 
crime in the area, which is a more serious problem than on other blocks in ANC 6A and also spoke of 
the need for flexibility. 

  

Community member Maureen Bennitz, who lives near the property, spoke in favor of the fence and 
the need for safety, and said that the pedestrian experience is not the primary value. 
 
At the request of the TPS Committee/Commissioners, the applicant indicated willingness to consider 
alternatives and submit revised plans by October 1, 2020. 
 

Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert made the motion: TPS recommends that ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT 
in support of public space application 353808 (for a fence on public space that exceeds 42" in height 
and is less than 50% open) at 1660 Gales Street NE, conditional on the commissioners receive 
additional detail including drawings showing the fence design and materials to be used, by October 
1, 2020 and the Commissioners approving the design and materials.  
 
Mr. Toomajian seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-2, including the 5 commissioners present. 
[In favor: Commissioners Alcorn, Gove, Phillips-Gilbert, and Toomajian; Committee members Dundon 
and Brumer. Opposed: Committee members Nelson and Fletcher] 

 
VI. Meeting was adjourned at approx. 9:30 pm. 
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October xx, 2020  

Mr. Jeffrey Marootian 

Director 

District Department of Transportation  

55 M Street, SE, Suite 400  

Washington, DC 20003  

Re: ANC6A support for NOI #20-79-PSD proposed Advisory Bike Lane Project on Tennessee Avenue NE 

Dear Director Marootian:  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting 1on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted x-x (with 

5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to send a letter to DDOT in support of NOI #20-79-PSD, the 

proposed Advisory Bike Lane Project on Tennessee Avenue NE, with the following comments and 

recommendations: 

● Requesting raised crosswalks at the intersections of Tennessee Avenue NE with special attention to 

those at C Street, E Street and 14th Street NE, if determined to be feasible 
● Additional traffic calming measures on the 200 block of 13th Street NE, potentially including raised 

crosswalks and/or speed humps and a clear connection for the southbound bike route from the 200 

block of Tennessee Ave NE 
● Additional traffic calming measures in the 200-500 blocks of Tennessee Ave NE, including speed 

humps if feasible 

● Installation of yield control and one way or do not enter signs at the intersection at south end of 

triangle park at north end of 100 block of Tennessee Ave NE 

● Installation of traffic calming measures, including speed humps, in the 100 block of 13th to prevent 

conflicts with the bike lane path 

● Minimize, to the extent possible, any loss in linear feet of parking other than sightline setbacks 

required to protect vulnerable users 

● Diagonal parking with painted lines on the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue NE 
● Additional opportunity to review and comment (a second NOI) for the intersection at 13th Street and 

Constitution Avenue NE. 

Thank you for giving great weight to the request by ANC 6A. Should you wish to discuss this letter with the 

Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at AmberANC6A@gmail.com.  

On behalf of the Commission,  

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, 

and newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
http://www.anc6a.org/
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October xx, 2020  

 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation  

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Re: Opposition to Public Space Application # 353808  - 1660 Gales St. NE, fence that exceeds requirements 

in public parking – (Opposition or Conditional Support, as the case may be -  see details below) 

 

Dear Associate Director Marcou and Public Space Committee Members:  

 
CONDITIONAL SUPPORT VERSION 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 8. 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose Public Space Application # 353808  - 1660 Gales St. NE, for a fence 

that exceeds requirements in public parking.   

 

We have determined that the site drawing submitted with the application does not accurately reflect the applicant’s 

property line.  The original plat was amended by the applicant, prior to submission, to include an area that is not part of 

his property.  The proposed fence would extend 10 feet into public space that does not adjoin the applicant’s lot.  

Applying for a public space permit for this area is in the purview of the owner of the adjacent property, not that of the 

current applicant.  

 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 

 

 
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag 

mailto:amberanc6a@gmail.com
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October xx, 2020  

 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation  

District Department of Transportation, 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Re: Request for Postponement (insufficient notice) and Clarification - DDOT PSRA Permit Tracking# 358240 

Review# 686055, fixture or street furniture at 205 15th Street NE 

 

Dear Associate Director Marcou:  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting
11 

on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to request that the due date for review of the above referenced item be 

postponed at least until the November 15, 2020 so that the ANC can discuss with the applicant and present an 

informed opinion at a publicly noticed ANC meeting.  The ANC was given far less than 30 days notice. 

We also believe that clarification is needed, as the application does not indicate placement of the proposed 8x10 foot 

shed, within public space. This is a corner lot and a large structure could impede sightlines for both pedestrians and 

motorists. Therefore, we request that the diagram in the official application be updated prior to ANC review.  This may 

require an extension until after the December 10, 2020 ANC meeting to allow for adequate public notice of the revised 

application. 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

Should you wish to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at 

AmberANC6A@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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October xx, 2020  

 

 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation 

District Department of Transportation, 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Re: Insufficient Notice - DDOT PSRA Permit Tracking# 355976 at 618 14th Street NE 

 

Dear Associate Director Marcou:  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting
11 

on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to call to your attention that the ANC was not given proper notice in this 

matter.  

Although we are not opposed to the application and are not seeking an extension, we must question why the ANC 

received the notice on September 18 with a review due date of October 10 (far less than 30 days notice) and why we 

subsequently received notice on September 23, that the application was already approved by DDOT. 

We would appreciate an explanation as to why the matter was closed without ANC review and request that adequate 

notice be given in future. 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

Should you wish to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at 

AmberANC6A@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

mailto:AmberANC6A@gmail.com
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October xx, 2020  

 

Mr. Jeffrey Marootian 

Director  

District Department of Transportation, 

55 M Street, SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation  

District Department of Transportation, 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Re: Insufficient Notice for Public Space Applications 

 

Dear Director Marootian and Associate Director Marcou:  

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting
 1 

on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to send a letter notifying you that there is a pattern of failure to give the ANC 

adequate time for review of public space applications.  

 

We expressed our concerns in a letter sent in June of 2019, but lack of proper notice continues to be a problem.  We 

routinely get less than 30 days notice.  Given that the ANC meets monthly and must advertise an agenda to give the 

community an opportunity to participate, these lapses in notification deny the community an opportunity to provide 

input through the ANC, as required. 

 

A list of examples appears below: 

[list of  public space notices filed since July 2019 letter of complaint on same topic] 

 

Should you wish to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at 

AmberANC6A@gmail.com.  

 

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

mailto:AmberANC6A@gmail.com
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October xx, 2020  

 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation  

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

Re: Request for Postponement (insufficient notice) and Clarification - DDOT PSRA Permit Tracking# 358240 

Review# 686055’, fixture or street furniture at 205 15th St. NE 

 

Dear Associate Director Marcou:  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting
11 

on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to request that the due date for review of the above referenced item be 

postponed at least until the November 15, 2020 so that the ANC can discuss with the applicant and present an 

informed opinion at a publicly noticed ANC meeting.  The ANC was given far less than 30 days notice. 

We also believe that clarification is needed, as the application does not indicate placement of the proposed 8x10 foot 

shed, within public space. This is a corner lot and a large structure could impede sightlines for both pedestrians and 

motorists. Therefore, we request that the diagram in the official application be updated prior to ANC review.  This may 

require an extension until after the December 10, 2020 ANC meeting to allow for adequate public notice of the revised 

application. 

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish to discuss this 

letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at amberanc6a@gmail.com.  

On behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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MINUTES 
ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Space Committee Meeting 

Virtual Meeting via WebEx 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

 

Present:  
Members: Brad Greenfield (Chair), Missy Boyette, Nick Alberti and Mike Cushman  
Commissioners: Brian Alcorn and Amber Gove 
 
Brad Greenfield chaired the meeting. 
 
Community Comment 
None. 
 
Previously Heard Cases 
None. 
 
Old Business 
1. 128 12th Street, NE (BZA Case#20310):  Application pursuant to 11 DCMR Subtitle X, Chapter 9, for a 

special exception under Subtitle E § 5201 from the lot occupancy requirements of Subtitle E § 304.1, 
to construct a one-story rear addition to an existing attached flat in the RF-1 Zone. 
 
The project was presented by the architect, Jennifer Fowler.  She stated that the project is a small 
addition, they are requesting relief to build to 62.7% lot occupancy, up from the current 55%.  The 
addition will extend four feet past 126 12th Street.  It is a one-story addition with steps down to 
grade.  The addition is about 15 feet.  The addition will extend from the kitchen with a new room, 
with windows on the side. 
 
Historic Preservation has agreed to sign off on the project at the staff level.  The applicants  have 
three letters of support from neighbors.  This includes 128, 126 and 130 12th Street NE, two of which 
are the adjacent neighbors. 
 
Mr. Greenfield asked what the exterior treatment will look like.  Ms. Fowler said that it would be 
painted panel details, with divided light windows.  The addition is completely above grade. 
 
Committee member Missy Boyette asked if the south elevation would also have the panelized 
treatment.  Ms. Fowler said that they would defer to whatever the neighbor wants. 
 
Committee member Mike Cushman asked if the covered porch on the neighbor’s yard was included 
with the elevations.  Ms. Fowler said that they were not.  Mr. Cushman said that in the future he 
would recommend she include these conditions in elevations. 
 
Mr. Cushman said that he had concerns about the large windows in the project impinging on the 
privacy of the neighbors.  However, since the neighbor has already provided a letter of support, he 
did not think it was a concern for the neighbors. 
 
Mr. Greenfield moved that the EDZ recommend that ANC 6A support the request for relief. Ms. 
Boyette seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously 6-0 with Commissioners Gove and 
Alcorn voting. 
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New Business 
2. 1511, 1513, and 1515 A Street, NE (Raze Application): Permit request to demolish a single-bay 

accessory garage at 1511 A Street, NE, a four-bay accessory garage at 1513 A Street, NE, and a six-bay 
accessory garage at 1515 A Street, NE. 

 
This is a raze permit request.  No one appeared to present the project.  This address has a long 
history of concern in the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Greenfield noted that the EDZ does not normally get involved in raze permits. Mr. Alcorn asked 
what the normal process works.  Mr. Greenfield said that the ANC gets the notice but does not get 
plans. 
 
Commissioner Brian Alcorn noted that the raze permits cover the garages that are present. These are 
corrugated metal structures.  Mr. Alcorn discussed this permit request with the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society (CHRS); they had no objections to the permit request since it is outside of the 
Capitol Hill Historic District.  Mr. Alcorn said that he had no reason to oppose the raze permit but the 
history of the property makes it a concern. 
 
Mr. Greenfield said that he hoped that this meeting would give the EDZ the opportunity to meet with 
the owner and get an update on the project.  Mr. Greenfield said that the EDZ could oppose the 
project to get the owner’s attention and get them to attend a meeting.  Mr. Cushman noted that he 
would like to see more detailed plans before he voted on the project at all.  Mr. Greenfield said that 
if the ANC takes no action, the raze permit would move forward with the Department of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA).  
 
Commissioner Amber Gove asked if the Committee had received any plans for the property.  Mr. 
Greenfield noted that we had the plans that were put forward over a year ago.  Mr. Alcorn talked 
through the history of the project, and the last interaction that the ANC had with the property owner.  
These plans included inclusionary units for the project.  This case was heard in March 2019.  
 
Mr. Greenfield asked if the ownership of the property had changed.  Mr. Alcorn said that the property 
was sold in 2014, and it has not changed ownership since then.  The properties are owned by 57th 
Street Mews. 
 
Mr. Alcorn raised the idea of tentatively opposing the raze permit as a mechanism to get the 
developer to appear before the ANC and confirm that their plans had not changed since March 2019.  
Mr. Greenfield stated that the EDZ could make a recommendation to oppose and let the developer 
know that the plan is to oppose.  Committee member Nick Alberti said that he is against opposing a 
project if there are no actual reasons to oppose, and that would not help the ANC’s reputation if the 
ANC did that.  Mr. Greenfield said that it does go against the role of the EDZ to make a 
recommendation that the Committee does not intend the ANC to follow; however, the background 
and history of this project would avoid setting a precedent. 
 
Mr. Alberti also noted that if the Committee went forward with tentative opposition, this might result 
in bad sentiment with the developer and it could make for a more antagonistic relationship.  
 
Mr. Greenfield raised the idea of the EDZ recommending the ANC support the raze permit. This would 
add it to the agenda for the October ANC meeting, and would not antagonize the developer.  It would 
also provide the ANC with a chance to confirm that the plans put forward in March of 2019 are still in 
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place.  Mr. Alcorn preferred this option, and noted that we could condition our support on the March 
2019 plans still being in effect. 
 
Mr. Greenfield moved that the EDZ recommend the ANC support the raze permit, on the condition 
that the owner’s intent and plans conform to the plans previously provided and approved by the BZA, 
and on the condition that the raze permit only covers the accessory structures.  Mr. Alberti seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed unanimously 6-0 with Commissioners Gove and Alcorn voting. 

 
3. 1382 East Capitol Street NE, (HPA 20-481): Add a third story to existing two-story building; addition at 

rear in the Capitol Hill Historic District. 
 

The project was presented by Mr. Dario Davies, the agent for the owner of the property. Mr. Davies 
stated that this property used to be Al’s Pizza.  Al’s Pizza experienced a fire, and the owner wants to 
redevelop the property.  Mr. Davies said that in doing their zoning analysis, they found that they 
could add a third floor to the existing property. 
 
Mr. Davies said that they would set the roof back to match the neighboring properties on East 
Capitol’s mansard roofs. Mr. Davies said that the ground floor would be occupied by another pizza 
restaurant, with the second and third floors being apartments.  The existing bay projection on East 
Capitol would remain, but the canopy would be removed to be more conducive to the original 
architecture.  In showing the side elevation, Mr. Davies noted that the Historic Preservation Review 
Board (HPRB) would prefer four over four windows to match the older part of the building.  
 
Mr. Cushman wondered if the bay on the front was original the building or if it was done at some 
point in the past as illegal construction.  Mr. Greenfield asked if the facade on the addition would be 
brick.  Mr. Davies confirmed that the treatment will match the existing building. 
 
Mr. Greenfield expressed concerns about how this project would fit into the historic fabric of the 
neighborhood.  Mr. Alberti noted that he did not think that the plans were complete enough for the 
EDZ to make a recommendation.  Specifically, he wanted to see a line of sight study.  Mr. Alberti 
asked about what kind of windows are going to be in the third-floor addition since it is not clear in 
the elevations. 
 
Mr. Alberti also questioned why one over one windows were used in portions of the addition, and four 
over four windows were used elsewhere.  Mr. Davies stated that these are fixed windows, not 
dormers. 
 
Mr. Cushman noted that the addition would go directly to the neighbor’s walls and would be an 
encroachment and not appropriate for the neighborhood.  Mr. Cushman also expressed concerns about 
the building encroaching on public space and not including any place for trash except public space.  
Mr. Cushman also wanted to see additional details in the plans, including mechanical details.  Mr. 
Cushman expressed concerns about the massing of the project on 14th Street NE and that it would 
tower over the neighboring buildings. 
 
Ms. Boyette asked about whether the style of the addition was supposed to look historic or modern.  
She also asked about the roof slope, and whether it will accommodate the size of the building.  Mr. 
Davies said that their plans would accommodate the drainage of the structure, and that those plans 
can be provided.  Ms. Boyette also stated that she would want to see one over one double-hunt 
windows which are more historically consistent.  Mr. Davies said that they chose four over four 
windows, since they thought they were more appropriate for the neighborhood. 
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Mr. Greenfield noted that there was a letter of support from 1380 East Capitol Street NE and asked if 
other conversations had been had with neighbors.  The owner of the property was on the call, and 
said that he has scheduled a meeting with the neighbors.  He said that one of the neighbors was 
excited because it would be an improvement to the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Greenfield asked if there was any thought about not building the third-floor addition. The owner 
said that the third-floor option was available by right.  He said that he tried to make it conform to 
the historic nature of the neighborhood.  
 
Mr. Albert noted that the Committee needs to know what the set back is on the front of the building.  
Additionally, there needs to be a sight study to ensure that the addition is not visible from the other 
side of the street.  He also recommended a set-back on the 14th Street side, and a sight survey as 
well.  With the set-back, he felt that the windows could be double-hung windows, rather than fixed 
windows.  He was also adamant that the windows be one over one, not four over four.  He also would 
like to see much more detail in the plans that get submitted. 
 
Ms. Gove thanks the owner for the investment in the neighborhood, but thought that the plans 
needed to be updated to bring them into the nature of the surrounding buildings, particularly 
regarding the windows. 
 
Mr. Cushman noted that this would be the first three story building on 14th Street NE and that the 
project may have some problems.  Ms. Boyette recommended that the developers take a look at a 
project at 8th and E Streets SE as an example of a project where they are doing an addition in a 
historic neighborhood.  Ms. Gove also recommended the developer contact the CHRS and get their 
comments on the project. 
 
Mr. Greenfield recommended that the project be tabled, and that the owner come back to the next 
EDZ meeting and present more details.  Mr. Dario said that, now that they have everyone’s input, 
they will take that feedback and revise their plans for the addition.  Mr. Greenfield agreed to follow 
up with HPRB to request a delay in their hearing, and that he would forward CHRS’ comments on the 
project to the developer. 
 
Mr. Greenfield tabled consideration of the relief request. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 pm. 

 
Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting:  

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
7:00-9:00 pm  

WebEx information to be posted on ANC 6A Website 
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October XX, 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Clifford Moy 

Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 

441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Re: BZA Case No. 20310 (128 12th  Street NE) 

 

Dear Mr. Moy, 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 10, 2019, our Commission voted X-X-X 

(with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the Applicant's request pursuant to 11 DCMR 

Subtitle X, Chapter 9, for a special exception under Subtitle E § 5201 from the lot occupancy requirements 

of Subtitle E § 304.1, to construct a one-story rear addition to an existing attached flat in the RF-1 Zone.  

 

The design has taken measures to ensure that the addition is in the character of the neighborhood and it will 

not disrupt the privacy, air and light of neighbors.  The owner has proven that the special exception criteria 

have been met through submission of architectural elevations and letters of support from neighbors.  The 

ANC believes that this development will not substantially visually intrude upon the character, scale, and 

pattern of houses in the neighborhood. 

 

Please be advised that Brad Greenfield and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of 

this case.  I can be contacted at amberanc6a@gmail.com and Mr. Greenfield can be contacted at 

brad.greenfield@gmail.com. 

 

 

On Behalf of the Commission, 
 

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

 
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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October XX, 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Bruce Yarnall 

Historic Preservation Operations Manager 

DC Office of Planning 

1100 Fourth Street, SW, Suite E650  

Washington, DC 20024  

 

Re: Raze Permits for 1511, 1513, and 1515 A Street, NE  

 

Dear Mr. Yarnall: 

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on October 8, 2020, our Commission voted X-X-X 

(with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the raze applications for accessory garages at the 

three properties at 1511, 1513 and 1515 A Street A Street NE.  The demolition of these accessory structures 

is in line with the plans that our ANC, DCRA and the OP have already reviewed and approved, and will not 

impact the historic nature of the neighborhood.  Our support is conditional on the raze application only 

including the accessory garage structures, and no other part of the home.  Our support is also conditional on 

the plans for the development of these properties still following the plans that were submitted and reviewed 

in February, 2019 (see attached). 

 

Please be advised that Brad Greenfield and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of 

this case.  I can be contacted at amberanc6a@gmail.com and Mr. Greenfield can be contacted at 

brad.greenfield@gmail.com. 

 

On Behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

 

Amber Gove 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
  
 

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag 
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