Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

December 13, 2007

Minutes

The meeting began at 7:00 PM.
  
Present:  Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall and Schultheiss 
Absent:   Commissioner Nixon and Mack
  

 1. Agenda

Consideration of a new member was added to the ABL Committee items, and consideration of a motion to pay for Hill Rag ads was added to the Treasurer’s Report.  The additions were accepted by consensus, and the agenda, as amended, was approved without objection.
 2. Minutes
The November minutes were adopted without objection

 3. Community Comment

Tom Hamilton, the newly elected ANC 6C Commissioner, introduced himself.

Rafael Marshall noted that he was angered by several offensive, unsigned e-mails he had received.

 4. Community Presentation
Neighbors United

Will Cobb, board chair of Neighbors United, and Jerry May, the organization’s executive director, presented information about the organization’s plans to turn the Boys & Girls Club into a neighborhood community center.  They have applied for 501 (c)(3) status, and are seeking funding.  They want to develop programs that will serve the entire community, and not duplicate what others, such as the Department of Parks and Recreation are doing, similar to what the ARC is doing in Ward 8.

Pilgrim Baptist Church/820 I Street NE
Rev. Louis Jones II, the pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church, described the church’s plans to open the house the church owns at 820 I Street NE as a transitional housing program, ASPIRE, for former prisoners.  It will have six beds, plus one for a caretaker.  It will have group sessions, vocational assessments, GED training, computer courses, employment/substance abuse referrals and regular drug and alcohol testing.  He said it will have new furnishings and new equipment, and it will be kept small enough to be manageable.

Mr. Marshall said that he had learned that, contrary to what Rev. Jones had said, the project was not being funded by CSOSA.  Rev. Jones said that indeed CSOSA is not a funder of the project, but that one of his other programs is in partnership with CSOSA.

Mr. Alberti asked what the status of the permitting process is, and Rev. Jones responded that he is just at the beginning stages, and only has electrical permits from DCRA. Mr. Alberti reminded Rev. Jones that he would need a special exception from the BZA, and the ANC will be given notice of the hearing and asked for its input by the BZA.

Loretta Allen, a resident of the block, expressed her concern that there are about 20 children living on the block and she is concerned about their well-being.  She mentioned that while she is a supporter of the church’s goals, she is concerned about on-going burglaries on the street.  Rev. Jones said, in answer to her questions, that he would not take anyone into the project who had been convicted of a violent crime, and they would remain in the facility for 12 to 18 months.  Other neighbors reflected Ms. Allen’s concerns.  Robert Pittman asked whether Rev. Jones had spoken with every neighbor, and was told he had not.  A parishioner of the church, saying she was a resident of the neighborhood since 1992, spoke in favor of the project.

Elizabeth Nelson was told, in answer to her question, that 40% of the church’s congregation lives in the District and that a parking facility is currently being completed at the church.

Mr. Marshall stated that the residents of his SMD are not in favor of the facility, nor are residents of the neighboring ANC area.

 5. Officer Reports
Chair

Mr. Fengler reported that the next ANC meeting will feature a comprehensive review of the status of the redevelopment of H Street, and will be attended by Councilmember Wells, Transportation Director Emeka Moneme and other city officials involved with various aspects of the project.

Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes reported that he, along with representatives of ANC 6B, 6C and the Capitol Hill Restoration Society had met with representatives of the Historic Preservation Review Board to discuss ways in which the HPRB could be more responsive to the organizations on meeting notification and other issues.

Treasurer

Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The opening balance of the checking account was $23,543.22.  The savings account had an opening balance of $4,174.68, and there was an interest payment of $1.03, for a balance of $4,174.68.  The ANC received an allotment from the District for $5,794.42, and there was a cancelled check for $173.44 (Check #1315).  The following disbursements were approved: $257.12 to Bill Schultheiss for business cards (Check #1337); $500 to Capitol Community News (Check #1338); $120 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing minutes (Check #1339); $163.20 to FedEx Kinko's for copying expenses (Oct. 07 invoice) (Check #1340); $451.60 to Current Newspapers for Voice of the Hill ad (Check #1341); and $30 for bank fees for cancelled check.  The closing balance was $27,991.96.

 

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to allocate $3700 for advertising in the Hill Rag. The motion passed without objection.

 6. Single Member District Reports
Mr. Holmes reported that DCRA issued a construction permit to Apple Tree School. There was a hold put on it, but it was issued anyway.  The situation is being investigated, and the permit has been revoked, but Apple Tree is not returning it.

Mr. Fengler reported that efforts on Pickford Place have been a success, with new curbs, light poles and sidewalks.  He said it took six months, but it got done.  He also reported that the Office of Planning had told him that the old police and fire stations are being put out for bid.

Mr. Marshall reported that he was changing his SMD meetings from monthly to quarterly.  They will be held on February 6th, May 7th, August 6th, and November 5th, at the same location.

 6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to nominate Richard Sundberg to serve on the ABL Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to allocate $300 for a sticker for establishments that have voluntary agreements with the ANC to place in their windows.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to approve the Committee’s recommendation to support a stipulated license for Naby’s.  The ANC supported the restaurant’s original application, but it hasn’t completed its paperwork and needs the stipulated license until its permanent license is granted.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion that the ANC accept the recommendation of the ABL Committee to not protest the following liquor licenses that are up for renewal on January 9, 2008: H Street Country Club, Rock and Roll Hotel, the Pug, Show Bar, H Street Martini Lounge and Rose’s Dream Bar and Lounge.  The motion passed without objection.

Ms. Beatty reported on the committee’s meeting on placing a moratorium on the number of tavern licenses to be issued on H Street.  She said that about 50 people had attended the meeting, and the consensus seemed to be that it is too early to pursue a moratorium, and the ANC should continue to study the situation.  Mr. Marshall complimented the job that Ms. Beatty did in organizing the effort.

Motion: Ms Beatty moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without amendment.

Economic Development and Zoning

H Street Connection

Mr. Ronneberg reported on the presentation given by the developers of the H Street Connection and their architect at the EDZ meeting.  The concerns raised by the Committee are incorporated into the following motion. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to appoint Drew Ronneberg, Annie Swingen, Rich Luna and Barbara Halleck to represent the ANC in negotiations over the redevelopment of the H Street Connection site.  The negotiators should seek to:

1. reduce the mass of the building to what is called for in the H Street Development Plan

2. concentrate the massing toward the center and rear of the building

3. ensure that the proposed architecture fits into the context of the existing buildings on H Street.

4. encourage verticality in the design and

5. encourage the architects to visually break up the structure so that it appears to be multiple buildings.

The motion passed without objection

615 16th Street NE
This is a request for support of a BZA application for a variance for a non-conforming lot area and lot width for the construction of a house at 615 16th Street NE.  The construction will block windows on the neighboring houses, and the developer has not gotten letters of support from his neighbors.  The committee felt that the house would contribute to the neighborhood.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to conditionally support the lot area and lot width variance for 615 16th Street NE if the developer obtains letters of support from the owners of the adjacent buildings and shows that the construction of the structure does not violate code requirements for the neighboring structures with respect to the neighbors’ windows on the side walls.  Mr. Alberti offered an amendment that if the letters of support from the neighbors are not forthcoming, the ANC remain silent on the application, with Mr. Ronneberg and Ms. Swingen authorized to write the support letter. The motion, as amended, passed without objection.

HPRB Meeting Notice

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to approve the committee’s recommendation to authorize Annie Swingen, on behalf of the ANC, to seek postponement of HPB cases when there has been insufficient notice provided to make a recommendation; and, if the case is not postponed, to oppose the HPO application.  The motion passed without objection.

H Street Historic Buildings Survey

Mr. Ronneberg reported that the commercial buildings on H Street are not included in the ANC-approved historic buildings survey, and that CHRS believes that such a survey should be undertaken.  Annie Swingen has learned that including H Street from 8th to 15th Street in a survey will cost $8000.  Ms. Swingen said that the survey would provide information that will augment the effort to establish a Heritage Trail on H Street. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to approve a grant to CHRS, in the future, pending the approval of an appropriate grant application.  The application should be limited to a historic survey of the buildings on H Street that are within the boundaries of ANC 6A and the H Street Overlay District. The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to accept the Committee report.  It was passed without objection.

Community Outreach

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the resignation from the Committee of Maurice Cook.  The motion passed without objection.

Ms. Nelson presented a package of grant proposals for approval by the ANC:

1. A grant not to exceed $1250 to Spingarn SHS PTSA for the purchase of uniforms and uniform storage bags for the Spingarn Pep Squad.

2. A grant of $601 to Trees for Capitol Hill to purchase additional treegators for use on street trees in ANC 6A.

3. A grant not to exceed $3,454 to Eastern SHS PTSA for the purchase of uniforms for “Blue and White Marching Machine”, the auxiliary squads that accompany the band.

4. A grant not to exceed $225 to Friends of the Northeast Library to purchase supplies and equipment for the Children’s Room at the Northeast Branch Library.

Ms. Nelson noted that Rosalind Lyle of Spingarn HS and Mark Race of Eastern HS were present.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to approve the Committee’s recommendation to approve grants to Spingarn SHS PTSA ($1250), Trees for Capitol Hill ($601), Eastern SHS ($3,454), and the Friends of the Northeast Library ($225).  The motion passed without objection.

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the report of the Community Outreach Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

Ms. Nelson presented a package of motions on advertising:

1. Continue the monthly ad in Voice of the Hill at a cost of $2,166.

2. Continue the monthly ad in the Hill Rag and purchase an ad similar to last year’s in the Fagon Guide for a combined cost of $3,689.

3. Approve funding, not to exceed $250, for two ¼-page ads in the Buff and Blue, the Gallaudet student newspaper, to be used for ANC 6A events, after approval by the ANC, of particular interest to students residing on the Gallaudet campus.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to allocate funds for ads in the Voice of the Hill, the Hill Rag and the Buff and Blue.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the report of the Community Outreach Committee.  The motion was passed without objection.
Public Safety

The Public Safety Committee is on hiatus, and will meet next on January 16, 2008.

Transportation and Public Space

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to approve moving the monthly meeting of the Transportation and Public Service Committee to the third Monday of the month.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to recommend to the City Council, the Mayor and DDOT that a series of conditions be taken into account prior to approval of any plans for new bridges across the Anacostia at 11th Street SE. Several Commissioners expressed the view that the resolution was too complex to take quick action.  The motion failed 2-4, with Commissioners Marshall, Schultheiss, Fengler and Beatty in opposition. 

Motion from Transportation Committee:

ANC 6A requests that the City Council, the Mayor and the Department of Transportation consider the following before approval of any plans for new bridges across the Anacostia at 11th Street.

 

1.     Since the Office of Planning has had no review of these proposals, consider whether the addition of additional vehicular lanes is in conflict with planning goals of the District. Refer all DDoT proposals for the 11th Street Bridges to the Office of Planning and NCPC for evaluation and comments.

2.     Specify where the traffic coming from the new four-lane bridge will access 395; flow into M Street SE, 11th Street SE and NE, Virginia Avenue SE, Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Independence Avenue SE, and the extent that Lincoln Park will become a roundabout for north- and westbound traffic headed to Massachusetts, Tennessee, and Constitution Avenues; and to what extent the increased traffic will flow into HillEast, especially onto 17th and 19th Streets and the proposed Park Road on the west side of the Anacostia.

3.     Consider establishing connections without increasing the size or height of the bridge or building an additional bridge, and consider options that focus on improving east bank and downtown exit flow during rush hours, using existing roads and bridges.

4.     Use computerized traffic models adjusted for urban settings in determining plan suitability, instead of the MWCOG model.

5.     Specify the funding for this bridge - City versus federal, proportion of bond versus current revenue, etc. How much of the Transportation Department budget will be consumed by this project, instead of being spent for the repair of alleys, streets, and increased computerization of traffic flow along residential corridors?

6.     Include the traffic carried by other bridges in modeling traffic flow and, in particular, include the traffic from new and proposed development along and immediately north and south of, M Street SE in the model. 

7.     Reduce the proposed new bridges' height domination of National Historic Landmark Navy Yard and Capitol Hill Historic District.

8.     Include consideration of the health benefits and hazards of the proposed options for the populations of Anacostia and Capitol Hill. To what extent is the health of residents along 295 and 395 being penalized to expedite Maryland residents’ access to Virginia, when we should instead be encouraging the use of Metro.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DPW and DOH requesting alley cleaning for all alleys in the “entertainment district” between the 1200 and 1500 blocks of H Street NE, bounded on the south by G Street, and on the north by I Street, and then have these alleys placed on a regular cleaning and maintenance schedule.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the report of the Transportation Committee.  The motion passed without objection.

 7. New Business
By-Law Changes
ANC By-laws regarding committee membership:

Proposed standards for committee memberships:

1. Committee members can be nominated by a commissioner or committee chair to serve for a term of one year.

2. Committee members may be nominated for subsequent one-year terms.  If nominated by the chair of the committee, a simple majority of commissioners will be required for confirmation.  If nominated by a commissioner, without approval of the committee chair, confirmation will require the vote of six commissioners.

3. If a committee member misses three consecutive meetings, the member will be removed from the committee at the request of the committee chair.  Reinstatement will require the nomination of the committee chair or the vote of six commissioners.

4. Committee members must be legal residents of ANC 6A.  If registered to vote at another address, declaring the homestead exemption at another address, or filing federal district taxes from another address disqualifies the individual.

Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved that the by-laws changes be adopted as written. The motion did not receive a second.

Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to adopt numbers one and three.  Ms. Beatty said that the problem with number two is that it discourages volunteers from joining the committee.  Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to change “will” to “may” in the last sentence of two.  The motion failed 1-5, with Ms. Beatty voting in favor.

Motion: Mr. Schultheiss moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept numbers one and three of the by-laws changes.  It failed by a vote of 5-1, with Ms. Beatty in opposition.  (a two-thirds vote is required for approval of by-laws changes.)

Mr. Fengler suggested that the discussion of the by-laws be tabled until the January agenda, after the H Street discussion and prior to the committee elections.
Pilgrim Baptist Church
Motion: Mr. Marshall moved that the ANC oppose the plan of Pilgrim Baptist Church to use the property at 820 I Street NE as a transitional housing facility.  The motion did not receive a second.  Mr. Holmes said that the Commission can’t vote on the issue before it goes through the committee and the community has an opportunity to weigh in on the decision/

National Marathon

Discussion of the National Marathon was tabled until the January meeting, where it will be moved to Old Business.

Apple Tree School
Motion: Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to authorize Mr. Holmes and Mr. Alberti to represent the ANC in all matters relating to the permits given to Apple Tree, and give them the power to appeal to the Office of Administrative Hearings.  They have the authorization to appeal the issuance of the permits, and to appeal the permits themselves.  The motion passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

