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Second (2nd) Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
Call-in Conference via WebEx 

Call-in Number: 202-860-2110 - Meeting number (access code): 172 825 5216 
For those attending via WebEx: use this link:  

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/onstage/g.php?MTID=e09e6433c5f7b9c36450f77455809e7d9  
Public Meeting ð All are welcome  

 
7:00 pm Call to order  
 
7:02 pm Approve Previous Meetingõs Minutes, Adopt Agenda 
 
7:05 pm Community P resentations  

¶ Phelps Architecture, Construction and Engineering High School  - Olatundun Teyibo, 
Director  and Dr. Kanika Richardson, Coordinator,  NAF Academy of Engineering 

 

7:25 pm Offic er Reports ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééépg.  37  

1. Approve November 2020 Treasurerõs Report  
 

 Standing Committe e Reports:  

7:30 pm Community Outreach ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.pg.  38  

1. Approve October 2020 committee report . 
2. Recommendati on:  ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $1,000.00 to  the  Ludlow 

Taylor Parent  Teacher Organization (PTO) for  the  continual  use of IXL for  virtual  
educatio n. 

3. Recommendation:  That  ANC6A approve a grant i n the amount of $1,000 .00 to 
the  Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for  the  continual use of  City 
Year to support best  educational practices in the classroom.  

4. Recommendation:  That  ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $1,000 .00 to 
the  Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for  school supplies. 

5. Next meeting ð 7:00 pm, November 16, 2020 (3rd Monday; usually 4th Monday) 
 

7:45 pm Alcohol Be verage Licensingéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééépg.  52  

1. Next  meet ing ð 7:00 pm, November 24, 2020 (4th Tuesday) 
 

7:50 pm Transpor t ation and Publi c Spaceééééééééééééééééééééééééééééépg.  53 

1. Approve October 2020 commit tee report . 
2. Recommendati on:  ANC 6A send a letter  of conditional support to DDOT for a fence in 

public parking at 205 15th St reet  NE [Public Space Application #358240], provided th at 
it  be placed on the line in t he site drawing that the applicant provided to the AN C 
(attach ed), th at it not exceed 4 f eet  in height and that it be lattice (as specified in 
the application) or other open construction (at least 40% open) . 

3. Recommendati on:  ANC 6A send a letter  to  DDOT of opposition to DDOT for a shed in 
public parking at 20 5 15th Street  NE  [Public Space Application #358240], as the use is 
incompatible with public parking.  (This is the same address and permit application as 
t he previous recommendation ð the letters will b e combined.) 

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/onstage/g.php?MTID=e09e6433c5f7b9c36450f77455809e7d9
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4. Recommendati on:  ANC 6A  complete the pub lic restr oom pilot survey indicating a first 
choice of locations at 8th and H Street NE and a second choice at 12th and H S treet NE 
plus a note in the comme nts section in support of other locations on H Street  NE. 

5. Recommendati on:  ANC 6A send a letter  to  DDOT in support of  Traffic  Safety 
Assessment Service Request 20-00355070 for a red -light camera at the intersection of 
9th and C Street  NE.  

6. Suggested motion : ANC 6A request a postponement of DDOT Public Space application 
#343819, for Paving: Driveway(s) at  1518 North Carolina Ave. NE. Due date is currently 
12/3/2020, insufficient notice for a meaningful review.  

7. Next me eting ð 7:00 pm, November 16, 2020 (3rd Monday) 
 

8:10 pm Economic Develop ment and  Zoningééééééééééééééééééééééééééépg.  102  

1. Approve October 2020 committ ee report . 
2. Recommendation : ANC 6A ANC submit comments to the full Zoning Commission 

making recommendations that facade preservation be included in any IZ FAR bonus, 
that the FAR bonus for IZ be subject to special exception relief, that guidance for FAR 
bonuses for PUD developments be included, and that the FAR bonus be capped at 2.0 
for buildings under 85 feet .  

3. Recommendation : ANC 6A send a letter  of support to  BZA for special exceptions under 
Subtitle E § 5201, from the lot occupa ncy requirements of Subti tle E § 304.1, and from 
the rear yard requirements of Subtitle E § 306. 1, to construct a second -story rear deck 
addition to an existing semi -detached principal dw ellin g unit at 722 19t h Street,  NE 
(BZA Case #20295) in the RF-1 Zone. 

4. Recommendation : ANC 6A send a letter  of support to  BZA for a special exception 
under the off -site parking spaces requirements of Subtitle C § 701.8 (f), applied for  by 
District of Colum bia Department of General Servic es, to relocate 8 of the required 
parking spaces to the adjace nt stre et to enlarge the outdoor play area at Maury 
Elementary School, 1250 Constitution Avenue, NE (BZA Case #20323) in the RF-1 Zone.  
The Economic Development and Zoning Committee  recommends the ANC support the 
request on condit ion that the parking impl ication s of this action be considered at  the 
November 2020 Transportation and Public Space Committe e meeting. 

5. Next m eeting  ð 7:00 pm, November 18, 2020 (3rd Wednesday) 
 

8:30 pm New Businesséééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..épg.  110  

1. Suggested motion : Letter to DDOT in support of the Traffic Safety Assessment 
Questionnaire submitted by Mr. Burnett, including ANC6A support for the request for 
installation of speed humps on 18th St reet  NE, at Gales Place NE and Rosedale Street  
NE. (Philli ps-Gilbert)  

2. Suggested motion: ANC6A approve the  appointments  of Andrew Burnett  to 
the  Transportation and Public Space Committee and Samuel Deluca to  the Economic 
Development and Zoning Committee . (Phillips-Gilbert)  

3. Suggested mot ion:  ANC6A approve the  appointments of Daniel McPheeters  and Kristin 
Garrity to the  Economic Development and Zoning Committee . (Brown) 

4. Suggested motion: ANC 6A approve an updated pricing schedule  for agenda package 
and website services. (Alcorn)  
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5. Suggested mot ion: ANC6A send a letter to  DCPS Chancellor Ferebee refl ecting 
community concerns regarding the firing of School Without Walls Principal Trogisch . 
(Gove) 

6. Suggested motion: ANC6A send a letter supporting apartment style housing and 
additional funding to support the unhoused during hypothermia season and opposing 
the proposed increased capacity and 24/7 use of Recreation Centers to house more 
than 50 people during this hypothermia in light of the serious health concerns posed by 
mass gatherings during the pandemic.  (Toomajian)  

7. Suggested motion: ANC6A send a letter to BZA for special exceptions under Subtitle C 
§ 1500.4 from the penthouse requirements of Subtitle C § 1500, and under Subtitle E §§ 
205.5 and 5201, from the rear addition requirements of Subtitle C § 205.4, to 
construct two new, attached , three -story flats with a penthouse.  (Brown) 

 
8:45 pm Single  Member Distr ict report s (1 minut e each) 
 
8:55 pm Communit y Comment s (2 minutes each) 
 
9:00 pm Adjourn  
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Advisory Neighborhood Com mission (ANC) 6A 
Minutes  

WebEx Meeting 
October 8 th, 2020  

 
Present:  Commissioners Amber Gove (Chair), Mike Soderman, Ruth Ann Hudson, Brian Alcorn, Marie -
Claire Brown and Sondra Philips-Gilbert .  Commissioners Phil Toomajian and Stephanie Zimny were 
absent.  
 
The meeting convened virtually via WebEx at 7:00 pm.  
 
Commissioner Amber Gove called the roll and announced the presence of a  quorum. 
 
The minutes for the ANC September 2020 meeting were accepted, an d the agenda for the October 2020 
meeting was accepted by unanimous consent with the following change:   
Commissioner Sondra Philips-Gilbert moved and Commissioner Brian Alcorn seconded to add Andre 
Jacksonõs appointment to the Transportation and Public Space Committee  to the New Business portion of 
the agenda.  The motion passed 5-0-1 with Commissioner Gove abstaining.   
 
Community Presentations  

¶ Officer Anthony Walsh was unable to joi n the meeting to  make a presentation  on MPD Services for the 
Deaf and LGBTQ Communities.  

¶ Streateries and Arts in the Right -of-Way Program - Emma Blondin, District Department of 
Transportat ion ( DDOT) Transportation Planner, Neighborhood Planning Branch  
Ms. Emma Blondin made a presentation on DDOTõs Streatery and Arts in the Righ t -of-Way (AROW) 
Programs. DDOTõs Streatery program will extend until the end of the Mayorõs State of Emergency, 
currently through December 31, 2020, with a 5 -day turnaround period fo r permits.  The Mayorõs office 
has a small grant program and is providing restaurants with $6 ,000 to òwinterizeó their outdoor 
spaces (heaters, tents, barriers, etc .).  DDOT is providing jersey barriers on a first -come, first -serve 
basis for these new outd oor eating spaces, though these specific barriers are not  mandatory; they can 
be painted.   There are 5 typ es of outdoor dining service opportunities: Sidewalk Cafes and Parklets 
(both of wh ich individual businesses can apply for) and Streateries, Alley Ext ensions, and Plazas (all 
three of which community organiz ations can apply for).  Streateries are bene ficia l to more than one 
restaurant (several on a block) while Parkle ts are defined as one establishment taking over adjacent 
parking spaces with the minima l social distancing standards of 6 f eet  between tables an d a 6-foot  
clear sidewalk width.   There are 6 approved parklets on H St reet NE.  Temporary Pick Up/Drop Off 
sites are also available . More information can be found on https://coronavirus.dc.gov/re covery-
business. Ms. Blondin also presented on DDOTõs Arts in the Right -of-Way (AROW) Program, outlining 
traffic control box beauti fication (a new program to put vinyl wraps on these boxes) and 
Micromobility Corral Art (stencils for sidewalk art).   The AROW Program does not yet have funding, so 
interest ed community members must find funding elsewhere.   Ideas for beautification can be 
submitted on the DDOT website or to M s. Blondin directly: emma.blondin@dc.gov.  

 
Officer Reports  Officer Reports  
1. The October 2020 Treasurerõs report by Commissioner Brian Alcorn reviewed the 4 expenditures 

accrued in September:  $151.05 to FedEx for printing  (Check 1942), $465.89 for webmaster services  
(Check 1943), $200.00 for meeting  minutes (Check 1944), and $366.00 to USPS for annual mailbox 
rental (Check 1945).  There are $550.00 in outstanding checks not yet deposited.  The opening 

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/recovery-business
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/recovery-business
mailto:emma.blondin@dc.gov
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uncommitted funds available were $30,682.60 and after the  afore-listed  disbursements totaling 
$1,182.94 and the $550.00 in existing o bligations,  the closing uncommitted funds are  $28,949.66.  
The savings account opened at $100.05, gained no interest , and closed at  $100.05.  The Treasurerõs 
report w as approved by unanimous consent.  

2. The FY20 Fourth (4th) Quarter Report  was approved by unanimous consent.  
3. The 2021 Fiscal Year started on October 1, 2020; ANC 6A will receive an allotment  of $21,782.24, the 

same allotment as in 2020.  The pandemic has reduced the need for some budget items such as 
agenda package printing an d increased the need for technology and communication  expenses, and 
total proposed disbursements for 2021 are $23,941 .00, resulting in a deficit of $2,159.   There is a 
òrainy day fundó of about $29,000.00 from previously unused allotments and  this will ser ve to cover 
the  proposed 2021 defic it.  The budget can be changed by a vote at any time .  Commissioner Marie-
Claire Brown moved and Commissioner Mike Soderman seconded to accept the2021 Budget Plan.  The 
motion to adopt  and approve the 2021 Budget Plan passed 6-0.  
 

Standing Committee Repor ts:  
Community Outreach   
1. The September 2020 committee report  was approved by unanimous consent.  
Old Business 
2. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion that  ANC 6A  send 

letters t o Commander Morgan C. Kane, Metropolitan Police D epartment ( MPD) First District, and 
Commander William Fitzgerald, MPD Fifth Distric t, to raise concerns about reports from constituents 
that MPD is not  in compliance with current health and sa fety guidelines  and other regula tions 
pertaining to ensuring rea sonable accommodations for all community members, including sign 
language interpret ation.   The recommendation passed 6-0.  

3. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion that  ANC 6A send a 
letter to the Department of Parks and Recreation ( DPR) inquiring how they plan to ensure access to 
recreation centers and facil ities for the community going forward.   Commissioner Brown proposed an 
amendment to  the letter  which would recognize recent  DPR announcements.  The recommendation as 
amended passed 6-0.  

New Business 
4. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that ANC 6A approve the 

updated Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A Grant Request Application Form (revised 
September 2020) for posting on the ANC 6A website.  The recommendation passed 6-0.  

5. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Soderman seconded a moti on that  ANC 6A approve a 
grant in the amount of  $3,000.00 to the Eliot -Hine (EHS) Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for t he 
establishment and operation o f a community emergency relief pantry.   Elizabeth Campbell of the 
Eliot -Hine Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) stated that t he emergency relief packag e is intended to 
serve both immediate and long -term relie f, through gift c ards, toiletries, and the purcha se of a 
refrigerator, freezer, and shelving.  The recommendation passed 6-0.  

6. Commissioner Sondra Philips-Gilbert moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion that ANC 
6A approve the appointments of Sarah Bell and Marc Friend to the Community Outreach  Committee 
(COC).  Both attended the most recent COC meeting.  The motion passed 6-0.  

7. Next meeting ð 7:00 pm, October 26, 2020 (4 th Monday) 
 
Alcohol Beverage Licensing  
1. The October 2020 committee report  was approved by unanimous consent  
2. The Committee rec ommended and Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that  ANC 6A take no 

action for th e renewal application for Wen De Zhang & Yang You Feng, t/a China H ouse, 1601 Benning 
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Road NE (ABRA-025169).  Commissioner Philips -Gilbert ha s been in contact with China Hou se owners 
regarding trash pick -up and the ABL Co-Chairs will follow up  on the issue.  The recommendation 
passed 6-0.  

3. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that  ANC 6A take no 
action for the rene wal application  for Mochi, Inc. t/a DC Supermarket, 539 8  Street NE (ABRA-
074927). The recommendation passed 6-0. 

4. Next meeting ð 7:00 pm, TBA (likely moving to 4 th Tuesday of the  mont h, so November 24th) 
 
Transportation and Public Space  
1. The September 2020 committee report was approved by  unanimous consent.  
2. Commissioner Gove moved and Commissioner Soderman seconded that  ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT 

in support of NOI #20-79-PSD for the proposed Advisory Bike Lane Project on Tennessee Avenue NE to 
inclu de the  following comments and recommen dations:  

¶ Requesting raised crosswalks at the intersections of Tennessee Avenue NE with special attention 
to those at C Street, E Street and 14th Stree t  NE, if determined to be feasible ; 

¶ Additional traffic ca lming measures on the  200 block of 13th Street NE , potentially including 
raised crosswalks and/or speed humps and a clear connection  for the southbound bike route from 
the 200 block of Tennessee Avenue NE; 

¶ Additional traffic calming measures in the 200 -500 blocks of Tennessee Avenue NE, including 
speed humps, if feasible ; 

¶ Installation of yield control and one way or do not enter signs at the intersection at south end of 
triangle park at north end of 1 00 block of Tennessee Avenue NE; 

¶ Installation of traffic calming measures, including speed humps, in the 1 00 block of 13th Street NE 
to prevent conflicts with the bike lane path ; 

¶ Minimize, to the extent possible, any loss in linear feet of parking other th an sightline setbacks 
required to protect vulnerable user s; 

¶ Removal of proposed diagonal painted lines on the 100 block of Tennessee Avenue NE; and 

¶ Additional opportunity to review and comm ent ( another NOI) for the intersection at 13th Street 
and Constitut ion Avenue NE. 
 

Several of the above bullet points are Commissioner Goveõs amendments to the original 
recommendation brought forward at the October 2020 TPS meeting and are direct requests from 
community members .  There are concerns about parking signage, or lack thereof, regarding the 5 f eet  
no-parking rules at  alleys and 15 feet no -parking rules at crosswalks; DDOT has a plan to improve and 
add signage.  The motion as amended passed 5-0-1 with Commissioner Brown abstaining.  
 
Commissioner Ruth-Ann Hudson left the meeting at 9:00 pm . 
 

3. Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert recommended an d Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that ANC 6A 
send a letter to DDOT in support of public space application 353 808  at 1660 Gales Street NE, 
conditional on the applicant resolvin g any potential issues regarding the property li ne to DDOTõs 
satisfaction and the Commissioners approving the fence design and materials.   The motion passed as 
amended 5-0. 

4. Commissioner Brown recommended Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion that ANC 6A send 
a letter to DDOT requesting a postponement of the he aring for Public Space Permit application 
#358240 to install an 8x10 f oot  garden shed on public space in a corner lot at 205 15th St reet NE due 
to insufficient notice and Incomplete information.  A review of the application will be placed on the 
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October 2020 TPS meeting agenda.  The recommendation passed 4-0-1 with Commissioner Phillips-
Gilbert abstaining.  

5. Commissioner Soderman moved and Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that ANC 6A send a letter 
t o DDOT expressing objection to insufficient notice and t he [apparent] app roval prior to the stated 
response date for  Public Space Permit application #355976 at 618 14th Street NE.  The mot ion passed 
5-0.  

6. Commissioner Alcorn moved and Commissioner Brown seconded a motion that ANC 6A send a letter to 
DDOT calling attention to a pattern of insufficient notice f or consideration of public space 
applications, specifically DDOT PSRA Permit Tracking# 359474, Review# 685885 for window wells at 
331 15th Street NE.  The motion passed 5-0.  

7. Next meeting ð 7:00 pm, October 19, 2020 (3rd Monday) 
 
Economic Development and Z oning  
1. The September 2020 committee report  was approved by unanimous consent.   
2. The Committee recommended and Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion t hat ANC 6A send a 

letter of support to the Board of Zoning Adjustment ( BZA) for a special exception under Subtitle E § 
5201 from the lot occupancy requirements of Subtitle E § 304.1, to  construct a one -story rear addition 
to an existing attached flat at 12 8 12th Street NE (BZA Case #20310) in the RF-1 Zone.  The 
recommendation p assed 5-0.  

3. The Commission recommended and Commissioner Soderman seconded a motion that ANC 6A send a 
letter of  support to Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs ( DCRA) for th e raze permit 
request to demolish a single -bay accessory garage at 1511 A Street, NE, a four -bay accessory garage 
at 1513 A Street NE, and a six-bay accessory garage at 1515 A Street, NE, on the condition that the 
ownerõs intent and plans conform to the plans previously provided and approved by the BZA, and on 
t he condition that  the raze permit only covers the  accessory structures.  The recommendation passed 
5-0.  

4. Next meeting ð 7:00 pm, Oct ober 21st, 2020 (3rd Wednesday) 
 
New Business 
Commissioner Philips-Gilbert moved and Commissioner Alcorn seconded a motion t o add Andre Jackson to 
the TPS Committee beginning with the November 2020 meeting, conditional on Mr. Jackson attending the 
October 2020 TPS meeting.  The motion passed 5-0.  
 
Single Member District Reports  
Commissioner Alcorn (6A08) acknowledged that nei ghbors at 18th and D Streets NE continue to have issues 
with fireworks, public urination, speeding, and other destruction to the nei ghborhood.  Neighbors are 
proactively looking for creative solution s.  There have also been two recent disruptions at 15 th and A 
Street s leading to property  damage and conflict de -escalation and he is working with residents to address 
these concerns.  
 
Commissioner Brown (6A01) is compiling a list for rodent control  which has been a prominent issue on 9th 
Street NE.  
 
Commissioner Philips-Gilbert (6A07) passed out COVID-19 flyers in her SMD and the community was 
appreciative; she will send the electronic fl yer to post it on the Facebook page.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:06 pm.  
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Minutes  
ANC 6A Community Outreach Committee (COC) of 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Regular Meeting ð October 26, 2020 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm.  
Quorum present. 
 
COC members present : Roni Hollmon (Chair), Stefany Thangavelu, Sarah Bell, Jason Gresh and Marc 
Friend 
COC members absent: Gladys Mack 
Commissioners present:   Michael Soderman 
 
Community members present:   Rachel Turow, Jonothan Stone  
 
Ludlow Taylor Elementary School 
Rachel Turow of the Lu dlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) presented three grant requests 
on behalf of the PTO.  
 
1. A grant in the amount of $1,000 to the Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for the 

license to continue using the IXL platform fo r supplemental v irtual learning.  
 
Committee member Jason Gresh moved and Committee member Marc Friend seconded a motion 
that ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $1,000 to the Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) for the continual use of IXL f or virtual educa tion.  The motion passed 6-0-0. 
 

2. A grant in the amount of $1,000 to the Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) to 
continue working with City Year, a member of the AmeriCorps  network, to support best 
educational practices in the cla ssroom. 

 
Committ ee member Friend moved and Committee member Sarah Bell seconded a motion that 
ANC6A approve a grant in the amount o f $1,000 to the Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) for  the continual use of City Year to support best educationa l practices in t he classroom.  
The motion passed 6-0-0. 

 
3. A grant in the amount of $1,000 to the Ludlow Taylor Parent Teacher Organizati on (PTO) for 

school supplies to support students during virtual  learning and PPE once schools return to in 
person learning. 

 
Committee Member Stefany Thangavelu moved and Committee member Gresh seconded a motion 
Committee Member motioned that ANC6A approve a grant in the amount of $1,000 to the Ludlow 
Taylor Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for school supplies.   The motion passed 6-0-0. 

 
The Committee discussed the const ituent recognition program.  The Committee will again request  
nominations from Commissioners from their single member districts.  The question remains whether 
the recognition award will take the form of a let ter or a certifi cate.  If a certificate, the Committee 
will need to request ANC funds to pay for the printing.  
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The meetin g was adjourned at 7:51 pm.  
 

The next regular meeting of the ANC 6A COC will  be November 16 th, 2020  
(3rd Monday) at 7:00 pm  
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Commit tee Repor ts 
Alcohol Beverage and Licensing (ABL) 
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No report.   October 2020 report was submitted and approved at the October 2020 ANC 6A meeting. 
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MINUTES 
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting  

Call-in Conference via We bEx 
Monday, October 19 , 2020  

  
I. Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

 
II. Introd uctions:  

Committee members in at tendance: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Marc Brumer, Maura Dundon, Jeff 
Fletcher, Hassan Christian 
Commissioners in attendance:  Amber Gove (6A04), Mike Soderman (6A03), Sondra Phillips-Gilbert 
(6A07), Brian Alcorn (6A08), Marie-Claire Brown (6A01) 
 

III. Announcement of opportunity for community input on moveDC, the Districtõs long-range 
transportation plan. www.wemovedc.org .  

 
IV. Old Business (discussed out of order, after New Busin ess) 

Commissioner Mike Soderman made the motion:  ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT in support of Traffic 
Safety Assessment Service Request 20-00355070 for a red-light camera at the intersection of 9th an d 
C Streets  NE.  Commissioner Marie-Claire Brown seconded the motion.  The motion  passed 10-0, 
including t he 5 commissioners present. [Committee members Dundon, Christian, Fletcher , Brumer, 
Nelson and Commissioners Soderman, Alcorn, Gove, Brown, Phillips-Gilbert all in favor]  
 

V. New Business 
A. Public space application #358240 at 205 15th Street NE for except ion from fence requirement and 

an 8x10 ft. accessory building in public  space (public parking ).  
  

The permit applicant , Sunny Petzinger, was present.  Applicant is requesting a 4 -6 foot  non-
transparent wooden  fence on the No rth Carolina  Avenue side of the property and also parallel to 
the 15th Street side of the property.  
 
A permit for a fence is required because regulations state that fences are not to  exceed 42ó and 
must be at  least 50% open.  Accessory buildings are not matter -of-right on public space an d are 
not included in the list of architectural extensions for which permi ts may be requested. (see  
attached photos, drawings, application, public spa ce regulation s, also link t o tree reg ulations: 
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/apply -tree -permit  and fence regulation s: 
https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/defaul t/files/dc/sites /ddot/publication/attachments/fe nces_walls.pdf 
 
Ms. Nelson gave a brief background on public parking hist ory and regulations on Capitol Hill  ð 
excerpt appears at the end of these mi nutes.  
 
The Committee firs t discussed the fence permit ap plication, inclu ding the fact that a lower fence  
had been in a similar location as requested in the permit as recently as 2018.  Commissioner 
Brown stated that a fence twice as high as the previous fence could be an issue for city approval, 
even if the ANC supported it.   
 
The applicant stated that the fence is needed for safety and privacy.  She stated that she had not 
made a decision about whether the fence would be 4 or 6 feet. She also stated tha t  a fence on 
her property line would not serve her need fo r privacy from p assersby.  

http://www.wemovedc.org/
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/apply-tree-permit
https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/publication/attachments/fences_walls.pdf
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Ms. Nelson restated that the purpose of public parking is greenspace to benefit the community as 
a whole; a fence that is tall enough and/or opaque enough to obscure the view is inconsistent 
with this purpose.  In this particula r location, it w ould also obstruct sightlines fo r pedestrians.  
The TPS then discussed what height and degree of openness of the fence might be appropriate to 
allow the applicant some degree of priv acy while maintaining the public purpose of the public 
parking area. 
 
Mr. Marc Brumer made the motion; TPS recommends that ANC 6A send a letter of conditional 
support to DDOT for a  fence in public parking at 205 15th St reet  NE [public space application 
#358240], provided that:  

It be placed on the line in the sit e drawing that t he applicant provided to the ANC  (attached) ;  
it not exceed  4 f eet in height ; and  
it be lattice (as speci fied in the application) or other open construction (at least 40% open).  

 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Jeff Fletcher and passed 6-0-3. [Committee me mbers Dundon, 
Christian, Fletche r, Brumer, Nelson and Commissioner Soderman in favor; Commissioners Alcorn, 
Gove and Brown abstaining.)  

 
The Committee next discussed the accessory building/shed application portion of the permit.   
 
The applicant de scribed the shed, which would have an  8x10 foot  footprint and be located away from 
the house, on the other side of  the property line, in public parking.  She stated that she needed it to 
store personal belongings.   
 
Ms. Maura Dundon stated that such sheds are not customary on Capitol Hill but t hat they could serve a 
role in storing gardening equipment and cleanliness , which promotes  maintaining the public space.  
Ms. Nelson stated that she h ad never heard of a permit being issued for an accessory building on  
publi c parking in the area  (especially one of this size) , that it would be out of place , and that 
accessory buildings are not included in the list of architectural extensions for which a permit may be 
requested.  Furthermore, it would set a precedent that could  lead to many similar structures  in public 
parking city -wide.  Mr. Brumer stated he mi ght find a smaller s hed, abutting the house,  to be 
acceptable.   
 
Commissioner Brian Alcorn note d that the photograph of the shed/accessory building i ncluded in the 
application appeared to be 9  feet  tal l and would be very large.  The applicant clarified that it would 
be 6.5 t o 7 feet  tall and stated that it would be well built a nd could be painted an y color.  There was 
also a question regarding the foundati on.  The application states that there will be n o permanent 
foundation, which the applicant clarified stating that there w ould be gravel bed.  She stated she was 
aware of the location of her propert y line whe n she purchased the property.  The applicant als o 
stated she had seen similar sheds (on public p arking) in the area, and Commissioner Alcorn invited her 
to submit any exa mples of such sheds.   
 
Commissioner Soderman made the motion: TPS recommends that ANC 6A send a letter of opposition 
to DDOT for a shed in public par king at 205 15th St. NE  [public  space application #358240] - as it is 
an incompatible use of public parki ng. 
The motion was seconded by Ms. Dundon and passed 10-0. [Committee member s Dundon, Christian, 
Fletcher, Brumer, Nelson and Commissioners Soderman, Alcorn, Gove, Brown, Phillips -Gilbert all in 
favor]  
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B. Presentation by Marcy Bernbaum of the Downtown DC Public Restroom Colleagues on the opportunity 

for ANCs to suggest pilot locati ons for public restrooms pursuant to the Public Restroom F acilities 
Installation and Promotion Act of 2018 .  Ms. Bernbaum summarized the work of the public restroom 
project and ask ed the Committee to make a recommendation of pilot sites on the H Street cor ridor.  
[For basic information provided by People for Fair ness Coalition (PFC): https://pffcdc.org/what -we-
do/publicre strooms/ , legislation, legislation summary and example of possible design i ncluded as 
attachments.)  
 
Ms. Bernbaum described the diffe rent restroom op tions, explained the choice of t he toilet model, and 
t he way it would be maintained.  She explained the criteria for the best pilot sites.  Generally, a good 
pilot site would be high ly trafficked, and attracting a range of users, in order t o reflect need f or the 
facilities as well as pro viding safety.   
 
Commissioner Brown suggested 8th & H Streets NE and H &12th Streets NE to meet these criteria.   
 
Two community members spoke in fav or of the project, and one expressed her concerns about sa fety 
and odors. 
 
All Commissioners and Committee members present agreed to move forward on suggesting these 
sites. 
 
Ms. Nelson made the motion: ANC 6A complete the public restroom pilot survey indic ating a first 
choice of locations at 8th and H Street s NE and a second choice at 12th and H Street s NE plus a note 
in the commen ts section in support of other locations on H Street  NE.  The motion passed 10-0. 
[Committee members Dundon, Christian, Fletcher , Brumer, Nelson and Commissioners Soderman, 
Alcorn, Gove, Brown, Phillips -Gilbert all in favor]  

 
V. Meeting was adjourned at approximately  9:30 pm. 

 
 
Brief explanation of the relevan t  public space regulations:  

The reason the applicant needs a public space pe rmit is because the area she wants to enclose, 
and where she wishes to place her shed, is public s pace, not her private property. The area 
between her property line and the street is what is termed òpublic parkingó green space, not a 
place to put cars). On Capitol Hill, front/side yards are generally public parki ng. Owners of th e lot 
are allowed use and enjoym ent of the space and are responsible for maintaining it, but they do 
not own it and there are restrictions on the uses. The law on parking (Parking Act  of 1870), 
beginning in 1870 and continuing through the p resent, mandates  that òparkingó be preserved as 
open public space used for trees, greenery or parks. Per DDOTõs Public Realm Design Manual, bay 
windows, oriel windows, corner towers, and porches t o project into public space (if granted a 
public space permi t) but there is no provision for separate accessory buildings.  

 

https://pffcdc.org/what-we-do/publicrestrooms/
https://pffcdc.org/what-we-do/publicrestrooms/
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November xx, 2020  
 
 
Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Associate Director for Public Space Regulation  
District Department of Transportation 
Public Space Committee  
c/o DDOT Public Space Permit Office 

1100 4th Street, SW, Room 360 
Washington DC  20024  
 
Re: Opposition to shed; conditional support for fence - DDOT PSRA Permit # 3358240: at 250 15th Street 

NE 

Dear Associate Director Marcou & Public Space Committee:  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting
1 on November 12, 2020, our Commission voted x-x-x 

(with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose the construction of an accessory building (shed) on 
public parking at 205 15th Street NE and to give conditional support for a fence on public parking at the same 
address.  
 

With respect to the shed: 
ANC 6A opposes the application of Sunny K. Petzinger, seeking permission to erect an accessory building 
(garden shed) in the public parking2 adjacent to 205 15th Street NE. (See Figures 1, 2.)  The dimensions of 
the proposed building are 8 x 10 feet, and, per Ms. Petzingerôs statement, approximately 7 feet tall. 

 
The law on parking (Parking Act of 1870), beginning in 1870 and continuing through the present, mandates 
that parking be preserved as open public space used for trees, greenery or parks.  Per DDOTôs Public Realm 
Design Manual, bay windows, oriel windows, corner towers, and porches to project into public space (if 
granted a public space permit) but there is no provision for separate accessory buildings.  The proposed 

building would occupy and obstruct open space and, for this reason, the application should be denied. 
 
The Public Realm Design Manual, further cites the Comprehensive Planôs emphasis on view sheds.  The 
Urban Design Element (2018) identifies North Carolina Avenue as a locally significant viewshed. (See 

Figure 3.)  While the accessory building would not actually block the view, it would detract from the view in 
a highly visible and significantly undesirable way. 
1. An accessory building is not an architectural projection from an existing structure (such as a bay, porch 

or window well) and is therefore not included in the list of permissible exceptions.  

 
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@groups.io, at www.anc6a.org, on Twitter (@ANC6A) and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
2  DC Code § 10-1101.01(4)  provides: ñParkingò means that area of public space which lies between the property line and the 

edge of the actual or planned sidewalk which is nearer to such property line, as such property line and sidewalk are shown on the 

records of the District. The regulations add: ñPublic parking means that area of public space devoted to open space, greenery, 
parks, or parking that lies between the property line é and the edge of the actual or planned sidewalk that is nearer to the 

property line.  DCMR § 24-102.8 
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2. Furthermore, the building would occupy a significant portion of the parking and would block the view of 
additional greenspace, undermining the goal of a visible park.  

3. Finally, approval of this application would open the door to innumerable future similar structures which 
would further erode public parking, city-wide. 

 
With respect to the fence: 
The applicant is seeking permission to construct a 4-6 foot board-on-board fence in public parking at the 
same address.  A permit is required for fences in public parking that exceed 42 inches in height and do not 

have an open design of at least 50 percent.  
 
The ANC finds that a fence over 4 feet in height and completely non-transparent is inappropriate for public 
parking at this location, as it would detract from the view-shed and enjoyment of public green space (as 

outlined above).  However, the ANC does support a fence, as outlined in red on the attached site drawing, 
provided that it does not exceed 4 feet in height and is of lattice (or similar) construction, at least 40% open. 
 
Thank you for giving consideration to our ANCôs feedback on this public space issue. Should you wish to 

discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at AmberANC6A@gmail.com.  
 
On behalf of the Commission,  
 

 
Amber Gove 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  
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Figure 1. Survey, 205 15th Street, NE, Square 1068SE, lot 803, and parking.  Proposed accessory building 
is not to scale.  
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Figure 2. Photograph of site of proposed accessory building, 205 15th Street, NE.  Image: Sunny K. 
Petzinger.  
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Figure 3. Comprehensive Plan Proposed Amendments, Urban Design Element, Locally Significant View 
Corridors. (2018)  
 
 

North 
Carolina 
Avenue NE 
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