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122 15th St NE
Nicholas Alberti <alberti6a04@yahoo.com> wrote:
The ANC 6A Economic Development and Zoning (ED&Z) Committee will consider the
application for a variance at 122 15th St NE on Thursday Dec 28. at 7pm. The
meeting will be held at Capitol Hill Towers (in the community room), 900 G St. NE. The
ED&Z committee's recommendation about the variance application will be considered by
the ANC 6A at our Jan 11 meeting. The owner or their representative will attend the
meeting to discuss their application.
The owner is requesting a zoning variance to convert the basement use from a beauty
salon to general office use. I've attach a copy of the variance application. This
application is expected to be considered by the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) in
early Feb. '07.
I've heard community comments expressing concern about increased traffic (vehicular
and pedestrian) and uneasiness about the lack of information about the specifice type of
business that will occupy the basement. I've spoken with the owner's representative
about the request. He's told me that the owner has not yet identified a client for the office
space. The variance is being requested for 'general office' use. I've assumed that this
means that no retail business could use the space. I will attempt to clarify that before the
meeting. I'm assuming that general office space includes such uses as doctor/dentist
offices as well as other professional offices.
The application asks for a variance with the following restriction: 1) signage will be limit
to 288 sq inches (e.g., 1ft x 2ft), 2) operating hours from 8am to 8 pm only, 3) no more
than 3 employees at one time, and 4) no more than 6 customers at one time. I suggest
that you consider whether or not these restriction are sufficient to mitigate your
concerns. Please think about whether or not these restrictions should be tightened and
whether or not other restriction are needed.
I will not be able to attend the Dec 28 meeting, but I'm interested in hearing your
thoughts on this matter. The opinion submitted by the ANC can either approve the
request, offer suggestions to alter the restrictions or oppose the request. Your voice will
be important to shaping the ANC's response, so please attend the Dec 28 meeting. If you
choose to oppose this variance it's important that you are prepared attend the Feb. BZA
hearing.
Regards,
Nick Alberti
Neighbor #1
Nick,
If an office space includes a dr/dentist office, I would like to stipulate that it not. Medical
records, fine. Biohazard material, not fine. Plus, that opens the door to clinics, which in

turn opens the door to methadone clinics. Even if that is a slippery slope, I would rather
err on the side of slippery than try to undo a bad situation.

Nicholas Alberti <alberti6a04@yahoo.com> wrote:
Drew,
I've spoken to several neighbors about 122 15th St. The common concern is the potential
for a business that may generate a lot of pedestrian/vehicular traffic. The owner has
made an attempt to address this by allowing for a limit of three employees and six
customers at one time. I think that these limits do not go quite far enough. I can imagine
that allowing for six customers at one time could generate as much foot traffic as the
corner store that's across the street from the address. I suggest that we recommend a limit
of three customers at one time as a compromise. I will try to discuss this with Steve Gell
(the owner's rep) before Thursday's meeting. Other than that, I'm OK with the
application.

Nick

Agenda Item #7
Dire need to have all municipal regulations on-line and up-to-date
Drew Ronneberg <ronneberg6a02@gmail.com>
Sun, Dec 24, 2006 at 1:26 PM
To: teamfenty@fentytransition.org, "
Trying to find the current municipal regulations in this city is a
nightmare. I believe the last time a full set of regulations was
published was 1996. Some of 1996 regs are online (Zoning for example)
but many are not.
So the first step is to go to the public library to find out what regs
were in 1996. Then you have to go through all the back copies of the
DC register to find out if these regulations have changed since 1996.
That takes hours and hours for every section of every title, and makes
the laws in DC unknowable to the average citizens and most people in
DC government.
The system is a mess. It would be much better to have all the
regulations on-line and updated when they are modified so people can
go to a single place to find current District laws.
As a person who chairs an ANC economic development and zoning
committee and has spent a number of hours checking for amendments to
the 1996 publications to the DC regulations, such a service would be
invaluable. It is hard to have a city based on the rule of law when
no one can figure out what the laws are.
Best regards,
Drew Ronneberg
646 11th St. NE
Suggestions to modernize DCRA permitting processes.
Drew Ronneberg <ronneberg6a02@gmail.com>
Sun, Dec 24, 2006 at 1:39 PM
To: teamfenty@fentytransition.org,
I read your suggestions to improve DCRA with modern technology and
agree with them. However, I think you should go 1 step further and
make the following information available on-line for the public.
1) A web-enabled publicly searchable database (much like the property
assessment database) for issued C of Os that allows searching by
address, Ward and ANC. Currently, there is no way one can obtain a
list of recently issued C of O's and the 60 window of appeal usually
expires because no one knows when they have been issued.

2) A web-enabled publicly searchable database (much like the property
assessment database) for building permits that contains the
applications and scanned copies of the building plans that allows
searching by address, Ward and ANC. Currently, DCRA send out a
bi-monthly list of all issued building permits that is very helpful,
but it is often impossible to catch Zoning Administrator errors
without viewing the plans. It is a very time consuming process to
pull plans and many errors aren't discovered in the 60 day windows
because of the burden of finding this information.
3) A publicly searchable database (much like the property assessment
database) for public space permits and applications that is searchable
by address, Ward and ANC. The staff reports should be associated with
these permits.
All of these suggestions would help improve DC governance because it
would allow the public access to public documents in a manner that was
not unduly burdensome. The current system is broken and many
developers exploit these flaws to evade following the law.
Best regards,
Drew Ronneberg
646 11th St NE

